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Typical Bway Show Girl's Hopes 
And Reasons Why Talkers Need Her 


> 





A typical Broadway show girl: 
Crazy to get in talker pictures; 
owns a ponderous’ scrapbook; 
craves publicity as no other human; 
has run the gamut of all the rack- 
eteers and Park avenue playboys; 
has dinner almost every night in a 
class hideaway, sick for a long time 
ever a certain fellow, but got over 
ft; newspapers even hinted suicide 
and mentioned iodine, but she main- 
tains they wrote nothing but lies; 
brought suit against a Boston scion, 
whom she alleged promised to 
marry her; never collected, but as- 
gerts there was a settlement to 
hush up the proceedings. 

Everybody says she is better look- 
ing than so and so in the films, 
she says; calls producers by their 
nicknames and keeps telling what 
she said to him, and how “the of- 
fice” called her apartment when 
she walked out in a huff after a 
spat with the stage director. 

Usually has a fur coat three sea- 
gons’ pay couldn’t buy; lives with 
her friend, also a show girl in the 
same company; they’re always on 
the verge of a split when the hotel 
bill comes around; has a boy friend 
but doesn’t overlook chances; usual- 
ly winds up marrying a guy who 
plays a sax or drum and he has 
to listen for the rest of his life 
how many millionaires she could 
have had; talks baby talk from mid- 
night on; very dignified in the after- 

(Continued on page 4) 


GLADYS GLAD QUITTING 
STAGE FOR BEAUT DEPT. 


Mark Hellinger joins the staff of 
the New York “Daily Mirror” Jan. 1. 
At the same time his wife, Gladys 
Glad, will start a beauty depart- 
ment for the same daily. 

Miss Glad retired from Ziegfeld’s 

“Whoopee” when that Eddie Can- 
tor show left the Amsterdam, New 
York, for Boston. It is stated Miss 
Glad, one of the beauties of the 
Stage, will devote all of her time to 
the beautifying comment in “The 
Mirror.” {ff successful putting over 
the department, she will not return 
to the unadorned musical ranks. 

As a looker with a national rep 
estabtished through facially endors- 
ing commodities that advertise her 
freely, Miss Glad is thought by the 
newspaper to be a_ circulation 
drawing card. 

Hellinger has been a fixture as a 
columnist on the New York “Daily 
News” almost since that tab first 
functioned a fey’ years ago. “The 
Mirror” is reported to have made 
Hellinger an offer he could not well 
reject as a man of family. With 
the added inducement of newspaper 
employment for his wife, Hellinger 
Succumbed. 

Made His Name 
_ As the only “News” columnist of 
eeneral range, Hellinger with a cre- 
Satin Style of writing his sobby 
res or light jest daily and Sun- 


day, has erected a large name for 
himse if. 











Dancing Football 





Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Dancing football is the winter 
fad at White City, amusement 
park, 

Dance floor is the gridiron, and 
pigskin is a basketball loaded 
with water. Goal posts are strips 
of ribbon dropped at either end 
of the ballroom. 

Game is played much like soc- 


cer, with teams composed of 
eight couples. Ball must not be 
touched by the hands, and 


dancers must keep moving in 
rhythm during two four-minute 
periods, 

Hot one-steps keep the play- 
ers moving fast, and spills and 
tumbles are not infrequent. 
Girls wear shin-guards, the boys 
knee protectors. Game originat- 
ed by Ted Weber, p. a. 











ALEX. PANTAGES DOING 
VAUD BUSINESS IN JAIL 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

So as not to entirely lose contact 
with show business and as some- 
thing to keep him occupied, Alex- 
ander Pantages is reported person- 
ally directing remaining Pan vaude 
bookings from his cell in the Los 
Angeles county jail. Contact with 
what Pan activity is still going on 
is said to be the imprisoned theatre 
magnate’s chief preoccupation. 

When a New York agent recently 
wired the Pantages office here re- 
garding an act, he was advised to 
get in touch with Alexander at the 
jail. Several other New York agents, 
from accounts, are placing acts in 
the Pan-booked houses in Minne- 
apolis and Kansas City under the 
same procedure. 

Reports are that either Rodney 
Pantages, Edward Milne or another 
member of Pan’s iocai office, ac- 
companied by a stenographer, visit 
Pan several times weekly for orders, 
dictation and booking conferences. 


MussoliniSays Aken-Tongue 
Songs Off Italy’s Screens 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
Mussolini has now barred all 


singing in foreign tongues from 
Italy’s talking screens. This goes 
for all Italy, says a cable to the De- 
partment of Commerce. 

Recently, the Italian dictator put 
a ban on all dialog pictures in for- 
eign tongues, but singing was al- 
lowed to remain. Now both are out. 

Another censoring ban is being 
strictly enforced against all pictures 
with Russian stories, settings or at- 
mosphere. Source of the picture now 
being considered, with several Amer- 
ican films already refused showings 














BOW-RICHMAN 
INITIAL MODEL 


“Broadway Suicide Stuff” in 
Hollywood with Resultant 
Publicity Displeasing to 
Producers—Old Silent 
Days Gone — Couple 
Announced Marriage 








DIGNITY WITH TALKERS 





Morally, as well as technically, 
filmdom is upheaving. The Clara 
Bow-Harry Richman finale best 
testifies that from now on it’s not 
only taiking pictures but dignity id 
dialog. Clara and Harry have had 
to rewrite their way in with the 
formal announcement of a marital 
culmination, 

Will Hays is tired of poppering 
high salaried children who should 
have grown up long ago. He’s told 
them all to chastise their own 
charges. And the charges happen to 
be the producers’ actors, actresses, 
directors and prop men. 

The first case on the new record 
of self-infliction appears to be C-H. 
They were told either to say it in 
words or to git. And that meant 
not only out of Par’s starring throne 
for Clara but the closing of the most 
remunerative door that has opened 
to Harry’s erstwhile push or pash. 

It was just a “Broadway suicide” 
for Clara, but handled in such a 
clumsy way by such a box office at- 
traction! A little iodine, the pop- 
ular Times Square prescription, 


(Continued on page 4) 


ACTORS NO LIKE 
LEADING MAN'S 
CRITIQUE 


Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 


As a result of his blossoming 
forth as a dramatic reviewer for 
the Minneapolis “Journal,” local 
evening and Sunday sheet, during a 
week off, Victor Jory, Bainbridge 
Players’ leading man, is persona 
non grata with some of his fellow 
players. It is said harmony back 
stage at the Shubert theatre, dra- 
matic stock house, is conspicuous 
by its absence. 

When Merle Potter, “Journal” 
drama editor, learned that Jory 
would be out of the cast of “She 
Got What She Wanted” at the Shu- 
bert last week because of a week's 
vacation in recognition of his ser- 
vices during the season, he got the 
bug to have the stock company 
leading man cover the show at his 
own theatre 

To the surprise of everybody, 

(Continued on page 4) 














in Italy. 


STARS MUST BEHAVE 





Radio Career Is Gamble but Nice; 
Qld Women as Ingenues on Air 








A New “Moe” 


An agent dropped backstage 
at a Brooklyn vaude theatre 
last week to talk with an act. 
As he entered the stage door 
he noted unusual activity, 
everybody scrapping for the 
mirrors and dolling up. 

“What's the idea?” he asked 
of a chorus girl, who was 
stretching every muscle. 

“Everybody wants to be hot 
tonight,” said the girl, “Ling, 
of the Oriental restaurant, is 
out front. He’s putting on a 











new revue.” 








FILM ACTORS SPEAKING 
SEVERAL LANGUAGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
As a forerunner to a time when 
all featured screen actors will be 
required to speak many languages, 
Vilma Banky, now playing the same 
role in the German version of “Sun- 


kissed,” as she did in the Eng- 
lish for M-G, is taking private les- 
sons in German while on the set and 
during her spare time at home. 

This practice is also in effect with 
many other stars and featured play- 
ers, who want to be prepared when 
called upon to make foreign ver- 
sions of their English parts. 


Clemenceau Tablet Where 
Tiger’ LivedinN. Y.in 1870 


Loew's has secured the permis- 
sion and co-operation of the French 
government to erect a bronze tab- 
let in commemoration of the late 


Premiere, Georges Clemenceau, in a 
niche of the outside wall of Loew’s 
Sheridan theatre, 12th street and 
7th avenue, New York City. H. A. 
Berg, handling the details for Loew’s, 
unearthed that in 1870 Georges 
Clemenceau, then a political exile, 
made his residence on the site 
where the Sheridan theatre now 
stands. At that time the future 
Tiger of France taught and prac- 
ticed medicine. 

The tabiet will be unveiled on 
the afternoon of Jan. 4. Stands 
will be erected outside the theatre. 
The 16th infantry band will supply 
martial airs ard the American Le- 
gion will be represented. Loew’s 
is now arranging a radio broad- 
cast over WHN. 

The tablet, now in the process of 
molding, will be 13 by 24 inches. 








RADIO CENSUS 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
During the taking of the Federal 
census next year, a check up on the 
ownership of radio sets ~vill also 
be made. 





A radio career is getting to be 
an end in itself. It is a large field 


for performers, is steadily growing, 
and is one at which every one 
can get a crack. No waiting for 
a suitable or type part to crop up; 
the placing by an agent, or the 
struggle to get an audition. 

Radio auditions, and there are 
any number weekly, are open to 
practically everyone. The veriest 
amateurs and people with years of 
study behind them are tried out. No 
one can tell who will have “mike 
sense” and a convincing air per- 
sonality. 

The advantages of radio perform- 
ing are many. A very fair living 
can be made at it, with always the 
chance the radio will make one and 
bring fame. 

Girls and other performers who 

(Continued on page 60) 


INDIFFERENT TO LIFE, 
JIMMY HUSSEY DISOBEYS 


Disobeying his physicians, who 
ordered the comedian to Saranac 


instanter, Jimmy Hussey instead 
left Sunday the bed he was hardly 
able to leave in New York for a 
visit to George Wilson’s physical 
training camp. 

Billy Lahiff, George Cohan and 
Jack Dempsey ineffectually tried to 
convince Hussey the best place for 
him, as the doctor ordered, is Sar- 
anac. Hussey turned down all of 
his friends on that advice. He fiatly 
refused to leave for the mountains, 
despite his weakened condition. 

It required over a year’s time of 
Billy Lahiff, The Tavern’s propri- 
etor and a close friend of Jimmy's 
before Lahiff could inveigle Hussey 
into a doctor’s office. That he did 
last week by telling Jimmy the doc- 
tor was a dentist and his teeth must 
be looked after. But it was a lung 
specialist who examined Hussey, 
unbeknownst to the patient. Pre- 
viously Hussey had refused to see 
a doctor, saying he might send him 
away. That's exactly what the 
specialist prescribed, and Saranac, 
without a minute’s delay. 

Lahiff arranged for Hussey’s en- 
trance into the N. V. A. Sanatarium 
through Pat Casey. Meanwhile 
Jimmy protested he wouldn't go, 
which called in the friendly advis- 
ors. All arrangements were made 
on the New York and Saranac ends 
Saturday and Sunday for Jimmy to 
leave and be received. 





Then he left for the Wilson 
camp, a short way from New 
York. 
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MME. MORICE MAY GET 
MOULIN ROUGE BLDG. 





Paris, Dec. 17. 
Foucret, owner of the Moulin 
Rouge, has extended the option 


given Mme. Mcrice on the theatre 


for two months. Latter is backed 
by M. Calman, industrialist and 
stock market operator, with the 
theatre having reopened Dec. 6, as 
a wired house playing “Fox Follies.” 

Mme. Morice will have to pro- 


duce $160,000 on Feb. 6, or lose one 
quarter of that amount as the price 
of the option. But it is now said 
that the deal will be bigger than 
originally planned. Report is that 
negotiations are on for the woman 
to take over, besides the theatre, 
the ballroom and night club in the 
building. Total payment would then 
amount to $720,000, the Februarv 
payment then being the first of a 
long series. 

Mme. Morice, with the backing of 
Calman came to notice a few years 
ago when she bought the magnifi- 


cent estate of La Guette where she 
started farming and breeding on u 
grand scale. She opened deluxe 


restaurants in Le Touquet and on 
the Boulevard Haussman, but mis- 
managed the property to such an 
extent that she lost practically all 
of the investment at one time. Fou- 
cret offered to form a corporation 
to take La Guette off her hands, but 
this was declined. She then inter- 
ested Calman in show business, 

Calman has a piece in the present 
Mistinguett show at the Casino de 
Paris. 

When Mme. Morice takes up the 
option on the Moulin Rogue part of 
the money will come from Calman, 
and from Foucret himself in ex- 
change for what equity she still 
holds in La Guette, most of this 
being under lien or attachment 
which this time she will allow 
Foucret to turn into a corporation, 
for a hotel or a nursing home. 

If she takes up the option, she 
will be in control of Moulin Rouge 
building in May and, it is said, the 
policy will then switch to part pic- 
tures and part musichall revues, 
produced by Varna, Saint-Granier 
and Leseyeux, the latter both well 
known authors. 


WORK GRATIS OR PAY 
TO “MAKE” BIG REVUES 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

Professional amateur racket in 
the big revues is worked here for 
no little money. It evidently means 
some distinction to be associated 
with an important musical and pass 
as an “artist.” Not only does such 
“talent” render service gratis, but 
the sponsors pay large fees to the 
managements to incorporate such 
people in the shows. 

It is said that Mme. Morice paid 
the Dufrenne-Varna management 
200,000 francs ($8,000) so that her 
children, billed as the Guett Broth- 
ers, juvenile talent, could be worked 
in, although contributing nothing. 

Same management is reported to 
have accepted a sizeable fee from 
the femme backer of Pierre Meyer 
so that he be included in their 
forthcoming production, “Good 
News.” 


Kyrle Bellew Named 


London, Dec. 17. 

Kyrle Bellew, widow of Arthur 
Bourchier, is cited as co-respondent 
in the divorce action against John 
Beckett, Socialist member of Parlia- 
ment, 

This is the actress’ second ex- 
perience in the co-respondent role. 
Violet Vanburgh named her in her 
successful divorce suit against 
Bourchier. 





“ROOF” CLOSING 
London, Dec. 17. 
Galsworthy’s “The Roof” is 
wacating the Vaudeville Jan. 4, 
It will be succeeded by a revival 
of “French Leave” under the Archie 
Debear regime. 


Canadian Girl Weds Title 
London, Dec. 17. 
Frances Doble, Canadian actress, 
married Sir Anthony Lindsay Hogg 
here yesterday (Monday). 


The Tiller Dancing Schools 
of America, Inc. 


64 WEST 74th ST. NEW YORK 
MARY RBAD. President 
Phone Endicott 8216-€ 
New Classes Now Forming 
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| Melbourne 


By C. R. BRADISH 





Melbourne, Nov. 15. 

John Tait, director of William- 
son-Tait, announces that the dam- 
age to His Majesty’s, the audi- 
torium of which was ruined by fire, 
would not exceed $200,000 and that 
it is not the intention of the firm 
to proceed hastily with reconstruc- 
tion. Plans are being considered 
for a more modern interior. 

Blaze has put W-T’s new Com- 
edy theatre on the cctive list with 
“Brewster’s Millions.” Present idea 
is to hold the Comedy for straight 
legit shows and the more spacious 


Royal for musicals. “Hold Every- 
thing,” with the Kendalls and Gus 
Bluett in the leads, is the current 
attraction at the latter house. 
Business, enhanced by Melbourne 


Cup race last week, has been'‘strong. 
King’s theatre, the ‘other large 
legit house under Williamson-Tait 
control, will shortly be vacated by 
the Frank Neil Co. in “Whoopee.” 
Neil has been working on a per- 
centage basis. This show gocs to 
New Zealand next season. 





Arrangement between W-T and 
the Fullers: for an interchange of 
vaudeville artists between Sydney 
and Melbourne, is not expected to 
last longer than six months. It 
was made to relieve a _ situation 
which had compelled’ these two 
firms to close their respective 
vaudeville houses in the two cap- 
itals. 

Tivoll, W-T house in Sydney, 
was closed almost coincidently with 
the closure of the Fullers’ Bijou in 
Melbourne. Ernest Lotinga, now in 
his third burlesque show, will, on 
the conclusion of his Melbourne 
run, go to the Fuller National in 
Sydney. Tivoli, Melbourne, will 
then be given over to Fuller vaude. 





Considerable speculation in show 
circles as to the future of the Tivoli, 
Sydney, which is controlled by a 
subsidiary company which is the 
offspring of the parent W-T firm. 
Following .the sound picture in- 
vasion, business at the Tivoli has 
been generally off, and a few weeks 
ago the idea of converting the 
house into films was _ seriously 
mooted. Plan was abandoned when 
it was discovered that the cost of 
alteration and installation would 
give the directors insomnia. 

Tivoli is actually owned by W-T, 
but the ownership involves a ground 
lease granted to the Abrahams 
Bros., subsequently ‘sub-leased ‘by 
them to the Harry Rickards Tivoli 
Theatre Co., and by it again sub- 
leased to the subsidiary firm afore- 
said. It would take four lawyers 
to disentangle the rights of the 
various parties concerned, though 
clear that W-T commands the the- 
atre both ways. 

Original Abrahams lease has 17 
years to go. One report is that if 
a good price were offered now W-T 
would seriously contemplate sell- 
ing. 


“Show Boat” Talker, 
Legit, Both Closing 


Sydney, Dec. 17. 
“Show Boat,” both in the film and 
the legit version and running simul- 
taneously here, are about to close. 
Screen story had a fair measure 
of success, while the legit piece 
flopped badly. 








LONDON CENTURIES 


London, Dec. 17. 
-“Sorry You’ve Been Troubled,” 
“The Calendar” and “Jew Suss” are 
all celebrating their 100th perform- 
ances in London this week. 





WEATHER 


London, Dec. 17. 

The rain moderated over the 
week-end and now it is balmy with 
temperature around 50 and the sun 
bright. Floods in the Thames Val- 
ley are subsiding. However, fogs 
are forecast both for London and 
the provinces. 








Paris, Dec. 17. 

Abominable rainy weather here is 
ruining the trade of theatres and 
cabarets. Downpour rivals that re- 
ported last week from London. Ugly 
weather is keeping the people in- 
door nights and doing great dam- 
age to the theatres, aided by the 
holiday approach and the effects of 
the market crash, 





Washington, Dec. 17. 

The Weather Bureau has furnished 
“Variety” with the following fore- 
east for week beginning tomorrow 
(18): 

Snow and colder over west por- 
tions and rain over east portions 
Wednesday; this side of the Rock- 
ies; Thursday and Friday cold and 
mostly fair. 

Saturday increasing cloudiness 
but not so cold, followed by snow 
over west portions. 

Sunday (22) snow or rain. 








“heks—. 
(ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


(CH'C) 


Originators of 
edy. 

Arriving South Africa per Arman- 
dale Castle, and duc to open De- 
cember 9. 

Three weeks, Empire Theatre, 
Johannesburg; two weeks, Durban; 
two weeks; Capetown. 


Represented by JENIE JACOBS 


RUSSIAN’S CHILD BALLET 
JUGGLES LABOR LAWS 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

New wrinkle to get around the 
juvenile labor laws in Europe has 
been added by Jean A. Grechen, a 
Russian, who is here organizing a 
ballet corps of 15 girls of from nine 
to 12-years-old. He expects to start 
showings in February. 


Idea is not to produce an act, 
but merely show the public what 
suitable tuition can do for future 
artists. Permits, with suitable in- 
fluence may be obtained under this 
guise. 


Demonstration or act, will last 
about 45 minutes, comprising about 
16 different dances with original 
sets and music. Star of the troupe 
is young Irene, scarcely nine years 
old, who has already appeared at 
the Paris Opera. 


Contract between Grechen and the 
parents of the children for his giv- 
ing them, hesides dancing tuition, a 
suitable course of general learning 
and education. Several dancing 
masters are attached to the school. 
Grechen, stated that one of his 
difficulties has been to weed out 
applicants undesirable, either be- 
cause of their parent’s character, or 
on account of their own in spite of 
their age. He expects to give his 
first show in February either at the 
Paramount or the Empire. He then 
plans to go to Brussels, Berlin,. 
Hamburg, Munchen, 


“Tin-Type” com- 











and London. 


Berlin Operetta of ’80’s 
Berlin, Dec. 17. 

“Parisian Life,” operetta of the 
80’s, by Jacques Offenbach, is in re- 
vival at the Renaissance. Had a 
successful premiere. 

Piece which deals with the can 
can period, contemporary with Du- 
Maurier’s “Tritby,” has undergone 
some slight modernizing of score 
and text, but retains much of its 
old charm and looks like a success 
here. 


ADA MAY FOR ENGLAND 


London, Dec. 17. 
Ada May has been engaged for 
the next C. B, Cochran revue, due 
to open in Manchester in February. 
It comes to the London Pavilion 
March 28. 


SAILINGS 


Dec. 28 (New York to Florida) 
Jack Crawford and band (Evan- 
geline). 


Dec. 27 (Capetown to London), 
Vernon Watson, Erikson’ Bros., 
Derry and Sloan (Balmoral Castle). 

Dec. 17 (New York to West In- 
dies), May Irwin (Resolute). 


Dec. 17 (London to New York), 
Lady Diana Manners, Katherine 
Goodson (Mauretina). 


Dec. 16 (Paris to New York), 
Leon Errol, Charles Francis Coe, 
Roy Howard, Mr. and Mrs. Raoul 
Walsh and child (Leviathan). 


Dec. 14, (New York » London) 
Joseph M. Schenck, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Goldwyn (Bremen). 

Dec. 12 (Sydney to Vancouver), 
Berrington Miller (Niagara). 

Dec. 12 (London to Capetown), 
Cherry Kearton and Mrs, Kearton 
(Guilford Castle). 

Dec. 12 (Paris to New York), Jack 





Forester (Rochambeau). 


London Chatter | 


London, Dec. 8. 

- Dora Maughan is back. 9 
Baclonova has arrived for talker. 
Moon songs are the current rage 
again. 

June’s gone crazy.on dogs. 

Mud and long skirts make the 
taximen happy. Long skirts for 
daytime seem to. be going out al- 
ready. 

Gilbert Frankau’s next is ‘Martin 
Make-Believe.” 

Strand theatre’s had 13 losers this 
year, 

Dillingham’s still hanging on for 
Bobby Howes, waiting for London 
run to end. 

Robert Atkins may take Shakes- 
peare under his wing. 

Fox threw a lunck for the news- 
paper men to meet Raoul Walsh. 
Leslie Henson’s offering free stalls 
to golfers who’ve holed in one on 
“Follow Thru.” 

“Melodies and Memories” 
variety hit these days. 

Eva Gray is the sleeping beauty 
at Drury Lane this Xmas. 

Negroes are the rage in vaude 
here, with all colored bills on the 
rise. 

Talk of a ’tween schedule shut- 
down at Elstree. 

Warners’ press department found 
a leakage of 200 trade show tickets. 
Harry Lachman goes with Brit- 
ish International for two more 
years. 

“Daily Mail” is doing a “death 
to the talkers” stunt.’ Editorials, 
reader letters, etc. 

Lydia Kyasht, dancer, has writ- 
ten a book, “Romantic Recollec- 
tions.” 

Studio betting is 100 per cent. on 
“Juno and the Paycock,” Alfred 
Hitchcock’s talker on O’Casey’s 
play. 

British Filmcraft, indie unit, tied 
up with RCA, chucked the contract 
because it was waiting teo long. 
Dived for Powers, held up for a 
few weeks, clamored for. installa- 
tion, didn’t get it and finally closed 
with an unknown British system. 
Speed cops on motor bikes, new 
here, 

There’s talk of a Shavian Sym- 
phony. 

Gladys Cooper comes back in Jan- 
uary. 

Faith Bevan’s back on the boards. 
Furtwangler, conductor, is filling 
the Albert Hall. 
“Siberian Garrison,” 
book to click. 

Now giving Provincial premieres 
to talkers. , 

Anton Dolin’s next ballet will be 
about tennis. 
Girls are 
ankles. 
“Wedding of the Painted Doll” 
chosen the year’s biggest song hit. 
Baby born on the “Flying Scots- 
man” (train). Too late to get it 


into film. 
Honolulu 


By MABEL THOMAS 

Honolulu, Dec. 6. 
Sojin, Chinese screen player from 
Hollywood, passed through here on 
his way to Japan. Sojin’s trip is at 
the invitation of the Shochiku Cin- 
ema Theatres, and is scheduled to 
make personal appearances in their 
theatres at Tokio, Osaka, Kobe and 
Nagoya. 





best 


latest war 


now tatooing their 





H. B. Warner and son spent their 
vacation here as the house guests of 
the former Governor and Mrs. G. 
Carter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bell Wright 
are wintering here at the Halekulani. 
Author plans completing two stories 
before leaving. 








Jefferson Hawaiian Film Co. was 
short lived. Jefferson formerly di- 
rected Harold Lioyd, and thought 
there was a chance of doing a story 
here, with local capital. Erska Wil- 
son brought two leads, Gladys Mc- 
Connell and Hugh Allen, from Los 
Angeles Nov. 2, but they returned 
Nov. 28. Films to be finished there. 
There are two law suits pending 
over unpaid salaries of the leads 
and their expenses. 





Kentucky Jubilee Singers, Negro 
troupe, scored at the Auditorium 
under the management of Randolph 
Forbes and J. McBrayne. Sailing 
for San Francisco Dec. 4. Troupe 
came here from Australia. 





Mme. Dusolina Gianini arrived on 
Thanksgiving Day from Australia, 
remained one day, and gave a con- 
cert at the Princess theatre. Then 
sailed for Los Angeles with her 
mother and party. 





Winifred Nimo, new leading lady 
for the Richard Wilbur Players, 
opened Dec, 2 in “The Squall.” 
Warmly received. 





Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks 
will remain here one week on their 





way back to Hollywood. 


- FREAK STYLE TRYOUT 


~ Nice, Dec. 9. 
Because it’s a place where any« 
thing goes once, the Riviera is be- 
coming more and more a style try- 
out center. 
Couturiers frequently send their 
more freaky frocks into 
Cannes an@ Monte Carlo cold 
watch the reactions. 
This year they happened to have 
been helped by the Thanksgiving 
day dinner at the Palais de la Medi« 
terranee. Hoping to force the Rivié 
era season to open four weeks’ - 
earlier than the moneyed mob de,... 
erees, everybody worked sard to 
make this dinner a success,-and it 
was a sell-out. 
The glittering, Gould-owned casi-, 
no, which has been floppo since it; 
opened a year ago up to now, looked 
its best. American, English and 
French poured in to dine on turkey, 
The dressmakers hopped on this 
chance to show. their silks and 
proved that there is probably no 
more beautiful background in the 
world for a mannequin parade than 
this same Palais de la Mediterranee, 
Topping the eye-fillers was a black 
and white bird dress that went 
about like this: suspended by a nar- 


Nice, 
and 


frow band round her throat, hung a 


creation in black velvet. Not much 
corsage in front and showing all 
the back she possessed and just a 
flowing circular skirt. Graceful and 
chic. On a well poised head this 
black and white bird of paradise 
wore a little skull cap of black vel- 
vet and white cock feathers hiding 
all hair. 

Dignity and graciousness were 
displayed by another lady whose 
white hair perfectly groomed would_, 
have been enough, but a white satin ,. 
gown with diamante and lace made, 
a perfect setting for one with so. 
much queenly grace. ; ; 
And shawls! Every color, every... 
size and shape. afl 
In frocks, moire and satin were in — 
the majority. Flowered chiffon here 
and there looked a trifle passe. Eve- 
ning cloaks were more than elaboe 
rate, many being carried out in bro- 
cade and luxurious furs. 

A graceful little Italien countess 
wore a dainty dress of blue taffeta. 
and tulle, which set off her lovely... 
olive skin. Another dress in black. 
moire showed the new slanting . 
lines, one shoulder being suspended. ,,, 
only by a very narrow diamante . 
strap, very low at the back and a 
graceful sweeping skirt. 


Reject $395,000 


London, Dec. 17. 
Verrey’s Cafe, one time fashion- 
able Regent street rendezvous, was)!’ 
put up at auction yesterday (Mone ~* 
day). wy 
Highest bid of $395,000 was ree 4! 
jected. So 


Americans Abroad 


Paris, Dec. 8. 
Jack Cohn (Columbia) and wife 
to Berlin and Cannes on a quick . 
jaunt, returning in late December; .. 
Raoul Walsh and wife, Dorothy 
Love; Joe Cohn, RKO advertising 

agent, vacationing. 


Cossack Choir in Egypt 


Cairo, Dec. 17. 
Bayan Cossack Russian Choff 
which is touring the Near East has, 
been remarkably well received in, 
Cairo, Alexandria and Port Said. 


in Orient 
Cairo, Dec. 17. 

Somerset Maugham, English drae 
matist, is on a trip up the Nile as 
far as Assuan, intent upon visiting 
the ancient wonders of this oldest 
land. 


Maugham 


Cairo Cafe Dates a 

Cairo, Dec, 17. .,, 

Jill Hill and Gerald Vere, billed, 

as direct from London, are making 

their first appearance in the Pere 
roquet here. 





— 
— = = — 








When we speak of our- 
selves we say we are sen- 


sitive; when we speak © 
others we say they are 
touchy. 





MB. AND MRS. JACK NORWOBTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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RIVIERA BECOMES NEW 











8s 


5 


Firs 
vaude 
undert 
Berlin 

He 
comm ' 
of lea 
taken 
that 1 
ville a 
house: 

Hou 
amons 
Plaza 
heim, 
burg : 

Mar 
that t! 
way t 
older 
ment. 


ETI 


will 
$5 


Altl 
150 tc 
in Lo! 
Lou } 
Plant: 
draw 
centas 
Mitch 
Paris. 
April 
is ser 
time 1 

Mite 
Rue f 
restau 
the 1 
Montr 
sold <¢ 
ness t 
years 
has‘ be 
Four t 

Mite 
all n 
same 
tion, \ 
Santo: 

The 
string 
Cham 
‘Ameri 
Ameri 
cousin 
everyt 
and a 


Sant 


Pau 
élub 
swank 
whole 
ley-P: 
Dany. 

San 
eperat 
Paris 
lissem 
Santo 

Clul 
Perro 
Paler1 
Tiend 


Bel 


Josi 
the Ss: 
uled 
Ameri 


Mary 
is cur 
be “Jo 


CC 


Moo 
days 
tinent 
cow v 
Pire 3 
low. 


P 


Glac 
Pea rsi 
daugh 


Yeh 
Virtue 








ave 
ing 
di« 
ivis 
eks o 
des 


to. @ 


i it 


iSi« , 
> ifm, 
kKed 
and 
ey. 
his 
and 
no 
the 
1an 
1ee, 
ack 
ent 





inte . 





17. 

dra- 
le as 
iting 
ldest 


17. sie 
pilled , 
iking 

Pere 





\ 


RTH 











“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafaigar Square 











FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 





CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 3 











a 


Germany Trying for Vaudeville 
Comeback—Marx Forms Trust 








Berlin, Dec. 17. 


First serious effort to bring back 
yaudeville in Germany has been 
undertaken by Jules Marx, of the 
Berlin Scala and Plaza. 

He has organized a “trust” or 
community of interest of a string 
of . 
taken to administer them in a way 
that may make two-a-day vaude- 
ville a real competitor of the picture 
houses. 

Houses in the combine include 
among others the Berlin Scala and 
Plaza and houses in Leipsig, Man- 
heim, Hanover, Magdelburg, Ham- 
burg and Vienna, 

Many in the trade here believe 
that the new organization points the 
way to a definite comeback of the 
older form of specialty entertain- 
ment. 


ETHEL WALTERS’ FAVOR 


Will Work for Lou Mitchell and 
$300 at the New Plantation 
Paris, Dec. 17. 
Aithough Ethel Waters got from 
150 to 250 pounds ($1,250) a week 
in London, when she opens here for 
Lou Mitchell (colored) at the new 
Plantation next month, she will 
draw only around $300 and no per- 





centage. Doing it as a favor to 
Mitchell plus the desire to play 
Paris. Eddie South comes over in 


April for Mitchell and Billy Pierce 
is sending other talent here from 
time to time, 

Mitchell’s quick lunchery on the 
Rue Pigalle was the first American 
restaurant of its type, and is still 
the favorite wind-up haunt in 
Montmaartre, although Mitchell 
sold out a highly lucrative busi- 
ness to whites. He came over 12 
years ago with a colored band and 
has’ beén here ever since. Versatile 
Four the current attraction. 

Mitchell now has a downstairs 
all night quick-lunchery, in the 
same building housing his Planta- 
tion, which he is operating for Paul 
Santog, the local nite club king. 

The ninth spoke in the Santos’ 
string opens next spring on the 
Champs-Elysees with an eye to 
American trade. Lee Weiler, 
American, and Harry Reichenbach’s 
cousin, is associated with Santos on 
everything in an executive capacity 
and as a business partner. 


Santo’s Paris Clubs 
Sold to English Co. 


Paris, Dec. 17. 

Paul Santo, the Parisian night 
élub mogul controlling a dozen 
swank resorts, has sold out the 
whole group to Huntley, of Hunt- 
ley-Palmer’s British biscuit com- 
pany. 

Santo will continue in charge of 
@peration for the new owners, the 
Paris company being called Etab- 
lissement Santolini, that being 
Santo’s real name. 

Clubs involved include the famous 


Perroquet de Paris, Embassy, 
Palermo, Eagle, Plantation and 
Tienda. 





Belgrade Goes Foreign 





Belgrade, Dec. 17. 

Josip Kulundjutch, producer at 
thé State theatre here, has sched- 
uled an entire season of Anglo- 
American plays. 

He has already done “Trial of 
Mary Dugan,” “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
is current and the next piece will 
be Journey's End.” 


CONTINENT TO BRITAIN 


London, Dec. 17. 
Moore and Lewis arrived a few 
days ago from dates on the Con- 
tinent. They are this week in Glas- 
cow with Palladium, Holburn Em- 
ta and Coliseum, London to fol- 


—$—___. 


PEARSONS’ DAUGHTER 

es London, Dec. 17. 

ne s Cooper, wife of Sir Neville 
4rson, became the 

daughter Dec. 12. ncmey: Fa tag 





——— 


Violinist Craze 
Yeh: New Amsterdam, Dec. 17, 
wire udi Menuhim, violin concert 
“os0, is Holland’s newest craze. 


leading theatres and has under- | 


(4 U. S, ACTS REGISTER: 
PALLADIUM BIZ IS OFF 


London, Dec. 17. 
Palladium (vaudeville) held its 
worst second house last night 
(Monday) in months despite an 
jabove average bill. Drop in busi- 
neses, of course, attributed to the 


jusual pre-holiday lull. 


Three American acts in 
up and all did well. 
accordionist, 


the line- 
Diero, piano- 
relying too much on 
high-brow selections, nevertheless 
made them like it while Chilton 
and Thomas, dancers, were an 
emphatic hit. Man’s _§ intricate 
routine, delivered nonchalantly, was 
the high spot. 

Helen Johns’ 
well received 


Glorious Girls were 
despite being no 
novelty here due to the preceding 
|Bonjohns of Babe Egan. Show’s 
lclosing act, Three Cresso Brothers, 





also scored. Strong man _ turn 
which practically held house in- 
tact. 

Another American act to click 
was Powers* Elephants, making 
their first appearance in English 


at the Coliseum. 


Vic Palace Holding Vaude? 
Albambra’s Films a Factor 


London, Dec. 17. 


Latest intimation is that the Vic- 
toria Palage will continue playing 
vaudeville, at feast until the end of 
February. Proffered reason is that 
the legit production listed for this 
house is not ready, but the inside 
bunch believe that the Alhambra 
is more than a little responsible. 

In that the Alhambra has been 
wired for pictures, the boys are 
figuring that the Vice Palace stands 
a good chance of re-establishing it- 
self as a vaude proposition. No 
surprise if this vet house now 
definitely retains its former policy. 


Sinjin Quits 
London, Dec. 17. 

St. John Ervine, of his own voli- 
tion, 4s through as a critic. He was 
on “The Observer.” 

His retirement is to write biogra- 
phies, although he will keep in 
touch with the theatre by doing 
weekly articles. 


Joel London Holdings 
All Offered for Sale 


London, Dec. 17. 

Solly Joel, who controls the Globe 
here under a 55-year lease, has pub- 
licly offered the property for sale 
subject to existing tenancies. 

Manager also has offered to dis- 
pose of his heavy holdings in the 
Drury Lane. 


vaudeville, 











“Abie” Delights Serbia 


Belgrade, Dec. 17. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” retitled 
“Thrice Married” was produced at 
the State theatre here and is a 
rousing success. 

Nikola Goshitch played Solomon 
Levy with his characteristic skill. 
Audiences decided the Anne 
Nichol’s play doesn’t go very deep 
into the problem of intermarriage, 
but voted it great entertainment. 

The Jewish population here Is 
greatly concerned with the inter- 
marriage problem. 


“PRINCE” AT MARIGNY 
Paris, Dec. 17. 

As soon as Volterra recovers from 
his illness, the deal for “Student 
Prince,” in French, will be consum- 
mated. Volterra went to London to 
view the English version of the 
operetta when stricken. 

“Prince” will follow the 
Dearly comic opera at the Marigny. 








HARRY WELDON LOW 
London, Dec. 17. 
Little hope is held out for the 
recovery of Harry Weldon. 
His condition makes it doubtful 
lthat he will survive the week. 








Max | 








“WILL MAHONEY 


in Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book,” 
44th St. Theatre, N. Y. C. 

The New York “Times” said: 
“Chief of Mr. Carroll’s performers 
is the slipping, sliding, tumbling 
Will Mahoney, who sings with rare 
low comedy mérriment and whose 
dancing is constantly menaced by 
the law of gravity.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





SEQUEL TO “CAPTIVE” 
RAPS LOUNGE LIZARDS 


Paris, Dec. 1T. 

Edouard Bourdet, author of “La 
Prisonniere” (“The Captive’’) a sen- 
sation here and the 
States, has delivered another smash 
in his play “Le Sexe Faible” (“The 
Weaker Sex’) at the Theatre 
Michodiere. 

New. piece is a biting satire on 
the young generation of boys 
trained for marriage to wealthy 
women and they are pictured as 
glorified and legalized as well as 
socially successfull parasites. 

Play sparkles with brilliant dia- 
log. Victor Boucher heads an ex- 
cellent cast, supported by Pierre 
Brasseur, Jose Noguero and Fer- 
nand Fabre. 

Discreetly adapted the piece 
would have a good chance to click 
on Broadway. Boucher plays a 
Ritz head waiter, the hostelry of 
that name filing a protest against 
the use of its title and a replica 
of its lobby which makes one of the 
play’s scenes. 

Play also rather broadly hints at 
certain Austro-Hungarian person- 
ages and protests are looked for 
from that quarter. Both details are 
probably designed as_ publicity 
dodges, recalling the Roumanian 
ministry’s protest which recently 
helped another current attraction. 





banned in 


Social Satire Makes 
Good Berlin Start 


Berlin, Dec. 17. 

“Hummer House,” by the recently 
deceased Herrmann Unger, has 
been produced with good results at 
the Schiffbauer theatre here. 

Play is a bitter lampoon on the 
middle classes and would never get 
past the American censors, but here 
it was received with favor, due in 
large part to a colorful perform- 
ance. 


Cochran Has Guitrys 


London, Dec. 17. 
C. B. Cochran is to bring the 
Guitrys, Sacha and Yvonne Prin- 
temps te Londen in June. 
Guitry is writing a revue for the 
engagement, in which Mme. Prin- 
temps will sing and dance, 


XMAS CIRCUS ON 
Logdon, Dec. 17. 

Bertram Mills’ annual. circus, 
running for six weeks during the 
holidays and later, starts at Olym- 
pia hall Dec. 290. 

A new feature this year is the 
Hanneford Family. 


Ted Trevor Recovers 
London, Dec. 17. 

Ted Trevor is out of the hospital 
after four months in bed, result of 
a crack-up on the Brooklands 
motor racetrack, where he was 
driving a speed car. 

He is scheduled for the juvenile 
role in a West End production. 





‘Variety’ 2 Thursdays 





Next week “Variety” will be 
out in Greater New York on 
Thursday (26). Due to Christ- 
mas falling on Wednesday. 

Thursday of the following 
New Year’s week also will be 
circulation day for “Variety” in 
New York. 

Distribution 
changed either 


elsewhere un- 
week, 


THAT MINK COAT STORY 
MADE INTO BERLIN PLAY 


Dec. 17. 


Berliner theatre has been en- 











Berlin, 
The 
gaged for the production of “Mon- 
farce by Max Wolff, 
made out of a funny story current 
in New York several years ago. 
Action has te do with a mink 
coat presented to a married wom- 
an by her lover. Woman pawns 
it and tells husband she found the 
pawn ticket, asking him to redeem 
it for her. Husband returns with 


sieur Gaston,” 


a moth eaten coat, and it is dis- 
closed later that he redeemed the 
gooc one and presented it to his 
own mistress. 


Play has a new ending in a court 
proceeding which brings a second 
mink coat for the wife and all ends 
happily. 

Pretty slight material and would 
have served better for a musical 
comedy book, for which purpose it 
was originally planned. 


Cochran On Swaff 


Seuthampton, Dec: 17. 


Just before boarding the “Levia- 
than” tonight (Tuesday) for New 
York, Charles B. Cochran had his 
say about one Swaffer and that 
Swaffer saying in “Variety” of Dec. 
4 that Cochran’s “Bitter Sweet,” at 
His Majesty's, had fallen off in 
business. 

“Taint so,” said Cochran. “Not 
a single unsold seat since the com- 
mencement of the run. Show’s orig- 
inal buy with the agencies expires 
Jan. 4, and they have renewed for 
12 weeks, 

“Tell Swaff to get his information 
from me on anything, and he can’t 
go wrong.” 








Paris Critics’ Peeve 
Paris, Dec. 17. 

Lothar’s comedy “Le Loup Garou” 
is a risque but amusing farce from 
Vienna, done at the Coumartin, 
Paris. Plot: 

A prudish young man is invited 
to the country home of an elderly 
countess. She becomes interested 
in him and does everything to lure 
him into a rendezvous. Uninten- 
tionally she has an adventure with 
a valet instead, while the young 
prof. marries her niece. 

In the cast are Pierre Stephen, 
Marcelle Yrven and Simone Dulac. 
Paris critics passed up the produc- 
tion unanimously, taking umbrage 
at the management for inviting 
them to a matinee several days 
after the premiere. 





Jane Marnac’s New Play 





Paris, Dec. 17. 

Jane Marnac’s production of “The 
Shanghai Gesture’”’ opens at the 
Apollo here Dec. 20. At that time 
the revival of “Trial of Mary Du- 
gan” will be transferred from the 
Apollo to the Ambigu. 

“Mary Dugan” ran a whole sea- 
son at the Apollo and was closed 
while it was in full stride to make 
room for “Street Scene” which flop- 
ped sadly. “Mary Dugan” was then 
revived as a stop gag during the 
preparation of “Shanghai Gesture.” 


Vienna’s Guignol 


Vienna, Dec. 17. 

The Municipal Burg theatre here 
saw the world premiere of “Phan- 
toms,” two one-acters somewhat in 
the mode of the Grand Guignol of 
Paris, written by Gerhard Haupt- 
mann. 

The first is a grewsome medieval 
theme and the second a satire on 
the fourth dimension. Attraction 
met a mixed reception from the 
conservative Burg theatre audience. 

Fowler and Tamara at Kit Cat 

London, Dea, 17. 

Having played a fortnight at the 
| Piccadilly hotel, Fowler and Tamara 
jopened at the Kit Cat restaurant. 
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WONDERPUL NIGHT’ OFF 
~ ROYALTY-EXEMPT LIST 


| 





Vienna, Dec. 17. 

| If the Austrian Parliament had 
not enacted a new amendment to 
the copyright law, extending pro- 
tection to owners of material and 
|their heirs for an additional two 
|years beyond the original 30-year 
period, Mrs. Adela Strauss, widow 
iof Johann Strauss, the “waltz 
| king” would have been deprived of 
|all royalties on the Shubert pro- 
duction of “A Wonderful Night,” 
current at the Majestic, New York. 

Piece is a revival of the Strauss 
work “Die Fledermaus,” copy- 
rights on which expire at the end 
of December. Mrs. Strauss made 
complaint that the Shuberts 
wouldn't wait even that long to 
stage the revival. 

Since the new enactment 
Shuberts are making royalty 
tlements with the widow. 

As a result of the Strauss trouble, 
both Austria and Germany are pro- 
posing new copyright laws, identical 
in intent, operative at the same 
time and both guaranteeing copy- 
right protection for 50 years. 


the 
set- 


NEGRO TROUPE IN EGYPT 


First Colored Musical There—Open 
in Cairo—Company of 40 








Paris, Dec. 17. 

Colored road show, “Louisiana,” 
headed by Louis Douglas, openg in 
Cairo at the Kursaai, Dec. $i, for 
two weeks, and then goes to Alex- 
andria. It’s the first colored mu- 
sical in that territory. 

Gino Arbib, general manager of 
the Transvariety agency, himself 
an Egyptian by birth, is taking the 
company out for the initial weeks, 
the itinerary thereafter embracing 
Syria, Constantinople, Bucharest, 
Budapesth, Trieste and Vienna. 
Troupe numbers 40, 


London Hits Survive 
Christmas Dullness 


London, Dec. 17. 

Business generally is poor at the 
box-office, although the group of 
solid hits is practically unaffected 
by the pre-holiday slump. They 
are all sold out for Boxing night. 

This is normal and usual, but a 
remarkable thing is the fact that 
there has been an unprecedented 
advance sale for Christmas eve. 





“Typhoon” Well Received 


London, Dec, 17. 
Revival of “The Typhoon” at the 
Duchess theatre here last week was 
splendidly acted and enthusiasm of 
its reception was undeniable, Den- 
nis Neilson Terry is starred. 
In spite of favorable start, how- 
ever, feeling here is that gloomy 
nature of the play is against it. 


HEADING ROAD SHOW 


London, Dec. 17. 

Rigoletto Brothers, minus the 
Swanson Sisters but with a com- 
pany of three, open at the Holborn 
Empire (vaudeville)*« Dec. 23 with 
the Palladium to follow. 

After playing the latter date the 
act heads a roadshow of 30 people 
for a tour of General Theatres’ 
houses. 
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British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 





London, Dec. 6. 
Ever since this department started 
fn “Variety” its contributor has been 
bawled out at home for writing the 


flat truth about pictures, finance, 
promotion and other post-quota 
rackets, including film critics dou- 
bling in brass, which, despite the 
Critics’ Circle, still happens. And | 
how! 


Unpatriotic, anti-British and 


scandalmongering have been the 
mildest of the squeals. Those who 
admit the conditions ask why tell 


about them? 

Near two years ago it was shown | 
here American imports into the U. | 
K. market were falling for reasons 
well within the New York offices’ 
control. That’s past, and no doubt 
they don’t give a hoot, especially as | 
they have trebled their shipping of | 
celluloid here over the past nine | 
months. But unless some of the big | 
fellows get wise to what they are | 
creating here it won't last.. Despite | 
the present level of native produc- 
ticn they have to remember the 
films act is here to stay, even 
though some figured a Labor gov- | 
ernment wouldn't be overkeen on 
enforcing it. 

At the end of little more than 
another two years they will be com- 
pulsorily distributing 15% of British 
product. Exhibiters will then be| 
showing 12%% of that, so the full) 
gross of this market America can 
then get, even if no foreign films 
come in and theatres use no more 
than they are obliged under the 
quota, cannot be more than 8742%. 
In practice it will come down to 
nearer 75%. 

And that is the trouble. Not so| 
much that exhibitors are getting a | 
raw deal—they do anyway, and} 
there’s often two sides to that—but | 
the quantity of junk being forced 
on this market at present is terrible. | 

It seems like they are holding off | 
most all the good films so they can | 
unload all the lemons made in the} 
first days of the sound rush, know- 


ing this market, having gone talker, | 
is short of product and has to take | 


what comes. Now and again a good 


one like “Broadway Melody,” ‘“Tres- | 


passer” or “Rio Rita” comes through 
to keep the bottom from falling out, 
but the main supply seems hand 
picked for a market that’s got to 
eat stones or die, 

And if it dies it will die on New 
York and not on the home producer. 

Already exhibitors here have got- 
ten wise to the fact 75% of the ad- 
verse reports from the Renters’ In- 
spection Committee on their equip- 
ment are due not to the apparatus 
or to the operating, but to bad re- 
production on quickies rushed out a 
year ago and now slung over here In 
any shape so long as they’ve got 
some sound on the edge. 

It’s getting to the public, too. Au- 
diences are falling off fast, because 
they find that for one good talker 
they get a dozen lemons. A typical 
case is a theatre in a large west of 
England town. It is taking up after 
wiring about 40% for a month, then 
down to 20%, a few weeks later still 
down to pre-talker level, and finally 
10% below that unless a first-grade 
talker comes along. 

And the exhibitor has the capital 
cost of his equipment and four or 
five times as much to pay for film 
here piled on this lower gross. 

There's only one answer. If 
American producers are in this 
business fer next year and after as 
well, lay off the grab stakes and 
play the market with the high-grade 
stuff only. It’s surely worth it when 
you're getting all of 40% of your 
total foreign sales out of it. 

And give the exhibitor a bit more 
of an even break. You're too short- 
sighted for a clever cofmmercial 
country. Keep soaking 50 per and 
score charges, and you'll keep the 
number of equipments limited to 
what they are now. Play him around 
20 to 25% flat, with shorter period 
bookings, and before you know 
where you are he'll wire all his 
houses and be trading all you can 
ship over. 

Have some horse sense, even if 
rich. 

The Americans are creating a 
sales resistance with English exhib- 
itor and public a greyhound won't 
be able to jump over in another 
year if they don't lay off. 


Madame It’s Talker 
Elinor Glyn has begun on her first 
talker, writing the story, “Knowing 
Men,” herself. She is also directing 
the film, using Elstress studios and 
a color system now called Talki- 
color, believed to be similar to Ray- 
col. Cast is Carl Brisson, Elissa 
Landi, Jeanne de Casalis, Helen 
Haye, Thomas Weguelin and C. M. 
Hallard, all legit. Some have played 
in films before. 
The Most American 
With the taking over of Red 
Knight product by Gaumont di- 
vision of the combine, Gaumont- 
British now has the largest group of 
American product distributed in this 
market. This includes Radio prod- 


| to be issued when necessary, 


fuect, distributed by Ideal company; 
Columbia product by W. & F, Co., 
Tiffany-Stahl and Red Knight by 
Gaumont company. And with Fox 
getting a pretty good break in the 
Gaumont-British premiere houses, 


it’s a 50-50 British concern that 
operates from Regent and Denman 
streets 
More Profit 
Meeting of P. C. T. Construction 


, Co., which finances Provincial Cine- 


matograph Theatres, Ltd., and as- 
sociated companies, held with Mark 
Ostrer in the chair. Profit for the 
year to Sept. 30, $413,280, $10,166 


| over previous year. Capital has been 


increased by creation of 500,000 cu- 
mulative 7% pref. shares of $5 par, 
with 
no present sign this need arises. 
W. H. Evans, now joint managing 


| director of Gaumont-British board, 


consisting of Isidore Ostrer, chair- 
man; Mark Ostrer, W. H. Evans, Sir 
William Jury, Maurice Ostrer and 
Charles M. Woolf, elected. 


Depressing Balance Sheet 
Though it shows a profit on paper 
for the year to May 18 last, the re- 


| port and balance sheet of the Blatt- 


ner Corp. is a depressing document, 
The auditors say they are not able 


| to form any opinion as to how much 


on stock 
$419,635, 


of the calls 
amounting to 


in arrear, 
will be re- 


| ceived, and “no provision has been 


made for any loss which may be 
incurred in respect of doubtful 
debts.” “Sundry debtors,’ shown as 


an asset, amount to $67,073, so these 
two items represent more than half 
the subscribed and paid-for capital, 
which is $730,363. 

“Expenditure on film production 
at cost less amounts received to 
date on account of distribution” are 
shown as an asset of $141,556, but 
as only one feature, “A Knight in 
London,” and a few shorts have 


| been made, and no sign of the dis- 


tribution of the feature in this mar- 
ket seems to exist, it is doubtful 
whether this “asset” can ever be 
realized at anything approaching its 
“at cost” figure. In fact, it looks as 
if, had the feature been sold for this 
market and the balance sheet ad- 
justed accordingly, the “profit” 
| would have come out on the other 
| side. 

Underwriting and preliminary ex- 
penses, according to this balance 
| sheet, amount to $144,821, close on 
| 20% of the actual paid-up capital. 

Cash at bank and in hand amounts 
| to $19,872, but these accounts are 
| only up to May 18, so the position 
iat present may be different. 

This concern is one of the issues 
made by Sir W. F. O’Connor’s 
French, British & Foreign Trust. 

This precious balance sheet, how- 
ever, does not mention the fact that, 
as the 10% participating preferred 
ordinary stock is cumulative as to 
dividend, and there is issued $900,- 
000 of this stock, the company is in 
debt $90,000 on account of this un- 
paid dividend. 

So the $12,113 shown in the bal- 
ance sheet hardly seems to balance 
except on paper. 





MENJOU ALL RIGHT 
Paris, Dec. 6. 

Adolphe Menjou is out of the 
American hospital at Neuilly-sur- 
| Seine where his condition following 
lan appendicitis operation was ini- 
\tially pessimistic. He had some had 
| fever for three days, Katherine Car- 
ver (Mrs. Menjou) canceling sailing 
twice to nurse him through. 

Menjou starts making his first 
| bi-lingual talker for Franco Films 
shortly, directed by Comte Jean de 
Limur. 

Miss Carver is going to America 
as soon as possible in connection 
with business affairs. 

Mrs. Bobbie Arnold, Billy’s wife, 
was a record in-and-out appendix 
patient at the same hospital, as- 
tonishing the staff with her rapid 
convalescence. 


Paris Chatter 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

A new taxicab here is featuring 
a radio on the dashboard. Novelty, 
started by an indie hackman, may 
become the inception of a new fleet 
as Paris traffic jams. 

Mrs. Jack Connolly is breaking 
into the Paris society columns regu- 
larly. 

Violet, the piano pounding kid in 
Fred Payne's bar, got married the 
other day at 10 a. m. At six bells 
she was in the bar doing her stuff 
at the ivories until the regcular clos- 
ing hour. Married an American boy, 
Jackson. 

Clif Thompson, Tommy Dowd's 
son-in-law, is a partner with Payne 
in the popular Montmartre bar 
Each alternates for a full year in 
the operation thereof, the other 
taking that time out for a full an- 
num vacation. 














i the 


| dark, 
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ITALY’S FIRST TALKER 


Pagliel Using His Own Invention 
of 1922 for Recording 





Rome, Dec. 17. 
Italy’s first native talker is being 
made by an Italian and on native 
recording equipment. 
Blvino Pagliei is the maker. He 
says he made talking pictures way 
back in 1922 before the articulate 


screen really came into being, using | 
‘a recording equipment which he had | 


invented himself, 

The new picture is called “La 
Madonna del Mare” (“Our Lady of 
Sea’). 


Sweden 


Stockholm, Nov. 

Sound has not come into its own 
over here as yet. Trouble does not 
all lie with the distributors or ex- 
hibitors, although a few exhibs go a 
little too far in talking against 
sound while at the same time in- 
stalling wire equipments, idea being 
to keep their compe€titors in the 
However, most of the trouble 
comes from the newspaper critics. 
Articles being written are mostly 
narrow minded but the people here 
are prone to take them for granted. 
One critic in Gothenburg, second 
largest town in Sweden, is espe- 
cially sour and wants to be taken 
as high brow, like many of your 
film critics. This one has got into 
his head that there is a tremendous 
difference between what he thinks 
is the American way of pronouncing 
English and what he believes is his 
own polished school English. There- 
fore, he can’t stand American di- 
alogue. And his paper gives this 





Or 


«-. 


| valuable space. Entire matter would 


be funny if it didn’t have some 


| serious effects, but it’s natural that 


anybody by nagging and nagging 
in a newspaper, can convince a cer- 
tain number of readers. 


is the difficulty with projectionists. 
It has frequently happened that pic- 
tures have gotten out of syne with 
nobody noticing anything, much to 
the delight of the audience. The 
carelessness which exists is unex- 
cusable. 

Meanwhile the Swedish and Nor- 
wegian newspaper critics are fight- 
ing sound. 

If leaving the newspaper men 
aside to consider the taste of the 
Scandinavian public, there is at 
present quite a difference in the 
popularity of sound in each of the 
Scandinavian countries: 

Norway—Ncrwegians started out 
to like talkies, but at present the 
exhibitors are afraid of American 
dialog. They advertise that their 
pictures are merely synchronized, 
do not contain dialog and are glad 
of the opportunity. 

Denmark—Danes are a more Cos- 
mopolitan race and heré they start- 
ed with synchronized pictures. Peo- 
ple protested, said that this was not 
the sound invention they expected 
and demanded the return of or- 
chestras. A few exhibitors then gave 
them American talkers and part- 
dialog versions. These. did very 
well. All-talkers which have flopped 
in Sweden and Norway have proved 
hits in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Sweden—Each new town opening 
with sound naturally wanted to hear 
the stars talk. Later, too much di- 
alog became a bane, and just now 
Synchronized films with music, 
songs and sound effects go best. 

Big silent pictures are still doing 
well all over. 


TYPICAL SHOW GIRL 


(Continued from page 1) 





noons, especially when strolling up 
the avenue, or buying in shops: 
had her picture all over the country 
in mags and billboards advertis- 
ing a popular brand of cigs; 
knows all the class night clubs 


seems as if she is always leap- 
ing into a limousine, bound for a 
Long Island party. 

Knows so many society men by 
their first names; just barely got 
out of being -a co-respondent in 
what would have been “some scan- 
dal” if it ever got out. 

Will never forget the gay time 
she had in Paris and London witi 
such and such a company; in a 
motor crash with the Viscount so 
and so in Monte Carlo: needs a 
new pair of shoes just now, but 


ing around at top speed: her lonz 
illness cured her of drinking like a 
sieve; then she had an operation, 
she nearly died...never again. 
Taking great care of herself late- 
ly. You gotta look like a million 
to crash the talker pictures. 
she needs is a little more publicity 





and that director she knows by his 
| first name will sign her in a minute. 


Another hardship for sound here | 


and goes out often in evening clotHes= 


had everything when she was tear- | 


All| 


Mexico City 
Mexico City, Dec. 12. 
Charles Amador, only Mexican 
| comedian in films, who imitates 
;Charles Chaplin in makeup and 
| style, has arrived in this city where 
|he expects to film. some comedies 
| for Frank Sandford, his producer. 
| Papers carried the story of the 
| Suit started by Chaplin to restrain 
| Amador from imitating him. Ac- 
'cording to the local press the suit 


was for $200,000 damages and was | 


won by the Mexican. 
Richard Talmadge, film 
is visiting the state penitentiary 
| where he is looking over characters 
ito get atmosphere for his coming 
film. 





| 


Temperance committee of Vera 
Cruz opened a contest for the best 
plays showing the evils of the “spirit 
|of alcohol.” Intend to publish these 
|plays and have them performed by 
workers’ clubs and schools. 


Secretary of Public Instruction of 
Mexico, Sr. Ezequiel Padilla, accom- 
panied by Paramount officials, made 
@ speech for sound films. 


In Vera Cruz state, under the di- 
rection of the public instruction 
department, work has been started 
; on 72 open air theatres for the show- 
jing of national and educational 
|films. Theatres are to be erected 
by public subscription. 





Theatrical season is in full swing. 
All theatres are open, with the 
Fabregas, Politeama, Principal, Li- 
rico, Maria Guerrera and 
playing drama and musicals, 
rest sound and silent films. 


the 


Current films are: “Wolf Song,” 
“Singing Fool,” “Rainbow Man,” 
“Noah’s Ark,” “This Is Heaven,” 
|\“Evangeline,” “Broadway Melody,” 
\“His Lucky Day,’ “Thunderbolt,” 
| “Street Girl,” “Broadway” (in Span- 
ish), “Flying Fool,” “Speedway,” 
“Rox Follies.” 


| No “Cock-Eyed” Ban 


} 
| Sydney, Dec. 17. 
Dignitaries of the Methodist 
|church in Melbourne entered a pro- 
|test against the showing of “The 
|Cock-Eyed World” on the ground 
of its moral status. Police con- 
sidered the complaint but refused 
to act on it. 

They said the picture had been 
| regularly passed upon by the Com- 
;monwealth censor and_that official 
'o. k. took the matter out of police 
| hands. 











(Continued from page 1) 


would have burned slightly but no 
‘signature on the hospital docket 
would have been necessary. Just a 
little note to Harry and possibly 
his anguished pacing and pleas for 
forgiveness a few minutes later. 

Clara tried the corn route. A 
bread knife or stiletto may be okay 
where they have no drug stores and 
where the mit is hard and steady 
from wielding the broom and 
tweeking the utter. But the spark- 
jling Clara had no such hand. It 
|proved just strong enough to give 
her a jab that brought the claret 
‘and smarted her into believing that 
'a hospital had better be informed 
to beat out the undertaker. 

New Morals Era 

That’s just where the new era in 
| picture morals commenced to un- 
|fold. Similar incidents have hap- 
|pened so many times in the past 
that they're hardly copy. Tabloids 
are eating up collegian nest eggs 
| now. But those sniping sheets 
|couldn’t pass up an act staged by 
a film queen who has had so many 





rying the managers. ; 
No Blush 

Did the industry blush this time? 

Did it attempt to pull curtains 
with denials, or the old alibi that 
a corset stay had become obnoxious 
and thus the sudden gore? 

Not a chance, Silence was main- 
tained for a couple of days. Then 
came the formalities, the new one 
| for the film colony, that it will be 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Richman very 
| shortly. 

No press agent sent out the 
notices any more than a press agent 

—— Clara, 
And that’s what’s going to hap- 
pen the next time and the next 
| when the boys or girls of the talk- 
jing screen become mixed up with 
scandalous stories, 

Folks in Hollywood, providing 
they’re of the different sexes, since 
ithe industry hasn't yet been con- 
fronted by a blow-up attachment of 
any of its sweet things, have got to 
quit doing their stuff along news- 
|} paper lines, 

Quietude on the western front 
is what the producers demand. 
Those who can’t behave will miss 
,the brass ring. 





cowboy, | 


Ideal | 





— 


HEAVY TRADE DROP BY 
PARIS SCALE INCREASE 


Paris, Dec, 26. 
If anything could justify Ameri. 
ean methods of exploiting theatres 
the present state of affairs at the 
Gaumont Palace, Paris, the larcest 
theatre in Europe, would be suffi- 
‘cient evidence, 








Harry Portman and Joseph 
Freeman, who were running the 
place for Loew’s European sub. 
sidiary, left in September, when it 
| was handed over to Aubert Francg 
| Film. 

The French organization imme- 
diately raised prices 54%, at the 
same time cutting show expenses by 
| cheaper stage offerings and cutting 
down the orchestra. Result, after 
two months, is heavy drop, in gross 
business and falling of over 30,000 
people monthly in attendance. 


ACTOR AS CRITIC 


1) 


K, 


(Continued from page 





Jory, evidently determined to show 
himself an “honest” and “fearless” 
critic had the temerity to find 


fault with some of the acting by his 
colleagues, whom he took to task in 
the review. Now these fellow aciors, 
stung by his criticism, are saying 
that as a dramatic critic Jory is not 
even a good actor. 
Telling 'Em 

“Miss Dwyer’ (leading lady), 
“charming as ever,” wrote Mr, 
Jory, “gave an intelligent reading of 
Mahnya. I suggest, however, ihat 
she work less to the front and keep 


| her eyes more intently on whaicver 
| character she is addressing. Ti:cse 
same criticisms may be applicd to 
the work of Mr. Pearce who, aide 





STARS MUST BEHAVE — 


| from a trifle 


unsureness of lines, 
gave an interesting characteriza- 
SHOR @ 5 « 

“Now for a few adverse and, I 
hope, constructive criticisms. In 
the first place, I didn’t care for the 
gun play as handled by Mr. St. 
Clair and Mr. Paige. These actors 
attach no more importance to a gun 
being pointed in their direction than 
if some one had offered them a 
cream puff or a cigaret. Miss 
Dwyer, instead of becoming hys- 
terical at the display of the heavy 
artillery, for it looks as though the 
life of her husband is in danger, 
| actually seems to relish the situae 
tion, which demanded greater tense- 
ness to be effective. 

“IT have never had a gun shoved 
into my ribs, but I feel I would get 
tremulous knees if it ever did hap- 
pen and that I would back away 
from the weapon, and not towaii it, 
as Mr. Paige ani Mr. St. Clair did. 
I also would suggest “ne fight be- 
tween these principals be made 
more realistic. As they did the 
scene Sunday afternoon, it was just 
another little friendly scuffle. 

“Nor do I believe it would hurt 
the play any if Mr. Paige used a 
little more violence when he mis- 
treats Mihyna. It would be in 





keeping with the spirit of the dra- 
ma to have him throw her around 
with more force. Miss Dwyer is 
husky and would live through :<.” 
Jory also took occasion to declare 
that Mr. Usher and Miss Dale. chare 
acter people, “have very decided cae 
pacity for giving splendid perform- 
ances when their roles permit and 
Shubert productions would general- 





of the boys out front almost wor- | 


ly be improved if their responsi- 
| bilities were increased.” 





Male “Prisoner” Theme 
Strong Even for Paris 


Paris, Dec. 1i. 

“Chaines,” German picture, was 
suppressed at the Rialto here after 
it had run a fortnight and had been 
granted a visa. 

Film's story theme resembles that 
|of “The Captive” except that two 
men are involved. It was plenti- 
fully edited before the visa was 
granted, but even then the police 
stepped in after two weeks. 
|; Story has to do with two 
victs in prison for long terms. 





con- 





Crew Leaves Germany 
Paris, Dec. >. 





Jack Connolly has shifted his 
|German Fox Movietone News creWs 
jbarred by Tobis-Klangfilm injunc- 
age; to another territory. 

“Fool” Captures Holland _ 
j Amsterdam, D+ iz 
| “Singing Fool’ has done rege 
| business everywhere it has been 


| exhibited in Holland. 
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First two houses in @ chain by 
which N. L. Nathanson, former head 
of the Famous Players-Canadian 
Corp., hopes to stage a comeback in 
the Dominion will be 5,000-seat de 
juxers in Toronto and Montreal. 
Sites have been obtained and build- 
ing will get under way as soon as 
possible, it is stated. 

House in Montreal will be located 
on St. Catherine street, while the 
de luxer in Toronto will be built on 
a plot of ground obtained at the 
corner of Yonge and Pincus streets. 
sites and houses will represent an 
investment of at least $5,000,000, ac- 
cording to Mr. Nathanson, and pos- 
sibly more with tentative plans in 
mind to make the Montreal house 
part of an office building, height of 
which has not yet been determined. 

Nathanson is negotiating for sites 
in other Canadian cities, but pend- 
ing nearer closing on any deals, de- 
clines to divulge location. 

Long a theatre operator and 
showman, Nathanson is widely 
known in the Dominion, has many 
valuable contacts and in his own 
right is reputed to be one of the 
Svealthiest men above the U. S. bor- 
der. 

Beyond admitting that he is de- 
veloping a plan to re-enter the the- 
atre operating field in Canada, the 
former Famous-Canadian chief is 
mum on the moves he is making, 
declining to discuss among other 
things the report that the hand of 
William Fox is seen in present ac- 
tivities or that Sir- Robert Holt, 
former director in Famous-Cana- 
dian, also has a part. 

Nathanson left New York Satur- 
dya night for Canada. He is due to 
return to Broadway today Wednes- 
day). 

Ancient History 

Nathanson resigned from Famous 
Players-Canadian, which he had 
headed for years, when Adolph Zu- 
kor intervened in a proposed sale 
of F. P.-Can. stock at $75 a share 
to. British Gaumont of England. Zu- 
kor retained control of F. P.’s voting 
trust, though Zukor’s company, Par- 
amount, had disposed of any inter- 
est it held in F-P of Canada for $6,- 
000,000 some time previously. 

Zukor, blocking the B-G buy, re- 
vealed a belief that Fox held stock 
control of British Gaumont, with 
Zukor’s opinion the proposed pur- 
chase of the Canadian chain by 
English interests was in reality an 
inlet for Fox as the controller of 
leading Canadian theatres. This 
latter reasoning developed into a 
fact with the recent Fox readjust- 
ment. Among the current Fox com- 
mitments is one of 17 millions of 
dollars in notes for British-Gaumont 
stock. 

Crushing the $75 a share Eng- 
lish proposal for F. P.-Can. brought 
about much commotion among 
the Canadian stockholders of the 
chain. F-P’s stock dropped on the 
Canadian exchanges and Nathanson 
resigned, and some of its Canadian 
directors of influence followed suit. 
adr tee said Nathanson 

e€ a competitive Cana- 


dian circuit of his own, backed by 
Fox and others. 








Lab Girl Burned 


“ Sydney, Dec. 17. 

fdna Langford, employed as a 
film examiner, was burned to death 
in a fire which destroyed a projec- 


tion booth in the Filmcraft Labora- 
tories, here. 


She couldn’t 


booth when film 
fire. 





escape from the 
being run caught 





South Africa Weighs 
Central Censor Idea 


; Capetown, Dec. 17. 
A bill has been drafted and is 

being considered by the South Afri- 

can government designed to make 


nbiag the screen censor policy of the 
nd, 


Me; 


boar yrs calls for a single censor 
are 


rye with authority over all South 
* ‘ca in relation to pictures, books, 
piays and all kinds of entertain- 


— This would replace the var- 
ous boards now functioning in each 
province. 
ANTIPODES SWELTERS 
Sydney, Dec. 17. 

. An unprecedented wave of heat 
zee brought temporary trade dis- 
ster 


to the theatres in Australia, 


Nathanson Names 2 Canadian Sites: 
Start of Circuit Above Border 





REPORT SCHENCK AFTER 





SHUBERT LONDON GROUP 


London, Dec. 17. 

Joseph Schenck, aboard the 
“Bremen,” London-bound, is report- 
ed negotiating for the Shubert in- 
terest in five London theatres—His 
Majesty’s, Apollo, Shaftsbury, Gaie- 
ty and Adelphi. 

Schenck’s purpose is understood 
to be to obtain a London show win- 





dow for United Artists’ talker 
product. 

Further understanding is _ that 
Gaunt, Shubert associate in the 


string, is favorable to such a trans- 
fer. 

Although there is no idea that 
Schenck would turn all of the five 
houses into talking picture estab- 
lishments, most of the theatres are 
splendidly located for any theatre 
purpose and would be marketable 
propositions on lease arrangement. 

The active interest of the Shu- 
berts in London enterprises began to 
cool three years ago with the failure 
here of “The Student Prince” at His 
Majesty’s. Nobody ventures a guess 
as to what Schenck would do with 
five London houses, since U. A. nor- 
mally has only about eight releases 
for this market a year. Suggestion 
is advanced that the idea may be a 
Schenck investment. 





LOUISE BROOKS’ DOUBLE 


French Girl Did Dialog for Ameri- 
can Girl in “Beauty Contest” 








Paris, Dec. 17. 

talker, “The 
for the French 
made at its Joinville 
studios, was duped by a French- 
speaking femme, Miss’ Brooks’ 
French being limited and dialected, 
she merely memorized the French 
phrases, moved her lips accordingly 
and the ghost-voice recorded. 

Miss Brooks, just arrived in 
America, returns here in the spring 
for French and German talkers, 


Gance’s 3-Way Talker 


Paris, Dec. 17. 


Abel Gance’s “La Fin du Monde,” 
his first talker, will be in three lan- 
guages, French, German and Eng- 
lish. Camille Flammarion supplied 
the story. . 

Walter Ruttmann, Tobis-Klang- 
film director, will do the German 
version. 


Louise Brogks’ 
Beauty Contest” 
Sofar Co., 











Weep at “Fool” Though 


Titles Sans Meaning 
Vienna, Dec. 17. 


Roumania's only talking picture 
theatre, Trinon, in Bucharest, is 
running “The Singing Fool,” using 
English titles and English dialog, 
and is drawing enormous crowds, 

So great was the box office rush 
that the film has gone on a sched- 
ule of 9 in the morning until mid- 
night, 

The public doesn’t understand a 
word of English for the most part, 
but they break into tears at the 
Jolson songs and the sentimental 
scenes. 

Attraction has become a craze as 
a tearfest. Even the royal family 
has visited the house and has fallen 
hard for the talker vogue. So much 
so that the Palais de Culture (Mu- 
gseum of Arts), at Temesvar, has 
been wired and turned into a film 
house. 





Fern Andra’s Indie 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Fern Andra, Ufa star, back in 
Hollywood a month, has been en- 
gaged by Audible Pictures, indie to 
have the name lead in “Lotus 
Lady.” 

Phil Rosen directing. 





“TRESPASSER,” SYDNEY 
Sydney, Dec. 17. 
“The Trespasser,” Gloria Swan- 
son talker, started off with a bang 
at a midnight gala premiere in the 
St. James theatre, Sydney. 





It replaces “Show Boat.” ] 


Films Dominate West End 
Holiday Bills for 1st Time 


London, Dec. 17. 

For the first time pictures will 
dominate holiday attractions in the 
West End. Film openings scheduled 
comprise a record list as to num- 
bers. 

“Welcome Danger” comes into the 
Carlton, “Splinters” is due at the 
Capitol, “Co-Optimists” and “The 
Hate Ship” will be at the new Met- 
ropole for the opening of this house. 
“Greenwood Tree” is listed for the 
Stoll, “Atlantic” bows in at the Al- 
hambra and the Pavilion will screen 
“Condemned.” 


ALL -AUSTRALIA' 
THEATRE TRUCE 
U. T-HOYTS 


Sydney, Dec. 1T. 

After years of fighting for con- 
trol of the amusement field in Aus- 
tralia, Union Theatres and Hoyt’s 
have reached a working agreement 
covering a term of years. Arrange- 
ment does not involve actual amal- 
gamation, but is so framed that ab- 
sence of competitive building pro- 
grams will stop. 

Scheme likewise permits great 
economies in the operation of the 
two chains which number 180 the- 
atres between them. 

The important angle is that it 
gives the allied concerns complete 
control of the screen situation in 
the Island Continent, and a book- 
ing pool is probably in the making 
which will represent further sav- 
ings. 

The two circuits have joint work- 
ing capital of $20,000,000. They 
waged a fight for mastery of Aus- 
tralia for years, each trying to go 
the other one better in the scale 
of its theatre building program. 
Magnificent atmospkeric theatres in 
the American style have been built 
in many cities. 

The talker boom proved a tremen- 
dous help to the circuits. But now 
with industrial troubles and busi- 
ness depression up, the two circuits 
feel that it would be madness to 
continue their expensive business 
rivalry. 

Williamson-Tait heavily interest- 
ed in Hoyt’s, naturally drawn into 
the situation, while the Fullers re- 
main friendly to both sides. 

Union Theatres declares it is 
ready to send Millard Johnson to 
England to buy recording apparatus 
and puts out the statement it will 
embark on a producing program in 
talking pictures of native players 
and atmosphere whick, so the an- 
nouncement intimates, it will offer 
in the international markets. 


AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBS’ 
TALKER RULE BUST 


Sydney, Dec. 1T. 

M. P. Distributors’ Association 
started out with a grand idea here. 
Scheme was to appoint a commit- 
tee to inspect all sound equipment 
and pass on individual installations. 

If they approved, o. k. If not, 
plan was to have the equipment re- 
jected. 

It worked as far as the committee 
was concerned, but the minute they 
condemned an installation the wire 
manufacturers of the system refused 
to take it seriously. 

gResult a bust. 


~ 


Run Records at Prague 


Prague, Dec. 17. 

“White Shadows in the South 
Seas” (M-G) has hung up Szecho- 
Slovakia’s long-run film record by 
going into a 12th week at the Cap- 
itol. 

“Four Devils” (Fox) isn’t far be- 
hind, in its ninth week at the Lu- 
cerna. 

Both 
sound. 




















pictures are playing with 





42-Year Cinema Lease 


London, Dec. 17. 
The new Adelphi cinema at 
Slough, seating 2,000, is announced 
for opening Feb. 1. 
It has been taken by Carrera’s 
circuit under lease for a term of 





42 years. 


— 


Interchange 0. K.d in Europe, 


To Enlarge American Markets 





“LUMMOX” DUBBED BY | 
U. A. FOR PUBLIX 


First actual showing of any Ger- 





man-dubbed talker will be “Lum- 
mox,” U. A., all-talking feature 
adapted from the Fannie Hurst 
story and scheduled to open this| 
week in Prague, Czecho-Slovakia. 
The picture is the first “dubbed” 
into German or any other language 
by United Artists. It is to be sold 


in Czecho-Slovakia, Switzerland, 
Austria and parts of France, Italy 
and other countries where Western 
electric is not kept out, as it is in 
Germany, by patent injunction suits. 

Results from “Lummox” will de- 
cide U. A., it is said, on whether 
other ail taikers will be dubbed into 
German and also into Spanish. In- 
side sources claim it is more than 
likely that pictures suiting the for- 
eign countries wanted will be 
dubbed into actual German and 
Spanish equivalents of the English 
dialog, U. A. feeling the dubbing 
process satisfactory and the only 
solution of the foreign language 
problem now apparent. 

If doing Spanish dubbing of its 
talkers, U. A. will use the Castilian 
Spanish, claiming this Spanish is 
understood in most all of the for- 
eign countries where Spanish or a 
hybrid Spanish is spoken. 

“Bulldog Drummond” is a likeli- 
hood as the second U. A. to be 
dubbed. U. A. is crediting the for- 
eign voices speaking for the Holly- 
wood actors seen in the picture, thus 
proving to the foreign publie reached 
that there is no intent to fool the 
patrons. 





DAWES’ MOVIE PARTY 


Pictures Instead of Speeches at 
Press Luncheon of U. S. Envoy 








London, Dec. 17. 

Gen. Dawes, Ambassador from the 
U. S. to Great Britain, gave an in- 
formal reception Dec. 14 to the 
American newspaper correspondents 
in London. 

There were moving pictures in- 
stead of speeches and non-alcoholic 
beverages were served. 





Austrian Contingent Delay 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Austria is holding up the contem- 
plated change in its contingent of 
20 to 1 until March 31, cables George 
Canty, trade commissioner, to the 
Department of Commerce. 

Delay is credited to advent of 
sound pictures with Austrian gov- 
ernment giving the delay to see 
what effect the sound pictures have 
on present conditions. 








Native Opening Par Exch. 
For Films in Shanghai 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Kingston Taft Tan, recent grad- 
uate of the Publix Theatres’ Man- 
ager School, is now in Hollywood 
conferring with Paramount studio 
executives before sailing for Shang- 
hai where he will open the first 
Paramount exchange in China. 

Heretofore all distribution of 
Paramount pictures for China was 
handled from Japan. Tan is a native 
Chinese. He came to this country 
two years ago to study banking, 
but switched to show business. 





Metro’s 1st French 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Bishop Murder Case,” re- 
cently completed by M-G in Eng- 
lish, will be that studio’s first 
French talker. 

Jacques Feyder, translating the 
dialog, will direct and will use a 
complete new cast for the foreign 
version. 


“The 





ROAD-SHOWING SPANISH 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
First roadshowing of a Spanish 
talker in this country will be with 


“Havana Nights.” Carol Sax and 
William Alexander will tour with 
the picture through the Spanish 


speaking colonies of California, 
Arizona, New Mexico and Texas 
If it clicks, they will continue over 


Copenhagen, Dec. 17. 
Paramount, Metro-Goldwyn, First 
National and Warner Bros. have 
given their official approval to in- 
terchangeability of product for all 
Scendinavian territory. Native ex- 


hibitors are buying the low-priced 
Danish equipment of Petersen and 
Paulsen, two Danish inventors, who 
own and operate the Northern 
Soundfilm Corp. 

It is conceded that the inter- 
change move and the spread of 


equipment will greatly increase the 
market for American product. 
Sweden is especially active in buy- 
ing equipment. 

Experience with sound so far in 
Copenhagen indicates a preference 
for English product or British 
speech in talkers, at least. Fans 
here reacted more favorably to Brit- 
ish International's “Under the 
Greenwood Tree’ from Thomas 
Hardy’s novel, than to “Broadway,” 
American. 

Marguerite Allen and John Batten, 
leads of the English subject, were 
favorably received, while “Broad- 


way,” at the Palace, was greeted 
with demonstrations. The line in 
“Broadway,” “Stop this frightful 


music; I can’t stand listening to it,” 
was received with unseemly laugh- 


ter. Editing and reproduction of 
the film were both bad for this 
showing. 


Copenhagen fans liked the chorus 
girl and night life of “Broadway's” 
New York sequences, but couldn't 
follow the story, probably due to the 
mistreatment of story for the Scan- 
dinavian print. 





Paris, Dec. 10. 

Interchangeability will undergo a 
test here shortly when Fox “Movie- 
tone Follies” gives way at the Mou- 
lin Rouge to a French talking pic- 
ture called “La Nuit est a nous” 
(“The Evening Is Ours”), produced 
by Devanloo in Germany, using the 
Tobis Kiangfilm apparatus. 

Pierre Foucret, impresario of the 
Moulin, was finally compelled te 
give way to hostile demonstrations 
against the American “Follies,” 
which he is withdrawing and re- 
placing with native product as a 
diplomatic gesture. 

Moulin Rouge is wired with 
Western Electric and Gaumont’s 
French devices. 

“La Nuit est a nous” was pro- 
duced in French and German ver- 
sions, and its advance reports are 
favorable. It was viewed by Para- 
mount people and was regarded for 
the Paris Paramount. It would have 
gone in there if Foucret had not 
entered the bidding. 


Arthur-Lollier-Buckley 
Given Gaumont Chain Task 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Harry Arthur, W. H. Lollier and 
Charles Buckley, hurrying across 
the country, bound for England, 
will stop tomorrow (Wednesday) in 
Kansas City to receive instructions 
from Harold B. Franklin on the re- 
organizing and stabilizing of the 400 
British (Gaumont) theatres owned 
by Fox. 

Trio of theatre specialists, all 
members of Franklin’s Coast or- 
ganization, sail from New York this 
Saturday, to be gone seven weeks. 

Arthur will concentrate on Amerti- 
canizing these foreign theatres as te 
interiors, lobbies and the organiza- 
tion of a permanent operating per- 
sonnel, Lollier will look into the 
financial status of the houses, which 
cost Fox $17,400,000, while Buckley, 
an attorney, goes along to have 
everything according to the 
whereases. 











Rommel Composing 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Max Rommel, general musical dl- 
rector of Universal’s theatres in 
Germany, is at its studio in Univer- 
sal City as a composer. 





ON FINAL LEG 
London, Dec, 17. 

Jesse Matthews, Bertie Meyer and 
Van Dyke of M-G-M are on their 
way to New York aboard the “Mau- 
retania.” 

It’s the last leg of their journey 
location footage 


since completing 





the border. 


. 


on “Trader Horn.” 
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Only Fox Developments of 


Importance in 





No operation outline for the con- 
the Fox general picture 
business under its reorganization | 
has been formed, it is said. It 
leaves the only important develop- | 

| 

| 


duct of 


1ents of the week in connection 
with Fox the financing angle by the 
trustees, mentioned more in detail 
n the stock market resume of this | 
issue. 
With William Fox, H. L. Stuart 


and J. E. Otterson, so far bending 
all of their Fox energies in working 
out a permanent financial system, 
the business operators, W. R. Shee- 
han, Courtland Smith and James R. 
Grainger are reported not as yet 
to have held a jofnt meeting with 
the trustees. 

Reports of William Fox’s iilness 
were refuted Monday when Mr. Fox 
attended a meeting down- 
town. 

No changes have occurred in the 
Fox forces, east or west coast. AS 
far as may be learned none at pres- 
ent is now in contemplation. 

Stories of Messrs. Sheehan, Grain- 
ger and others receiving new Fox 
contracts are reliably denied. The 
Fox situation in its business end 
has not been altered by the three 
operators, nor is any information 
available to the effect it will be 
in the immediate future. 

Sheehan will probably remain in 
New York until around New Year's, 
thence proceeding to the Fox coast 
studios. Grainger is attending to 
the sales department and Smith 
continues in his duties at the New 
York headquarters. 

Business Talks 

The three operators are reported 
meeting for business talks, but until 
they hold conferences with the 
trustees, it is not expected any an- 
nouncement will be forthcoming. In 
fact, it is said there will be sparse 
announcements; that neither of the 
sets of trios believe in or will take 
time for announcements. 

The position of William Fox in 
his organization appears to be un- 
changed excepting that he has 
created two boards as counselors. 
One is of the trustees and the other 
for operation, with Mr. Fox subject 
to either’s vote if required on mat- 
ters of moment. 

Various reports have been about 
regarding the Fox reorganization, 
all groundless other than those per- 
taining to the financing. 


NO ‘BABY STARS 
IN ‘30, WAMPUS 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Wampas does not expect to pick 
its annual crop of “baby stars” in 
1930. 

Attitude of local newspapers 
which killed the 1929 “Frolic” is re- 
sponsible. 

Joe Sherman has been nominated 
for president of Wampas without 
opposition. 


ARLEN AND COOPER IN 
PAR’S RUSH WESTERNS 


» Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Paramount will rush into produc- 
tion “Fighting Caravans,” with 
Gary Cooper, as a result of the 
heavy biz on “The Virginian,” 

It will switch program to give a 
western also to Richard Arlen. Lat- 
ter will be co-directed by Edwin 
Knopf and Otto Brower. 

Paramount will make a western 
in which Walter Huston will appear. 
Instead of Cooper, this picture will 
have as the juvenile lead Arlen. 
Mary Brian will play the femme 
lead. Production is scheduled early 
in January. John Farrow is mak- 
ing the sereen treatment. 


trustee 

















Demand for Dogs 


Hollywood, Dec. iT. 

Although Warner Brothers’ 192) 
feature program is completed, studio 
will immediately make an addition- 
al Rin Tin Tin barker, as a result 
of the heavy calis for doggies. 

Picture will be “Ivory Trail” with 
lead humans, Charles’ Delaney, 


+ 


| invitation,” 


}at the headquarters of the Interna- 


Its Financing: 


CANON CHASE DECLARES | 
OUT FOR THIS SESSION 


} 

Washington, Dec. 17. 

Picture industry will get out from | 
under one Washington inspired | 
proposition, at least for this year— | 
Canon Chase and his reforming 
cohorts will forego the annual pow- 
wow telling Congress what | 


No Operation Plan Yet Formed 








wrong with pictures. The Canon, 
himself, says nothing of the kind| 
wil happen this year, “though St. | 
Louis has offered a very attractive | 
to quote the reformer. | 
An annual gathering was held, | 
but with no 55 gate as last year at} 
the Mayflower, This time it was | 


Feder 
from 


about 
Capitol 


tion, 
the 


tional Reform 
three blocks 
building. 

As the Canon. put it, the meeting 
got so interested in the discussion 
of the first subject scheduled for 
discussion, “Senator Sheppard's bill | 
to punish the buyer of intoxicating | 
beverages,’ that nothing else was 
considered, though two brief papers 
on the films were scheduled. 
Annual election kept the J ‘ook- 
lyn, Washington and elsewhere re- 
former as superintendent. 

Canon added that though there 
would be no meeting, his organiza- 
tion was still 100% behind the 
Brookhart bill for “Federal super- 
vision” of the pictures. 

In supporting the SBrookhart 
measure Canon Chase is also be- 
hind the Hudson bill of a like na- 
ture, only tougher, in the House. 
The Canon stated he inspired the 
closed Hudson meeting of Friday. 
Congressman Hudson said there 
was no meeting. That he doubted 
if he would reintroduce the bill, and 
if he did it wouldn’t be in its pres- 
ent form. 


$2 WB and FN Talkers 
Waiting B’way Chance 


Warners and First National are 
said to be loaded up with $2 pic- 
tures ready for release, but unable 
to get into Broadway houses at this 
time. 

Among the forthcoming $2 F. N. 
group are “Sally,” “No, No, Nan- 
nette,” “Son of the Gods,” “Bride of 
the Regiment,” and “Song of the 
Flame.” 

Warners has “Song of the West,” 
“Under a Texas Moon,” “Mammy,” 
with Al Jolson, “Golden Dawn,” and 
“Hold Everything.” 


Hal Skelly Paid Off 


Hollywood, Dec, 17. 
With Paramount having no pro 
duction material available to suit 
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SALLY RAN 


Miss Rand is excellently suited to 
ingenue roles in musical comedy or 
talking pictures. “Variety” said: 
“Sally Rand is a great bet—she is 
young, pretty both in face and fig- 
ure, possesses a good singing voice 
and, in addition, is an excellent 
dancer.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


CHES TRAGEDY 
CIRCUIT SOLD 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
National Playhouses, 10 Chicago 
picture theatres, has been sold by 
the Chicago Title & Trust Co., re- 
ceivers, to the Bird Amusement Co., 








of Milwaukee. Sale price was 
$102,000. 

Bird Amusement Co. assumes 
debts totaling $4,450,000, Theatres 


were appraised at $4,600,000. 

Sale leaves 15,000 stockholders out 
in the cold. 

Bird Amusement Co. operates 
several small theatres in Milwaukee. 
One report is that the company is 
acting indirectly for Fox in the 
purchase, 

National Playhouses includes the 
Avalon and Capitol, two of Chi- 
cago’s most pretentious de luxe 
houses. Others are the Stratford, 
Jeffery, Colony, Chatham, Grove, 
Cosmo, Highland and West Engle- 
wood. Two years ago the houses 
were thrown into receivership fol- 
lowing charges that the Cooney 
Bros., founders of the chain, had 
manipulated finances and generally 
mismanaged. Representatives of 
stockholders and creditors have 
since been fighting for control. 
James Coston has been operating 
for the Chicago Title & Trust Co, 

At time of the stock issues, a 
campaign was conducted among 
residents in the vicinity of the 
various theatres. Numerous life’s 
savings were wiped out in the 
bankruptcy. 

Charles Puls, attorney for Bird, 
negotiated the sale. 














Hal Skelly, who had a two-picture 


contract to complete, an amicable 
adjustment of his contract was 
made. 

Reported around 25,000 was 


given him for the release. 
is now free lancing. 


Again “Du Barry” 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Norma Talmadge will be starred 
in a talker version of “Du Barry,” 
for United Artists, early in the new 
year. 

Yarn has been cellnioided twice 
before, in 1917 by Fox and the same 
year, under a different title, by the 
old Metro. 

Sam Taylor will direct the new- 
est copy. 


Skelly 





Sisters in N. Y. 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Sally O’Neil and her sister, Molly 
O'Day, are due in New York Satur- 
day. Sally will act as her sister’s 
business agent. 
Understood Miss O’Day has a 
couple of offers for stage shows. 


Mary Pickford’s Next 

Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Mary Pickford and Douglas Fair- 
banks on a world tour will arrive in 
San Francisco from Shanghai Jan. 4. 
Before the end of January Miss 
Pickford will start her next picture, 
Broadway stage play, undesignated, 











Nora Lane and William Roper. 


under Sam Taylor's direction. 


‘Dorothy Mackaill F. N. Star 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Dorothy Mackaill has been ele- 


vated from feature to star by First 
National, with her first “Bright 
| Lights.” 


This was contemplated as a co- 
star picture for Mackaill and Frank 
Fay but the switch now places Fay 
in support. 





“Queen Kelly” Operetta 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

The much kicked about “Queen 
Kelly,” with Gloria Swanson, is 
again postponed for completion by 
Joseph P. Kennedy, its producer. 

This time, it is said, “Queen 
Kelly” will go into operetta form 
An all new sccre has been ordered 
by Kennedy. The producer  be- 
lieves Miss Swanson, after vocal- 
izing display in “The Trespasser,’ 
is fully equipped to carry the full 
burden of a musical. 


Bobby North, the Sticker 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Robert North, sol surviving 
member of the original First Na- 
tional producing group of execu- 
tives, will stick on the Burbank lot 
for five more years under a new 
contract. 

North produced 13 pictures in the 
last 11 months. 











W.E Pushed Into Spot’ Through New 
Close Connection with Fox Cos, 





WRITE JOLSON’S 1ST U.A. 


With George M. Cohan and Irv- 
ing Berlin each to produce pictures 
for United Artists on a sharing 


with other “names” from the legit 
producing field, Joseph M. Schenck 


| is attempting to build up a new 
'associate-producer clique for the 


company. 

The engagement of Cohan to 
write (stories and music) direct 
and produce follows on the heels 
of similar contracts with Arthur 
Hammerstein and William Anthony 
McGuire, all as producers sharing 
in grosses on their product. They 
are in much the same position with 


i U. A. as D. W. Griffith and others. 


Cohan’s first will be an original 
musical written by himself and in- 


Jolson, 
for U. A. 
Schenck, 


Under the contract with 
there” is ‘no provision 
Cohan’s to act in the 
he produces, Cohan, 
years ago appeared in three silent 
pictures ‘for ‘Paramount, “Seven 
Key’s Baldpate,” “Broadway 
Jones” “Hit-the-Trail 
day.” 

The Berlin contract. calls for the 
production soon after the first of 
the year of an original by Berlin 
entitled “Upstairs and Down.” 
Songs by this writer will be pre- 
pared for the picture, musical. 

In signing producers, Schenck in 
each case is making arrangements 


to 
and 


goes to the makers of the pictures. 


ROXY SAYS PERFUME 





BEST FOR ADVERTISING 





Pinehurst, N. C., Dec. 17. 
North and South Carolina the- 
atre owners’ organizations, meeting 
here, decided to merge the two or- 


ganizations under the name of the 
Theatre Owners’ Association of 
North and South Carolina. Charles 
W. Picquet, of Pinehurst, first 
president. 


Mrs. Walter Griffith of Charlotte, 
elected secretary, and W. T. Gray, 
of Charlotte, treasurer. 

8S. L. (Roxy) Rothafel, of New 
York, was the chief speaker of the 
occasion, and he let the Carolina 
theatre owners into an advertising 
secret that may cause more or less 
disturbance in the two states. He 
told that one of the best advertis- 
ing stunts of the Roxy theatre was 
the spraying of some popular per- 
fume in the theatre. He said that 





patrons would .e ceminded of the 
Roxy wherever they encountered 
this fragrance elsewhere... “It beats 


1,000 billboards for advertising,” he 
said. 





Report that S. L. Rothafel is join- 
ing NBC's radio network is wrong. 

Roxy will remain in charge of the 
Roxy theatre, where his contract 
does not expire until March, 1932. 

The agreement carries an option 
for five years. 





Young and Tiffany 





Hollywesd, Dec. 17. 
L. A. Young, head of Tiffany, 
after a four-day visit, returned to 
New York. Most of his time was 


spent in conferring on various busi- 
ness affairs with Grant Cook, who 
operates the Tiffany studios. Cook, 
in the future, will devote his time 
between the New York offices and 
Coast studios. 


Phi? Goldstone will function as 
business production head, with A. 
P. Younger in charge of story and 
production. 

Arthur Hagerman has replaced 
Frank Simmons as publicity director 
for Tiffany studios. Hagerman was 
with the Maddux air lines and the 
Hal Roach studio. 








Billy West, picture comedy di- 
jrector, has severed his connection 
| With George Le Maire in New York 
4and is returning to Hollywood, 


COHAN WILL DIRECT AND 


basis and negotiations reported on | 


cluding his own songs to star Al| 
This will be Jolson’s first | 


talkers | 


several | 


Holli- | 


under which a share of the gross | 





f ‘ 

Western Electric, as an active 
|wheelsman of the Fox interests, ig 
finding itself in an embarrassing 
position. While withholding al) om. 
| cial comment it is making every 
| effort to keep peace with Washing. 
ton and its 11 other prdoucer jj. 


censees by thick veils of verba] 
| propaganda covering: 
(1) That Western fs not ana 


never will be merged with any part 
of the film industry; that it wi) 
| continue to be identified with film.~ 
| dom as a servant, with no ambition 
to become a master, 

(2) J. E. Otterson, as a member 
of the Fox trio trusteeship, will have 
no physical office in the Foex organi. 
zation. He accepted it only on the 
grounds of “personal friendship” 
and to safeguard the electric’s in. 
terest in Fox’s position. 

Fox’s wide film interests threaten 
to be first on the schedule of West. 
|ern’s embarrassment. Heretofore 
Western has washed its hands of 
the bigger millimeter situation by 
declaring each time it was inter. 
| ested only in sound. This was the 
|attitude it maintained during the 
,conferences at the Hays offite 
which culminated in Fox sticking 
|to 70 mm and Paramount lining up 
; with Radio for 65 as the standard 
width. 

Persons close to the press-mute 





Otterson, while observing at this 
early date that other licensees 
might resent any partiality to one 


| company, answer such details as the 
| promotion of Grandeur with: 
i “If any development within the 
| Fox organization warrants an ex- 
penditure of money, Mr. Otterson 
| will doubtless have to okay it.” 
| <As far as Grandeur is concerned, 
| William Fox personally has pushed 
|it from the start, ordering, accoré@- 
|} ing to indications during the past 
| year, that no expense be spared for 
| its reaching perfection. 


| Bankers In gY 
| With Fox's vote would also comp 
| that of H. L. Stuart. The firm of 
| Halsey, Stuart & Co. is one of the 
| five banking houses represented in 
ithe General Theatres Equipment 
| Corp, which was reported at its in- 
ception earlier in the year to control 
50% of the Grandeur rights. This 
group of bankers, through other ac- 
quisitions, National Projector and 
National Theatre Supply, is already 
manufacturing Grandeur apparatus 
and is prepared to distribute it. 

Fox’s ambition for Grandeur was 
reported several months ago as bee 
| ing on a par with that already reale 
ized by Western for its sound syse 
tem. At a producer gathering Fox 
was said even to have offered as @ 
solution to wide interchangeability 
the acceptance of his device by the 
industry. 

As far as known, Western is g0- 
ing to remain in the background on 
moves made under the new regime 
The precedent of letting all state- 
ment: on the Fox situation come 
| through William Fox personally or 
others will be adhered to with dili- 
| gence by the electric, it is gathered 

Courtlandt Smith, Fox’s Movie 
tone Newsreel head and intermedi- 
ary with the electric, now one of 
| Foxs three business operators, is 
biryvye: in W. E. quarters as one 
of the biggest factors under the new 

regime. Smith’s relations with the 
electric have always been close, it 
| is admitted. 


? 
Dr. Marston "Way In 
Dr. William M. Marston, psy 
chologist, formerly with the Colume 
bie University. who spent siz 
|months on the U lot in California 
and for a time was consultant t@ 
M-G-M, has become vice-president 


of Equitable Pictures, the produc- 
tion organization formed to make 








pictures for the Motion Picture 
Congress, indie outfit. 

yeorge W. Stout, formerly with 
I’. N., is president of Equitabie. 





| cai 
Ceasar’s Return! 


Hollywood, Dee. 17. 








| Arthur Ceasar is back on the 
|Warner lot to write dialog fF 
“Power,” John Barrymore's next 
Barrymore will play the 


picture. ; 
| Classic character, “Jew Suss. 
Understood Barrymore went - 
| bat for Ceasar, believing the world’s 
greatest conversationalist just 9 
}one to supply the Barrymore inet 
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SAVE SMALL EXHIB—KENT 





H.B. Franklin Looks Likely as 


Fox's General Theatre Operator: 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Strongly reported locally that 
Harold B. Franklin, president of | 


Fox West Coast chain, of around 
600 theatres, 
pointed general theatre operator of | 
al] Fox houses. 

Franklin is 
(Wednesday). 
lanta where 
preliminaries 
atre, to open 


due here tomorrow 
He comes from At- 
he looked after the 
for the new Fox the- 
there Christmas Day. 


is about to be ap-| 


| 


Leaving here about 10 days ago | 


bound for 
Franklin 
Kansas City, 
ences with the new Fox heads. 


went to New York 





While in New York last week | 
Harold Franklin was reported in 


consultation with the new direction 
of Fox. These rumors. resolved 
into a more or less positive report 
that the Fox men and Franklin had 
reached an understanding. 

Franklin left New York Friday 
night for Atlanta, saying he in- 
tended to go at once from that city 
to Los Angeles. Asked about the 
stories connecting him with the Fox 
theatre leadership, Franklin said 
there was nothing to say. Informed 
the entire New York trade knew he 
had been called in for that very 
purpose, Mr. Franklin added noth- 
ing had been settled. 

In Fox circles in New York it 
was said that nothing was known 
of any agreement having been 
reached concerning Franklin’s ad- 
vancement to head of the theatre 
chain, but the opinion was it would 
be and Franklin is expected east to 
assume charge of the Fox theatres 
around New Year's. 


Expected 
Ever since William Fox pur- 
chased the coast chain 100%, after 


Franklin had started to rebuild that 
large coast circuit, it had been an- 
ticipated and often printed that 
Franklin would take charge of all 
Fox theatres. But recently before 
the changes in the Fox manage- 
ment, it was again printed that 
Franklin would shortly come east 
as the Fox theatres’ operator. 

Fox is estimated to be in active 
control of around 1,100 theatres at 
present. These are widely segre- 
gated. Besides the coast list, Fox 
has another collection in Wisconsin, 
and another in New England, be- 
sides the Metropolitan group and 
Fox’s own de luxe houses, the latter 
widely scattered. 

Since going west Franklin has 
added around 250 theatres to the 
Coast chain. 


WARNERS? WIDE FILM 
STARTS WITHIN 6 MOS. 


Further evidence of wide film ma- 
terializing in the industry during 
1930 is presented with the Warner 
decision a few days ago to adopt 
that phase of production. It is 
said the brothers’ producing interest 
will enter the wide film era on a big 
scale within the next six months. 

At present Fox and Radio are 
Producing wide pictures, both of 
different millometers. Paramount 
has been reported agreeable to the 
Radio Spoor width of 65 mms, but 
is not yet putting it into use, it is 
staied at the home office. 


New Experieaced “Find” 


Hellywood, Dec. 17. 
Without stage or screen experi- 
ence, Alice Montague, claimed to be 
a find by Phil Goldstone, produc- 
tion head of Tiffany, will be featured 
in “Cheat the mena” 


It is an original written by A. P. 
Younger. 





“Fatal Wedding” 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Wh will make the old meller 
rhe nig = Wedding” as a talker. 
Wm. Howard will direct. 
pete Bennison and Charles Mc- 
Guirk 


are shaping up the old yarn. 


Atlanta via Kansas City, | 
from 
apparently for confer- | 





| ary 








{ 





| him as follows: 











Etiquette! 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
El Brendel was criticized for | 
faulty etiquette when he ap- 
plauded the finat ceremonies of a 
highbrow Beverly Hills w edding. | 
Brendel asked, “If I can’t 
plaud, can I hiss?” 


COST- CONTROL’ 
SUBBING FOR 
EFFICIENCY’ 


| 
| 
| 


ap- 











‘Sam Ravine Publix. Idea 


to Use Money for Best 
Results | 





A “sensible spending” committee 


to take the place of so-called effi- 





ciency experts has been inaugurated | 
for the first time by Publix. Sam 


Dembow, Jr., organized the commit. | 
tee to encourage the use of money | 
in the best possible way. | 


Dembow is chairman, with the 
following persons and duties under | 


Paul Raiborne, departmental sal- 
costs; Fred Metzler, traveling 
expenses, telegram and telephone 
costs, etc.; L. J. Ludwig, unabsorbed 
overhead, warehouse expense, pay- 
roll increases and additions; M. J. 
Gowthorne, petty cash, and Joseph 
Walsh, maintenance items and 
postage. 


In addition, departmental heads 
will have ex-officio membership in 
the committee. Main idea of organ- 
izing the “cost-control’” committee 
is to eliminate and avert any ill- 
advised or frenzied “economy 
drives,” “efficiency expert doings” 
and to avoid the results of a “penny 
wise and pound foolish” system. 

The committee will be given all 
plans and ideas first for considera- 
tion of the cost angle, with the view 
to deciding value on the basis of 
ratio of costs to results. 


INTERNATIONAL COMEDY 


Three Sets of Leads and Directors 
in Talker 














Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Hal Roach has a Laurel-Hardy 
comedy in production with three 
different sets of directors and lead- 
ing women— English, French and 
Spanish. 

They are: Anita Garvin, English; 
Yola D’Avril, French; Linda Loren- 
do, Spanish, with corresponding 
nationalities represented by direc- 
tors, James Parrott, Jean de Briac 
and Robert O’Connor. 


Two “Laskas” 


Hollywood, Dec, 17. 

Tiffany announced its intentions 
of filming “Laska” as a western 
musical comedy several weeks ago. 
Universal declares it will remake 
the same story made by U as a 
silent in 1918. 

The story in both instances will 
be taken from Frank Deprez’s poem, 
out of copyright. 














Eastern Actress Called | 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
M-G-M sent a hurry call to New 
York for Helen Johnson to come 
to the Coast for a test as leading 
lady for “The Songwriter,” now be- 
ing played by Merna Kennedy. 
If the eastern actress is what 
they are looking for, she will re- 
place Miss Kennedy as the lead. 





| Show World,” 
| indie exhibitor situation 


‘SMALL-TOWN MAN 
AND PROTECTION 


| Par’s Gen. Mgr. Speaks to 
Sales Force Before Sail- 
ing—Goes Into Exhibition 
and Distribution Ends 


SILENTS THROUGH! 


Seeing only three or four impor- 


tant clauses in the present standard | 


exhibition contract, Sidney R. Kent, 
general manager of Paramount and 


| chairman of the distributor com- 


mittee anxious to meet with Allied 
and the M. P. T. O. A. as one body, 


| is also anxious to work out a new 


contract, killing those that “are just 
paper and ink.” He also wants to 
save the small indie exhib. 

In a speech at the semi-annual 
Par sales convention just held in 
New York, and printed in Para- 
mount’s house organ, “The New 
Kent went over the 
in detail, 
revealing why he went to the Co- 
lumbus convention and why he feels 
that one national exhibitor body 
with which he and the other dis- 
tributors can talk turkey to, sanely 
and sensibly, is essential at the 
present time. 

Referring to the Allied and the 
MPTOA, Kent said: “We are going 
to work out also with these gentle- 
men a uniform contract that will 
stand in the industry. My personal 
feeling is that there are a lot of 
clauses in the present contract that 


j|do not mean a thing and that you 


do not need,” 


Dwelling on the clauses that must 
be kept, he added: 

“One is, of course, the copyright 
protection you must have. The-sec- 
ond is protecting your play dates 

(Continued on page 18) 


SIGHT - SOUND 
ROGUE GALLERY 
FOR POLICE 


Fox Movietone aspires to become 
an active agent to every police de- 
partment in the country. Negotia- 
tions for such permanent servicing, 
by photographing in sound the 
statements of important criminals, 
are being conducted with nine cit- 
ies. These include: Philadelphia, 
Washington, Baltimore, Detroit, St. 
Louis, Chicago. 

In New York Fox is making a 
feature of the enactment of crime 
which Commissioner Whalen in- 
tends to use as part on his new po- 
lice college curriculum. 

The Rogues Gallery in Movietone 
is being inaugurated at cost price 
to the police departments. Key 
cities will be charged two-thirds, 
while smaller towns will be taxed 
the final third of such cost. Fox 
does not intend to look for profit 
until the department has proven it- 
self and has become generally ac- 
cepted. 

The plan, conceived by Frank 
Seltzer, publicity head for Fox the- 
atres, was tried successfully last 
October in Philadelphia, when an 
offender was photographed in sound 
while making a confession. Since 
then it has broadened until it is re- 
ported reaching dimensions as im- 
portant to the police as the finger- 
print departments. 

Fox's 35 Movietone units, cover- 
ing the entire country, will make 
the carrving on of this work a sim- 
| ple addition to regular news duties. 
| The high cost of sound, in addition 
to the difficulty in obtaining indi- 
vidual licenses and experienced 
men, makes it practically prohibi- 
tive for the individual department 
to establish a sound camera crew 
of its own. 
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\Carewe i in Production Charge of 


Pathe Studio; Making 25 Films 




















FRENCH SCENES :: 
AFTER ENGLISH 
IN STUDIO 


Making Two Versions of | 


- 


“Big Pond” at Par’s on 
Long Island 


Although many actors were avail- 
able able to speak French and Eng- 


lish few impressed the Paramount 
Long Island studio as to their acting 
ability in both languages. As a 
result Maurice Chevalier’s “The Big 
Pond” is in production with only 
Chevalier, Claudette Colbert, Andree 
Corday and Nat Pendleton in both 
versions. 


Other roles have substitutes for 
the French version. William Wil- 
liams subs for Frank Lyon, Henry 
Mortimer for George Barbier, 
Maude Allen for Marion Ballou and 
Loraine Jaillet for Elaine Koch, 


French cast first watches Hobart 
Henley put English group through 
scene and then does it in French, 
under the combined supervision of 
Henley and Jacques Bataille-Henri, 
former lyric writer for Chevalier, 
imported recently from Paris by 
Paramount, 

French script varies in many 
small details, colloquialisms, etc., 
from the literal translation of Pres- 
ton Sturges, English dialog. Ba- 
taille-Henri is injecting the Gallic 
slant on sex and humor. 

Script Girls 

Two script girls are employed, 
Paramount sending to the coast to 
get Peggy Thompson, an experi- 
enced script girl educated in France. 
Barney Rogan is the far-from- 
French name of the cutter who is 
editing the French rushes. He 
learned his French with the A. E. F. 
during the war. 

It is estimated that the two ver- 
sions shot simultaneously will con- 
sume about 50% more shooting time 
than if only in English. “The Big 
Pond” in English alone would prob- 
ably take about four weeks of actual 
camera work, whereas with the 
French version added after each 
scene, the minimum time consump- 
tion will be about six weeks. 


M. C. at 34 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
World’s youngest m. of c. will be 
Douglas Scott, three and a half, in 
Metro’s “Kiddy Revue.” 








Davey Lee’s Extension 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Louis Epstein has had his con- 
tract to handle Davey Lee for a 
vaude tour extended from Dec. 31 
to April 30 by the Probate Court. 
This was done at the request of 
Ella Mae Lee, the boy’s mother. 





Two Out at Par 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Jack Luden, graduate of -Para- 
mount’s school, is out, after three 
years in bits and second leads. 
Baclanova, now in vaude, 
off the list the same day. 


went 


- 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
On the Lot, Too Edwin Carewe will become gen- 
eral director of production at Pathe 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. this week, after the lawyers scan 
Jobyna Howland, introduced some of the clauses and okay the 
to Gary Cooper on the Para- ; works. Agreement is for a year 
mount lot, knocked the film with option. 

player for a loop when she Charles Sullivan, business man- 
asked him what he did in pic- ager, and KE. B. Derr, Pathe v.-p., 
tures. will return to New York when 

| Carewe assumes office Jan. 1. 


is specified that Pathe is to 


mi i 20 program pictures averaging 


$200,000 each, and six super-specials 
lcosting between $3,500,000 and $7,- 
|500,000. Among the specials two 
are by Rex Beach, “The Spoilers” 


| and “Silver Horde,” with Carewe to 
direct these personally. 

Besides salary Carewe 
ceive a percentage and have sole 
production authority. Joseph P. 
Kennedy will finance pictures made 
by Carewe personally, with Carewe 
| sharing 50-50 on any profit. 


ILLUSION, NOT 
REALITY, FOR 
AUDIENCES 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Technicians working to improve 
the mechanics of pictures have dis- 
covered that there is danger in be- 
coming too perfect. The public 
wants illusion, not reality. 


The discovery was made when a 
device to correct projection distor- 
tion was tried out in a neighbor- 
hood house. In normal projection 
the figures on the screen are taller 
and slimmer than in the flesh. Also, 
almost inappreciably, their heads 
are smaller and their feet larger 
in proportion to their bodies. A new 
optical device designed to correct 
all this was installed in the pro- 
jection booth and for the first time 
figures on the screen were seen in 
the proportion of real life, 

Five patrons asked the manager 
what was wrong with the projection 
that- made all the actors look so 
fat. 

One result of the incident is that 
research is being conducted to de- 
termine just what sort of imper- 
fections are desirable and to what 
degree the public wants them, 

“We seek the creation of a per- 
fect illusion,” says G, F. Rackett, in 

(Continued on page 17) 


DEPT. JUSTICE REFUSES 
COMMENT ON FOX MOVE 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Announced plan to create a hold- 
ing company and combining there- 
under the various Fox enterprises 
including Loew’s, Inc., and M-G-M 
caused the Department of Justice 
to get even tighter than hereto- 
fore when it came to answering 


will re- 














| questions as to the effect of such 


a move on the department’s suit. 
Refusal to talk was the official at- 
titude. 
Unofficially word coming through 
is that it will not change the as- 


| pect of the Government's suit. That 


the department will proceed in an 
attempt to win its case under the 
Clayton act involving but the one 
issue: that in purchasing stock con- 
trol in Loew, William Fox lessened 
competition in the picture industry. 

Department’s attitude as to hold- 
ing companies is pretty generally 
established. 

When the Clayton act suit is dis- 
posed of, it is stated, it will then 
be time enough to consider any 
moves necessary should the actual 
| merger of Fox and Loew be come 
| pleted and untanglement of these 
‘interests sought for by the depart- 
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Pathe Innocent of 


Criminal 


Negligence in Fire Catastrophe 








! 
Pathe’s physical property damage | 
as the result of the Manhattan} 
Studio New York fire is placed at} 


approximately $250,000. The com- | 
pany is ending its lease automati- | 
cally and is set to continue east- 


ern production, until permanent} 
quarters are selected, in the Gram-| 
ercy Studios of RCA Photophone. 

The studio catastrophe is result- | 
ing in a precautionary tightening | 
of the industry nationally. Film| 
laboratories are organizing and in|} 
the meantime storing all negative 
stock in vaults. Unannounced in 
New York, the local fire depart- 
ment has commenced closing thea- 
tres with inflammable decorations 
and drapes designed to aid sound, 
until directed alterations are made. 
The first of these is Leo Brecher’s 
Douglas in the Bronx. 

Pathe faces a crisis tomorrow 
(Thursday) when the investigations 
of the mayor, fire and police chiefs 
will be blended with the public 
query of Patheites and other wit- 
nesses at the fire. In the centre of 
this will be the arraignment of 
John C. Flinn and H. F. Lally, 
studio manager, Pathe executives, 
both under a technical charge of 
manslaughter in the second degree 
and now under bail bonds of $15,- 
000, each. 

Pathe will be exonerated of any 
criminal negligence is the belief 
of many legal minds in the industry 
although they admit that the 
court situation is grave. | That the 
fire started in the ordinary course 
of events through a drape catching 
fire from a lamp seems to be con- 
ceded by the official investigations. 

Pathe in its defense tomorrow, 
according to report, will deny one 
of the most damaging allegations 
and which immediately preceded 
the arrest of Flinn and Lally. This 
is denial that any attempt was made 
to “spirit away” cans containing 
150,000 feet of film on the night 
after the fire. 


No Deception 

According to eye witnesses for 
the company, these cans were 
earried out shortly after the fire 
had gotten underway and were on 
the sidewalk in view of the crowds 
long before nightfall. A Pathe man 
declares he sent two office boys 
then to the scene with instructions 
to bring back the cans to the home 
office. This, he said, was done with 
no intent to evade the police. 

The Hearst New York dailies, 
which have conducted a savage 
campaign against Pathe, are 
credited with making this “dis- 
covery,” according to company em- 
ployees who have been assisting 
the authorities since the start of 
the investigation. 

Pathe will also contend, it is 
stated that while the Manhattan 
Studio was not equipped with 
sprinklers it had numerous other 
safeguards in the nature of firehose 
and extinguishers. The possibility of 
other studios in New York un- 
equipped with the much-mooted 
sprinkler system being cited, was 
also hinted by men who will testify 
to evidence that Pathe was not an 
exception. 

At the Hays office no knowledge 
in this respect could be gained. 
Arthur Dickinson, in charge of the 
conservation department, expressed 
ignorance of fire preventatives in 
studios and laboratories, saying 
that: only a watchful eye in this 
respect is kept by the Hays office 
over film exchanges. Although 
Dickinson admitted being at the 
Pathe fire he denied that it was as 
investigator. 

No Fiim Burned 

While the Hays body maintained 
a stand-off position regarding the 
investigation it unofficially drew 
attention to the reports that not a 

(Continued on pag> 14) 
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Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Dec. 20 
Capitol—“‘Hollywood Revue” 
(M-G). 
Colony—"Shannons of Broad- 


way” (U). 

Paramount — “The Kibitzer” 
(Par). 

Rialto — “The Virginian” 
(Par). 


Roxy—“Christina” (Fox). 
Strand—“Girl From Wool- 
worth’s” (FN). 





Week Dec. 27 

Capitoli—“‘Holiywood Revue” 
(M-G). 

Colony—“Hell’s Heroes” (U). 

Globe—“Rio Rita” (Radio). 

Paramount—“Glorifying 
American Girl’ (Par). 

Roxy—"Hot for Paris” (Fox). 





$2 Runs 


Dec. 22—‘“Devil May Care” 
Astor. 

Dec. 23 — “Sally” 
Garden). 

Dec. 25—‘“Seven Keys to 
Baldpate” (Carroli). 


STEP’S IMPERSONATION; 
' NOW TRIAL FOR STEW 


Los Angeles Dec. 17. 

Step’n Fetchit, pictures, pleaded 
not guilty to a charge of being 
drunk, before Municipal Judge May 
Lahey, and asked for a jury trial. 
Trial was set for Jan. 6. 

According to the arresting officer, 
Fetchit was giving a performance, 
using the back of his car for a 
stage, to a street corner audience. 
Fetchit ballyhooed the performance 
to the crowd as his impersonation 
of that great comedian, Step’n 
Fetchit. 


(Winter 

















“Caught Short” for Film 


Metro is making a picture with 
the title, if their wish comes true, 
to be “Caught Short.” It is the 
name of Eddie Cantor’s pocket- 
sized book on the stock market 
blow off. 

The film company phoned the 
publishers (Simon & Schuster) to 
secure a figure at which it could 
purchase the title, but were referred 
to Cantor. 

The picture has nothing to do 
with the contents of the Cantor 
brain child. It is doubtful if the 
comedian will sell the tag insomuch 
as he has been approached by sev- 
eral picture firms wishing to make 
a talker short of him reciting the 
same work. 





Fox Players Out 


Fox players not being re-engaged 
upon expiration of their contracts 
are Charles Morton, Helen Twelve- 
trees, Barry Norton, Charles Eaton, 
Frederick Graham, David Persey, 
Dorothy Burgess, Juan Sebilio and 
Delia Mogana 

Within the past year Fox is said 
to have signed 268 people, many 
from the legit field. 





“Insurrection” Deferred 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Unable to find the right lead for 
“Insurrection,” it is said, Tiffany 
is postponing the picture indef- 
initely. 

Marion Schilling, borrowed from 
M-G-M for its femme lead, will be 
assigned to “Cyclone Hickey.” 

















For Two (2) Years, 





Bargain Xmas Gift 
ARIETY 


Nothing beats “Variety” for a steady present to show folks, friends 
or relatives interested in the show business at home or abroad 


One Year's Subscription (Regular Price), $10 
Two Years (Special Price), $15 
HOLDS GOOD UNTIL NEW YEAR'S 


$15, Sent Anywhere 














GOLF UNDER COVER 


Washington, D. C., seems to de- 
pend upon MEYER DAVIS for en- 
tertainment and recreational inno- 
vations. He recently opened the 
KING PIN COUNTRY CLUB, a 
nine-hole course, under roof, that is 
captivating the golfing fraternity of 
the National Capital. 








WARNERS STARTING 9; 


STUDIO LIGHTS JAN. 15 


Hollywood. Dec. 17. 

Warner Brothers will start off its 
1930 program with nine pictures in 
production around Jan. 15. The 
studio will remain dark with the 
exception of shorts, until that date. 

Eight of the nine talkers to go 
into the works around that date 
are: “Viennese Nights,” the Oscar 
Hammerstein II and Sigmond Rom- 





, berg operetta,“Sweet Kitty Bellaire,” 


“Fame” “Dumbbells in Ermine,” 
“Those Who Dance,” “Fast Work- 
ers,” “Weak Sisters,” and “Three 
Flights Up.” 

Only assignments on these pic- 
tures are on “Viennese Nights.” 
Alexander Gray and Vivienne Segal 
will play the leads and Alan Cros- 
land will direct. 





Impostor’s German Accent 
And 24-Hour Bride 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
Stating himself to be the favor- 


ite nephew of Carl Laemmle while 
his personal card stated he repre- 
sented Ufa in the U. S. a man, 
whom police brand as an impostor, 
left a string of alleged bouncing 
checks during the past week here. 
He also gathered unto himself a bride 
after a 24-hour courtship including 
expensive gifts paid for by the 
aforementioned checks, 

Man is about 45, very short with 
thinning hair that is tinged with 
gray. His speech is marked with a 
decided German accent, police say. 

Bride was Ethel May Dulin who 
was gathered in by the police next 
day after the marriage in the hope 
she could throw some light on the 
man’s whereabouts. 

Hotel bill was left unpaid. 


Langan’s Better Contract 


Hollywood, Dec, 17. 

Paramount has torn up a six- 
month contract with John Langan, 
dialog director, and given him new 
one for five years. 

At same time that company took 
up option for another year on serv- 
ices of Wilimore Harcus, head tech- 
nician, 








Chief O’Brien With Boy 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Former Chief of Police D. J. 
O’Brien, of San Francisco, and later 
appointed police commissioner after 
he retired, is in Hollywood. 
The chief is acting as business 
manager for his son, George 
O’Brien, contract player for Fox. 





Pepi Lederer’s Role 

A role in the Selwyn “9:15 Revue,” 
now in rehearsal in New York, will 
be taken by Pepi Lederer. 

The young girl is the daughter of 
Reine Davies and niece of Marion 
Davies. Pepi came east a few weeks 
ago determined to go on the legit 
stage on her own. That’s the way 
she secured the revue engagement. 





Benet for “Lincoln” 
Stephen Vineent Benet, author, 
will write the dialog for D. W. 
Griffith’s “Abraham Lincoln.” 
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Benet and Griffith departed for 


ithe coast last week. 





Hollywood Chatter 











Bill, Carl and Doc 


Exchange of grimaces be- 
tween Dr. George Reid An- 
drews, executive director of 
the Church and Drama League 
of America, and Carl E. Milli- 
ken of the Will Hays office, 
was climaxed Monday by a 
large quantity of oil from Mr. 
Milliken. 

In eight pages of closely 
packed mimeograph, the state- 
ment becomes relevant enough 
on p%ge seven to indicate that 
the Hays office suggests Ir. 
Andrews is pouting because 
there’s no Santa Claus in the 
M. P. P. D. A., which co-oper- 
ates with but refuses io con- 
tribute to the “socially- 
minded” groups working for 
uplift in general and film up- 
lift in particular. 

Feud between Andrews and 
Milliken aired in the dailies 
on the installment basis. Min- 
ister accuses Hays bierarchy 
of playing him for a come-on, 
of seeking to dominate the 
church and Drama League and 
of being pikers. 

Milliken, in rebuttal, hints 
that Dr. Andrews’ worries 
more about dough than any- 
thing else; that instead of fc'- 
lowing the general plan of 
having committees review and 
endorse plays and films, he in- 
sists on being the sole judge 
of what his organization shall 
endo:se. 








Paul Sloan back from New York, 

Eliot Clawson under the weather, 

Marie Dressler minus five molarg, 

Mae Busch to go in vaude. 

Larry Ceballos back in town. 

John Boles will holiday in Texag, 

J. Leo Meehan at home in Be! Air, 

Dorothy Jordan called east by the 
death of her father. 

All the girls are in a panic try. 
ing to get rid of that sun tan. 

Harry Pollard, Palm Springing it 
for 10 days. 

George Bancroft 
Europe, 

Glenn Tryon shot quail and wila 
ducks in Mexico. 

Victor Baravalle back from New 
York. 

Rene Macready will Xmas in St, 
Louis, 

June Clyde resumes at Radio 
after vacationing in Buffalo. 


home from 


Edna Purviance is again on the 
boulevard. 

Selznick-Mayer nuptials looked 
for in March. 

Rufe LeMaire contemplates 
agenting. 


Albert Gray and Jack Manning, 
roadshowists, in town. 

Jack Warner returned with an 
upper lip adornment. 

Otis Harlan vacationing in Cleve. 
land. 

Cost Goldwyn $10,000 for that nae 
tional broadcast on “Condemned.” 

Frank Lloyd returned with a list 
of new Gotham speakies. 

Dick Barthelmess last 
from in Austria. 


heard 








METRO DUO RETURNS— 
GROSS IN CONFERENCE 


Following business conferences 
over Metro product, Louis B. Mayer 


and Irving Thalberg, with Edwin 
Loeb, coast attorney, expect to 
leave New York today (Wednesday) 
for the western return trip. Thal- 
berg and Loeb reached New York 
Sunday. Mayer was a couple of 
weeks ahead. 

The New York meetings were at- 
tended by J. Robert Rubin also of 
Metro. Besides going into the sub- 
ject of forthcoming Metrop fea- 
tures, it is said the Metro execs 
studied box office returns of their 
recent pictures. As usual they will 
use the grosses as an indefinite 
guide for future selections, 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Ted Heussing 
Edwin Loeb 
Irving Thalberg 
Louis B. Mayer 
Harold B. Franklin 
Billy West. 

George Sidney. 
Wm. Le Baron. 
Harry Weber. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Lillian Gish 
John W. Considine, Jr. 
Howard Emmett Rogers 
Harry Richman 
W. C. Menzies 
Leo Morrison. 








4 M-G Options Taken Up 


Metro has renewed the contracts 
of four featured players and is not 
taking up the option on one. 

Four renewals are Lawrence 
Gray, Robert Montgomery, Kay 
Johnson and Nina Mae McKinney, 
all reported fo. another year. 

Contract not being renewed is that 
of Hedda Hopper, through Jan. 6. 





Schenck Slips Taylor 


Hollywood, Dec, 17. 

Joseph M. Schenck has torn up 
Sam Taylor’s United Artist con- 
tract, still to run several months, 
and has given the director a new 
agreement. 

It calls for a piece in future pic- 
tures. 





McCarey on Musical 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Leo McCarey, obtained from 
Pathe by Paramount, will direct 
“Let’s Go Native,” musical extrava- 
ganza from an original by George 
Marion, Jr., and Percy Heath. The 
music is by Richard A. Whiting. 
In the cast will be James Hall, 
| Jeannette MacDonald, Jack Oakie, 
| Skeets Gallagher, William Austin. 





Paul Muni home after personal 
appearancing around. 

Will Rogers bought two of Hal 
Roach’'s polo ponies. 

David Graham Fisher is talking 
of re-entering the producing field. 

Monte Blue cn the Boulevard 
after five weeks in the east. 

Harry Spingler iz hobe wib— 
achew. 

Work will interfere with George 
O’Brien’s intended visit to Honolulu, 

Wallace Beery, under contract {fo 
M-G for eight months, finally doés 
a bit in “On the Set.” 

Norman Kerry came back from 
the east via the Canal and &@ 
freighter. 

Dorothy Fields, Lew’s daughter, 
will be songwriting at M-G after 
February. 

When they want a Jimmy Walker 
in pictures they call either Ned 
Sparks or Wilbur Mack. 

Six shows a day in vaude took 
32 pounds off Charlie Murray, ne< 
cessitating a new wardrobe. 

Bodil Rosing goes to Germany in 
January for six months. To appear 
in Teutonic talkers. 

Wm. Collier, Sr., says you can ale 
‘ways spot an actor out of work by 
|a gray hat and spats. 

Buddy Rogers giving his parents 
/a home in Beverly Hills for Christ- 
| mas, 

| Squealing tin-types is a recent 
term for some of the talkers around 
Hollywood. 

Hollywood police station to have & 
|}branch. Answer to President Hoo- 
_ver’s plea for expansion. 
| Leo Morrison thinks he will be 
back in New York for Xmas. Just 
a thought. 

Ziegfeld and Eddie Cantor are due 
here March 15 for Goldwyn’s 
“Whoopee.” 

Walter O’Keefe and Bobbie Dolan, 
song team at Pathe, had tonsils 
removed at same time. 

Why Santa Claus parades the 
boulevard in a truck is explained by 
a sign in the Crossed Keys restau 
rant: “We serve reindeer.” 

Prize dumbell of week femme 
player who appeared on the sect a9 
a 1904 Gibson girl without stock- 
ings. 

Taylor Holmes made his first 
aerial trip. Now urging all his 
friends to go up. Charles King ree 
fuses. 

Loretta Young is sporting four 
karats on her left hand. Grant 
Withers is not supposed to be the 
donor. 

James Whale got an added bonus 
of a swanky roadster for his part 
direction of “Hell’s Angels,” Howard 
Hughes’ marathon film. 

Lon Chaney’s explanation of the 
difference betaveen journalism and 
literature is that the former is un- 
readable and the latter is not read. 

“Sarah and Son” a real feminist 
movement. Written by a woman, 
directed by a woman; business 
managed by a woman and to dé 
cut by a2 woman. ’ 

Golfers exhibited fancy driving 
shots during a banquet at the Hotel 
Roosevelt given by the Profession 
Golfers’ Association. No breakas® 
and all for publicity stills. 
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VARIETY 9 














“Variety” through the subterfuge of 


Shows,” 
Paramount's 








' &rossing more with Technicolor— 








Black and Whites Fading Out, Says 
Technicolor—That's Why for Ads 


(A requested statement below, 
from Jerome Beatty, in charge of 
national publicity for Technicolor. 
The “national publicity” prompted 
the request, for the reasons men- 
tioned by Mr. Beatty in his opening 
explanatory paragraphs.) 





New York, Dec. 16. 
Editor “Variety”: 

In print, in your decorous journal 
of manners and morals, you have 
wondered why Technicolor is shoot- 
ing a million or so in a national 
advertising campaign. 

What has happened to “Variety,” 
in heaven’s name, when it ques- 
tions the motives behind any ad- 
vertising appropriation which in- 
cludes a chunk for “Variety”? 

You point out that Technicolor is 
fhe only successful color process 
and that anybody who wants color 
goes to Technicolor to get it. There- 
fore, being the leader in a field of 
one, we are suckers to advertise,‘ 
according to your philosophy. 

You say, truthfully, that our 
laboratories are working up to 
capacity and that we are doing 
turnaway business. So why, you 
gasp, advertise for more? 

I should like to write a thousand 
words or more, hoping to crash 


this complaint, with swell publicity 
for Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, presi- 
dent of Technicolor, and I might be 
tempted to include high praise of 
the Technicolor process as exempli- 
fied by Warner Brothers’ “Show of 
First National’s “Sally,” 
“Vagabond King,” 
Metro’s “The Rogue Song,” Radio’s 
“Hit the Deck’ and 50 or 75 others. 

But the thing is too simple. That, 
perhaps, is why it is so difficult for 
a publication attuned to the com- 
plexities and the false fronts of 
Broadway to fathom. 

Technicolor is building new lab- 
oratories. Technicolor is turning 
out new cameras at the rate of one 
a week. 

In two years, or less, black and 
white motion pictures will be as 
scarce as silent pictures are today. 
Practically everything will be in 
Technicolor. 


Make ’Em Ask 


A national advertising campaign 
that increases the gross business 
on pictures photographed in Tech- 
nicolor, a campaign that makes the 
Public ask the theatre manager for 
Technicolor, and in turn causes 
him to demand pictures in Techni- 
color, is bound to hasten the day 
when Technicolor will be as neces- 
sary to a picture as actors. 

If the Technicolor Company (am 
I using the name too often?), 
through advertising, helps the pro- 
ducer and the exhibitor make more 
money on Technicolor pictures, 
won't Technicolor, in the end, profit 
through its campaign? 

Wouldn’t we be suckers not to 
advertise? Wouldn't we be inept 
and unenterprising and slow on our 
feet if we sat back and did nothing 
to hasten the coming of the uni- 
versal use of color? 

Let alone, Technicolor would con- 
tinue its steady growth. But to 
bring peli-mell the happy day when 
all motion pictures will be in Tech- 
nicolor, producers and exhibitors 
must find out that Technicolor 
hikes the eross. 

For the B. O. 

“Technicolor” must be made a 
box office name. And that’s the 
extremely desirable situation that 
we are helping to bring about. 
We're going to make more people 
&0 to see Technicolor pictures. 

There is nothing up our sleeve. 
We are advertising nationally so 
that producers and exhibitors— 


Will find that Technicolor ought to 
© used on every motion picture. 
Thus the public will be happier, 
the exhibitor will be richer, the 
producers’ Stocks will rise on the 
if Board and Technicolor will find 
t necessary to bufld even more 
laboratories, 
JEROME BEATTY. 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY, 





TECHNICOLOR, INC. 








Direct by Air 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Paramount will record sound 
direct from aeroplanes. in 
flight for “Young Eagles.” 

Instead of inserting the 
hum or buzz after the picture 
is shot, motor noise will be 
sent to the recording rooms 
via portable radio sets. 


COUPLE OF WILSONS 











BUSTED IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Harry Wilson, unit press agent 
at United Avctists, filed bankruptcy 
petition in U. S. District Court list- 
ing liabilities at $14,055 and assets 
at $6,380. 

He owes the Bank of Hollywood 
$4,000; Thomas Little, a studio em- 
ploye, $2,740; United Studios com- 
pany, which Mike Levee heads, 
$1,468; J. Boyce Smith, head of 
Inspiration pictures $300; Lou An- 
ger $300; Dolores Del Rio, whose 
publicity he handles $238; Heine 
Piano Co. $655; four physicians 
for services $975; Finis Fox, sce- 
narist $300; Ruth Wilson*$750; The 
Blossom Room at the Roosevelt ho- 
tel for food $55, and the Standard 
Discount Corporation $238. 

His assets are $3,000 equity in a 
home, household effects, life insur- 
ance policy and a $100 promissory 
noté by another p. a. 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

The bottom fell out of the much 
ballyhooed divorce action of Carey 
Wilson, writer, against his wife, 
Nancy Wilson, when Superior Judge 
Tappaan allowed Wilson to with- 
draw his claims for divorce. 

Judge Tappaar. then granted Mrs. 
Wilson a divorce on the grounds of 
desertion when she testified Wilson 
left her in July, 1927. The court- 
room was crowded with flaps who 
expected to hear a lot of spicy 
testimony. 

Wilson signed an agreement giv- 
ing his wife his $100,000 home. In 
addition she receives $500 per month 
alimony, an $18,000 car, and $250 a 
month for the support of their two 
children. 

Wilson testified that after the 
settlement is made he will have less 
than $20,000 left. 


F. N.’s Scenario Dept. 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Warner Brothers have taken five 
of their writers away from First 
National to return te its own stu- 
dio, which will be operating full 
blast about Feb. 15. They are J, 
Grubb. Alexander, J. G. Rigby, 
Harry Thew, Joseph Jackson and 
James Starr. 

Al Cohn, scenario head at First 
National, is now organizing a per- 
manent department. First of the 
writers engaged is Fredrick Haz- 
lett Brennan, who recently left Fox. 





MAKING “WHOOPEE” 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
T. Freeiand wiii direct “Whoopee,” 
the Goldwyn-Ziegfeld musical, with 
Eddie Cantor, to go into production 
for United Artists’ release Feb. 1. 
Freeland is off to New York to 
confer. 


F, N.’s “Commander” 

First National has purchased 
“The Flight Commander,” an 
original by John Monk Saunders 
and Howard Hawks. 

Richard Bartheimess may 
with Hawks to direct. 





get it 





Walthall Comes Back 
Holiywood, Dec. 17. 
Henry B. Walthall back in big 
time for many moons. After play- 
ing the indies spasmodically, the 
veteran has been engaged by Fox 
for a principal part in “Temple 
Tower,” English melodrama, 
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GROUP IGNORES 
MARKET RALLY 


Fox Holding Co. Plan Out, | 
Then Questioned — Film| 
Issues Affected by Pres- 
sure but Disregard Bull- 
ish Moves Elsewhere— 
Spectre of 1930 Setback 


DULLEST SESSION YET | 





By AL GREASON 


The general market staged a brisk 
rally for a few minutes yesterday 
afternoon, but the amusement 
shares took but small part in the 
better sentiment, lagging behind the 
upturn with the same indifference 
they had shown through the preced- 
ing days of weakness. 

Rally came late after a day of 
slow pressure on many of the lead- 
ing issues. The film shares gave 
way rather strikingly to adverse 
circumstances and took but a minor 
part in the momentary improvement 


around 2.30. 
Par Below 50 
Paramount got into new low 


ground at the opening, starting the 








| pictures 











day at 49%, the first time it has 
>, s 
Yesterday’s Prices 
LEADING AMUSEMENTS Net 
High Low Last Chg 
16,700 Fox ..... 39 37% 385%— 4% 
2,800 Loew 46% 45 45 —1% 
4,600. Par ..... 51% 49% 51%+ % 
3,200 Pathe ... 3% 3% 3%— % 
300 Pathe A. Ge G% 6% 
193,900 RCA .... 45% 42 45 +2% 
18,500 RKO .... 20% 19% 2 +1 
300 Shu ..... 12% 12% .. —¥% 
16,700 W B..... 42% 41% 42%+ % 
CURB 
8.100 Fox The... 8% 8% 8%— % 
2,500 Gen The.. 31% 3044 31%— % 
broken 50 in weeks. It recovered 


to better than 51, but its action 
was far from impressive. 

Fox after a series of gyrations 
appears to have flattened out in 
narrow range between 37 and 39 
with daily turnover yesterday the 
smallest in a long time. Confusion 
surrounds the issue. Apparently 
authentic reports were published 
Monday that the trustees had ar- 
ranged to put Fox Films and Loew 
into a new holding company and 
proposed to cont‘nue dividends on 
both stocks. A different statement 
came out yesterday that no decision 
had been reached although the plan 
outlined was in preparation. An- 
other story was that William Fox 
had been ordered to remain home 
suffering from a severe cold, and 
during his illness the trustees would 
complete their program, consulting 
him by telephone when necessary. 

Fox A _ stood the contradictory 

(Continued on page 18) 


ACTORS TOLD TO 
GET SOME WORK 
SOMEWHERE 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Jack Mower, screen actor, being 
$3,285 n arrears of alimony to his 
ex-wife, was ordered by Judge Ray 
Schauer of Superior Court to quit 
and obtain employment 
with a more certain tncome, 

This was the judge’s answer to 
Mower's plea that he had not worked 
for six months and couldn't meet 
his wife’s alimony. 

Another actor, Charles Stahl, sim- 
ilarly delinquent, said he had not 
worked in four months and was 
ordered to get himself a job with a 
regular stipend. 

Failure of the actors to comply 
with the order leaves them open to 
charges of contempt of court, with 
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Knothole Spec! 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Big shot femme star living 
in Beverly Hills takes a daily 
plunge in her private pool au 
naturel. Her chauffeur en- 
joyed the show through a knot 
hole in the fence for several 
days and then cashed in by 
selling time at the knot hole to 
his friends. 

Finally, the star got wise and 
aired the driver, later relenting 
and giving him back his job 
when’ his wife, the player’s 
maid, promised that she would 
see to it that her spouse was 
kept busy at other duties dur- 
ing the bathing period of the 
mistress, 














INSPECT FILM STUDIOS 
IN AND AROUND N. Y. 


lire department inspectors of 
New York city under the sting of 
newspaper criticism following the 
Pathe studio fire and the stringent 
edicts of Mayor Walker swooped 
down on the eastern studios with 
plenty of worry for some of the 
independent studios resulting. 

Paramount and Warners are 
comparatively free from molesta- 
tion being housed in thick cement, 
steel fire doors, and overhead 
sprinklers. But they were visited 
and inspected. Fire marshals popped 
in and out many times daily look- 
ing for cigaret smokers or other 
violations. 

At Paramount a strict anti-smok- 
ing rule issued by Jesse Lasky per- 
mitted employes to get the only puff 
of their day in the restaurant at 
noon hour. Cards were issued at 
the door printed in red and black 
informing visitors of regulations 
and requesting observance. 

It was indicated by fire inspectors 
at a couple of the smaller studios 
that a number of architectural 
changes, re-arrangement of exits 
and other precautions may be or- 
dered. 

One studio seldom occupied but 
occasionally making shorts on pro- 
motions with release arrangements 
very vague, may be condemned out- 
right, or else ordered to make fire 
changes whose cost would naturally 
be prohibitive to the present group. 

Both at Warners and Paramount 
Yraw stock and laboratories are sit- 
uated in buildings entirely apart 
from the studios proper. 


PAR LETS OUT SEVEN 


Two Script Girls After 10 Years 
Among Group—Dialect Trouble 











Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Seven disappear from Paramount 
Jan. 1. Two are Louise Long and 
Ethel Doherty, with the company 
for 10 years. They started in as 
script girls and for five years have 
been writing scenarios. Their writ- 
ing contract expired and they re- 
quested the company to not exer- 
cise the option, as they would like 
to try talents in new fields, 

Other options not exercised are 
Baclanova, who was asked to let 
her contract go by default, as she 
was not suitable with her Ccialect 
for talkers. She agreed and started 
for England, where she is now 
working in a picture. 

Fred Kohler and David Newell 
are the other actors on the waiver 
list. 

Two writers to leave payroll will 
be Florence Ryerson and Walton 
Rutterfield. 


Reichenbach’s U. A. Special 


United Artists has Harry Reich- 
enbach for a special exploitation 
campaign on “The Locked Door.” 
According to present schedule, it 
follows “The Virginian” into the 
Rialto, New York, late in January 
or early in February. 

Picture features Rod LaRocque, 
William Boyd and Betty Bronson, 
based on the play, “The Sign on the 
Door.” 








Jesephson on F. N. Staff 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Julien Josephson has been added 
to the First National scenario staff 





fine or imprisonment attached. 


by Al Cohn. 
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FILM FANS STARTING 
PHONE CALL WANTS 


Picture fans are getting so in- 
terested in their pictures and stars 
that they are now calling up the 
companies to correct them on errors 
and even demand changes. 

Among the minor complaints re- 
ceived was one from a woman, who 
called up Paramount and demanded 
that the spelling be changed in a 
24-sheet on Owen Wister’s “The 
Virginian.” The woman was irked 
by the fact Wister was spelled 
“Wester.” 

Another woman wanted to talk 
to Charles Ruggles. When told he 
wasn’t bound for California, she, 
presumably one of the many “nuts” 
annoying producer companies, re- 
torted that he possibly couldn’t be 
because she had just seen his pic- 
ture last night. 

Some people contact producers, 
Suggesting they produce certain old 
pictures. “Birth of a Nation” seems 
to be favored for dialog. 

Since Maurice Chevalier became 
a film star, Par is being troubled 
a lot by Frenchman, after all sorts 
of things. Some simply must see 
him and others blurt out their hurt 
feelings when they can’t get in the 
Astoria studio. 











No Successor to Parsons; 


16 Years With Pathe 


When P. A. Parsons goes out of 
Pathe Jan. 1 there will remain only 
one old Patheite of any importance 
to comé down from the days that 
preceded the merger with P. D. C. 
This will be Lewis E. Inerarity, sec- 
retary of the organization. 

Parsons, with Pathe 16 years, 
first as publicity and advertising 
director, then as advertising man- 
ager and lately as publicity man- 
ager, will have no successor, ac- 
cording to present plans. The work 
he has been doing will be divided 
between the present staff, including 
G. R. O'Neill, Rutgers Neiison, 
Charles Ulrics and Jack Level. 

Although Parsons may return to 
the advertising field he was in be- 
fore joining Pathe in 1913, his plans 
are at present time somewhat un- 
certain. Contrary to report, he has 
not decided to quit show business. 

By coincidence, Parsons, with 16 
years to his credit in Pathe, is the 
sixteenth Patheite of the old guard 
to leave it. Others are E. R. Pear- 
son, general manager and vice 
president; J. E. Storey, Pearson’s 
assistant; Harry Scott, general 
sales manager; W. C. Smith, comp- 
troller; Charles Fischer, purchasing 
agent; John Humm, treasurer: E. 
O. Brooks, manager of eastern pro- 
duction; J. A. Berst, art head and 
manager of Pathex, Inc.; Barrett 
McCormick, exploitation manager: 
W. A. V. Mack, publicity manager; 
Phil Ryan, manager of west coast 
production; Spencer Bennett, pro- 
ducer of Pathe forials; George 
Gray, scenario edif»r, and Arthur 
Rousseau, export m inager. 


Hawaiian Co. Hard Up 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Hugh Allen and Gladys McCon- 
nell, pictures, filed salary claims 
against the Jefferson and Hawaiian 
Picture Corp with the State Labor 
Comm for $1,000 each. Both claim 
they were engaged to play the leads 
in a picture to be made in Hawaii. 
Upon arrival in Honolulu they 
found that the company was with- 
out funds to proceed with the pic- 
ture. 


Lanfield Directing 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Sidney Lanfield, gag man for five 
years on the Fox lot, has been 
elevated to director. 

His first will be “If I Was Alone 
With You” adapted from Richard 
Cornell’s magazine story by Maude 
Fulton, 

















Tuttle on “Thru” 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
‘Follow Thru” gets into produc- 
tion March 3 at Paramount. 
Frank Tuttle will direct with 
Larry Schwab acting as supervisor. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, December 18, 1929 














L. A. Grosses Running Ahead This 
December as Against December, 1928 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,500,000) 


Weather: Good 

Although pilots of West Dubuque’s 
picture emporiums were squawking 
last week as the crowded pre- 
Christmas streets failed to show 
much money, a check against last 
year at this time reveals that, even 
against the increase in the number 
of deluxe houses, this December's 
business is better than last Decem- 
ber’s. 

There was no reason for distemper 
at.the State which had $29,000 for 
“Untamed.” At the Paramount “The 
Mighty” was rolling along without 


finding any ruts. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard (Fox)—“The Viking” 
(M-G-M) (€2,164; 25-50). Not enough 
tobasco for flaps and jellybeans of 
this neighborhood; squeezed 
$6400. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘“Rio Rita” 
(RKO) (1,500; 50-$1.50) (4th week). 


Loitering around $13,000 and no 
complaints. 

Chinese (Fox) — “Condemned” 
(UA) (2,028;. 50-$1.50) (2d week). 


Special exploitation and party sell- 





ithing off. 


‘RIO RITA’ ON PTSBG RUN 


DULL WEEK’S STANDOUT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Weather: Rain and cold 


for couple of weeks now, and every- 
Grosses eased up from 
$2,000 to $6,000 with few execptions. 

“Glorifying the American Girl’ 
(Par) got a severe drubbing in the 
dailies, but the cast names counter- 
acted somewhat, and Grand claimed 
about $16,000 for first week. Penn 
dropped to $29,000 with Romance 
of Rio Grande” (Fox), long bill cut- 





| “Song 


ting in to some extent. Stanley 


for |only fair with “Half Way to Heav- 
len” (Par) at about $23,000. 


Aldine 
reported presentable $12,000 with 
of Kentucky” (Fox) light- 
weight, but liked. 

Important exception to slump was 
Sheridan Square, where “Rio Rita” 
(Radio) took a’new lease on life in 
third week and stays over, despite 


ing by George Brown sustaining re- [scheduled booking of “Jazz Heav- 


ceipts at $17,000. 

Criterion (Fox)—“Hallelujah” (M- 
G) (1,600; 25-75) (1st week). $4,500 
Saturday and Sunday and should 
round out $10,000 on week; comes 
here following month’s $1.50 engage- 
ment at Palace. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“Marianne” 
(M-G) (1,800; -25-75). Figure, $9,- 
800, regulation total; Hearst papers 
always circus Davies’ engagements 
locally. 

Palace (Fox) “They Had to See 
Paris” (Fox) (1,150; 50-$1.65) (3d 
and final week). Finally found bot- 
tom of $7,000 reserved seat demand 
for Will Rogers comedy; “Sunny 
Side Up’ moved downtown to open 
Dec. 18 to make another try at 
scale following Hollywood fizzle. 

State (Loew-Fox) “The Untamed” 
(M-G) (2,042; 25-$1). Topped town 
with just under $29,000; Joan Craw- 
ford favorite at house. 

. Paramount (Publix) “The Mighty” 
(Par) (3,595; 25-75). All sound 
policy means $28,300 excellent pace. 

R-K-O—“Song of Love” (Col) 
(2,950; 30-65). Having resumed 
vaude and with vaude headliner, 
Belle Baker, as star on screen, $15,- 
00@. Okay but not scintillating. 

United Artists (Pub-UA) “Three 
Live Ghosts” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(ist week). Light matinees trans- 
lated into week’s total of $16,000, 
averagely good. 

Warners Downtown (WB) “Tiger 
Rose” (WB) (1,800; 50-75) (ist 
week). Oné of scheduled two weeks 
enough when take was confined to 
$16,000; Eddie Buzzell’s “Little 
Johnny Jones” shoved in ahead of 
time, current. ° 

Warners Hollywood (WB) “So 
Long Letty” (WB) (2,756; 25-75) 
(ist, final week). Single week got 
$18,000; “General Crack” current. 


DENVER’S HIGH, $17,600 


At Publix, Denver—Rest of Down- 
town Houses Show Xmas Effect 











Denver, Dec. 17. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Weather: Fair 
“Gold Diggers” held up very well 
fin 2d and last week at America, 
after three weeks at his Aladdin. 
Balance about average. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Aladdin (indie) (1,500; 35-50-75) 
—‘“‘Four Devils” (Fox); $6,300. 
America (Indie) (1,500; 20-35-50) 
“Gold Diggers’ (WB); 2d, final 
week; $4,800. 
Denham (Indie stock) (1,800; 25- 


$1)—“Baby Cyclone,” stage. Down. 
$3.700. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40- 
65)—“Glorifying American’ Girl’ 


(Par). About average. 317.660. 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-40-50) 


—‘Sheriock Hoimes” (Par). Noth- 
ing extra. $4,400. 
Tabor (Indie) (2,200: 25-40-60- 


75)—“Broadway” (U). 
as expected; $8,000. 


Not as good 


BOSTON’S 4-WEEK RUN 


Keith’s Playing “Sunny Side Up” as 
Holdover Picture 








Boston, Dec. 16. 

Pictures did well in Boston last 
week. Keith-Memorial showing 
“Sunny Side Up” for two weeks and 
will hold the picture for two more, 

Keith-Albee, aided by the adver- 
tising of Publix’ Metropolitan that 
Belle Baker was there in person, 
ran total up to $22,000 last week 
with “Song of Love.” 

Estimates for Last Week 


Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)— 
“Most Immoral Lady” (FN). $30,- 
400. 


Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60)— 
“Sunny Side Up” (Fox). $36,000. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60)—“Song 
of Love” (Col.). $20,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 20-40-50)— 
“13th Chair.” $19,100. 


en.” At $8,000 in small4seater 
neighborhood, “Rita’ something of 
a modern miracle. Harris about 
$5,000 with “Woman to Woman” (T- 
8S). Enright only so-so with “Red 
Hot Rhythm” (Pathe). Maybe $15,- 
000, but only maybe. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75) —“Romance Rio Grande” 
(Fox). Nothing to brag of at $29,- 
000. Long show didn't help. 
Grand (Warners) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Glorifying American Girl” (Par) 
panned severely by reviewers, but 
the combination of Cantor-Morgan- 


Vallee-Eaton played up to fare- 
you-well in billing, counteracted 
somewhat. Fair $16,000. Another 


week and then a five-day filler until 
“Show of Shows” opens Xmas. 

Stanley (Warners) (3,600; 25-35- 
60)—“Half Way to Heaven” (Par) 
and nothing but Buddy Rogers to ac- 
count, even for average $23,000, un- 
less it is Dick Powell on stage. 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
“Song of Kentucky” (Fox). Dropped 
couple of grand to $12,000, still con- 
sidered satisfactory for this stand. 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 
60)—“Red Hot Rhythm” (Pathe) 
and off to $15,000. Title meant more 
than picture. 

Harris (1,400; 10-20-30-40) — 
“Woman to Woman” (Tif). Maybe 
$5,000, indicating here’s one house 
they go to without shopping. Only 
site in town playing vaude. 

Sheridan Sq.—‘Rio Rita” (Radio) 
talk of town. Supposed to come out 
this week, stays for 4th week to es- 
tablish record in East Liberty. At 
$8,000, everybody happy. Good ex- 
ploitation helping. 


‘SUNNY SIDE UP’ $15,700: 
NO ALIBIS NEEDED 


Seattle; Dec. 17. 
(Draw Pop, 525,000) 
Weather: Snow and rain 


First winter weather did no harm, 
although the earlier dense fogs did. 
Usual lull just before Christmas. 
One house did not feel it, Fox, where 
Vie Meyers and his peppy band, 
winners of all-western radio band 
honors and established here, sent 
box-office figures toward a house 
record, Manager Lou Golden booked 
a live attraction and also had “Sun- 
ny Side Up” as a real draw picture. 

Orpheum back to normal with 
usual show. Seattle theatre badly 








off. Fifth Ave. fair. Coliseum 
slumped. Two Hamrick houses 
fairly. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Glorifying American Girl” (Par). 
Fair at $12,000. 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500: 25-60)— 
“Romance of Rio Grande” (Fox). 


Oke. Fanchon-Marco unit, “Accor- 
dion Idea” stage. Before-Christmas 
slack. $14,500. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—‘“Sunny 
Side Up” (Fox). Good draw. Open- 
ing Vic Meyers’ band, another. 
Pages in newspapers, billboards and 
everything. Biz great, spite off- 
season period. $15,700. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75)—“Shanghai Lady” (WB). 
$7,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 


50-75)—“The Sap” (WB). ist week. 
Good laughs liked. $8,500, 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50)— 


“Song of Kentucky” (Fox). $2,200. 
Bad. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
Back with vaude. Good week, all 
considered; but $12,000 below nor- 
mal, 

President (Duffy) (1,800; 25-$1.25) 
—‘Her Night Out” (stock). May 
Robson as guest star. $3,700. Fair. 








Before Christmas slump, brewing | 





JOE BROWNING 


Presenting 
“A Timely Sermon” 


Assisted by Joe Browning, Jr. 

This week, Dec. 13, Ohio theatre, 
Columbus, in Charles Nigge-Mey- 
er’s “Marathon Frolics.” 


Direction Abe Lastfogel, Harry 
Lenetska, William Morris Agency. 


R.-K.-O. direction, Morris & Feil. 


$46,000 PHILLY’S 
HIGH SPOT IN 
FLOP WEEK 


“Dance of Life” Does It— 
“Glorifying” Plunges 














Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 


Most of the downtown picture 
houses slipped again last week with 
Christmas in the offing. Mastbaum 
was an outstanding exception, 
bouncing $6,000 with “Dance of 
Life” for $46,000. Nancy Carroll 
was heavily billed, Hal Skelly and 
mention of stage play, “Burlesque,” 
being reduced to a minimum. 
“Burlesque” was one of last sea- 
son’s most notable legit flops here. 
With other houses half empty and 
complaining, the Mastbaum actually 
exceeded recent weekly average. 


Extended run houses reported 
plenty of trouble. “Glorifying the 
American Girl” tumbled disastrous- 
ly from $29,000 in first week to less 
than $14,000 and was yanked sud- 
denly. Planned a month’s stay but 
“Show of Shows,” listed for a 
Christmas opening, was rushed in 
this week. 


Stanley got $15,000 with “Holly- 
wood Revue” which recently was 
at the Aldine. Stanton got $13,000 
on “Mysterious Island,” which will 
probably be a two-week picture. 


Fox Locust reported another 
sharp drop for “Sunnyside Up,” and 
it is now definitely announced that 
this picture will not ride through 
the holidays. “Sky Hawk” now due 
here for Christmas opening. “Sun- 
nyside” under $11,000 last week. 


Erlanger had its worst week 
since opening as a film house at 
a fraction under $12,000 as opposed 
to the $24,000 average it has been 
maintaining for a month and a half. 
Picture was “Jazz Heaven,” which 
lasted just the week. The Fox, al- 
though doing nothing sensational, 
escaped the full effect of the blight 
with “Romance of the Rio Granfe” 
and a good stage show. Biz re- 
ported between $28,000 and $29,000, 
satisfactory. 


Earle, with “The Love Racket,” 
went to $21,000, up about two grand 
over previous week and equalling 
house average. Kariton got $4,500 
with “The Sap,” and the Palace 
had a fine week at $8,000 for “The 
Trespasser,” best this second-run 
drop-in has had in months. 

“General Crack” comes into the 
Aldine Christmas Day; “Sky Hawk” 
to the Locust the same date, and 
“Vagabond Lover” to the Erlanger. 
Stanley gets either “Disraeli,” sec- 
ond downtown showing, or “Nan- 
nette,” and the Stanton has “The 
Sacred Flame.” Mastbaum and Fox 
offerings are “Marriage Playground” 
and “Song of Kentucky,” respec- 
tively. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) — 
“Dance of Life” (Par). Notable 
exception to general slump; $46,000 
very good. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—Holly- 
wood Revue” (M-G) (list week). 
Had first showing at the Aldine; 
just fair here; $15,000, 

Erlanger (1,900; 35-50-75)—‘“Jazz 
Heaven” (Radio). One week only; 
poorest trade house has had to 
cate; under $12,000. “Great Gabbo” 
switched in for two pre-Christmas 
weeks, 

Fox (3,000; 90)—“Romance of Rio 





Grande” (Fox). Picture liked and 


' business; 


Minn, Goes Below Even Xmas Normal, 
But 2 Films H. 0. for Bad Pre-X. Week 





MONTREAL PARTIAL TO 
FRENCH TALK OR TITLES 


Montreal, Dec. 17. 
(Draw. Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Cold 

French subtitles at the Capitol and 
| Marion Davies’ imitation French at 
\the Palace provide a sop for this 
city “whose inhabitants have been 
claiming ‘lately ‘they didn’t get a 
break on the language end in talk- 
ers. Result was a small step-up in 
grosses at both houses. 

“Married in Hollywood” put it all 
over vaude at Loew’s. Imperial had 
the best vaude in town with a so-so 
picture, “The Man and the Moment.” 

“Taming of the Shrew,” at Prin- 
cess, had one of its best weeks for 
some time. Orpheum dragged along 
fairly well with “Isle of Lost Ships.” 
Neighborhoods fair. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“Marianne” (M-G-M). French at- 
mosphere. attracted fans, otherwise 











picture might have sunk. $17,000, 
average. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
|“Single Standard” (M-G-M). Man- 


| ager Dahn is getting support by in- 
| terpolating French subtitles. Up to 
| $17,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—“Mar- 
ried in Hollywood” (Fox). Best 
show in town with vaude running 


second. $16,000. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-55)— 
“Taming. of Shrew” (UA). Big 


houses and picture will be held for 


2d week. $14,000; very good. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60)— 
“Man and Moment” (FN). Ordi- 


nary picture with vaude attraction. 
House popular. Fell to $9,000. 


Orpheum (CT) (1,200; 40-50)— 
‘Isle of Lost Ships” (FN). Usual 
at $4,500° 


Roxy (Ind) (600; 50)—“The Love 


Trap” (U), silent. Fair picture 
which took overflow. Average at 
$3,000. 





Buffalo Holds to Average; 
Theda Bara Stage Draw 


Buffalo, Dec. 17. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Rainy 

Despite annual seasonal inactiv- 

ity, locals held up well. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 

—‘“Paris” (Par.) “Shanghai Jesters,” 


stage. Good performance failed to 
go above average. $22,000. 
Hip (Publix) (2,400; 40-60)— 


“Most Immoral Lady” (Par.), vaude. 
Theda Bara heading vaude respon- 
sible for most of draw. Held up at 
$21,000. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 40-60)— 
“The Virginian” (24 week). Decided 
drop from week before. $11,800. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50)—“Romance Rio Grande” (Fox). 
Usual week. $11,000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 40-60)— 
“Oh Yeah” (Pathe), “Up in Air 
Idea,” stage. The first of Fanchon 
& Marco units showed up well. 
$12,000. 


Crisp Off Pathe 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Donald Crisp is off the Pathe lot 
after six weeks’ preparation on 
“Smart Set Susan.” Engaged to 
direct this picture he collaborated 
with Howard Estabrook, writing the 
yarn. During the recent upheaval 
at the studio, the two were kept 
on to finish the script. 

Story met with J. P. Kennedy's 
approval, but decision was made to 
put it on the shelf for a while, 








trade satisfactory if not 
tional; $28,000 to $29,000. 
Stanton (1,700; 35-50) —* Mys- 
terious Island’ (M-G) (lst week). 
Praised by critics but not hot on 
around $13,000 and hold- 


sensa- 


ing over. 

Locust (1,800; $1.50)—“Sunnyside 
Up” (Fox) (7th week). A further 
slide and will not be held through 
holidays; under $11,000; “Sky 
Hawk” (Fox) next. 

Earle (2,000; 50-75)—“The Love 


Racket” (FN). Good stage Dill 
helped hold to $21,000; fine under 
circumstances, 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“Glorify- 


ing the American Girl’ (Par) (2d 
week). Nose-dived from $29,000 to 
$14,000 or less; pulled Saturday for 
“Show of Shows” (WB). 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—“The Sap” 
(WB). Fairly good at $4,500; house 
now playing a week of year’s WB 
hit films, each for one day; experi- 
ment. 

Arcadia (600: 35-50) —“Awful 
Truth” (Pathe). Critics gave it fine 
send-off, but trade only so-so; 
around $3,500. 





vr 


(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 
Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 

Bottom almost out here. Show 
houses apparently hit by more than 
a natural pre-Christmas’ slump, 
With satisfactory weather, grosses 
running behind those of the corre. 
sponding time a year ago. This, too, 
despite stronger film attractions. 


“Hollywood Revue” and “The 
Taming of the Shrew” were last 
week’s leaders. Both got fair 
grosses and are held over. Neither 
did as well as importance merited, 
Hold over for week before Xmag 


thought good enough and saves two 
new films for other weeks. 


The one silent film, Greta Garbo's 


“The Kiss,” had tough sledding, 
Buddy Rogers” “Half-Way to 
Heaven” far from hot, but the 


whale of a surrounding show at the 
Minnesota should have offset the 
feature picture’s comparative weak- 
ness and made for a better box- 
office showing than the one chalked 
up. 
. Estimates for Last Week 
Minnesota (Publix) (4,300; 75)— 
“Half-Way to Heaven” (Par) and 
“The Garden of Love,’ Publix unit 
stage show. Picture somewhat dis- 


appointing, proving only fairly 
pleasing and no great draw. Big, 
splendid surrounding program and 
show, as a whole, great entertain- 
ment value and should have drawn 
better. Stage show liked. $18,800. 
Not so good. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 


“Hollywood Revue” (M-G-M), 
Dandy exploitation campaign helped 
this picture to get good opening. 
Rated highly, but not so well liked 
as “Gold Diggers” and some of 


other revue predecessors. $16,900, 
Held over. 

State (Publix) (2,100; 60)—‘“Tam- 
ing of Shrew” (U. A.). Critics and 
customers lauded this. $16,500, 


Held over. 

R. K. O. Orpheum—( RKO) (2,890; 
50)—“The Kiss” (M-G-M). Greta 
Garbo favorite, but this silent pice- 
ture did not cause her admirers to 
enthuse. $9,000. Not good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—‘‘The 
Hottentot” (W. B.). Pleasing comé¢ 


edy. $3,100. : 
Pantages (1,500; 25-50)—“‘Tonight 
at 12” (U). Vaude. Picture and 


show satisfactory. $6,000, fair 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘“Battle 
of Paris” (Par). Weak sister. $1,- 
500. Not good. 

Grand (Publix) (1,000; 35)—“Cock 
Eyed World” (Fox). 2d loop run. 
$3,000. Splendid. 

Shubert (dramatic stock) (35-$1) 
—‘She Got What She Wanted.” 
$4,000. Below average. 


MIDLAND, K. C., $19,500; 
ROYAL'S ‘HAPPY,’ $3,300 


Kansas City, Dec. 17. 

Amusement managers are glad 
that these, days before Christmas 
will soon be over. While the down- 
town district is beautifully deco- 
rated and elaborately lighted and 
thronged nightly by thousands, few 
stop at the ticket windows. The 
Mainstreet, with its heavily adver- 
tised freak act, Godino Siamese 
Twins and their dancing brides, 
heading the vaude bill, and “Jazz 
Heaven,” picture, proved most con- 
sistent. 

Loew’s Midland, with five acts 
added to pictures, fared much bet- 
ter than the preceding week, when 
a unit style of stage show was of- 
fered. Although the picture was 
not a talker, customers seemed to 
enjoy it as well. 

Greatest disappointment was at 
the Royal, where the Ted Lewis pic- 
ture came near a flop, although the 
press gave it a nice break. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—“The Kiss” (M- 
G-M) (4,000; 25-35-50-60)—No dia- 
log with this picture, advertising 
merely saying “ ‘The Kiss’—with 
sound,” but the Garbo followers 
were satisfied. Stage show of acts. 
Bill was good entertainment in spite 
of the smut by one act. Pretty low 
stuff for a first-class house. Mid- 
land is making a real effort to build 
up its vaude. $19,500. all 

Mainstreet—“Jazz Heaven” (RKO) 
3,200; 25-35-50-60). Snappy picture. 








Godino Siamese Twins topped 
vaude. $18,000. : 
Newman — “Glorifying American 
Girl’ (Par) (1,890; 25-35-50-60)— 
Picture satisfactory, with its sev- 
eral stage stars. $16,000. ‘- 
Pantages — “Her Private Affair 
(Pathe) (2,200; 25-35-50). Vaude. 


Manager Charnisky booking acts in- 
dependently and change for better. 
$10,500. 


Royal—“Is_ Everybody Happy’ 
(840; 25-35-50). Tea Lewis’ first 
picture not so hot. Opening same 
day, the star, appearing in perso” 


with his band, closed at the Ma 
street, the picture got considerable 
publicity and newspaper breaks, but 





nothing seemed to help. $3,500. 
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+ Biway No Different from Main St. 


Anywhere as 


Christmas with the additional 
stringency of that Wall Street alibi 
beat down grosses in most of the 
Broadway picture parlors last week. 
Streets and department stores were 
crowded but with temporary peak 
hour exceptions, few of the theatres 


were. 

Capitol took the largest drop, g0- 
ing down to $48,300 with the Belle 
Baker picture, “Song of Love,” 
while the Roxy shrank to $83,500 
with Lenore Ulric in “South Sea 
Rose.” Neither star is well known 
te film fans as yet. 

Re-arrangement of bookings for 
the shopping slump brought 
changes at the Paramount and 
“Glorifying the 
American Girl” has been due at the 
Paramount for over a month with 
each date set later changed. Roxy 
currently has a Pathe picture, 
“This Thing Called Love.” 

“Cheating” on pre-holiday pro- 
grams is less conspicuous this sea- 
Broadway with a distinct 





son on 
tendency to strengthen shows 
rather than retrench on overhead, 


the traditional policy for December. 


While Publix concentrates its 
violet rays on December, Loew’s is 
preparing a special push to make 
January a banner month, further 
indication of the trend in circuit 
operation toward challenging com- 
monly accepted ideas that certain 
periods must necessarily be “off.” 


Estimates For Last Week 


Astor—“Hollywood Revue” (M- 
G-M) (1,120; $1-$2) (18th, final 
week). Under five figures last 
week; $9,900 and winds up this 
week; date on “Devil May Care” 
moved ahead one day to Sunday 


(22) to avoid conflicting with War- 
ner’s “Sally” premiere. 
Carroll—“Rio Rita” (Radio) (988; 
$1-$2) (11th week). In four figures 
and blowing after this week. “Seven 
Keys to Baldpate” opens Christmas 
night, “Rita” going into Globe on 
grind following Friday. 
‘Capitol—“Song of Love” (Colum- 
bia) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). Big 
sag from previous week; low at 
$48,800; picture expected to find its 
gravy in the vaudfilm houses. 
Capitol’s low record $30,000. 


Central—“Disraeli” (WB) (922; 
$1-$2) (10th week). Proportion- 
ately tops $2 division; money it’s 
able to get at this stage in run in- 
dexes appeal to Gotham’s reserved 
seat public; at $16,300, excellent. 


Cohan—“Hunting Tigers” (Col) 
(1,400; 75-$1.50) (2nd week). Ani- 
mal picture floundered so far but if 
sticking through holidays ought to 
get some school trade. If covering 
rent maybe satisfied. Another of 
those promoted “educational” films 
for special societies. Perhaps oke 
in legit film theatres. Scaled house 
but doesn’t keep in regular film. 


Colony—“Skinner Steps Out” (U) 
(1,900; 35-50-75). Geographical 
location particularly susceptible to 
seasonal depression; $9,300 tells 
sad story. 


Criterion—“Love Parade” (Par) 
(862; $1-$2) (5th week). Strong at 
$16,500 but that represents $4,000 
drop from previous week; another 
expression of what the pre-Christ- 
mas situation is. 


Embassy—Newsreel House (Fox- 
Hearst) (568; 25). Running along 
between $8,000-$9,000 with small 
profit figured. 


Gaiety—“Sky Hawk” (Fox) (808; 
$1-$2) (2nd week. Air picture at- 
tracted some notice on technical 
end through miniature stuff. Half 
week estimated around $7,000. 


Globe—“Vagabond Lover” (Ra- 
dio) (1,065; $1-$2) (4th, final week). 
St five days before assuming new 
grind policy; $6,100; “Dance Hall” 
(Radio) current. 
‘ aramount—“Half Way to 
eaven” (Par) (3,665: 35-65-75-$1). 
No exception here; $66,100, less 
ba warm. 
ialto—“Trespasser” (UA) (2,- 
000; 35-50-65-85) (6th week): $25- 
20 Swanson picture showed 
wealth of box office class on 42nd 
street corner: “The Virginian” 


Rivoli— Taming of Shrew” (UA) 
(2,200; 35-50-65-85) (3rd week). 
Pickford-Fairbanks joint effort runs 
only slightly over hour; show 
badded with many shorts; second 
pa $41,200 after opening to $56- 


5 toxY—“‘South Sea Rose” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50); $83,500 here 
not better than just sneaking by. 
,atrand—“Gold Diggers” (WB) 
(2,900; 35-50-75). Broadway’s only 
outstanding exception to pre-holi- 
bw A slump; technicolor feature just 
nished at $2 pranced in with $43,- 
700 and hold over. 
arners—“General Crack” 
ees $1-$2) (3rd week). First 
ull week; $24,600. Barrymore 
picture didn’t develop beyond aver- 
age of house for new attraction. 


wnt Garden—“Show of Shows” 


(WB) 


2 (1,494; $1-$2) (5th week). 
, ut after this week and “Sally” 
Marilyn Miller) follows. “Show” 


around $24,000, 


Xmas Approaches 


|“PARADE” FRISCO HIT: 
“ANTONIO’S” 2D WEEK 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 

None of the Market street grosses 
outstanding last week, but all 
houses held up profitably. 

Fox, with the 
Roesner and his band, heavily fea- 
tured in conjunction with “Romance 
of Rio Grande,” got a fair break. 








at Warfield slipped several grand 
over preceding seven days, but still 
healthy. 

Three Publix houses—Granada 
with “Glorifying the American Girl,” 
fair; California with 3d week of 
“Taming of Shrew,” pretty light, 
and St. Francis’ 2d week of “The 
Love Parade,” exceptionally big for 
this small house. 

Orpheum brought in “Flight” to a 


profit, and Davies with “Mister An- 

tonio,” 2d week, also did nicely. 
Casino jumped somewhat 

its average, getting about a grand 


above normal with “Shanghai 
Lady.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1) — ‘“Ro- 


mance of Rio Grande” (Fox). Re- 
turn of Walt Roesner featured heav- 
ily and helped b. o. plenty. Above 
recent intakes. $36,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Cock Eyed World” (Fox) out after 
six weeks of unusually big grosses. 
$12,000. 

Granada (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
65-$1)—“Glorifying American Girl” 


(Par). Despite Ziegfeld name, 
opened rather light and hit fair 
stride. $18,800. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90) —“Taming of Shrew” (Par). 


38d week light. Began to slump early 
and drifted away less than kalf of 
preceding week. $9,500. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35-50- 
65-90) — “Love Parade” (Par). 
Femmes certainly do have yen for 
this Chevalier fella. 2d week nearly 
up to preceding, record for this 
small theatre. $18,400. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 50-65)— 


“Flight” (Col.). Opened with great 
ballyhoo and _ response instant. 
$22,000. 


Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
90)—“Gold Diggers” (W. B.). Out 
for this unusual b. o. puller. Kept 
up almost to that of eighth week. 
$8,000. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90)—“Mister Antonio” (Tiff). 
Nice trade in 24 week and profit- 
able. $7,000. 

Casino (A. & H.) (2,400; 40-60)— 
“Shanghai Lady” (U). Opened lit- 
tle better than ordinary week. Total 
better than grand over. usual. 
$11,500. 


BROOKLYN ’WAY OFF 


Home of Bargain Hunters Nearly 
Passed Up All Theatres 


Brooklyn, Dec, 17. 

Folks too busy with Christmas 
shopping. Downtown houses plugged 
along quietly. An uneventful week. 
At the Par, with “Halfway to 
Heaven,” Buddy Rogers, only $48,- 
300. Rudy Vallee on stage. 

Fox had “Nix on Dames” and Will 
Osborne heading vaude. Strand’s 
“Gold Diggers” attracted some at- 
tention. Albee offered “The Painted 
Angel,” not so hot, and good vaude. 
Met had “The Kiss,” Garbo pic, and 
vaude. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Paramount—“Halfway to Heaven” 
(Par) (4,000; 35-50-75). Fair pic, 
with stage show led by Rudy Val- 











lee. Kinda light at $48,300. 
Strand — “Gold Diggers” (FN) 
(2,800; 25-35-50-60-75). Pic came 
with rep and did fairly. Shorts. 
$21,700. 
Fox — “Nix On Dames” (Fox) 


(4,000; 35-40-50-60-75). So-so, and 
Will Osborne crooning on vaude end. 
$25,500. 

Met—“The Kiss” (3.577; 35-40-50- 
75). Dull week. Vaude. $22,800. 

“Albee —“Painted Angel” (FN) 
(3,248; 35-50-60-75). Vaude. Quiet. 
$19,400. 


Swope, R-K-O Director 


Herbert Bayard Swope, brother of 
the president of Westinghouse, has 
been elected to the Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum board of directors. 

Swope is the former managing 
editor of the New York morning 
“World.” 








U Off “Revue” 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Universal follows Fox in banning 
the word “revue” from its pictures. 
Paul Whiteman’s musical will 
now go out as “King of Jazz.” For- 





Imerly was “King of Jazz Revue.” 


above | 


banner gross, and prospects of at| 


Final week of “Cock Eyed World” | 





return of Walt | 





| 


least a three weeks’ run. 
Wagnon’s Embassy bowed out! 
“Gold Diggers” after nine weeks to | 











Another Publicity idea 
MARY AND MARGARET GIBB 


America’s only native born 
“Siamese” Twins 
RKO Western Office. 
E. A. Vinson in Advance. 


An Arthur Klein-Terry Turner 
Attraction, Suite 1405-6, 1560 Broad- 
way. 


Tacoma Suffering 
In Water Famine: 








Town Half Lighted 





Tacoma, Dec. 17. 


(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather: Fog 

Tacoma presents a spectacle of a 
city halfin the dark. Lack of rain 
has interfered with water supply 
for generating electricity. Town is 
on an electrical ration, with much 
of industry on half-time operation. 
Theatres keep but few electric 
signs lighted. This, coupled with 
fog, made many stay home last 
week. 

W. L. Fenny is here as new man- 
ager of R-K-O (the old Pantages) 
succeeding C. D. Miller, who may 
shift to some eastern R-K-O house, 

Following smashing of all house 
records last week at R-K-O-Pan- 
tages, with “Rio Rita,” stage show 
of that title went into Heilig. The 
edge was taken off by the picture 
and the legit did light biz. 

Estimates for Last Week 


R-K-O-Pantages (R-K-O) (1,500; 
25-60) —“Jazz Heaven” (Rad). 
Vaude. $6,000. Fair. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50-75) —“Mr. Antonio” (Tif). $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50) 
“Marianne” (M-G-M). $3,900. Fair. 

Colonial (Fox)—"Married in Hol- 
lywood” (Fox). $1,200. Light. 


NOT SO GOODS PLENTY 
IN WASH.’S BAD BREAKS 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
(White Population, ) 
Weather: Terrible 
Four out of seven rank as a good 
average. That’s happened here in 
face of coming Christmas, snow, 
sleet, cold, rain and about every- 
thing else that could make it tough. 
Those coming through okay were 
the two Loew houses, Palace and 
Columbia, the Fox and Earle. First 
two got real business—others about 

average. 

“Virginian” surprise on its second 
week at $11,000. Greta Garbo at 
the Palace in “The Kiss” other 
Loew attraction to good trade. 

Fox had Belle Baker in Colum- 
bia’s “Song of Love,” while the 
Earle played “Girl From Wool- 
worth’s.” Latter got a start with a 
midnight show and two g days. 

Bordoni’s “Paris” was expected to 
do much more than it did. “Jazz 
Heaven,” second picture for RKO 
Keith's, not so hot. 

“Lucky in Love” very bad at the 
Rialto. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) — “Virginian” 
(Par) (1,232: 35-50). Excellent 2d 
week, $11,000. 

Earle (S-C Warner)—‘“Girl From 
Woolworth’s” ¢(F. N.) 2,244; 35-50). 
House tickled to hold average at 
$13,000. 

Fox (Fox)—“Song of Love” (Col), 
stage show (3,434; 35-50-75). Forced 
things up about grand over previous 
week; not above average at $17,600. 

Met (S C-Warner)—‘“Paris” (F. 
N.) (1,585; 35-50). Not interest ex- 
pected after extensive exploitation; 
$9,900. 








Palace (Loew—“The Kiss” (M- 
G), stage show (2,363; 35-50-60). 
Some unkind remarks on picture; 
22,500. 

Rialto "(U) — “Lucky in Love” 
(Pathe) (1,978; 35-50). Bad at 
$4,500. 

RKO (Keith’s)—“Jazz Heaven’ 
(Radio) (1,870; 35-50). Not sv good 
at $7,400. 


High Seasonal Drops in Loop, With 
Chicago $42,200 and Oriental $31,000 





+ 








Low Gross—Clean Seats 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Record for low grosses held by 
film ‘way out on South 
Main street. | 

Indie exchange man dropped in 
at 8:30 p. m. to collect $30 back 
rentals. Exhib was but 
didn’t have it. 

“How much have you in the 
house now?” asked the exchange 
man, with the idea of making a 
deal for settlement. 

“One dollar six bits,” said the 
exhibitor. 

Just then a couple of small 
boys came up, explained they 
had no money, and were sent in 


| 





nouse 


sorry 





weekly for film service. Hang- 
ing on until he finds a buyer, and 
has to keep running to hold his 
lease. 


BALTO SPLIT BETWEEN 
GOOD AND BAD LAST WK. 


Baltimore, Dec. 17. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Bad 

Trend still downward last week, 
due to an ice’glaze that converted 
the streets into skating rinks plus 
the pre-holiday, but several houses 
turned in freakish grosses. “Rio 
Rita” moved to Keith’s for a con- 
tinued run, and “The Great Gabbo” 
at the way downtown Rivoli. “Gold 
Diggers,” in its eighth and final 
week at the Metropolitan, also 
turned in a good return. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew)—‘“Half Way to 
Heaven” (3,200; 25-60). Not up to 
recent Rogers’ standard. Stage 
show, “Sky Harbor,” okay. Mats 
off. $17,500. 

Stanley (Loew)—“The Kiss” (3,- 














600; 25-60). Garbo draw but audi- 
ences here now § talker-minded. 
This silent disappointed. Below 


average at $16,500. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers)—“Jazz 
Heaven” (1,572; 25-$1). Not strong 
enough to follow “Rio Rita.” Busi- 
ness sensationally large since house 
reopened as talker, nese-dived. $3,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Co.)—“Great Gab- 
bo” (2,100; 25-60). Started well and 
finished well. $7,600; good. 

New (Mechanic) — “Vagabond 
Lover” (1,500; 25-50). Never showed 
a thing at b. o. after Saturday open- 
ing. Vallee no screen riot here. In 
for two weeks and stuck it out. 
Just a week at $5,600. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) — “Rio 
Rita” (2,500 ;25-50). First all- 
sound week for house. “Rio” moved 
from Auditorium and house scale 
cut to 50c. top, crowd getter. Finish 
strong. Best week of season. $17,- 


000. 

Valencia (Loew)—“Cock Eyed 
World” (1,200; 25-50). Ran day- 
and-date with five neighborhood 
houses, and while bettering “Vir- 
ginian” intake, no riot at $3,000. 

Parkway (Loew)—‘“Sweetie” (1,- 
aoe 15-35). Usual good business. 
3,600. 


Providence Feels Xmas 


Providence, Dec. 17. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Cold and Snow 

Sort of a freakish week; big for 
some and small for others. Usual 
pre-Christmas trade alibis. 

"13th Chair” at Loew's State and 
“Glorifying American Girl” at 
Strand were the big noises. “Rio 
Rita” at Victory in 5th week took 
big drop. Feature stays over for 
6th week, however. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3.500; 15-50)—“13th 
Chair” (M-G-M). Good support 
bill held up despite slump; $20,000; 
good break for period. 

Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Glorifying American Girl” (Par). 
Big week; $13,000, way over aver- 





age. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Awful Truth” (Pathe). Big sup- 


port bill; $11,000: around average. 

Victory (R-K-O) (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Rio Rita” (Radio). 5th week and 
stays for 6th. Big drop. Around 
$8,000. Feature runs sixth week 
in competition with same booking 
at Publix theatre in Pawtucket, 





couple miles away. Something 
never done before in this burg on 
first run pictures. 
| Albee (R-K-O) (2.500: 15-50)— 
| “Darkened Doors” and vaude. 
;QOviet: $10,500. 

Fay’s (1609- 15-50) —‘“Shanghai 
Lad (tC) and vaude. $9,000; be- 
jlow average. 


anyhow. | 
“Might as well keep the seats 
dusted,” said Big-Hearted. 
He continues to operate on $25 |! 


| 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
The holiday spirit finally reached 
the picture houses last week and 
grosses did the seasonal dive. Sam- 


;ple was at the Chicago, where 
| Buddy Rogers, who means b. o. in 
| this town, let the ace house slip 12 
grand off the previous week for 
| “Halfway to Heaven.’ 

Three new run pictures in and did 
| fairly well, considering the season. 
| Best appearance made by “Romance 
i;of Rio Grande” at the Roosevelt 


“Three Live Ghosts,” at the United 
Artists, did the poorest and doesn’t 
figure to last at the present pace 
“Disraeli” drew rave notices, and 
fair trade at the McVicker’s. 

The Woods came back a grand for 
the last week of “Rio Rita.” Picture 
lived up to expectation and con- 
sistent profit on its eight-week run. 
Marks the first time a picture has 
stuck that long on a grind policy. 
Sate-Lake dropped off with a no- 
iraw lineup, but house never misses 
making money, having a steady pat- 


ronage, especially in the’ mats 
“Hunting Tigers,” animal road 
show, doing well at the Studebaker. 

At the Monroe “Cocx-Eyed 


| World” proved draw again, by pull- 


ing that house up 2,000 above nor- 
mal. “Forward Pass” at the Or- 
pheum for its second week, dropped 
off naturally, but satisfied. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B & K)—‘“Half- 
way to Heaven” (Par), stage show 
(4,400; 50-85). If it weren't for sea- 
son Rogers woula be disappoint- 
ment here at only $42,200. 


McVicker’s (Publix-B & K)— 
“Disraeli” (WB) (1,855; 50-85). 
Critics did everything, but shove 
folks into theatre. $33,000. 

Monroe (Fox) — “Cock-Eyed 
World” (Fox) (1,120; 50-75). This 


roughhouse flicker still gets ’em. Re- 
turn here after playing all big 
neighborhoods to better biz than 
this house has had for months. 
$6,200. 

Oriental (Publix-B & K)—*Girl 
From Woolworth's” (FN), stage 
show (3,500; 50-85). House has 
beén way off normal for some weeks, 
and can’t pull out of slump. At 
$31,000, over 10 grand off usual fig- 
ure. 

Orpheum (Warner) — “Forward 
Pass” (FN) (799; 50-75). Football- 
er held up nicely in 24 week. $5,500. 
Roosevelt (Publix-B & K)—“Ro- 
mance Rio Grande” (Fox) (1,500: 


50-85). Great notices and excel- 
lent $27,000. 
State-Lake (RKO) — “Tanned 


Legs” (Radio), vaude (2,700; 50-75). 
ee in names, but fair at 26,- 
Studebaker (Insull) — “Hunting 
Tigers” (Indie) (1,298; 60-$1.50). 
Big business for this spot. Dropped 
only $1,000 24 week. Holds over. 
$9,000. 

United Artists (Publix-UA)— 
“Live Ghosts” (UA) (1,700; 50-85). 
Fair notices and fair business. Will 
have to do better. $22,900. 

Woods (RKO)—“Rio Rita” (Ra- 
dio) (1,200; 50-85). Left after eicht 
consistently profitable weeks. Op- 
—— on ~ gers grind in loop 
rom 9 a. m. to 1 a. m. U an 

$15,000. —" 


2 NEGRO FILMS DO 
WELL IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Dee, 17. 
No great strength on week's quota 
of film showings. “Hallelujah” at 
the United Artists did okay at $11,- 
000, but was pulled after one week. 
Next day was “Gow,” another ne- 
fe film of the South Seas, doing 








Mostly program pictures at other 
houses. Show row went into mild 
pre-Christmas slump with big films 
being held for holiday week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60) 
“The Kiss” (M-G-M). Registered 
well. F. & M.'s “Art in Taps” idea, 
okay. $13,500. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60) “Hallelujah” (M-G-M). 
Fair business. $11,000. 

Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25- 
50) “Hollywood Revue” brought 
oo for run off and did fairly. $4,- 
00. 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60) 
“Half Way to Heaven,” program 
film. Only fair. $5,800. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50) 
“Darkened Rooms.” Fair program- 
mer. $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50) “Shanghai Lady.” Okay. $6,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 25- 





50) “Mississippi Gambler.” Did 
well. $3,800. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-69) 
“Painted Angel.” Vaude. $9,900. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25 
35) “Eternal Love.” Shorts. Fair. 
$6,000. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1.25) 
Duffy stock in ‘The Country 
‘Cousin.” Usual. $3,700. 
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PEACE ON EARTH... GOOD WILL 
TO SHOWMEN EVERYWHERE . .. 


The miracle success of Radio Pictures is a stupendous human drama that 
began a year ago around a conference table in New York and rises to 
a stunning climax today on talking screens from Hollywood to Zanzibar! 


Larges 


As the year fades out, Radio Pictures, grateful for the support of showmen 


of the world, comes through with five of the greatest attractions of all 
time... “HIT THE DECK” with Jack Oakie and 1,000 others; BEBE 


DANIELS in “LOVE COMES ALONG;” RICHARD DIX in Geo. M. 

Cohan’s “SEVEN KEYS TO BALDPATE;” Herbert Brenon’s “CASE 

OF SERGEANT GRISCHA” with Chester Morris and Betty Compson and 

“THE RADIO RAMBLERS” with Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey, 
sensational comedians of “RIO RITA.” 
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THE TITAN BELLS RING OUT 
THEIR SONG OF TRIUMPH .. - 
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PATHE FIRE 


(Continued from page §) 
foot of film had been burned. The 
film phase is one that has been em. 
phasized by the city, claiming it ig 
the regulation that 5,000 feet at g 
time may be on hand in a studio 
or sprinkler installation with more, 
Fire device companies and their 
alleged trick advice have also come 
in for a severe once-over during 
the last few days of the query. 
While Flinn spent a _ sleepless 
week personally attending to the 
funerals of the Manhattan vic tims, 
Monte Brice, at Paramount’s studio, 
was led into a talking mood by @ 
Hearst reporter. As the result of 
Brice’s remarks, since considereg 
emanating innocently and without 
forethought, Brice is expected to 
be called by the city as witness on 
fire conditions in the studio. 
Brice, obviously unnewspapers 
wise, was hauled on the Hays car. 
pet the .day the Hearst_ paperg 
broke “another scoop.” The Para. 
mount director admitted talking but 
without intent for quotations. The 
Hays office considers Brice has 
meted upon himself the worst pun- 
Ishment inflictable, 
3rice told “Variety” he had been 
in the Manhattan plant only once; 
that the reporter had engaged him 
in discussing an actress known by 
both and that the comment on the 
fire was negligible and based prin- 
cipally on newspaper accounts, 
rather than actual observation. 
Casualties 
Killed in the fire were: 
Joseph Bishoff, nmiake-up man, 20 
West 120th street, trapped on stair- 
way when returning to attempt rese- 
cue work, 
Edna Burford, 20, chorus gir], 206 
West 99th street, from smoke suf- 
focation when caught in stampede 
of trapped victims. Died in Hare 
lem Hospital. 
Norine Byrne, 24, chorus gir), 
39th street, Brooklyn. 
Charles Koerble, electrician, 141 
Haesly lane, Leonia, N. J. 
Carl Kramer, electrician, 1631 
Grand avenue, Bronx, operator of 
the arc light believed to have caused 
the fire. 
Robert Nussman, 
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electrician, 617 
suffo- 
cated in attempt to fight flames. 
Catherine Porter, 21, chorus girl, 
50 West 68th street. 

Jack Quinn, property man, 56 
Dean ‘Street, Brooklyn, suffocated in 
attempt to fight flames. 

Jola Sparks, 16, chorus girl, 1520 
Sheridan avenue, Bronx. 

Ernest Wilson, bookkeeper, Ame 
sterdam avenue and 113th street, 
trapped on second floor. 

Chorus girls were engaged for @ 
talking short, making under the 
direction of Harry Delmar. 

Injured 
Benjamin Bernard, 29, 564 East 
166th street, Bronx, abrasions of 
the left leg. 
‘Anna Blier, 40, 1078 Longfellow 
avenue, Bronx, abrasions of the left 
arm. 
Albert Calosano, 26, 3222 Cam- 
bridge avenue, Bronx, facial burns. 
Daniel Carey, 39, 420 West 128th 
street, burns of face and hands. 
Carl Edouarde, musical director, 
Hotel Belleclaire, broken left ankle. 
Edward Elkins, 32, orchestra 
leader, 470 West End avenue, abra- 
sions of the left leg. 

Thomas Fleming, 32, 105 West 
88th street, sprained left ankle. 

Allen Hamilton, 38, 3564 81st 
street, Jackson Heights, Queens, 
abrasions of left leg and burns of 
both ears. 

Thomas Holley, 19, 47 West 534 
street, abrasions of left leg. 

Samuel Klein, 59, 645 West 116th 
street, lacerations of left hand. 

William Mullarkey, 45, 795 St 
Nicholas avenue, burns of face and 
hands. 

Morris Roche, 36, 104 East 124th 
street, burns of face and hands. — 

Rose Roe, 40, 963 S. Eleventh 
street, Mt. Vernon, abrasions of left 
leg. 

Albert Savarese, 28, 1700 3d ave- 
nue, lacerations of left hand. 

William Slazman, 26, 643 Rock< 
away parkway, Brooklyn, burns 0m 
both ears. 

Richard Stradling, 32, electrician, 
472 Hawthorne avenue, Yonkers, 
burns on face and hands. 

Daniel Vancura, 39, 400 West 
129th street, burns on arms and 
forehead. 

Stanley Vinal, 40, electrician, 249 
West 49th street, burns on hea 
and hands. 

Besides the personal attention to 
the financial side of the stricken 
families and funerals which C. 
Scollard, Pathe treasurer, attended 
to, benefits for the relatives of the 
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mparative Grosses for Novemper ae ST ee 
IN- “Great “Rio Rita” “Rio Rita” “Tanned 
Tables of grosses during November for towns and houses as listed. eraacr Gabbo” $32,000 . 
High and low gross records for the theatre are given, with the title of the $14,200 (ist week) $22,000 Lege” 
picture, week played and gross for that week. High. .$32,000| (ist week) (Record) 2.000 
When theatre plays stage show, that is indicated. Low... 8,000) Stage Show __(24 week) $22, 7 
LOEW’S “So This Is |“Four Devils” “Taming of “Marianne 
NEW YORK High. -$35000| 912.300 13,000 | "sa4o00" $16,000 
igh.. 13,200 ’ , 
Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 Low... 10,000 aia =? | : nt =Darie 
CAPITOL “So This | “Th aT) “Th oy ‘“ ” PAN- “Great ords an ‘Hurricane’ ar 
Colleen s e Kiss ‘eae Untamed TAGES Divide” Music” Streets” 
High. $98,200} $71,400 $83,000 (2d week) $73,600  |High..$31,800/ $15,800 $8,900 522,000 
Low... 30, Stage Show Low. 5,000 Vaude ES 
vraiges ~ #Love “Saturday “Saturday “Applause” NEWMAN ‘oe “Virginian” “Mighty” “Broadway” 
MOUNT Doctor” Night Kid” Night Kid” oimes 
High. .$88,500} $70,500 $84,100 370,900 $67,500 wen. -$33,000} — $13,000 $26,300 $16,000 $13,000 
Low... 49,100; Stage Show (2a week) Low... 8,000! Stage Show s = 
ROXY “Romance of “Seven “Nix on “River” 
; Rio Grande” Faces” Dames” BALTIMORE 
High. Owes $108,300 $101,300 $90,300 . $96,200 
ow... Stage Show 
ate TES m7 = = Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 
STRAND Footlights Young = Sacred Forward CENTURY “Untamed” “Mighty” uSweetie” “Footlights 
sstens ane and Fools Nowheres Flame Pass High. $27 $24,000 $20,500 $25,000 and Fools” 
0,2 7, 000 
Pot mete Pap ned stachokc ner years Low... 15,000} Stage Show $17,500 
STANLEY — “Virginian” Mag sn of He i 
CHICAGO ; ange the rew owheres 
High. .$33,500 $18,000 $16,500 $20,000 $14,000 
Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 bow ee ae Mari ’ “Wel Virginian’ 
rr RA; " rr se “ air’ | “Marianne’ elcome _ . 
CHICAGO Sherlock Mighty’ ee ee | ee Tien BItae | «88,800 $3,300 Danger” $2,600 
High. $71,300] $43,000 $52,500 $48,900 $54,450 | Lew---_1,900/__all Sound ee 
Low... 33,000} Stage Show KEITH’S Be th from Peso ae "Seat ‘Rhathn™ 
‘ -~ rr 7 = —— avana” ntonio” aces” m” 
mivioken's mney wood Hollywood Sweetie Sweetie High. .$18,000 $9,500 $11,000 $13,000 $10,000 
$30,000 Revue” $37,000 $26,700 Low... 9,000 — All Sound ee —— _—__~ -_——-— 
High. .$53,000 (2d week) 
Low... 13,000 All Sound $23,000 (24 week) SYRACUSE 
* Oh, $12,500 “The River” ee “Song of “Salute” 
igh.. s $4,500 candals”’ Kentucky” $4,300 
Low... 2,700! All Sound $4,300 $4,100 TRANG mee 2 New 8 Now sey. 3 
ORIENTAL | “Broadway” “Young “Isle of Lost “This Is Ball Di ers” Di ana 
High. .$52,000 $32,500 Nowheres” Ships” College” High. - 915,000 $14,000 99 $7°000 
a eed rn Rc 
- ° ° “Gold” oun 
High t3e00| Dégsere” | Diggers” | Diggers” | Digsers” |" “STATE” | “Marianne” |~“The Kise” |” “Untamed” 
Low... 9,000 (1st week) $25,000 $22,200 (4th week) itigh . . Te oee o30.5e0 $19,500 $19,500 
- “ 9 “ ; ; “ ; 
STATE- “Night “Jazz “Love, Live, | “Racketeer” + Sennen Salute ae a Sunny Sree 
LAKE Parade” Heaven” Laugh” Hig “oo $8,00 etyweer: Up 
High. .$35,750| $25,000 $25,000 $29,000 $31,000 Lew. All Sound $9.000 $10.000 
Low... 16,000 Vaude 
UNITED “Trespasser” | “Trespasser” | “Trespasser” | “Trespasser”’ WASHINGTON 
ake eae $38,500 $18,500 
igh.. . (ist week) 27,400 22,300 (4th week) 

Low..._11,000)_all Sound : COLUMBIA Whe eels err . of Fiasnine al Wisk a 
ORPHEUM Bagh ork ba in ig in “Forward High..919 That Up?” “ Shrew” the Shrew” ERS 
. be igh.. ,000 11,060 15,000 $11,000 $14,000 

High. .$16,900 $7,900 $7,900 $7,300 Pass” oe : ik ase | 
Low... 4,800 (2d week) tik week) (8 week) en Low... 5,500 “= ee (ist week) (2a week) 
me = : EARLE Mae a omy “Love “Forward “Evidence” 
an ools’ Doctor” ass” 
LOS ANGELES High. .$24,000 $13,700 $11,800 12,000 $10,000 
; Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 pew eae oe = Si = : — 
EGYPTIAN |" “Glorious |" “Saturday” | “13th Chair” | “Virginian” ae ee eee ee 
ig t’ ight Kid’ High 9 9 
gh. .$41,500 $20,900 $38,000 $32,450 $16,500 
Hh part} 8 ge ie since $13,200 Low... 14,500 | Stage Show (2d week) 
oe Moo : ~ - —— METRO- “Disraeli” “Disraeli” “Welcome “Welcome 
STATE | suit Seow | Farite | Seuem” | gooeon [Blah #MO| caweem | aitweriy | Satie | ante 
Hels af hey 4 Stage Show $23,000 $29,000 $29,000 Low.. 000 All Sound . (ist week) (2a week) 
a oes = = ot nee “Untamed” “Sweetie” “Marianne” “Mighty” 
pares My per sh oy Boncome pclcome High. .$26,000 $24,000 $21,800 $24,000 $22,000 
High. .$57,800| (3d week) $41,000 $37,500 $27,000 Low..._11.800 ' Staze_Show 
Low... 15,600/ Ail sound (1st week) (34 week) 
UNITED “Trespasser” | “Trespasser” | “Trespasser” | “Trespasser” MINNEAPOLIS 
ARTISTS $27,500 , $12,200 
High. .$38,700 | (2d week) $20,800 $18,200 (5th week) Nov. 2 Nov. $8 Nov. 16 - Nov. 23 
Low... 6,180) Stage Show MINNE- “Mighty” “Forward “Broadway” “Untamed” 
WARNERS | “Everybody “Footlights “Footlights “Evidence” SOTA $30,400 Pass” 
High. .$38,800 nerey a il ome eee sane igh. OS. Stage Show $23,400 $25,500 $26,000 
, ’ , ow vee | ,600 
Low... 16,000; (2d week) (ist week) (2a week) STATE Tres ” rr) ; . 
passer Sherlock “So This Is “Footlight 
All Sound (Low) High. .$28,000 $17,100 Holmes” College” and Fools” 
SAN FRANCISCO Low... 4,500 All Sound $11,700 $11,000 $7,000 
ae ee ea ah aac Br Rita” “Marianne” 
Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 . : ship 14,000 
WARFIELD | “Cock-Eyed | “Gock-Eyed | “Gock-Eyed |“Cock-Eyed |; un--P200 |  Vaude. | (ist week) | (2d week) sane 
High. .$48,000 — World” World” World” —— 
igh.. . 40,000 $16,000 
Low... 10,900| (2d week) $24,000 $20,000 (5th week) PROVIDENCE 
Stage Show 
GRANADA “Welcome “Welcome “Three Live “Footlights Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 
High. .$36,000 erten ae Ghosts” and Fools” STATE ae of “The Kiss” “Untamed” | “Hallelujah” 
Low... 6,200| (ist week) | (2d week) $20,000 $14,000 High. .$29,000| — $25,000. $19,000 
’ ’ <a t A 25,000 ; 
SALI see a Low... 14,000| All Sound $ $18,000 
eo ‘Mi “OM: ” sa “ ; Py 
FORNIA sat oot Mighty eee S ee STRAND wairl from || Welcome “Battle of =| “Most Im- 
Wiehe hat t All Sound $18,000 a $25,700 ¥ $18,900 High. .$14,900 °311,000 ; $13, 300 $10,500 mee we 
ow... st wee (24 week) 8,000 3 7 , ‘ 
ST. “Virginian” “Virginian” “Welcome “Love on mie ae “Dj i rr) ot 
oo Ms i rea ississippi 
FRANCIS $8,500 $6,500 Danger Parade ee ae tee oe eee | ener 
High. .$23,300| (ist 'week) | (2d week) $7,000 (£25.300 | High. .$15,200 | $11,000 $13,000 a 
ow oun eco Low... 6,200 , 11.20 “ 
EMBASSY “Gold “Gold “Gold “Gold All Sound se Feder e te oe 
; Diggers” Diggers” Diggers” Diggers” $10,800 
i oy hae : ge $10,000 $8,250 $10,000 
ow... (5th wee 10, 25 (8th week) 
All Sound PORTLAND, ORE. 
SEATTLE Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 
PORTLAND “Footlights- “Mighty” “ is’ 
Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 Stage Show “Fools” . = ra 
SEATTLE “Welcome “Mighty” “Paris” “Taming of | High. .$25,300 $6,000 $10,000 $7,100 
Hioh. $26,000 Danger” the Shrew” Low... 6,000 (New Low) 
ig $23,000 $14,000 $12,000 $16,500 R-K-O “Rio Rita” “Rio Rita” a“ ’ 
Low... 9,000) Stage Show ; All Sound $22,500 pie ge om veaw 
MUSIC BOX ag ee “Disraeli” “Disraeli” “Disraeli” item «Oe Gs pres ng ioe $10,500 
appy” Ow... . ecor¢ 2d week) 
High. se $7,000 $11,500 $9,500 $7,700 ORIENTAL “Paris “Hottentot” | “Evangeline” 
Low... 4,000 be een) eg = tien oe Vaude rreg $5,500 £6,000 
n wee ow... 4,500 ’ 
FIFTH AVE. | “13th Chair” “So This Is | “Christina” “Kiss” MUSIC BOX “Disraeli” “Evidence” “Sap” 
High. .$26; $14,000 College” $13,500 $15,100 High. .$20,000| All Sound $7,000 $7,000 $8,500 
Low... 11,000} Stace Show $13,500 Low... 4,000 (2a week) ; 
BLUE “Woman to “Flight” “Flight” “So Long, UNITED “Taming of “Taming of “Marianne” 
MOUSE Woman” $9,000 $7,900 Letty” ARTISTS All Sound hrew” Shrew” 
High. .$1 $6,800 (ist week) (2d week) $9,200 High. .$22,000 $11,000 $8,000 $9,000 
as All Sound Low... 4,000 (ist week) 2a week) 
ORPHEUM “Night “Night “Rio Rita” “Rio Rita” | BROADWAY “Glorious “Dynamite” “This Is 
Parade” Parade” High. ha Stage Show Night” College” 
High... $15,300 13,600 $29,500 $16,800 Low... 9.000 {__$12.000 _ _ $14,000 $12.000 
Low... 6,500} (ist week) (24 week) — 
Vaude (Record) (2d week) | (Continuea on page 45) 


fire victims were given at the 
Palace (Saturday midnite) and Im- 
'perial (Sunday). 
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TWO MIGHTY EVENTS 


COMMANDER BYRDS 
FLIGHT TO.THE — 


SOUTH POLE 
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TIFFANY’S ALL TALKING mate 


featuring 
“| CONWAY TEARLE-VIRCINIA VALLI- RICARDO CORTEZ 


HERE’S A BIG OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERY SHOWMAN 
, The World is Applauding Byrd. 

The World is Waiting to See “The Lost Zeppelin,” : 

Because it is a romance dealing with the Antarctic Regions. : 


It Has Everything to Drag in Tremendous Crowds— 
To Hold Crowds and Send Them Away Talking! 


B REAKING BOX ‘OFFICE RECORDS'E 

CARRILLO 
WITH MI ER 

| JOE.E.BROWN ANTONIO 


| HELEN FOSTER q 
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| BARTON HEPBURN 








BETTY COMPSON 


GEORGE BARRAUD 
__& JULIETTE COMPTON 





























TIFFANY PRODUCTIONS INC. 


729° SENENTH AVE. NEW YORK CITY. 
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If Your Theatre Could T 
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That's the advice you would get because those four walls hear 
what your patrons want. 


UNITED ARTISTS PICTURES 


By Public Demand—Are The Most Popular Made 








MARY “Roland RONALD “THREE GLORIA RONALD 
PICKFORD’S West's COLMAN’S _siLIVE SWANSON’S COLMAN’S 
“Coquette” “ALIBI” “Bulldog GHOSTS” “The “Condemned!” 
aren M Schenck Drymmond” Jooeph | M. Schenck Trespasser” en be staan 
Samvel Goldwyn Joseph P. Kennedy presents 
presents presents 
NORMA “THE Herbert oFANNIE HARRY Henry King’s 
TALMADGE’S LOCKED _Brenon’s BRICE RICHMAN “HELL 
“New York DOOR” “LUMMOX” “Be “Puttin’ On HARBOR” 
Nights” Jovoph M. Schenck pag a. Yourself!” oy Jean Hershott 
Joseph M. Schenck Fusmaurice presented by inspiration Pictures 
presents Joseph M. Schenck Joseph Schenck presents presents 





on DOLORES MAKE THESE PICTURES 
“The “TheBed One” | THE BACKBONE SERVICE 





cymsaraca LOWE OF YOUR PROGRAMS 


ee M. Schenck Joseph M. Schenc& rh e coun try’s wi ‘ showmen do 
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Allied Demands for Indies 
May Indefnitely Postpone 





What was intended for a tea table 
conference to get the indies under 
one national organization roof and 
satisfy with the single move all ar- 
bitration contractural and jurispru- 
dence disputes, has developed many 
set-backs, surprises and counter-at- 
tacks, that may drag on as long as 
the League of Nations if the pro- 
ducers have the patience. 

So quick did Allied States, the 
Abram Myers group, take up the 
national idea that the producer 
body, quietly fostering the scheme 
for months and figtred last week 
would witness the successful climax, 
has temporarily dropped it. The ex- 
planation is that such a corralling 
would be untimely now; other pro- 
ducer spokesmen, more blunt, de- 


clare that indie agitators proved at| 


the Union League Club they needed 
more rope before reasonable terms 
could be expected. 

The Meyers proclamation, resume 
of the first session and now being 
secretly exchanged among the re- 
spective delegations for their pri- 
vate perusal, flat-foots for a na- 
tional body maintained at a guar- 
anteed yearly minimum of $100,000 
in which no producer-owned theatre 
or interest can hold office, and, in 
many instances, not vote. It pro- 
vides for the retaining of an out- 
sider as the head of this combined 
body and defines affiliated theatre 
dues as the same paid in by any 
indie owner. 

Need for a new contract embody- 
ing sound was conceded by the pro- 
ducers. Changes in arbitration are 
also understood to be set for con- 
sideration. 

One material step accomplished at 
the sessions last week was the ob- 
taining from the various independ- 
ent and dependent groups the data 
which Federal Judge Thacher has 
requested from the industry before 
handing down his final decree. 
When Judge Thacher returns from 
abroad in January the reports of the 
three organizations represented, 
producers, Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America and Allied 
States can be presented him in their 
present typewritten form. 


Admission 


Of the three resumes which are to 
be digested and be ready for general 
rehash at the next session, set for 
late in January or at call of the 
chairman, Sidney Kent, the Allied 
manifesto, unsigned by Abram 
Myers but bearing the signatures of 
all his lieutenants and dated from 
the Washington, D. C., headquar- 
ters, is the longest. It would in- 
clude nearly 30 pages of ordinary 
typewriting. 

Producer interests, while includ- 
ing it in their declaration that “the 
first session was the most construc- 
tive in the history of the industry,” 
decry its demands but admit that 
without the support of the af- 
fliated theatres, Allied and _ the 
MPTOA would be unable to sur- 
vive on the pittances derived from 
the simon pures. 

Probably the most significant de- 
velopment politically at the Union 
League Club was that for the first 
time affliated theatres were repre- 
sented as an organization. Appear- 
ing for them at the different ses- 
sions in this first episode toward 
unionism for one and all were: 
Spyros Skouras, Abe Warner, E. 
Shiller, Sam Dembow and Joe 
Plunkett. These, besides Sidney 
Kent as chairman who has Felix 
Feist piach hitting while he is 
abroad. 

In offering its idea of a proper 
national indie exhibitors organiza- 
tion the Allied memo, recounts: 
“We can see no objection to a 
Single independent national organ- 
ization provided the same is or- 
ganized along approved lines and 
further provided that supreme ex- 
ecutive authority in said organiza- 
tion is vested in a man outside the 
motion picture industry. 

“Experience teaches us that the 
head of an exhibitor organization to 
command confidence, should have 
no personal interests that can be 
affected adversely or otherwise by 
reason of his efforts in behalf of 
exhibitors. 

“We believe that Allied States 
Association is constituted in a way 
that will give fair representation 
to every unit that is desirous of af- 
fliating with it, and that any na- 


Any National Organization 








tional organization to be successful 
must be patterned after our plan. 

“We believe that the national or- 
ganization should have a board of 
directors consisting of one man for 
each and every state or regional 
organization, that man to be elected 
by that particular state or region. 

“This will eliminate all politics 
from that national body, at least. 
We realize that a board of directors 
of this size will be unwiedly, cum- 
bersome and expensive if they are 
called into conference whenever 
problems arise. We, therefore, sug- 
gest that the board of directors 
have the authority to elect from its 
own number an executive commit- 
tee of 10, along with the president 
or other executive head, who shall 
have a vote—they to be the govern- 
ing body of the national organiza- 
tion. 

“These 10 men as well as repre- 
sentatives from the _ individual 
states shall be independent theatre 
owners or the representatives of 
independent theatre .owners. 

“We further believe that this 
executive committee should have 
the right and authority to elect or 
appoint two affiliated exhibitor rep- 
resentatives to sit with the conimit- 
teee, but not to vote.” 


Arbitration 


Regarding arbitration methods 
Allied defines its stand thusly: , 

That a specific agreement to ar- 
bitrate should be included in each 
contract signed and should be filed 
with the respective exhibitor or- 
ganization and Film Board of Trade. 
That the same filing system should 
prevail with a blanket agreement to 
arbitrate. . 

That the princtpal defect in the 
present arbitration system is the 
rule limiting boards to enforce- 
ment to the letter of the standard 
exhibition contract. Common sense, 
plus consideration of the warran- 
ties, representation, and promises 
made as inducement for the exhib 
signature, should also be incor- 
porated before judgment is passed. 

For the board personnel, ar ex- 
hibitor, distributor and outsider, the 
former two naming the latter, 
should prevail. 

Exhibitors should be paid $5 per 
day in addition to traveling ex- 
penses. All exhibitors failing to 
avail themselves of the new sys- 
tem should “be deprived the rights 
of its machinery until purged of 
his recalcitrancy.” 

Theatre expansion and the ne- 
cessity for curbing overseating also 
gets consideration in the Allied 
manifesto. 

It suggests a Film Board com- 
mittee investigating complaints of 
exhibitors or rumors of building in 
such territories. Overseating is 
termed: “A serious menace to the 
stability and weil being of the 
industry—.” 

Regarding the contract, 
prefaces this chapter with: 

“It is strange that an industry 
that has made such efforts to solve 
its peculiar problems and discour- 
aged airing its troubles in court 
has adopted as a contract govern- 
ing the relations between exhibitor 
and distributor an instrument that 
is so verbose and so involved that 
very few laymen understand its 
provisions or are conversant with 
their rights and obligations there- 
under.” 

Allied asks that the form of con- 
tract agreed upon be called a “Mas- 
ter Contract,” but that copies of it 
in simpler English be made for the 
exhibitor so that “he would actual- 
ly have placed in front of him an 
order blank containing a schedule 
of the pictures he was buying, the 
price thereof, run and protection.” 

Producers are urged either to step 
ahead their production schedules 
or allow press sheets and publicity 
adjectives explaining them to be 
made a part of the contract. 

In line with this Allied thought 
is one on excluding poor pictures: 
that the exhibitor should be allowed 
to cut off 10% of his bookings 
without having to pay for same. 

Distributors who force exhibitors 
into overbuying by holding up play- 
dates should be penalized by not 
being allowed to collect 

Distributors should refrain from 
the practice of refusing playdates 
on percentage during certain weeks 
in the year. According to Allied, 
they should be made to sink or 
swim with the exhib. 


Allied 


T.0.C.C. AND MYERS 


Charlie O’Reilly Says Indie Head 
Will Guide Chamber 








While not officially represented in 
the meetings designed to get all in- 
dependent into one organization, the 
Theatre Owners Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York, indirectly af- 
filiated with the Allied States group, 
is understood ready to be guided by 
whatever decision Abram Myers 
makes. 

The chamber, one of the few ex- 
hibitor bodies in the country not 
officially admitting allegiance to 
either Allied or the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America is “in 
better shape than ever,” according 
to Charlie O’Reilly. Charlie still re- 
fuses to give the number of its 
members, former indie exhibs, many 
of whom are selling insurance, 
candy and other commodities but 
understood to be retained in the 
roster. 


F. N. Starting Five New 
Films at Studio This Week 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

First National will put five new 
pictures into production this week. 
They are “Murder on the Second 
Floor,” with Loretta Young and 
Sidney Blackmer; “Bright Lights,” 
with Dorothy Mackaill; “His 
Woman,” with Monte Blue and Lila 
Lee; “Sweet Mamma,” starring 
Alice White, and “Sin Flood,” with 
all star cast. 

This establishes a precedent for 
any one studio to start as many 
productions at one time so close to 
the holidays. 


e a a 
Studio in Chicago 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Chicago’s first commercial talker 
studio has been established at the 
northside, Marsh Laboratories, un- 
der the supervision of Orlando 
Marsh. Studio will shoot shorts, 
yaude acts and in time, features, be- 
sides continuing its regular produc- 


tion of home projectors. 
Albert W. Plummer is director. 


ILLUSION 


(Continued from page 7) 
charge of technical research for the 
Association of Producers, 

Audience Reaction 

To determine the public ideal of 
illusion experiments in audience re- 
action are being conducted. Before 
working on standards of screen il- 
lumination, measurements will be 
collected on illumination in houses 
where projection is liked by the 
public. The ideal degree of screen 
distortion will be found by obtain- 
ing opinions of patrons in various 
theatres and checking with the 
point of elevation of projection ma- 
chines, 




















Coldeway Out 


Hollywood, Dee. 17. 

Anthony Coldeway, for six months 
scenario head at Warners, has left. 
He was recently assigned to pro- 
duction of shorts. 

The company bought his contract, 
which had a short time to pun, last 
week. 





Berger for Chevalier 

Ludwig Berger, Par director, ar- 
rived in New York from the coast 
last week. 

Berger recently completed “The 
Vagabond King.” He will direct 
Maurice Chevalier in the latter’s 
next Par picture, after “The Big 
Pond.” 





Goodart Corp. Judgment 


The Madison Square Garden 
Corp. filed a default judgment for 
$1,379 in the City Court on Satur- 
day, against the Goodart Pictures, 
Inc., and Henry Sonenshine, on a 
note made in November, 1928, to the 
Rickard Sporting Club. 








Victor Fleming at Fox 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Victor Fleming, who left Para- 
mount six months ago after seven 
years of service, is now on the Fox 
lot. 
He will direct “Common 
wtih an all-star cast. 


Clay” 


Hawks for Barthelmess 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Howard Hawks, who recently left 
Fox, is now at First National. He 
will direct an aviation picture with 








Richard Barthelmess starred. 





Natural Color Stills 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Harold Dean Carsey, Radio 
portrait photographer, has a 
patent on a process for taking 
stills in colors. Studio will 
use it on “Radio Kevels” for 
the lobby displays. 

Process is an attachment to 
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RKO-WHITEMAN HOOKUP 
FOR ‘HIT DECK’ OPENING 


Radio Pictures has completed ar- 
rangements for a _ coast-to-coast 
radio hookup with Paul Whiteman 
and his “Old Gold" Hour in connec- 
tion with the opening of “Hit the 
Deck.” Radio mnusical-talker, at the 











go on any camera. 

Four negatives are shot si- | 
multaneously in black, blue, 
red and yellow. Result desired 
is attained after four print- 
ings. 











3 Groups of Directors 
For Picture Club Election | 


Annual election of the Motion 
Picture Club board of directors will 
be held at the Dec. 23 meeting. 

Three sets of nominees have been 
placed on the ticket. Lineup 
sponsored by the nominating com- 
mittee is made up of Dr. A. H. 
Giannini, Joseph Plunkett, Harry 
Reichenbach, Arthur W. Kelly, Lee 
A. Ochs and Marty Schwartz. 

Ticket advanced by L. Geller, J. 
Shapiro, M. Shapiro, S. Stern and 
M. Felder has Al Lichtman, Arthur 
Loew. Arthur Stebbins, Paul 
Gulick, Harry Reichenbach and 
Bruce Gallup. 

Another group is composed of 
Phil Reisman, Dave Chatkin, Sam 
Stern, Louis Geller, Ed Schiller and 





Jack Shapiro, compiled by L. 
Klebanow, E. Golden, J. Perl, A. 
Abeles and S. Sonin. 

Polls will be open from 1 to 2 
p. m. 





“Mad World” Lighter 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

M-G-M has taken “This Mad 
World” off the shelf where it was 
parked two months ago. It will 
give Williara DeMille, original di- 
rector, job of remaking. 

Script has been retreated with 
heavy stuff lightened and dialog 
breezed., 





E. L. Doherty and UV. A. 

Edward L. Doherty, special 
writer on “Liberty,” returned yes- 
terday (Tuesday) from the west 
coast with a tentative contract to 
join United Artists on an exclusive 
arrangement, 

It is reported U. A. is giving Do- 
herty a 12-months’ contract at 
$1,000 weekly. 

Before Doherty can take up his 
U. A. work he must obtain a re- 
lease from “Liberty.” His contract 
has four months or so to go, 





Miss Brent in “Framed” 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Before starting her new three- 
picture contract with Columbia, 
Evelyn Brent will have the lead in 
Radio’s “Framed.” 

Regis Toomey, borrowed from 
Paramount, will play opposite. Yarn 
by Paul Schofield, to be directed by 
George Archainbaud. 





“Safety” for Schertzinger 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Victor Schertzinger will direct 
“Safety in Numbers,” musical, star- 
ring Buddy Rogers, for Paramount. 
Picture will follow Rogers’ current 
film, “Young Eagles.” 

Story is by Percy Heath. George 
Marion, Jr., wrote the lyrics and 
music is by Richard Whiting. 





Beecroft’s First 

Beecroft Productions, new pic- 
ture company, headed by T. Harold 
Forbes, publisher; y Frapvis 
Hunter, tennis player, and Chester 
Beecroft, pictures, has started its 
first talker. 

Forrest Stanley plays the lead 
and Henry E. Dixie is in the cast. 

Carl Edourde will do the record- 
ing and synchronizing. 





Watters With Fox 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

George Mankers Watters has 
joined the Fox scenario staff. He is 
writing story and dialog on “A Very 
Practical Joker” from the Ben Ames 
Williams’ “Satevepost story of 
that name, 

Berthold Viertal will direct. 


Lumas Note Judgment 
A judgment for $1,287 has been 





new R-K-O theatre (formerly Hili- 
street), Los Angeles. 

Opening is scheduled for Tuesday 
night (Christmas eve), Dec. 24, 
which ties in with the regular 
week-day scheduled Tuesday night 
broadcast of Whiteman. 

Although Radio is a part of the 
R-C-A family, it had to depend on 
the Columbia broadcasting system 
and the Whiteman hour, because 
there is no other hour of nation- 
wide importance that it could hook 
up with on the “Hit the Deck” pre- 
miere. As a result, the “Old Gold” 
Hour, going on in Los Angeles at 6 
o'clock, will be heard in New York 
between 9 and 10 p. m. or before 
the regular Tuesday night R-K-O 
Hour hits the air. 

Whiteman has agreed to play the 
songs from “Hit the Deck” and to 
include in his hour Jack Oakie, 
Polly Walker and Margaret Padula, 
who appear in the picture. 





Berger, Cameraman, Says 
Fox Breached Contract 


Harry Berger, former employee 
of Fox Case Corporation, has started 
action to collect $13,350 from it. 

Berger, through his attorney, Ab- 
ner J. Rubien, alleges that on May 
15, 1929, he entered into an agree- 
ment with Fox Case whereby he 
would be employed as staff engineer 
and cameraman for two years, be- 
ginning June 11, 1929. Salary was 
to be $125 weekly until Dec. 11, 1929, 
and from then on until June 11, 1931, 
$150 weekly. 

Sept. 21, last, claims Berger, Fox 
Case breached its contract by dis- 
charging him. 





Warners’ Short at F. N. 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Warners next week move their 
short subject department from Sun- 
set boulevard to the First National 
lot at Burbank. 





At Grid Dinner 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Delegation from Paramount- 
Publix consisting of Adolph Zukor, 
Jesse L. Lasky, Sam Katz and 
Emanuel Cohen, were guests Sat- 
urday night of the Gridiron Club 
at the famed annual dinner durmg 
which the President of these United 
States and other high officials sit 
in and see their pet policies bur- 
lesqued. 

That afternoon the Paramount 
group visited Mr. Hoover at the 
White House and informed him 
everything was okay with the pic- 
ture industry. 


Hiram Brown, president of 
R-K-O, was another Gridiron 
guest. 





Estabrook’s Jobs 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Howard Estabrook, Paramount 
scenarist, seems in demand outside 
of his own studio. Just finishing a 
job at Pathe when he returned, to 
be farmed out to Fox, where he will 
write story and dialog on “Yonder 
Grow the Daisies” from the Wm. 
Lipman novel of that name, 





Byron With Kennedy 
Hollywood, Dee. 17. 

Walter Byron, borrowed from 
Sam Goldwyn by Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy for the lead opposite Gloria 
Swanson in “Queen Kelly.” is now 
under personal long term contract 
to Kennedy. 

His contract was taken over after 
it had expired with Goldwyn sev- 
eral months ago. 





Muni as “Beretti” 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Fox will star Paul Muni -in 
“Louie Beretti,” novel by Donald 
Henderson Clark. 

Picture to be produced by J. K. 
McGuiness with John Ford direct- 
ing. Yarn being adapted by Dudley 
Nichols. 





Cozine on Shorts 
Ray Cozine, for some time as- 
sistant director at Paramount’s 





filed in the New York City Court 


a note of the Lumas Film Corp., of 
} which Samuel Sax is president. 





by the Pusey & Superior Printing | 
House against Lulu Adams Sax, on | 


| Long Island Studio, has been ele- 
vated to the rank of a director of 
short subjects. 

| He will make his first solo effort 
' Dec. 20. 
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" Theatre Stocks ‘Sluggish 





(Continued from page 9) 


stories rather well all things con- 
sidered. Monday when the plan was 
announced (apparently premature- 
ly) the more timid shorts ran to 
cover, putting the stock up to 42% 


from 38. Bulge lasted only half an 
hour when the stock sank back to 
around 38% continuing through 


yesterday not far from that level. 
Loew Sells Off 

Uncertainty in Fox had a more 
notable effect upon Loew than on 
Fox itself. It was down yesterday 
late in the day to 45 and closed in 
new low ground for the movement. 

Warner Bros. remains a mystery. 
It started the day at 41%, not far 
from the previous bottom where 
accumulation was supposed to be 
going on by Wilmington (Del.) in- 
terests. During the _ session it 
moved up to close to 43, but lost 
a good part of the gain. 

RCA and its ally, RKO, made 
probably the best showing in the 
amusement group. Radio Corp.! 
changed hands in enormous volume 
again, getting to a top above 45 
and holding most of its gain from 


42 right to the gong. RKO, about 
which there is more bullish talk 
than any of tlhe more substantial 
shares in the theatre coterie, was 
up to 20% and held above the 20 


level to the last. 

Pathe continued to reflect the 
ill-effect of the studio fire publicity, 
close to 3 for the common and be: 
low 7 for the A stock, compared to 
near 5 and above 8 lately. 


New Year Spectre 

What seems to. be . working 
against prices at this time. is .the 
spectre of a new decline soon after 
Jan. 1... The Street is so unani- 
mously convinced that a broad set- 
back will be in order around the 
middle of January that the pros- 
pect chills any attempt to bring 
about a better market aspect be- 
tween now and Christmas, much as 
Wall Street would like to see such 
a situation. 

Yesterday’s late rally started with 
the appearance of great determina- 
tion. Steel was pushed up = from 
around 169 to 173 in half an hour 
and then slipped back to 171 during 
the final five minutes, net up about 
5. It was strikingly apparent. dur- 
ing the move-up that the other 
groups which usually are prompt to 
follow the leaders’ course were lag- 
gard this time. However, the brief 
rally did something by way of tip- 
pire off the bear element that it 
could not have everything its own 
way, and the course of prices dur- 
ing the next few days may reflect 
some firming up of sentiment, even 
if the bull side does not take the 
aggressive. ? 


Week to Monday Close 

The market picture presented 
Monday was probably the most 
puzzling in a fortnight. There was 
plenty of good news marketwise, 

* but the list slid off sharply at the 
finish after.a day of vacillation. 

Principal among the items of in- 
terest to the theatre shares was the 
announcement that the new inter- 
ests in Fox proposed to form a hold- 
ing company by an exchange of 
Fox stock, the new concern issu- 
ing debentures to holders of. the 
company’s $91,000,000 short term 
notes as a means of permanently 
funding the temporary obligation. 

Marketwise the important detail 
of the declaration was that the 
holding company proposed to con- 
tinue the regular dividend of $4 on 
the outstanding “A” Fox stock, 
probably, would disregard the pro- 
posal sanctioned by the stockhold- 
ers several months ago of increas- 
ing the “A” stock to 4,000,000 
shares, and would continue the 
Loew dividend unchanged. 

One of the several things that 
have been bearing down heavily on 
the listed Fox stock was the un- 
derground rumor that the dividend 
would be either reduced or elim- 
inated following the January dis- 
bursement, already voted. Reassur- 
ance on this score brought a sud- 
‘den wave of covering at the Mon- 
day opening that moved the stock 
up to new high ground near 43, but 
the upturn lasted only half an hour. 
During the rest of the day it was 
under pressure and closed at 38%, 
net off 1% from Saturday’s final. 

Probability is that selling was in- 
fluenced by surrounding weakness 
fn the whole market rather than 
any disposition to find fault with 
the Fox trustees’ new proposal. As 
a matter of fact Fox did about as 
well as the rest of the amusements 
which sold off without exception, in 
a market characterized by extreme 
duliness. Total for the day was 
just over 2,500,000 shares, one of the 
quietest sessions since late October. 
List appars to be merely drifting, 


with unimportant bearish news ex- 
erting more influence than really 
important bullish developments. 
Condition perhaps is natural with 
the great mass of traders loaded 
with stock purchased much higher 
up and taking a naturally gloomy 
view of everything. 
Bold, Bad Bears 

Equally sinister is the unperturb- 
ed front presented by the short 
interest which must be enormous 
in many issues, like Fox for in- 
stance. Even in the face of indi- 
cations that the stock would con- 
tinue to pay $4, or a return of 10% 
at current levels, there was merely a 
momentary retreat by the more cau- 
tious bears. Loew dividend; of which 
also seemed assured by the pro- 
nouncement of the trustees holding 
company plan, sold off moderately 
in sympathy with Fox, despite a 
statement of Loew earnings for the 
autumn quarter of its fiscal year 
indicating $10 a share for the year 
and the fact that it is paying more 
than 7% on Monday’s price of 46. 

Good news being ignored, adverse 
developments such as vague reports 
of reduced retail buying, increasing 
unemployment and gold exports re- 
ceive attention out of all propor- 
tion. It is probable that the early 
Hoover ballyhoo for stabilization 
was overdone. The ticker paid lit- 
tle attention to it at the time, and 
as a result the trading element now 
is fixed in its attitude of cynicism. 
On the basis of. Monday’s dull- 
ness there was every reason to look 
for yesterday’s. moderate better- 
ment, There is a Wall street axiom 
‘never sell a dull market,” and it 
is probable there were few new short 
lines put out. What selling came 
into the market was probably liqui- 
dation of long stock for tax pur- 
poses. 
The Street would like to see a 
market at least steady between now 
and the turn of the year for several 
reasons. A better tone for securi- 
ties would be reflected in Christmas 
retail buying which is highly de- 
sirable and even more important 
they would very much like to have 
the market look well around Jan. 1, 
when something like $1,000,000,000 
of new money in dividends and in- 
terest. payments will be available 
for investment, 
After the first of the year most 
competent observers look for a set- 
back by way of preparation for a 
normal spring market improvement, 
but the backing and filling of ses- 
sions like Menday leave them all at 
sea for the immediate future, even 
if price movements represent little 
more than the operations of pro- 
fessionals, 

Huge Turnovers 

A statistical summary of last 
week to the Saturday close reveals 
little. In the aggregate 15 amuse- 
ment stocks lost a total o7 55 points, 
while 10 amusement stocks gained 
a total of 16. Striking movements 
were the net decline in Fox of 15 
points to 39% at the close, and 20 
points at its extreme low of 34. 
Issue’s turnover for the 5% days 
was more than 500,000 shares, an 
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RUDY KAYE 
with Carrie and Eddie 
Week of Dec. 19, R.-K.-O. Theatre, 
Los Angeles. All the critics say: 
“Rudy Kaye has a marvelous voice, 
a voice that comes straight from 

the soul. 
Direction 
HENRY WIESE, Associated with 
JENIE JACOBS 








unprecedented total among amuse- 
ments, Eastman Kodak, one of the 
blue chips, was also down about 15 
points at 180%. Radio Corp. sold 
1,689,000 shares in the week, stag- 
gering figure. Consolidated Film, 
common, jumped 3 points to 18, 
while thé Pathe bonds, on the Ex- 
change, nose dived 9 points to 46, 
result apparently of injurious pub- 
licity about the New York Pathe 
studio fire. 
Information of the holding com- 
pany plan for Fox was contained 
in a letter from the trustees to the 
holders of the bulk of short term 
notes by which Fox has financed re- 
cent acquisitions of new properties. 
It was made plain that the $91,- 
000,000 represented by the notes was 
not expenditures from capital, but 
had been accumulated in contracts 
calling for the purchase of new as- 
sets. 

Wm. Fox’s Interest 
Fox trustees do not contemplate 
any expenditures from earnings in 
the refinancing operation outlined. 
The proposed holding company 
would acquire a majority of stock 
in the various companies by an ex- 
change of stock, and then issue the 
debentures. Trustees are said to 
have been assured the short-term 
note holders regard the debentures 
as acceptahle method of funding th 
obligations. ' 
A detail that has not been dis- 
closed before in the Fox situation 
is that under the contract by which 
the trustees take over the manage- 
ment William Fox may re-assume 
control of the whole property in five 
years if certain conditions as to its 
financial status are met by that 
time. 
E. W. Niver, of Halsey, Stuart 
and Company, has been named 
treasurer of the Fox Films and 
Theatres Corporations. He _ suc- 





treasurers, respectively. 


Summary for week ending December 13. 
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Kent On Small Exhibs 





(Continued from page 7) 
so when you get a contract you can 
get your pictures played. And the 
third is protecting percentage en- 
gagements.” 

Kent revealed that a concession 
had been obtained from the Allied- 
MPTOA groups that probably will 
be printed in the contract or in the 
new rules of arbitration; that where 
any exhib is caught bicycling or 
cheating on percentage he will be 
outlawed so far as “we are con- 
cerned.” Abram F. Myers. has 
agreed -to allow this clause to go 
into the new ‘contract, it was said. 

Gross Rentals 

About 85% of Paramount’s reve- 
nué is coming from approximately 
2,500 theatres, the other 15% from 
the small indie houses playing sound 
and silents and using?) all sorts of 
equipment, including bootleg. 
“When it comes to causirig trou- 
ble in your industry the ratio is re- 
versed and the 15% make 85% of 
the trouble,” Mr. Kent declared on 
the convention floor, adding “and 
the 85% have very little standing 
when it comes to appealing to the 
sympathy of a legislature or a sen- 
ator or any public body, because if 
anyone like Mr. Schenck, who is a 
big -buyer of our film,..gets on the 
stand and says that Sidney Kent or 
John Clark or George Schaeffer, or 
any of you boys are fine men to deal 
with and ‘they treat me in a very 
human way,’ they say ‘that doesn’t 
mean anything. You are big,. Mr. 
Schenek and you are powerful,’ but 
if a small exhibitor says ‘they treat 
me fine, they recognize my troubles’ 
that one testimonial goes farther, 
than any big witness you can put 
on the stand.” 

Indie Means Something 
Mr. Kent’s remarks were intended 
to offset any feeling among the 
sales force that the small town indie 
aceunts do not mean anything. 
“T have talked to you in times 
gone by and I do not want to re- 
peat it again about pursuing a prop- 
er policy with respect to your small 
accounts,” Mr. Kent said. “You re- 
member, in the last convention, I 
dealt at some length with the disad- 
vantage of the small exhibitor. I did 
not know at that time that the mat- 
ter would come to a head in the way 
that it has or in such a national 
way within the past six or seven 
weeks, but I felt that the drift that, 
the business was taking might bring 
something of that kind to the sur- 
face and it did.” 
Kent went into the Allied and 
MPTOA situation, pointing out that 
there was a definite split among 
indie exhibitors and how he (Kent) 
under pressure went to Columbus a 
few weeks ago to try to stop the 
Ohio exhibitor delegation from 
swinging to Allied. 
“Out of it we more or less threw 
the gauntlet on the table and not 
by a lot of promises or a lot of bull, 
but simply by getting up and giv- 
ing them facts as against bull. They 
recognized the fact that the small 
town man was at a tremendous dis- 
advantage no matter what anybody 
told him. 
“There is no patent medicine that 
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and handling it sympathetically, be. 
cause, as I told you, there is no- 
body going to continue making a 
profit by injuring another, and how 
far it will go will depend upon the 
wisdom with which the situation ig 
handled. But facts are facts, and 
bull is bull and this is the picture 
and the other is just a lot of scen- 
ery. 
The Little Fellow 

“When I am talking about smal) 
towns I am not talking about towns 
of 10,000 or 15,000. I am talking 
about the little fellow whose only 
organization is in himself, who is 
making money out of operating two 
or three small theatres, who has no 
buying power and who is more or 
less at the mercy of the determina- 
tion of the industry, the fellow you 
can sell for $15 or on the basis of 
$10 and make him happy.” 

On the maiter of protection, which 
Mr; Kent said would soon be faced, 
the distribution head had this to say 
to the assembled Par district and 
branch managers: 

“We obviously must be for fair 
protection, but we are not for the 
type of protection that comes out 
of big buyer power because you can 
force it down a man’s throat and 
because you have the power still 
further to sock the litile fellow. I 
say that because our big revenue 
must be protected, but the big the- 
atre chains are greater today and 
their supremacy is greater than ever 
before and every hour that goes by 
puts these little exhibitors in more 
and more difficulties. 

“Every automobile, every mile of 
road that is constructed sucks that 
much business away from the small 
town. The tendency is away from 
the small town, so all that the little 
fellow can get out of this thing is 
a headache and all that he can do 
is make a living. I don’t think it is 
necessary for these theatres to get 
anything more than fair protection 
and when I say fair protection I 
mean fair protection!” 


Adjustments 
Referring to the rental adjust- 


ments made, Kent made it clear 
that the adjustments were not 


meant for towns of 35,000 or 40,- 
000 population. 

“We are talking about the real 
small men,” he said. “We are go- 
ing to try to create a system that 
will function and draft a new con- 
tract that all sides will agree upon 
and I hope that will be acocmplished 
within about the next 60 days. 
There is a lot of work to it and it 
will take that long.” 

There is a possibility that Par will 
make arrangements with very small 
exhibs to buy equipment for them 
and install it, if for good reasons 
the theatre owner cannot afford to 
get the equipment himself. As dis- 
cussed thus far, the plan is to allow 
the exhib to pay Par back in in- 
stallments he can stand. Present 
thought in this direction is to in- 
stall 1,500 or 2,000 small houses, if 
it is found that the plan is a prac- 
tical one. It has not been talked 
over with Western Electric as yet, 
it is understood. 

At the Par semi-annual sales 
meet it came out that 12 pictures 
on the current (1929-30) program 
have been dropped and 11 added. 
Those dropped include “The Lost 
God”; “Youth Has Its Fling’; one 
Jeanne Eagels (through death); 
two Evelyn Brent’s; “Escape,” 


‘|based on the Galsworthy play; one 


William Powell; one Clara Bow; 
one George Bancroft; one Ruth 
Chatterton; one Richard Arlen, and 
one Maurice Chevalier. 


No Silents 


Also, it has been decided by Par- 
amount to eliminate silents next 
season. 

“I don’t know what your experi- 
ence has been, but my feelings,” 
said Mr. Kent, “is that those silent 
versions help to put a fellow out of 
business, rather than keep him in.” 
It was revealed, also, that the fore 
eign department feels the same way 
about it and has gotten that reac- 
tion. 

Contests and prizes have been cut 
out for the spring selling season, 
the district and branch managers 
were advised, except a “prize” to 
Kent in the shape of increased film 
rentals. 

“I don’t want to have any wor- 
rier while Iam gone (abroad) about 
| film rentals falling off,” Kent told 
ithe sales chiefs, “so the nicest 
|Christmas present you can give me 
is to make your next six months as 
good as your last six months’ work. 











Willard Keefer, formerly in the 
; film division of Warner’s publicity 
| department, has been shifted to the 
itheatre end under Reeves Espey. 
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OR LAUGHING OUT Loub! 


The nation’s nutty about listening to Lloyd! From coast 
to coast the records fall for “Welcome Danger.” Mobs 
of merry fans storm Paramount Theatre, Los Angeles, for 
three hilarious weeks and boost grosses sky-high. Biggest 
opening week’s figures ever clicked at long run Century, 
Minneapolis. Typical. We could pack the paper with a 


hundred more! 


OLD LLOYD 


in his first ALL-TALKING comedy 
smash “WELCOME DANGER” 


Produced by HAROLD LLOYD Corporation. A PARAMOUNT Release 
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SO Oe Be Be H 


FIRST NATIONAL PICTURES, Inc. 
Brings to the Living Screen 


MARILYN 


ILLER 


STAR QF STARS IN 


ALLY 


National NEW YORK WILL SEE THE 


ate attay,) 
“sREATEST ENTERTAINMENT EPIC THE WINTER GARDEN 
HAS EVER SHOWN ON STAGE OR SCREEN! 








siravt 











Six Great Stars! Alexander Gray, Joe E. Brown, Thrill-packed with music, spectacle, comedy’ 
Pert Kelton, T. Roy Barnes, Ford Sterling, Jack drama. Studded with scintillating beauties and 
Duffy. Finest Albertina Rasch Ballet! Settings lilting melodies}!  & a ~ - 
Wer, twice the size of any seen before! a - Colossal “Follies” Finale on a moving stage! 


WUT ApKon ALL COLOR! + + JIT TOPS THE TOP IN ENTERTAINMENT! 
A FirST NATIONAL and VITAPHONE PICTURE 


A FIRST NATIONAL MONTH (JANUARY) RELEASE 








“Vitaphone” is the registered trade mark of the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products 
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150. Shooting Galleries On Coast 


Closed—Reasons Why and Talkers 


bg 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Hundred and fifty small grinds 
reported dark in this territory. Fig- 
ure is worst ever, Talkers are 
blamed. 

The neighborhood and the sticks 
with any competish have to go 
sound or close. Small shooting gal- 
jery renting for $50 a month can 
glip by silently. 

Here’s why they shut up: 

1. Lowest standard talker equip- 
ment around $3,000. If the exhib 
goes for bootleg it costs him $1,350, 
and he must be a mechanical genius, 
as he gets no servicing. Best terms 
are one-third down and balance in 
monthly installments. Installments 
more than his house rent. 

2. 10@% jump in film rentals. 

3. More money demanded by the 
union for projectionist—or if it’s a 
grind, two projectionists, 

In many localities a theatre op- 
erator is an old-timer after six 
months. In many cases management 
switches much oftener. 

Among those taking over houses, 
four out of five are novices who 
think picture biz is soft picking. 
The fifth is a vet who knows his 
stuff and isn’t too ambitious. If he 
can preside at the booth and has a 
wife who likes sitting in a window, 
they are set. 


Warners Theatre Profit 
Pleasing to Company 


Warners’ Stanley theatre inter- 
ests in the past two months have 
nearly doubled the profits accrued 
during the entire fiscal year end- 
ing in August last. On the strength 
of the company earnings the War- 
ners has a number of theatre moves 
under way. 

Up to Aug. the Stanley financial 
statement showed a profit of $752,- 
000. It is that figure which is re- 
ported practically doubled since. 

The St. Louis situation is reported 
about the only spot where the War- 
ners is losing money. The Fox, St. 
Louis, is blamed for creating a con- 
dition, reported such that none of 
the big houses in town can make 
money. Warners is now concen- 
trating on the eastern part of the 
country. 


R-K-0 Sews Up Ft. Wayne 


Ft. Wayne, Ind., Dec. 17. 

In a deal involving around $800,- 
000, R-K-O practically takes control 
of the theatre situation in this city 
by leasing the Emboyd, Palace, 
Strand and Jefferson theatres from 
the W. C. Quimby interests. R-K-O 
will occupy the four houses Jan. 1 
under term leases. 

All four are wired and now play- 
ing straight pictures. Policy change 
Probably will be made at the Palace 
with restoration of vaude (Keith's). 

Emboyd is the newest of the 


group. Jefferson formerly local legit 
stand. 














Reward for Murderer 


St. Louis, Dec. 16. 
_ For the apprehension of the mur- 
derer of Joseph Mogler, exhibitor, 
the Film Board of Trade here au- 
thorized an additional $500 to re- 
wards previously posted. 








Kidding Mysteries 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Christie will kid the Van Dine 
murder mysteries with a_ short 
“Who Killed Which?” with Ford 
Sterling playing “Silo Trance.” 


Story is by Florence Ryerson and 
Colin Clements. 





= U’s Conventions 

Universal commenced its sales 
conventions with a Friday and Sat- 
urday session at the Park Central, 
New York. 

Midwestern conference at the 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Date for West Coast at Los An- 
seles has not been set, but is sched- 
uled for later this month. 

Little Picture House of the Film 
Bureau, New York, opens Christ- 
mas week. Seven-story theatre and 
Office building in East 50th street. 





_James P. Cunningham, who re- 
signed from “The Film Daily,” has 
joined “Motion Picture News.” 





= 








No Midget 





Variety's review of “Mickey's 
Big Moment,” Darmour talk- 
ing short, mentioned that the 
“featured kid 


strongly sug- 
gests being a midget.” 
Darmour letter states, “the 


child is but seven-years old.” 











RADIO RAISES 
RELEASES TO 52 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Radio Pictures. will increase its 
release from current season's 31 
features to 52 for next season. At 
least 10 will be musicals with color. 

Radio will make silent versions 
of about half its product, estimating 
around 15,000 unwired houses 
throughout the world. 


Binding ‘Publix Opinion’ 
For Reference by Mgrs. 


Feeling that the various editions 
of “Publix Opinion,” the Publix 
Theatres’ house organ, edited by 
Ben H. Serkowich, include much 
valuable material, information and 
ideas that can be used frequently 
by managers, specially bound vol- 
umes of the organ to date are being 
prepared, including issues since in- 
ception two years ago. . 

A “reminder calendar”: is being 
published by Publix to go along 
with the bound volumes, so that 
managers may make notations of 
stunts, records, etc., for the future. 

Home office department heads 
will also receive copies of the bound 
volumes. 

Serkowich’s ably-edited house or- 
gan is considered one of the best 
of any business. 


Fight Film Bill 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
Bill to repeal the law barring 
trangportation of fight films in in- 
terstate commerce has been intro- 
duced by James M. Mead (D.), N. Y. 




















“Lost Zeppelin” Release 


Tiffany’s special talker, “The 
Lost Zeppelin,” is about to be re- 
leased. 

It is now dated for the Park, 
Boston, and Auditorium, Baltimore, 
around New Year’s. Both are legit 
houses, but it is not stated if the 
Tiff special goes in at an advanced 
scale, 

The picture will be generally re- 
leased, opening at the Publix Rialto, 
Brockton, Mass., Xmas week, 





FRIDAY, THE 13TH 
San Francisco, Dec. 1T. 

Friday, the 13th, was that way 
for two local theatres. 

At the Fox a floodlight set fire to 
backstage drapes and the curtain 
was lowered in the middle of an 
act. Orchestra blared away and the 
audience remained undisturbed. 

At the Premier, Market street 
grind house, ammonia pipes burst 
in an adjoining store with the fumes 
flooding the auditorium. Audience 
reached the street safely. 





“Paris te Bagdad” Set 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

After numerous postponements 
and story conferences, “Paris to 
Bagdad” will go into production at 
the Pathe studio Dec. 18. 

E. B. Derr, here to take produc- 
tion charge Jan. 1, had held up the 
scheduled starting date for story 
changes to meet his approval. 

Principals in the film will be Wil- 
liam Boyd, Robert Armstrong, Alan 
Hale, Helen Twelvetrees and Ralph 
Harolde. 





“Happy Days” Release Feb. 9 

“Happy Days,” first Fox Grandeur 
completed and scheduled for the 
Roxy around the holidays, is likely 
not to open there until after New 
Year’s. 

General release date for 
Days” is Feb. 9. 


“Happy 


Leasing and Collection 
Prizes from Realty 


With a view to stimulating dis- 
position of space by lease and col- 
lections on leasing, the Publix real 
estate division has decided on prizes 
for a contest in which southern and 
southeastern office building man- 
agers will compete between now and 
Feb. 1. 

Prizes on best leasing and collec- 
tion biz done are $25, first, for leas- 
|ing the greatest of floor space; $10, 
|second, same work; $25, first prize 
| for making the best improvement 
jin collections, with $10 second prize 
again and an additional prize of $10 
for the best lobby card. 

On last mentioned prize, local the- 
atre managers are urged to co-op- 
erate with real estate contacts in 
every way, particularly with a view 
to having attractive art displays 
and posters for use in lobbies of 
buildings. 











GARAGE SERVICE AT DOOR 








Minn. Theatre Saving Patrons 
Extra Annoyance 
Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 


The Minnesota theatre, ace Pub- 
lix house, has instituted a new and 
novel winter service for its motor- 
ist patrons. Attendants of a 
nearby garage are stationed in front 
of the theatre where they. check 
the machines and drive them to 
the garage. 

The motorist, relieved of his car 
in this fashion, calls for it at the 
garage after the show. 

The service is similar to that 
given by many hotels, but it is be- 
lieved to be a new feature for a 
theatre. No extra charge for driv- 
ing the cars to the garage. 


Warners After Chi Circuit 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Latest rumors regarding the 
bankrupt National Playhouses cir- 
cuit on the south side is that War- 
ners is making a deal for a con- 
tract and lease. 

Warners’ only house here is the 
Orpheum, 799-seat loop spot. 

Pressure on the deal is said to 
have been brought by Chicago 
stockholders, with bondholders and 
mortgagors favoring quick dis- 
posal 











Talking “Birth” | 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Harry Aitken, one of the original 
promoters of D. W. Griffith’s “Birth 
of a Nation,” is now in Hollywood, 
arranging to add sound and dialog 
to the original. 








Stanley Stage Band Aired, 
With “Change of Policy” 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
Entire stage band at Stanley 
given four-week notice last week. 
New crew engaged to inaugurate 
Publix units, in this house Jan, 3. 
Musicians were in controversy 
with management some time ago, 
claiming when one or two men were 
to be fired that contracts called for 
entire season to Labor Day. No de- 
cision either way and loop-hole was 
found in “change of policy” clause. 
Probably five of the original 24 
men will be re-hired. 





BUCK JONES’ CLAIMS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

William White Horse, horseshoer 
with the Buck Jones Wild West 
Show, filed salary claims against 
Jones with the State Labor Comm. 
amounting to $288. 

Hearings of all claims against 
Jones was set for Dec. 18. 





Grand Parade in Jan. 

“The Grand Parade,” written and 
directed by Edmund Goulding with 
special lyrics of its three songs also 
by Goulding, will play the R-K-O 
houses in January, possibly getting 
its first run at the Globe, New York, 
under that house’s new grind policy. 

“Grand Parade” co-features Helen 
Twelvetrees and Fred Scott. Its 
three songs are published by Ager, 
Yellen & Bornstein. 





“Sin Flood” and Talk 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
“Sin Flood,” produced as a silent 
nine years ago by Sam Goldwyn, 
will be talkerized by First National. 
Frank Lloyd, who directed it, will 
repeat at the meg, 











Hate—-Love Trailer 





Rudy Vallee, informants 
claim, threw a mild fit when he 
saw what was being said about 
him in a trailer on his talker, 
“The Vagabond King” (Radio), 
which went into ail the Greater 
New York Keith houses last 
Saturday. 

Matter and unusual for trail- 
ers was: “Men Hate Him— 
“Women Love Him.” 

Vallee’s reported displeasure 
with the imputation of hatred 
for him by the male came too 
late to make the change in the 
trailer, it is understood. 


FOX WILL SELL 
SMALL HOUSES 


All buying, negotiations and 
scouting for houses to be acquired 
by Fox-Metropolitan having ceased, 
the organization is now trying to 
dispose of small theatres in its 
string not wanted due to location, 
character, condition or particularly 
size. Houses placed on the auction 
stump, with Fox-Metropolitan will- 
ing to take a loss in an effort to dis- 
pose of them, are mostly in Brook- 
lyn, the Bronx and nearby. 

Seven already scheduled for sale 
to anyone, with all takers welcome, 
are United States, Walton and 
Bronx Plaza, in the: Bronx; Ozone 
Park theatre, Ozone Park, L. I. and 
three in Brooklyn, Starr, Irving 
and Williamsburg. Others may go 
up for sale later. 

This septet ranges in seating ca- 
pacity from 400 to 700 seats and are 
not considered desirable for opera- 
tion by Fox, an official admits, but 
had to be taken over as parts of 
chains in bringing about deals with 
indies who had in their strings 
other theatres wanted by the Fox 
organization. 


Warners-W. E. Arbitration 
Starts for Quick Decision 


Arbitration proceedings between 
Warners and Western Electric have 
been revived. Settlement of their 
differences as hurriedly as possible 
is admitted to be of the utmost im- 
portance to the electric in view of 
the German situation. 

With the Warners in the line-up, 
Western’s countering of Klangfilm 
position, made invulnerable by the 
decision of German courts barring 
American electric talker methods, 
would have 100% U. S. producer 
support. 

Warners have refused to join 
other Hays members in snubbing 
Germany,: although the move, be- 
sides aiding the electric, is aimed as 
well at the German contingent. 


Turns Back Coast Palace 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 


Fox will turn back the Palace to 
Principle Theatre Corp. Jan. 1. 
House will drop its present reserved 
seat policy and return to grind un- 
der independent operation. 

It was the only downtown two-a- 
day film house. 


Publix Traveler 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Ralph Crabill, from Publix home 
office, is continuing his western 
traveis by expioring Idaho, Utah 
and Colorado. 
Publix seeks to take over or build 
in this territory. 
































Sure-Seater’s Managers 

Little Carnegie, New York, in the 
past year, has changed managers 
more than any other sure-seater in 
the world. 

John Brown, the boss, is now try- 
ing his hand at the managerial end, 
relieving Alfred Kuttner, latest of 
victims, 





Publix in Macomb, Ill. 
Macomb, IIl., Dee. 17. 

Publix, frozen out of this city by 
unwillingness of any local theatre 
owners to listen to its buy or lease 
proposals, last week secured a 20- 
year lease on the Carson building 

and will remodel the house. 
It will be made into a theatre 





seating 1,000, it is stated. 


1th Day Adventist 
Sunday’ Acquitted 
Sues for Damages 





Oklahoma City, Dec. 17. 

Acquitted by a jury in District 
court of charges of maintaining a 
|nuisance through presenting Sun- 
iday shows at the Rialto in Clyde, 
|} Kans., Perry L. Gilchrist has filed 
| suit for $5,000 on claim of malicious 
| prosecution against Morris Rogers 
and B. O. Auten of Clyde. 

Sam Blair, who leased the house 
to Gilchrist, was jointly acquitted. 

Gilchrist stated he is.a Seventh 
Day Adventist and had a right to 
operate his theatre Sunday. 


6 SONGS MAYBE FOR 
METRO’S WESTERN 


On the success of _M-G-M’s first 
all-talking Western, now aimed for 
a musical Western, will depend the 
production of a series of the horse 
operas by this company in talk and 
colors. “Montana,” first and only 
Western now on by M-G-M, is to 
decide the company on whether ad- 
ditional product of this type shall 
be made. 

Six original songs have been writ- 
ten for “Montana.” Color is re- 
garded as likely. Songs are “Sing 
a Song of Old Montana,”. “Happy 
Cowboy” and “The Moon Is Low,” 
by Herb Brown and Arthur Freed; 
“Trailin’ in Old Montana” and 
“Montana Call,” by Herbert Stot- 
hart and Clifford Grey, and “Snap 
Your Fingers,” by Roy Turk and 
Fred Ahlert, 

Joan Crawford is the star and 
Malcolm St. Clair the director, 


25% Tilt and 6-Day Week 
Asked by Chi Booth Men 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
It is reported operators will ask 
for a 25% increase and a six-day 
week, when their present contract 
with the exhibs expires on Jan. 11. 
John Balaban and Mort Singer are 
heading the exhib committee, with 
Tom Maloy spokesman for the op- 
erators, 




















Par’s Shorts 


First batch of shorts under Para- 
mount’s ambitious eastern schedule 
includes: 

“A Million Men,” with Lee Morse; 
Mandell Brothers, Block and Sully, 
Charles Ruggles, Evelyn Wilson, 
Warren Ashe and Mary Charles in 
a sketch, “The Family Next Door’; 
Herman Timberg and Barbara Blair 
in “I Come First’; Ormond Sisters 
and “The Painting,” with Gam- 
barilli, Morgan Trio, June and Ade- 
laide and Milton Watson. 


Joe Rock’s Shorts 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Joe Rock has taken over the Mar- 
shall Neilan studio on Edendale 
boulevard for Premier Pictures 
Corp., of which he is president, and 
will produce a comedy program 
starting in January. No talent yet 
arranged. 

Comedies will be both 
length and shorts, all 
talker. 








feature 
sound or 
Release is being negotiated, 


S. Cal. Exhibs With Allied 


Washington, Dec, 17. 
MPTOA of Southern California, 
embracing 41 houses in Los Angeles, 
54 suburban theatres and seven the- 
atres in Arizona, have affiliated with 
Myers Allied indies, says a state- 
ment from the headquarters here, 








Metro’s Title Change 

Metro’s “Happy Days,” originally 
titled “Road Show,” has undergone 
a second change of title. Latest 
monicker is “Chasing Rainbows.” 
Second change was made necessary 
due to Fox previously possessing 
the title of “Happy Days.” 

“Rainbows” will probably open at 
the Capitol, New York. 





Brice Title Change 
The title of Fannie Brice’s fea- 
ture for U. A. has been changed 
from “The Champ” to “Be Your- 
self.” 
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FILM REVIEWS 








Talking Shorts 





GILBERT-SULLIVAN Ensemble 
METRO 

5 Mins. 

New York, New York 


. Recording gives this the k. o. It’s 
too bad, for the 15 males who sing 
in chorus and display good knowl- 
edge of Gilbert and Sullivan music 
unify tones and blend music har- 
moniously, but incoherently. 
Subject carries air of having been 


manufactured in early talker days 
when synchronization of voice and 
band was in experimental stages. 
Chorus i: clad in tuxedos with 
setting in lounge room of men’s 


club, providing neat background and 
is well photographed. 


“SKIRT SHY” with Harry Langdon 
ROACH METROTONE 

Comedy Sketch 

29 Mins.; Comedy Sketch 

Gaiety, New York 

tates showing on the major 
screen without threatening to be 
rietous. Harry Langdon’s name 
may caich inierest and the dumb 
pan clown should make good on 
the promise through the hoke in- 
volved. 

Two-reeler is somewhat over- 
board on footage and could be ad- 
vantageously sliced. Tells of an 
elderly woman on the verge of be- 
ing dispossessed unless her aged 
suitor rises to the occasion with 
a proposal. 

Langdon, as the butler, and a 
maid go to the front, the girl dress- 
ing Langdon as the matron to foo! 
the aged Lothario who loses his 
glasses to make it easier. Mix- 
up arrives with a former flame of 
the woman, a two gun totin’ six- 
footer from the west. Chase and 
shots in the garden, including brick 
throwing which sends a _ bee-hive 
into action. 

Gaiety $2 audience accepted it 
mildly, perhaps because of becom- 
ing somewhat impatient to see the 
feature, “Sky Hawk” (Fox), as a 
dual newsreel, a cartoon one-reeler 
and a screen piano solo of “Annie 
Laurie” had preceded, 

Some funny stuff at various spots 
in this two-reeler with Langdon, 
vaude and screen vet, knowing how 
to cash when the opportunity arises. 
He's also capable of giving slow 
spots some pace. 

Langé@on is a pleasant prospect 
for shorts, it being a question with 
him, as with others, of material. 

Sid 


GEORGIE PRICE. 
COLUMBIA 

& Mins.; Comedy and Songs 
Globe, N.Y. 


Could have been slapped together 
on the run, and probably was. Dis- 
criminating spots won't be able to 
see it, and where they don’t mind 
crude jobs it will get by as comedy. 
Titled “Station B-U-N-K,” with 
Jasper Ewing Brady directing. 

Radio studio orchestra is playing, 
and announcer is frantically asking 
if Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, and Will 
Rogers have shown up for the pro- 
gram. They haven't. In stumbles 
Price, looking for a job, and yvolun- 


teers to impersonate the three. He 
does, recognizably, and in doing 
Cantor becomes so _ excited he 


waltzes out of the studio and down 
the street with the announcer fol- 
lowing with the microphone. 

Clever in spots, but haphazard di- 
rection and photography limit its 
appeal. Bradford Brown is the an- 
nouncer., 

This shart was recently used ahead 
of a Columbia feature at the Cohan, 
New York. Bang. 





“FANCY THAT” 
with William Frawley 
PATHE 
Comedy 
21 Mins. 
Colony, New York 


Two-reeler that packs lots of en- 
tertainment in form of a story and 
the performance of William Fraw- 
ley. Playable anywhere, 

This is one of a Pathe series pro- 
@uced by Frank Davis (Davis and 
Darnell—vaude). Frawley is a 
musical comedy comedian, now in 
a B'way. hit. 

Frawley and Earle Dewey are 
two bums on a park bench. They 
read an announcement of a society 


affair. Frawley tells his pal how 
he would run such a party. En- 
suing action is the Frawley idea. 


Many funny social errors and 
much good comedy by-play. Bige. 


“DON’T GET EXCITED” 
EDUCATIONAL 
Comedy 
25 Mirs. 
Stanley, New York 
This is bad, and not to be con- 
fused with Vitaphone short of same 
title made by Georgie Price. Here 
twe laughs and one is silent. De- 
served hangout is interior neighbs. 
Comedy is one of Tuxedo series 
and demonstrates how talker should 
not be made. Pussesses all faults 
that talker critics rave about. 
Pauses are too long and action in- 
coherent, depending for, biggest 
laugh on old silent slapstick fea- 
ture of undressing principals. 


“THE DOLL SHOP” 
METRO COLORTONE 
15 Mins.; Revue 
New York, New York 
Tempting short morsel with color, 
setting and action so completely 
overshadowing the weak song 
structure and faulty recording as 
to raise what otherwise would be 
just a good subject into the realms 
lof the big. Good anywhere. 
Seeing this short raises‘the ques- 
tion of comparison with stage 
units. Even at this stage the vaude 
presentation is at a disadvantage 
in at least one aspect, and that is 
music. The short has special num- 


bers built for it. What's better is 
the staging. 

In “The Doll Shop” Metro has 
| provided an appetizing color atmos- 
phere and fragile daintiness in 


stage action impossible to achieve 
in stage units because of photo- 
graphic illusions which permit dis- 
tancing of characters in films.-so 
that they appear inanimate or life- 
like, miniature or full size. What 
depth photography, wide screen, 


and better attention io recording 
may do with such color can be 
imagined. 

Only one scene, a doll shop. 
When the toy maker leaves the 
room the dolls begin to carouse. 
Military numbers, adagio, etc. A 


hot dance is included as a flapper 
doll in Hawaiian costume sings. A 
corking great short. 


AARONSON’S COMMANDERS 
METRO 

8 Mins.;: Band 

Commodore, New York 

Immense improvement over the 
first short made for Metro about a 
year ago. Although not up the 
Commanders’ standard as recognized 
in the flesh. 

Just three numbers. Two recog- 
nized pops, “Nobody’s Sweetheart 
Now” and “I'll Get By.” Other was 
a comedy number, “Just a Sailor’s 
Sweetheart.” Both pops are ante- 
dated, which gives the short the 
flavor of produced months ago. 
Audience recognized both as obso- 
lete but nevertheless liked them, due 
to the instrumentation. 

Assisted in short comedy warbling 
bit and straight vocaling by Red 
Stanley and Phil Saxe. Also inter- 
weave some “hot-cha-cha” tonsil 
work that promoted the entertain- 
ment, 

Though tunes are either of ill 
choice or long on the shelf, will be 
go wherever musical shorts are 
liked. 


Ed and Lou MILLER 
METRO 
12 Mins. 
New York, New York 


Sweet subject made by male duo, 
baritone and tenor, recruited from 
vaude, who know how to warble 
without tiring audience. Recording 
is clear and photography taking pair 
in closeup stays pat. Good filler any 
program. 

Boys sing three tunes, “Auf Wie- 
dersehn,” “Rigoletto,” and “High 
Upon the Hilltop.” 

Pair seemingly tune in better on 
the classical or near than on the 
popular melody attempted, but this 
is due to the numbers rather than 
voite defect. 

Baritone attempts jazz movement 
in last number which could have 
been dispensed with, It only cramped 
air of gentility that pair got across 
in preceding two songs and which 
should have remained put through- 
out. 





VITAPHONE SYMPHONY ORCH. 
“Poet and Peasant” . 
VITAPHONE NO. 447 

8 Mins. 

Central, New York 


Good sound bill opener for thea- 
tres catering to musically inclined 
audiences. Not strong enough for 
late spotting nor fast enough to fol- 
low average action short, 

No individual billing. Through 
the camera, seemed to be about 60 
pieces in size. Even dozen in the 
first fiddle section and balance in 
proportion, 

Playing of “Poet and Peasant” 
unquestionably fine. This may be 
Vita's regular symphony for scores 
and accompaniments, with possibly 
some added instruments for this 
occasion. 

Bige. 
“FEMININE FITNESS” 
PATHE 
Sports Novelty 
9 Mins. 
Sist St., New York 

Interesting one-reel filler in the 
Grantland Rice Sportlights series, 
and suitable for better class thea- 
tres. 





used) short, showing girls at a 
femme college participating in vari- 
ous outdoor sports, including bas- 
ketball, golf, rowing and baseball. 
The golf and rowing sequences 
have coachés, whose voices 
heard instructing the gals in the 
“do’s and dont’s of golf” and the 








technique of handling the shell. 
Photography average. Recording 
0. Cher. 


“Feminine Fitness” is an all-sound 
and all-talking (whére talk can be 


are 


“GEN. GINSBURG,” with Nat Carr 
RCA PHOTOPHONE 

20 Mins.; Comedy Sketch 

Globe, New York 

Two reels of laughs about a Hebe 
at the front for America during the 
big fracas. Bound to draw solid 
responses all along the line. Pro- 
duced by Louis Brock in the Gram- 
ercy, N. Y., studios. Mark Sand- 
rich credited as director. 

Opens with Carr and three bud- 
dies in a trench playing poker with 
the water up to their waists. Game 
stretched out for considerable 
humor, a tough bozo betting cans 
of devilled ham against Carr's her- 
ring and drawing a gun to convince 
Carr his four aces are no good 
against three queens. One of the 
boys, big and homely, talks pansy 
and knits during the game. 

Carr is called to drive the Gen- 
eral to Paris. While waiting for 
the gen, after getting him to the 
city, Carr puts on the officer’s coat 
and hat and visits a cafe. More 
laughs in his being mistaken fer 
an officer and raising cain with a 
bullying lieutenant. Also mistakes 
an Apache dance for the real thing 
and winds up by staging a wrestling 
match with the girl and throwing 
her two times out of three. 
General enters and finally tells 
Carr he will be decorated for cor- 
nering the lieutenant, wanted as a 
snitcher. General also says Gins- 
burg will be given a commission. 
*“T ‘don’t want a commission,” de- 
cides Ginsburg; “just put me on 
straight salary.” 


Carr’s Hebe is a darb. Bang. 


TITTO RUFFO 

METRO 

5 Mins. 

Commodore, New York 

For this latest of his many shorts, 
Ruffo has, chosen a subject. unfa- 
miliar by far to the majority of the 
laymen. It is “Iago’s Credo,’”. in 
character, addressed to Desdemona. 
Both are from “Othello.” 

Ruffo, in medieval raiment, is 
close-up throughout, not so —for- 
tunate for Ruffo as his fervent 
facial contortions, in keeping with 
the subject of the credo,. brought 
a smattering of snickers in this 
East Side house. 

Voice is resonant and registers 
clearly. The aria, though vocally 
intricate to handle, was rendered 
easily enough by Ruffo. Delivery 
fluctuated from tenor to baritone 
according to the mood of the lyrics. 
Will be liked only in the class 
houses. 

Gamble for the others. 


“THE MAD HOUSE” 
EDUCATIONAL 
Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Cameo, New York 


A bare two-reeler of no value in 
the first runs and of little appeal 
in the neighborhoods. 

It’s a Jack White short with 
Eddie Lambert, Monty Collins, 
Addie McPhail and Lucille Hutton. 
Lambert, standard -vaude comic, 
heavy on Yiddish dialect, threatens 
to jump out and save this short 
several times, but nothing happens. 
Story material is very poor. 
Harks back to the silent days when 
slapstick ran amuck and hoke was 
the keynote. 

Title of this one tips what it’s 
about. Mad, noisy apartment house 
with neighbors clashing, scram- 
bling, fighting and biting. Princi- 
pals are two families deciding to 
switch apartments, each believing 
the other’s is the choicer. Start 
moving in on each other, busting 
everything but the floor and the 
ceiling. 

Climax is bed thrown out of the 
window landing on three autos 
below. 


Cheap, mawkish laughs. Span. 


THE GLEASONS 

“Garden of Eatin’” (Comedy) 
PATHE 

+20 Mins. 

Commodore, New York 

Bereft of the many laughs which 
the usual Gleasons short contain. 
Not the fault of Jimmie Gleason or 
Lucille Webster Gleason, but the 
skit, which possesses barely any of 
the smart-cracking repartee with 
which the Gleasons’ shorts are as- 
sociated. Both the Gleasons squeeze 
their material of whatever laughs 
they hold, and so receive a few 
spasmodic chuckles. As is, will be 
best appreciated by family audi- 
ences. 

The Gleasons play a married 
couple running a small cabaret and 
kicking because there is not enough 
profit in the game. Wife falls for 
glib talk of two con men. Against 
the wishes of her husband gives up 
her last cent and modernizes the 
place, with the two cons as part- 
ners. Jimmie, who previously ted 
a classical band ‘composed of  faur 
old fogies, is now forced :te trap 
drum in a jazz unit led by one of 
the cons. 

Much against the desires of both, 
the two cons start smuggling liquor. 
Happy finish is former head waiter 
turning out to be a prohibition 
agent and arresting both, with the 
cabaret returning to the Gleasons, 

Punch is Jimmie Gleason always 
desiring and talking about possess- 
ing a fur coat and finally getting 
one gratis, as one of the con men 
lurged to the hoosegow leaves it 
behind, and won't be back for it for 
10 years. 





SKY HAWK 


(ALL DIALOG) 

Fox production and release. Features 
Helen Chandler, John Garrick and Gilbert 
Emery. ted. by John Biystone, from a 
Llewellyn Hughes magazine story. Adap- 
tion and dialog by Hughes and Campbell 
Gullan, latter also staging. Cameraman, 
Conrad Wells; sound, W. W. Lindsay. 
Mechanical effects by Ralph Hammeras. At 





Gaiety, New York. $2 top, twice daily. 
Dec. 11. Running time, 75 mins, 

Joan Allan .ecccsecescccece Helen Chandler 
Jack Bardell .... eessesee-JOhn Garrick 
Major Nelson . .-Gilbert Emery 






.-Lennox Pawle 
»-Lumsden Hare 
e+eeee- Billy Bevan 
Daphne Pollard 


Tom Berry ,.. 
Minnie 


OPP eee eee eee eee 


“Sky Hawk” will do business on 
its air battle between a Zeppelin and 
a lone plane over London. The 
screen shows all three. This is 
slightly more than a two-reel se- 
quence reported to have cost the 
Fox studio not far from $250,000 by 
itself; worth it because it’s the pic- 
ture. Otherwise, “Sky Hawk” is a 
Lambs Club delight and due to its 
very British flavor general trade in- 
terest will also center on its re- 
ception in BEngland. Picture will 
particularly please the men, be- 
cause of the air fight, and few 
women will walk on it once they’re 
in. A good film which should run 
up better than average grosses but 
doesn’t suggest general holdover 
qualifications. 

So it looks as if Ralph Hammeras 
ought to get the credit for this re- 
lease’s financial income. Hammeras 
staged the air fight with highly 
geared slow motion: cameras and 
built the London. set in a dirigible 
hangar at Arcadia, Cal. Result is as 
sweet a piece of miniature work as 
has ever been turned out. And the 
accompanying sound track is 
equally expert, which about makes 
this release a triumph for the tech- 
nical staff. 

As the story has been melded into 
celluloid it’s distinctly secondary to 
the mechanical effects. But it would 
be tough for any yarn to dominate 
the aerial warfare as here staged 
for the camera. Much of the Lon- 
don set is smothered by a smoke 
sereen (fog) so that only one or 
two. shots: imply its magnitude. 
Rather surprising in view of the 
publicity planned on this tremen- 
dous miniature. That the set hasn't 
fully been brought out séems, in a 
way, a pity. 
Perhaps the best thing Blystone,: 
directir’. Bas done with the film is 
to have nad the good sense to hold 
it down. Final half hour is com- 
pletely consumed with building up 
to and then launching the Zep raid 
followed by the dirigible’s destruc- 
tion. From this point a direct cutis 
made to the honeymoon getaway of 
the victorious Royal Flying Corps 
lieutenant and his .Canadian : bride 
for the finish, 

It may be that the British have 
never ha@ such a_ break in an Amer- 
ican picture as they get here. Story 
is heavily sweetened by John Bull 
accents, atmosphere and slang ex- 
pressions as called for by the locale. 
And the cast’s comic comes s0 close 
to stealing the picture on perform- 
ance that there’s not much. differ- 
ence. Billy Bevan plays the aero- 
plane mechanic, servicing young 
Bardell’s ship, who becomes the 
heir’s defender when his valor is 
smirched by suspicion. This is be- 
cause of a crash as he’ returns from 
an against orders flight to say good- 
by to Joan. Real British landscape 
for this flight is credited to a Fox 
sound news cameraman over there. 
That Bardell is due to fly to France 
that efternoon explains the infer- 
ence that the crack-up was inten- 
tional. 

Temporarily paralyzed from the 
waist down, Bardell has a con- 
demned plane slipped over to his 
father’s estate where the loyal ser- 
geant spends his evenings putting 
it in shape. Neanwhile, the boy 
has broken off his engagement be- 
cause of his unwelcome social and 
military position, 

Arrival of the Zep over London 
causes Bartell to have his bus 
wheeled out to go up against the 
dirigible: alone, despite his legs, for 
the happy ending. That no other R. 
F. C, machine takes off against the 
invader is a license which the story 
takes. If the supposition is that 
there is not another available plane 
at Croydon (flying field), either the 
adapter or film Gutter has failed to 
make this clear. 

Bevan gives an excellent per- 
formance in a sympathetic part 
aided materially by production 
judgment to make the carefree 
courage of the English Tommy 
stand out. In a couple of spots 
he is capably aided by Daphne Pol- 
lard as a pub habitue. The direc- 
tion has missed with Emery as the 
middle aged major who is doomed 
to disappointment in his delicate 
suit for Joan. Instead of evoking 
the sympathy evidently figured 
upon for the character, the way the 
picture unwinds leaves Emery as 
not much more than a necessary 
atmospheric inclusion. A good per- 
former throttled by unforeseen cir- 
cumstances, 

John Garrick leaves a pleasant 
impression as a symbol of the R. 
F. C. but, perhaps, without that fire 
to make it a memory. Helen Chand- 
ler may have been permitted to di- 
rect herself. Either way, her intona- 
tions constantly imply ‘that she’s on 
the verge of tears, a detrimerital 
method of delivery over a period of 
an evening or a picture. Her ap- 
pearance is wholesome and more 
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than that toward the end when sh 
wears a white gown. Canad 
angle in the story stands off heg 
lack of a consistent broad “a” while 
all other participants are relegateg 
to bits. First love scene between 
the principals evoked a noticeable 
snicker from all portions of the 
nouse (not on opening night), for 
no apparent, screen reason other 
than the strictly British dialog in< 
volved. 

Directorial, background touches 
include the waves of apprehension 
which swept London at the air raig 
signals by poking the camera's nose 
into flats, pubs, night clubs, under. 
ground (subway), and a theatre 
where the comedian announces the 
raid, goes on with the performance 
and nobody leaves the theatre. 

But the top sidelight introduces 


the Zep sequence when a captured 
R, F, C.,captain is brought before 
the commanding German officer for 
questioning. Scene is particularly 
well handled and superbly played 
by the German involved, unmen. 
tioned.in the east credits. Interiorg 


of the Zep’s main cabin hold when- 
ever flashed, the German tongue be< 
ing given full rein, and the stoicism 
of the crew as the air giant catches 
fire is also gotten over. There is 
no disparaging of the enemy at any, 
time and those looking for a preache 
ment against war will find it in a 


pre-dinner parlor discussion be- 
tween Joan, her father and the ma- 
jor which almost. gave this picture 


the title of “The World Moves On.” 

“Sky Hawk's” run at the Gaiety 
will be no criterion as to its pro- 
gram. vaiue. It -was abruptly 
brought in to finish out the Fox 
tenancy of the house expiring Jan, 
1. Due to its normal running time 


a double newsreel (Hearst and Fox), 
sound cartoon, Roach two-reeler 
and a piano short item are pre- 
ceding it here. Sid, 


THE B’WAY HOOFER 


(ALL DIALOG, with Songs) 


Columbia production and release. Feature 
ing Marie Saxon, Jack Egan and Louise 
Fazenda. Directed by George Archainbaud; 
produced by Harry Cohn. Original story, 
continuity and dialog by Gladys Lehman, 
Cameraman, Joe Walker. Chief sound engi« 
neer, John Livadary. Sound mixing engie 
neer, Harry Blanchard. Asst. director, 


Dave Selman. Film editor, Maurice Wright, 





In projection room, New York. Running 
time, 63 minutes, 
tins 56560. 466496 40.49060% 008 Marie Saxon 
BOUT eSeavoccececcceseccecessoccs Jack Egan 
NO. Fives svvecccocs ecceececs Louise Fazenda 
Larry.se« éMkee ce cnc cone Howard Hickman 
MOTCOM : wogegcccsedccocsoecccs Ernest Hilliaré 
PMD onc eceds co Skéccccccecs Gertrude Short 
Dolly aoce<cct cheas oe Seiteet eedeeee Eileen Percy, 
Mazie...ccssoeesce eeeeeeeCharlotte Merriam 
BOLIAy 6 H 50s. 6 UE AUS o's Seve Ecce Fred MacKaye 
Baggage Man. .« 5"... 0s Renaiy Billy Franey 
An -entertaining little program 


talker that establishes. Marie Saxon, 
a feature from the. musical comedy 
stage, for the talking screen. Ths 
picture should carry neatly in the 
three-day ‘or ‘less run houses, and 
looks like a certain pleaser for the 
shorter than a week stand neighbor- 
hooders, aby Sp 

Besides the most agreeable Miss 
Saxon there is qa boy here, who 
seems to have a future in films, 
Jack Egan. About the only picture 
name of any weight in the cast is 
Louise Fazenda. Exhibs will have 
to exploit more on the entertainment 
end and youth in the picture than 
anything else in sight, excepting in 
those towns where Marie Saxon may, 
be known from her stage musicals. 

With a back stage story that takes 
in a burlesque troupe, it opens with 
a Ziegfeld “Follies” production num- 
ber. Miss Saxon is in the centre of 
24 silk-hatted boys, all danc- 
ing, with her dancing as effective 
on the screen as it always has been 
on the stage. It’s a very fast start, 
almost too fast for the number side 
of a turkey trouping burlecue show 
to follow. The numbers staged by 
Jack Cunningham, and with the 
stage part supervised by Rufus Le 
Maire, the burlesque portion is made 
to do nicely. This section, however, 
lacks the rough low comedy that 
easily could have been inserted and 
which the entire picture misses 4S 
well. Probably no better system 
ever has been devised than Colum- 
bia’s to keep the cost down and still 
get away with it, but sometimes @ 
little more in the overhead, like 
here, might turn a fair picture into 
a very good one, especially with the 
taikers, 

In the tale Miss Saxon is a star 
of Broadway, closing a hard season 
after a long run. She’s going away, 
for a rest, with only the maid ace 
companying her knowing her wheree 
abouts. Drifting into a tank town 
and taking a cottage, Miss Saxon is 
shoved onto the stage of the local 
opry house when there is a rush 
outside by locals looking for the 
chorus job advertised. She is walk- 
ing by. 

Mr. Egan, the young and good- 
looking head of the troupe, from 
author to manager and taking in 
the principal juve role, picks Miss 
Saxon as likely for the line. TheY 
mutually notice each other other- 
wise, and the girl thinks it will be 
a lark to go along, assuming the 
name of her maid, Jane Brown. She 
goes with the troupe, is rapidly 
advanced and in a short time is ©°- 
featured with Egan. 

Meanwhile her Broadway manager 
is frantic, as his star has not re- 
ported for rehearsals. And the maid 
grows alarmed over the growings 
attachment of the young couple 
She wires the manager, who rushes 





(Continued on page 28) 
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Quality wins again! They can’t get enough of the best! To meet | 
insistent demands of exhibitors and public, PARAMOUNT SOUND 
NEWS goes to two issues weekly beginning Feb. 26, 1930. A com- 


plete all-embracing service from the fastest growing sound news on 


the market. 





The reason for PARAMOUNT SOUND NEWS 
supremacy is on the screen. 1930 demands perfec- 
tion. It’s here! World-wide staff. NEWS; no stale 
library stuff. Snappy editing in the swift tempo of 
today. Catch an issue of PARAMOUNT SOUND 
NEWS and note the difference. It’s amazing! 
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RAMON NOVARRO 


with In the Thrilling Musical Romance 


An ALL-TALKING Triumph from Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 











directed by 
SIDNEY FRANKLIN 















AS é OR Distinguished .Premiere SUNDAY, DEC. 22nd 
Twice Daily Thereafter 2:50 — 8:50 Three Times Saturday, Sunday, 
BWAY & 45th STREET Holidays at 2:50 — — 6:00 — —- 8:50. Saturday Midnight 11:45 






Seats now on sale 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR RESERVATIONS NOW! 


v 





One M-G-M Hit*after another! Watch for these: DUNCAN SISTERS in “It’s A Great Life’; BESSIE LOVE and CHARLES 
KING in “Chasing Rainbows”; WILLIAM HAINES in “Navy Blues”; NORMA SHEARER in “Their Own Desire ”; 
VAN & SCHENCK in “They Learned About Women”; MARION DAVIES in “Not So Dumb” and wait till you hear 
GRETA GARBO in “Anna Christie”, her first Talkie: All from METRO-GOLDWYN - MAYER. 
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(From “THE VOICE OF R-K-O,” the House Organ of Radio-Keith-Orpheum) 
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= form of amusement again is the dominant leader by merit. 





Here’s The Important Announcement 
Promised Last Month! 


q “VARIETY” will come out the first week in January with a 
special RKO-RADIO PICTURE edition in celebration of 
the First Anniversary of RKO and RADIO PICTURES. 


q Paving the way for the complete public belief in and support 
of RKO NEW UNIT ENTERTAINMENT, announcement is 
made outlining arrangements for a special barrage of infor- 


mation through which RKO and RADIO PICTURE progress 


may quickly and proudly parade before America’s amuse- 
ment seekers. 


q “VARIETY’S” special edition will contain the complete 
story of the SPECIAL RKO ORGANIZATION, its PER- 
SONNEL and PLANS for the immediate benefit of the thea- 
tregoer, its POLICIES and its GIGANTIC RESOURCES. 


q A complete exposition of RKO’s industrial and organiza- 
tional facts will be presented to the amusement industry and 
the press in this issue of “VARIETY.” Through the many 
thousand readers of “VARIETY” will be filtered to the 


public real, convincing corroboration that its most beloved 


q In order to accomplish this purpose and obtain fullest 
benefit from the possibilities afforded in “VARIETY” 
RKO-RADIO PICTURE edition, the enthusiastic co-oper- 


ation of everyone is desired. 
As you read this, immediately jot down any ideas, news, 
information and make a suggestion list and rush it in to 


your Division Manager without delay. 
Remember! The time 1s short. 


THE FARIETY RKO—RADIO PICTURE 


Special Edition—Early in January 
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DAY and DATE with BROADWAY 





Dominant Broadway Attractions 


Available for You ‘Right ‘Now! 





~~ 





| 





JOHN BARRYMORE 


In His First Talking Picture 


“GENERAL CRACK” 


Scenes In Technicolor | 





dildaciaatiacaualdllll 
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NOW PLAYING CAPACITY — $2.50 TOP 
WARNER BROS. THEATRE, NEW YORK 
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GEORGE ARLISS 
“DISRAELIT’ 


12th CAPACITY WEEK—$2.50 TOP 3 
CENTRAL THEATRE, NEW YORK 


mn 
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WARNER BROS. 
3 “SHOW of SHOWS”: 
77 Stars—100 Shows In One 
Entirely in Technicolor ) 


NOW PLAYING CAPACITY — $2.50 TOP 
WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 











Pre-sold Direct to your Patrons Dy 


Newspapers, Fan Magazines, Music, Radio 





“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of The Vitaphone Corporation designating its products. 
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Every Entry in your Date Book 





Is an Entry in your Bank Book 


12, more big ones to come , 
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JOHN BARRYMORE in 
“<THE MAN 


FROM BLANKLEY’S” 


“SONG OF THE WEST” 


John Boles, Vivienne Segal, Joe E. Brown. 





Entirely in Technicolor. 


“GOLDEN DAWN” 


Walter Woolf, Vivienne Segal, Noah Beery. 
Entirely in Technicolor. 







“SHE COULDN’T SAY NO” 


Winnie Lightner, Chester Morris. 


“HOLD EVERYTHING” 


Joe E. Brown, Winnie Lightner, Georges 
Carpentier. 


“ONDER A TEXAS MOON” 


Frank Fay, Raquel Torres, Myrna Loy, Noah 
Beery, Armida. Entirely in Technicolor. 





Entirely in Technicolor. 

























Monte Blue 
and Lupe Velez 
in “TIGER ROSE” 


DOLORES COSTELLO in 
“SECOND CHOICE” 


Chester Morris, Jack Mulhall. 





AL JOLSON in 
“<MAMM Y”°? 


Story and Songs by Irving Berlin 
Scenes in Technicolor. 


“THE AVIATOR” 


Edward Everett Horton, Patsy, Ruth Miller. 













MONTE BLUE in 
°ESLE OF ESCAPE” 


Betty Compsen, Myrna Loy, Noah Beery. 





GEORGE ARLISS in 
“THE GREEN GODDESS” 


$2,000,000 Nation al Cam paign— 


mand Entensive Exploitation Drivee 
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FILM REVIEWS 
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THE B’WAY HOOFER 


(Continued from page 22) 


to Glens Falls to catch the troupe 
and his star. Along with him goes 
the star’s John flame from Broad- 
way. The latter, sensing the situa- 
tion, tells Egan his leading woman 
has been making a monkey of him, 
although Egan thinks he taught 
Jane Brown everything she knows. 
Egan is told she’s not Jane Brown 
but Adele Doray from Broadway. 

Egan finally believes it, and the 
girl admits it. Egan calls the turkey 
company to witness he is firing the 
Broadway star from a third-rate 
burlesque on the spot, which he 
does, bringing an effective and sob 
scene for Miss Saxon, who’s in love 
with Egan, 


During the rehearsals in New 
York Miss Saxon is inveigled into a 
nite club where Egan is making his 
first eastern appearance. Dancing 
and no panic, she saves him by go- 
ing onto the floor, giving him the 
cue of their former two-act in the 
burlesque olio, and he’s over. So is 


the picture, for the manager of the 
musical tells Egan to report also in 
the morning for rehearsal. 

Miss Saxon has considerable light 
and shade in this film, doing it well, 


especially to the strictly family | 
group that caught the new talker in 
the Columbia’s projection room. The 
Old 0) i the chance for the 
notice, to stand ofl The Skirt who 
motherly believes Marie is the 
rreatest actress, the greatest duncer, 
or anything else you want to slip in. 
As you may conclude, she’s nuts 
over Marie. 

Columbia had a light print for the 
projection room showing. It gave 


both Miss Saxon’s and Egan’s sing- 
ing voices a rasp. Miss Saxon’s 
speaking voice is quite as charming 
as she is herself whenin dance action 
or playing a role. There are very 
few girls with charm and class who 
can do as much in performance as 
the small group of ingenues who 
have dominated the Broadway mu- 


sical stage for a while. If those 
girls, and this takes in Marie as 
well, used more judgment in their 


agent and ran their agent instead of 
allowing a manager’s agent to run 
them, the majority of the girls would 
be better off. They might even 
change their agent and stop the evi- 
dent juggling he does to and with 
them. 

It’s more a matter of persona] sat- 
isfaction than anything else with 
this Columbia picture with Marie. 
She was another of those who were 
unfortunate enough to go against 
those New York studio tests of a 
year or so ago. 

Mr. Egan plays very well, and 
both of these young people display 
personality in addition to good 





WORLDS BEST STAC 





PRODUCTIONS 
EXPLOITATIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


iform the incongruous love interest; 
lone obviously a matured young lady, 





screen work. Miss Saxon’s person- 
ality is changed some by the screen, 
for the better and more forcible, 
making a very comely girl more so. 

Miss Fazenda has _ but little 
chance to get a laugh. About the 
only laughter is when the native 
girls try out for the burlesque job. 
The chorus of the burlesque troupe 
is typically burlesauy. Some of the 
mechanics back stage are revealed. 
There may be a giggle in them in 
the regular houses. 

It’s not known if the projection 
room print is the final cutting. If 
not, a bit more may speed up a few 











spots, including fade-outs. Sime. 
(ALL DIALOG) 

Radio production and release Directed 
by Melville Brown from nagazine story 
by Vina Delmar Supervised by Henry 
Hobart; scenario and dialog by Jane Mur- 
fin and J. Walter Ruben Jack Mackenzie 
cameraman Ann McKnight, film editor 
RCA Photophone sounded. At Globe, New 
York, on grind. Week Dec, 14. Running 
time, 65 minutes. 

Gracie Nolan....cccccccseses Olive Borden 
Tommy Flynn ...Arthur Lake 
Mrs. Flymn,..cccccees ..Margaret Seddon 
Ted Smith. .cccccccccesss -Ralph Emerson 
BreMMer....cccscecececss Joseph Cawthorn 
| BOC. cc ccc c ccc eee eeeereeeeeees Hielen Kaiser 
Oe errr rrr rs te .las Moran 
Truck Driver....+-+++++ Tom O’Brien 


Miscasting hurts an interesting 
and otherwise fairly well-made pic- 
ture of the younger generation, 
snapping it up in a modern “taxi” 
dance hall. Numerous characters 


leave so unfavorable an impression 
it is probable the film will be iden- 
tified with just ordinary grosses. 

Unfortunate, as “Dance Hall” is a 
box office title and would carry far 
if backed by good stuff. Vina Del- 
mar, who wrote the short story 
originally appearing in “Liberty,” 
has a knack of picking ’em catchy. 
Olive Borden and Arthur Lake 


despite a blonde wig and _ brief 
skirts, the other a gawky, exagger- 
atedly boyish kid still suited to 
high school parts. Third corner to 
the necessary triangle is played by 
Ralph Emerson, photographing and 
impressing negatively. 

Joseph Cawthorn, as the ballroom 
owner, is fortunate comedy relief, 
and outclasses his surroundings like 
a skyscraper in Central Park. He 
has been put in lights at the Globe, 
and deserves it for distracting at- 
tention from other members of the 
cast in this one. 

“Dance Hall” pictures a “taxi” 
ballroom more graphically than any 
previous film has done, and has 
some novelty on this angle. Frowzy 
little flaps and sleek young jellies 
are seen tearing into their own 
ideas of terpsichore, going into 
goofy acrobatic routines with that 
“Hey-look-at-us” attitude typical 
of any pop dance spot. Types are 
naturals and will naively laugh at 
themselves in theatres all over the 
country. 

Gracie Nolan is hostess in a flashy 
looking but quite democratic dance 
hall. Tommy Flynn, shipping clerk, 
goes without lunch so he can have 
money to dance with the girl three 
nights each week. The pair win 
loving cups regularly at the ball- 
room’s hoofing contests. 

Into the enjoyable monotony 
comes Ted Smith, an aviator, and 
Gracie falls easy. Tommy also wor- 
ships the aviator, and quietly backs 
out of the picture. Smith gets a 
chance to substitute for an injured 
flyer in a cross-country attempt at 
a record and crashes. The shock 
sends the dance hostess to bed. She 


|it was made on the Sahara 


rj 
different nights—made very appar- 
ent by a kid without a coat doing a 
highly freak routine with his gal 
right in the center of the ballroom. 
Miss Delmar is the author of “Bad 
Girl” and “Kept Woman,” two best 
seller novels. That’s why she’s get- 
ting unusually prominent billing for 
having written this. Bang. 











(ENGLISH MADE) 
(Silent) 

Pro Patria production and release. Di- 
rected by Walter Summers and phot.- 
graphed by Stanley Rodwell) At Cameo, 
New York, week Dec. 14. Running time 
75 minutes 
Lieut. Hawkins.............-Arthur Woods 
Corporal Bell.......- rerence Collier 
Samuel Abelson...... oecs ‘ Fred Dyer 
Augustus Brown..... ..Andrew McMaster 
Matlow Cook. .....-seeeeeesss James Watts 
i William Henry Hale...... Charles Emera!i 
gees ~*~ "Ferrers John Valentine 
|} Mick Morelli..... ..Hamilton Keene 
H. G. Sanders... ..Sam Wilkinson 
John Pearson....ceccsecss: Frederick Long 
The Sergeant... ....+e+e-6:- Cyril McLaglien 

Unwired and arty houses can 


book ‘“‘The Lost Patrol” and satisfy | 
their patrons, The picture, while| 
j} ideally cast and with a realistic lo- | 
cale, is without consistent suspense, | 
little being made of the theme; | 
therefore a poor bet for any house | 
classes except those mentioned. 
Practically all of the action oc- 
curs among a few palm trees with 
a sandy outlook. Company alleges 


Other than time being designated | 

as between 1913-16, patrol of 11 men 
could be taken for French Legion- 
aires, Production opens with flash 
character sketches, from woodcut- 
ter to fisherman and prize fighter. 
Meaningless until later in the 
footage when bunch are together on 
the desert, Then more character 
cut-ins are introduced via. news- 
paper clippings and vaude bills. 
All these phases serve merely to 
weaken the theme, and to distract. 
Real story is in the activities of a 
soldier detail lost in the desert and 
without horses. Had latter angle 
been fully developed, well directed 
and edited, “The Lost Patrol” could 
have easily commanded world wide 
attention. 

Cyril McLaglien shows some real 
stuff and an ability at character 
work which would bring him close 
to his Americanized brother, Vic, 
if given a similar opportunity. As 
the cercgeant in command of the de- 
tail, since the lieutenant, Hawkins, 
is bur yped off by Arabs after trees 


first isappear, McLaglen majors 
both role and performance, 

The :eath of the men, one by one, 
from s iping Arabs who have gath- 
ered < ng the sand hills surround- 
ing the oasis refuge, is well done. 
It is w. .¢ the men are reminiscing 
that the production drags. One 


especially good sequence is a fist 
fight between the boxer and fisher- 
man. 

Suggestion of a nude body de- 
spoiled by the enemy and found 
near the c imp by a religious fanatic 
is vivid. The sergeant’s last stand, 
and conquering of the marauders 
after the others have failed him, 
brings in some trick tripple gun 
shooting ‘:miliar in old American 
westerns. Waly. 


DAR <ENED ROOMS 


(/.LL DIALOG) 

Paramount :~-luction and release. Di- 
rected by — is Gesnier. Adapted by 
Patrick Ko: / ani Melville Baker from 
D Philip CGtbbs. Dialog by 
Patrick Keai: *y. Archi> Stout cameraman. 
At Loew’s N.w York, o> day, Dec. 13, 








is taken to the home of the young 
shipping clerk where his mother can | 
care for her. 

When Smith recovers from the 
accident he doesn’t visit the grl, but 
takes an apartment with another 
hostess. Hearing he has returned 


jealously withheld information  «: 
her whereabouts from the aviat«*, 
Gracie calls the kid a mob of nam”: 
and tears out for the aviator. 

finds him with the other hostess 

Then back to the shipping ¢ 
who tried to make the aviator \ 
the girl and got a black eye for i: ; 
efforts. To cap the reconciliatic: is 
an offer of $200 weekly from te 
dance hall owner for Gracie .! 
Tommy as his featured ballro ~°: 
team. Doesn’t unreel as implau: —-!- 
as it sounds. . 

Melville Brown in_ direc. 
achieved life-like atmosphere tox 
fectively at times, but outsid« 
casting there isn’t any fault to : ‘d 
with the technical handling. It: .ay 
have been impossible to restrain the 
Harold Teen antics of Arthur Lake, 
so greatly in contrast to the draw- 
ing room style of Olive Borden. The 
kid seems naturally as he acts. 
Mother played capably by Margaret 
Geddon. 

Recording. highly sensitive and 
clear throughout, with photography 
good. Cutting slipped up in show- 
ing the same dance scenes for two 


rs 














and believing the shipping cler:'!the previous films which but fea- 


half double bi!’. Running t -:e, 63 minutes. 
, | SPY SP ovesOes sis -Evelyn Brent 
Emory Jarco...... seboeddeses Neil Hamilton 
SONOS GUMPIOR «5 00 c cccvechisece sks Doris Hill 
Tn £0d68046s 6 Feb shee esceeees David Newell 
me, Silvara..... gccoseaseneees Gale Henry 

*t Nelson.......++e0.Wallace MacDonald 
Fogarty... 50 0k0 6% Rlanche Craig 
PAMFOEM c ccccccccoccceccssts HB. Calvert 

De we eeesecccsetsececeess Sammy Bricker 





Evelyn Brent's first starring film 
‘or Paramount but a weak sister to 


tured her. Incongruous story with 
' the incidental action holding spotty 
jinterest. It mainly deals with the 
/usual film subject of spiritualism. 
|'Through that it may be a fair 

vleaser for the neighborhoods. 

Seances with Miss Brent as a 

partner of Neil Hamilton, playing a 

medium, and Hamilton a clairvoyant, 

are the most entertaining. Through- 
out the subject matter spiritualism 

is treated as a grafting racket. A 

few of the more olLvious and minor 
; tricks practiced by mediums are ex- 
| posed, 

Miss Brert is still the ultra-so- 
phisticated «nd hard-boiled miss. 
A bit te» much so for her present 
interr’ ution. Otherwise she stands 


out 1 her supposedly spiritual 
deli G@uring the state of her 
tra? «&. 

J diffic to take Hamilton as 
the seudo pnotist and clairvoy- 
ant, due t« is boyish appearance. 





Other char: -ters are submerged to 
th: two leaus and barely given any 
footage, except for Gale Henry, as 
,a practiced old timer in the game 
|of clairvo, ance, and Doris Hill as 


| tured 


|performance of Downey 


7 


LUCKY IN LOVE 


(ALL DIALOG, with Songs) 

Pathe production and release. Feature 
ing Morton Downey and Betty Lawford. 
RCA sounded, Directed by Kenneth Webb. 
Rohert Kane, supervisor. Story and dia- 
log by Gene Markey. Music by Bud Green 
and Sam H. Stept. ‘‘Love Is a Dreamer,”’ 
theme song. At Colony, New York, week 





Dec. 13. Running time, 76 minutes. 
Michael O*’ More.......+...- Morton Downey 
Lady Cardigan. ........++++: Betty Lawford 
Capt. Fitzroy......... Colin Keith-Johnston 
Earl of Balkerry......... Halliwell Hobbes 
COIMIOER. 2s cc cwocesececceses J. M. Kerrigan 
| Tim er al eccecction «++..Edward McNamara 
Rafferty ......++seee+se++-E0ward O' Connor 
PREY cc cccccesessedoesceeess Richard Taber 
Mate. .ccccccccescccvecevcess’ Mary Murray 
Garth. cccccccccccccoceecee ceCNennee Ware 
I} Feinberg. ....cccccccccccccesess Louis Sorin 
| ee) 
“Lucky in Love” is 90% Morton 
| Downey and 10% romantic back- 


ground for the tenor and his songs. 
The story selected to frame the 
Downey singing is away from the 
backstage formula and, while frail, 
fairy-tailish and unbelievable, serves 
the program purpose mildly. Not 
too much confidence for this one. 
With all of that in mind, it is a 
mystery why Morton Downey is not 
starred in this picture. He is fea- 
along with Betty Lawford, 
comparatively unknown on stage or 


screen. Downey certainly means 
more after his previous film per- 
formances than the trite title 


“Lucky in Love” The 
places him 


picture and the 


possibly can. 


miles above the 
title. 

Downey is Michael O’More, stable 
boy on a royal Irish estate. The 
young mistress of the castle falls 
for him and his voice. Old mortgage 
is dragged in after Mike sails for 
America. Things look rocky for 
Lady Mary and grandpop. 

Mike sailed because the cops were 
after him for socking Capt. Fitz- 
roy, the on-the-make villain. 
Abroad, Mike impresses Abe Fein- 
berg, department store magnate, and 
the latter places him at the 
music counter. That’s more Dow- 
ney’s singing, after all of the sing- 
ing in Ireland. 

“Love Is a Dreamer” 
themer and a fair pop. “For the 
Likes O’ You and Me” and “When 
They Sing the Wearin’ of the Green” 
are just that. 

Kenneth Webb’s directing held 
down the silliness of story that 
could easily have ruined the picture 
if given full play. Some eye-filling 
country scenes for the Erin portion. 

Cast is all-Downey, with Miss 
Lawford, Colin Keith-Johnston, 
Halliwell Hobbes and Louis Sorin 
acting as far as the scenario per- 
mitted them. Keith-Johnston, as 
“Lucky in Love's” heavy, may have 
herein experienced his first film job 
on this side. He came over as star 
of the English “Journey's End” 
(legit) cast. 

Downey’s voice has been suitably 
recorded. His constant singing 
isn’t the sort that fatigues, 


is the 


Bige. 





This Thing Called Love 


(ALL DIALOG) 
Pathe. Directed by Paul Stein under 
supervision of Ralph Block. Adapted by 
Hcrace Jackson from stage play by Edwin 
Burke, Cameraman, Norbert Brodine. At 
Roxy, New York, week Dec. 13. Running 
time, 72 minutes, 
Robert Collings..............Edmund Lowe 
Ann Marvin..... seeeeeesConstance Bennett 
Harry Bertrand..........+....Roscoe Karns 
pane MEP OUMBD 6.66 débocence castes Zasu Pitts 
verez...... teveceseee-Carmelita Geraghty 
SPC See -.. John Roche 


a OST rrr Te 
SPO osascie rr mak Tanten 


ere ewenee 


SbccoeSecbececs Ruth Taylor 
BINNIE s «Go's 4.0000 000600600040 Wee Benge 
BOOT MAAIF S50 0.00 0 68T oo 88 eeeeses- Adele Watson 





On the stage this script was a 
fairly profitable chort-lifer. Its box 
office capabilities as a picture are 
likewise not more than moderately 
optimistic and there may be censor 
trouble in some spots. 

Co-starred are Edmund Lowe and 
Constance Bennett, both engaging 
performers in their parts. But, like 
many “problem” stories, this one 
prefers to leave the problem vaguely 
answered, if at all—and picture 
audiences won’t stand for that sort 
of dodging. 

Scenario follows stage presenta- 
tion with few deviations. Just re- 
turned from Peru, Lowe has plenty 
of dough and is anxious to settle 
down. The man who is attempting 
to have him sign merger papers in- 
vités him to the house for a slant of 
happy married life. Other couples 
are present, and the affair winds up 
in a marital free-for-all. 

But Lowe is stilf unconvinced. 
He asks the business man’s sister- 
in-law to marry him. She consents 
to a business-like marriage, wherein 
she is to be put on straight salary 
for managing a home but doesn’t 
have to sleep with hubby. Both are 
free to neck whom they please on 
the outside. 

Later each deliberately cuts up on 
the side to make the other jealous. 
Things can't continue like that, so 
they decide to be really married. 





Jovce Clairton, 
Dieicy Jtatinetly audible and well 





KATYA an 


FEATURED 


IN F. & M. “ACCORDION” IDEAS 








ODORE 


DANCERS 


THANX TO ALICE GOODWIN 


hand -ed. 

Wil c’end ro one, except perhaps 
Conan Voyle. Chump educator and 
that only snzle to exploit. Might 
be adJed what Houdini tried to do 
on stags |; ‘re illustrated on 
screcn. / d as there are more 
Conan D *s over here than any 
skepii> ‘v..e of, steaming this 





up mi ny On an under cover 








contr Jf go, let it rage. 


As soon as they decide, Lowe starts 


7 ———== 
nagging the wife for admitting she 
was getting amorous with a 
friend. She in turn throws in a few 
digs about his Spanish giri friend, 

This jealousy and husbandly sengg 
of possession are just what the wife 
didn’t like about marriage. She de. 
cides to blow, but hubby locks him. 
self in a room with her. She stjj 
wants to get out, so he hands her a 
skeleton key. Smiling enigmaticahly 
she throws the skeleton key away, 
and the husband cries: “Darling!” 

That isn’t sophistication; it’s the 
nuts. 

Paul Stein, directing, made 
everything obvious. Many giggles 
at the Roxy as Lowe tried to feneigig 
into the bedroom with his $25,099. 
per-year board but not bed bride, 
More sex stuff concerning the mis. 
tress of Lowe’s business friend. This 
mistress parades before her lover's 
wife, bragging about who pays for 
her clothes, and the wife partially 
pulls the clothes off. Picture is ful 
of unfaithful marriage brocolli 

Whenever Lowe goes into light 
comedy, interest picks up. Like. 
wise Stein seems at his begt when 
directing the lighter a 

Constance Bennett i; consistently 
good in performance. A nagging 
wife as handled by Zasu Pitts is an 
irritating and therefore successfy] 
character. Ruth Taylcr has a minor 
part as a dumb wife and handles it 
i} well, Her similarly dumb husband 
iis acted convincingly by Stuart Er- 
|W in. Harry Bertrand busi- 
}ness man with a mistress gets pretty 
| good results in comedy tries. 
Dialog recording not always good 
as projected at the Roxy, which is 
supposed t> have about the best 
equipment in the country. Photog. 
raphy uniformly good. One three- 
minute color sequence in a cafe set, 

Bang. 





as the 


The Marriage Playground 
(ALL DIALOG) 


Paramount production and release Co- 
featuring Mary Brian and Frederic March, 
Directed by Lothar Mendes. Based on Edith 
Wharton's novel, ‘‘The Children.’’ Adapted 
by J. Walter Ruben. Cameraman, Victor 


Merner. At Paramount, New York, week 
Dec. 13. Running time, 70 mins. 

MS CiadiocVeesobbeuabhebeiea ts Mary Brian 
BEMEUE, 6 5 os cecdecsecéecese Frederick ‘sdarch 
Cliff Weader......e- eeee+-Huntley Gordon 
Joyce Weader....-seeee---Lilyan Tashman 
Lady Wrench. ..cccccccceserss: Kay Francis 
Lord Wrench....-cecces--- William Austin 
yy Sem ecccccce-Fnhillip de Lacey 
Mrs. Seegar.......+++ ray y Seena Owen 


A peach of a picture well above 
the satisfaction-giving average of a 
program release and the kind that 
leaves a sense of full-hearted, hu- 
man pleasure behind it. Can be 
booked in safety and exploited with 
confidence. 

It's packed with children, amus- 


(Continued on page 31) 





EVERYTHING in RUBBER 


For the Stage and Screen 
COSTUMES 
ANIMALS 
NOVELTIES 


Exclusive furnishers of all waterproof 
materials to Publix Theatres 


Nopinseal Rubber Mfg. Co. 
19 West 18th St. Watkins 9627 
New York 








RALPH SPENCE 


DIALOGUE FOR M-G-M 


DOROTHY YOST 


WRITING FOR 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


TRADO TWINS 


Featured in 
Fanchon and Marco’s 


“TYPES IDEA” 




















—_, 





Carlena Diamond 


Singing and Dancing 
Harpist 
Featured in F. & M. 
“TYPES” IDEA 

















———— 











JONES and HULL 


Featured in F. & M. “SWEET COOKIES” IDEA 


Thanks to FANCHON & MARCO 
Direction SHALLMAN BROS. 
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CONSTANCE BENNETT | 

i ‘ 
with a brilliant cast including Zasu Pitts, Carmelita | i 4 

Geraghty and Stuart Erwin. Directed by Paul Stein. ie 

Associate producer Ralph Block. 
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ucKY IN Mes PATHE week 


| LOVE Mi on the street of streets! 


MORTON DOWNEY 


Story and dialogue by Gene Markey. Original PORE = with “THIS THING CALLED LOVE” | 
Directed by Kenneth Webb. Supervised by oa 
at the ROXY, and “LUCKY IN LOVE” 


Robert Kane. 
at the COLONY, the week of Decem- 





ber 13, “MR. PATHE” scores a double 


and is strutting high, wide and hand-_ | 


some on The Great White Way. 


And Still. Other Great Theatres Booking 
Still Other Great Box Office Hits from 


LI PATHE E 


ALL MUSIC + ALLSOUND + ALL DIALOGUE 
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Downtown Theatre 
Plays 2d Run Film 
After Suburb’s Ist 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 


Peculiar situation here in picture 
agreement between Harris Amuse- 
ment Co. and R-K-O. Harris, first- 
run house downtown, is to play 
Radio pictures after they’ve been 
shown in a neighborhood house, 
the Sheridan Square, which R-K-O 
operates, 

Harris played second run down- 
towns but went back to first runs 
last summer with straight picture 
policy. 

First instance on record of a 
dowmipwn first run site playing sec- 
ond Tuns of a neighborhood. “Street 
Girl,” which previously played two 
weeks at Sheridan, comes into Har- 
ris next week, to be followed by 
*Rio Rita,” now on run, at Sheri- 
dan. 

Harris will use four R-K-O vaude 
acts with pictures, 


INDIES TAKE OVER 
PUBLIX CAST-OFF 


Shreveport, La., Dec. 17. 

Local Capitol theatre, dropped by 
Publix as a losing proposition three 
weeks ago, has been taken up by 
independents. 

House reopened with “Fox-Movie- 
tone Follies” and will continue 
using Fox pictures almost entirely. 

Claude Hazle Is manager. 

Publix has worked over its Saen- 
ger here, installing sound, and will 
compete with Capitol in the low 
scale field. 

Silent pictures are now entirely 
off the map in Shreveport. 














“Stamboul” to Music 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Universal will probably remake 
“The Virgin of Stamboul,” H. H. 
Van Loan original filmed in 1919 
with Priscilla Dean, as a musical 
talker. 

Femme lead not set but John 
Boles picked for the boy. 

Understanding is that Van Loan 
goes to work for U in January re- 
vising the 10-year-old script and 
writing dialog. 





JOE LaROSE 


PRODUCTIONS 
FOX THEATRES 
























FOX 








Just Touchy 





One of those vaudeville rou- 
tines occured at the Florida 
(Publix) in Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida. 

During the engagement of 
“Dynamite” a lady by tele-’ 
phone inquired of Manager 
Perlberg about the picture and 
asked if there was a theme 
song 

“How Am I To Know,” re- 

plied Perlberg. 

Next day the woman’s hus- 
band called to demand how 
dare Perlberg get smart to Lis 
wife. 





FOX’S 52 FOR PROGRAM; 
GRANDEUR AND COLOR 


Although the number of Fox pic- 
tures for the ’30-31 program has 
not been definitely decided, advance 
talk is that the company will turn 
out 52, or one a week, the same as 
for the current season. 

How many will be in Grandeur, 
if not all, and how many in color 
; are decisions in the distance along 
j with the possibility that Fox next 
|year will definitely quit making si- 
j}lent versions. Fox now has three 








making in Grandeur. 





BOOTH MEN WALKED IN 


| When the current schedule was 
announced last June, the Fox com- 
| pany stated it would not make any 


it 
BUFF 0: NO NOT Silents at all, but later reconsidered 
AL , ICE jin view of the many unwired ac- 





Buffalo, Dec. 17. 

Local Operators’ Union No. 23 
this week called out the union oper- 
ators from about a dozen Buffalo 
neighborhood houses, following a 
long period of negotiations. Union 
demanded two men ih every neigh- 
borhood house booth. 


wo 


With union 
operators now receiving $90.44 per 
week for the neighborhood houses, 
the managers claimed an increase 
under present business conditions 
would be suicide, 

In pulling the men out, union offi- 
cials issued a statement declaring 
that to have one man in the booth 
was @ menace and unsafe. The 
Owners countered with the state- 
ment that the booths have been 
operated by one man for 20 years. 

The union operators walked out at 
5 in the afternoon without notice. 
It necessitated a number of houses 
remaining dark for the end of the 
week. Within 24 hours, however, 
all booths had been manned by li- 
censed non-union operators and all 
of the neighborhood houses are 
again in full operation. No picket- 
ing up to the present time. 

It is reported that the union atti- 
tude is governed largely by the fact 
that the independent owners have 
recently started a school for oper- 
ators. 


Steffes’ Co-op Circus Is 
After 50 Northwest Houses 


Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 

Reports hereabouts are to the ef- 
fect that W. A. Steffes, president 
of the Northwest Theatre Owners’ 
Association and owner of the 
Paradise theatre here, is organizing 
a circuit of 50 theatres throughout 
Minnesota, North and South 
Dakota, Iowa, Montana, Wisconsin 
and northern Michigan. 

Under the Steffes plan, part own- 
ership and supervision of the houses 
will remain with the local inter- 
ests entering the circuit, but the 
operating company will own 51% 
of the stock and contro! the chain’s 
buying power. 





F. N. Options 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
First National has renewed op- 





THEATRE tions on J. Grubb Alexander, Hum- 
Detroit phrey Pearson and Gordon Rigby. 
Mich. 











counts still existing. 


33 of 53 Scheduled 
Metro Films Finished 


With 33 pictures of its approxi- 
mate 53 on the current program 
completed, in production or slated 
for immediate screening, Metro is 
further ahead on its schedule than 
even before at this time of the year. 

Besides the 20 yet to be done, 
M-G-M will make four foreign ver- 
sions under present plans. First 
two will be German versions of 
“Sunkissed,” featuring Vilma Banky, 
and “Anna Christie,” starring Greta 
Garbo and her first talker, already 
completed. No Spanish prints 
planned on either. 

The Hispanic versions will be of 

two Ramon Novarros, but will not 
include his first, “Devil May Care,” 
opening next week at the Astor, 
New York, on a $2 run. 
First from plans will be ‘House 
of Troy,” now in production, with 
Robert Z. Leonard directing. This 
is a Spanish classic, adapted for the 
screen by Bess Meredyth. 


FILM REVIEWS 


(Continued from page 28) 


ingly impudent, touchingly warm 
youngsters who will carry a tre- 
menous appeal to the great home- 
keeping, family-loving American 
public. In the midst of the children 
and for this reason, as for others, 
suggestive of Thomas Meighan, al- 
though in no respect similar as to 
looks, is Frederich March, sharing 
billing with Mary Brian, and getting 
a great break. A couple of pictures 
like this one and March will romp 
upward pronto. 











Miss Brian is_ splendid. This 
young performer has had a fine 
growth. Her work now has sure- 


ness and sympathy. It is impossible 
to think of anyone doing this role 
better. Without having read the 
novel it seems she must very nearly 
approximate Edith Wharton's origi- 
nal of the girl who brought up her 
young brothers and sisters because 
the fashionable parents were too 
busy traipsing about Europe. 

In a production characterized by 
quiet, unostentatious elegance, Par- 
amount has created fullness of nar- 
rative and characterizations. None 
of the puny one-incident plots so 
prevalent nowadays, but the depth 
and breadth of a novel plus that 
good old-fashioned heart tug. 

Lothar Mendes has a product here 
which he can use as a prestige en- 
dorsement. He has done a fine di- 
rectorial job with the valuable co- 
operation of cameraman, sound man 








and directed dialog 
studio last year. 





From my log book of experience in 


The Picture Business 


Year 1928—spent ten months at F. B. O. studios in Hollywood, 
studying production and acting as publicity director. 
Returned to New York, where I acted as assistant to 
Robert T. Kane, head of Pathe Sound Studios. 
here functioned in charge of productions and casting, 


Titles are “Syncopation,” “Mother's 
Boy” and “Lucky in Love. 


Returned to Hollywood six months ago, where I di- 
rected dialogue on seven features for Columbia. Titles 
are :“College Coquette,” “Broadway Scandals,” “Ac- 
quitted,” “Wall Street,” “Broadway Hoofer,” “Mexicali 
Rose” and “The Melody Man.” 


James Seymour 


HOLLYWOOD, 


Telephone Granite 5101 


While 


on three features made at this 


” 


CALIFORNIA 


and, not to slight one always impor- 
tant if ofttime ignored, the cutter. 
But, fundamentally, the _ story 
must get a big chunk of the credit. 
It is rich in the things that make 
films glamorous, as well as arous- 
ing definite sympathetic responses 
in the audience. In other words, 
the spectator is always gpesepee., 
and, 


THE MANXMAN 


(ENGLISH MADE) 
(Silent) 
British International production with no 
| American distributor credited. Directed by 
| Alfred Hitchcock. Based on novel of same 
| title by Sir Hall Caine. Jack Cox, camera- 





| man. At the Little Carnegie, New York, 
| week Dec. 14. Running time, 76 minutes. 

Pete QuilllG@mM. .cccccccsccseves Carl Brisson 

Kate Cregeen....scseees gecccoed Anny Ondra 
| Philip Christian.........+.-- Malcolm Keen 
| Caesar Cregeen. .ccccccccess Randle Ayrton 
| Granny Grege@en....ccccesseesess Clare Greet 





| Antiquated adaptation of best 
| seller of another day, first error. 
Lustreless performance by this all- 
| British cast plus usuai foreign di- 
rection and editing, the second. 
| English locale about the only asset 
| for “The Manxman,” a pancake even 
for the die-hard sure-seaters. 

| Story is unfolded in a stupid ele- 
mentary way. Much footage is de- 
yes = to Caesar’s grog shop where 





| blonde, starts the Kate role, off in 
la barmaid capacity. Of course 
'there’s more—but less. Waly. 





7 _ — 





Seven Directors 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

New claim is that seven di- 
rectors are required to make a 
talking picture. They’re listed 
as screen, dialog, pictorial, 
sound, dance, music and color. 

It’s Don Eddy’s press agent- 
ry angle for Radio, but it raises 
the titles of cameramen and 
technicians, if it gets over. 











CLOSED THEATRE MGR. 
STARTS “TRUST” SUIT 


Kansas City, Dec. 17. 
A suit for $95,000 


against the Famous Players-Lasky 





damages 


Corporation and 14 other picture or- 
ganizations has been filed here by 
Walter O. Burkey, formerly oper- 
ator of the Admiral theatre. 

Burkey alleges” the defendants 


maintained a trust in restraint of 
trade. He charges it forced him to 
close his theatre, and that the offi- 
cials of the defendant companies or- 
ganized a pool, combination or trust 
a few years ago for the purpose of 
regulating and controlling the film 
industry. 





Reeds’ Final Decree 


Los .Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Superior Judge Schauer granted 
Naomi Childers Reed her final decree 
of divorce from Luther Reed, direc- 
tor. 

Miss Reed gets the custody of 
their 8-year old son Peter, $250 
weekly alimony and an allowance 
of $250 a month for the child. 





Considine’s Visit 
Hollywood, Dec. 1T. 

John W. Considine, Jr., and 
Howard Emmett Rogers are en- 
route to New York. 

Considine will look over the play 
market for future United Artist 
product. 





(W. E. THROWS OFF 25% 


DOWN FOR WIRING 


Sacrifice of its 25% down pay- 
ment, reported from within as cov- 
ering the manufacturing costs of 
its equipment, which is set to be 


officially announced by Western, 
is regarded by competitors as de- 
signed to offset the cheaper de- 
vices in the field. 

Radio’s Photophone, 
Western through 
ship with A. T. & T., does not in- 
tend to alter its present policy 
with the new Western system which 
records the lowest down payment of 
any equipment in the field. 

Radio's executives say WesStern’s 
lowest price remains $7,000, and 
that the only advantage to the ex- 
hibitor is that .there is no lump 
sum at the start, while his weekly 
pay-in for years is jacked up to 
nearly $100. 

Radio was one of the last of the 
lesser equipment companies to cut 
its price. Its lewest price equip- 
ment, good only for smallest house- 
es, sells for $2,995.. That requires a 
down payment of $299, with the 
remaining payments averaging 
$36.66, weekly. 

Up to last week, although the 
contracts signed were claimed in 
excess of 500, Radio admitted it has 
yet to make its first installation of 
this model. Slowness in mass pro- 
duction is claimed by séveral re- 





related to 
General's sister- 


cently identified with Photophone 
as chief reason for their with- 
drawal. 


Although Western salesmen have 
reported being instructed to go after 
theatres with any equipment ex- 
cept Photophore, execs in the lat- 
ter company believe that the West- 
ern price adjustment means a drive 
against every competitive equip- 
ment in the business. 





Furthman’s Move 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Jules Furthman, scenarist, leaves 
Paramount after four years to join 
Fox. 
Moves Jan. 1. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 





sure-thing tip racket. 
and makes contacts by introducing 


bet at big odds. 


money. 





incidents “with Biograph” or on other historic lots. 
say he is the brother of a noted jockey and has the inside on a sure 
He agrees to place a bet for 140-to-1 or something like 
that, and that is the first olive out of the bottle. 
Jones and tells her her horse won and he’s on the way over with the 


Lot of Hollywood femmes stung but persuaded not to squawk on a 
Racketeer is one of the “good old days” boys 


himself to old-timers and recalling 
He then goes on to 


Later he calls up Mrs. 


Then he phones another girl, explains who he is and what he has to 
(Continued on page 45) 
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MONTE BLUE 


in 


“Isles of 
Escape” 


Warner Bros. 
Vitaphone Release 








Anny Ondra, pretty but inoffensive 


| for the screen 








Max Factors Make-Up 
Used Exclusively 


True-to-life characters are easily created with Max Factor’s Make-Up: Flexi- 
bility, purity, naturalness are only a few of the qualities which cause leading 
celebrities of stage and screen to use Max Factor’s Make-Up exclusively. 


| When you see Monte Blue in “Isles of Escape,” note the make-up...and 


it is Max Factor’s. 


iry on any make-up 
ress: S; 


remem 


Your 
tion. A 


problem will receive immediate attention. No obliga- 
YWO0D, CALIF 
STUDIO, HOLLYWOOD, 4 


oe MAX FACTOR MAKE-UP 
ollywood Blvd. at Highland Ave. 


At All Leading Drug Stores 


Max Factor’s 
| PANCHROMATIC 
and TECHNICOLOR 
| MAKE-UP 





Max Factor’s 
Theatrical Make-Up 
FOR THE STAGE 
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ie “Tops all previous 
’ air thrillers by 5000 feet!” 


— New York Daily Mirror 


























» « » » blazing across the heavens, 
laughing at death, thrilling the world. A punch-packed 
drama of daring youth fighting against terrific odds. 


with ; 


JOHN GARRICK 


the screen's latest “find” 





Read these non-stop raves: 


“For thrills, action, sound, acting, production, “THE SKY 
HAWK’ tops all previous air thrillers by 5,000 feet. What a 
movie! A lulu. New. Fresh. Exciting. Tasteful. Dignified. 
Convincing. One of the best talk and sound movies of the year.” 
—New York Daily Mirror. 


GILBERT EMERY 


“Distinguished by some of the most realistic and heart-stopping Story by 
sequences seen during a full season of photodrama. The battle scenes 

between the Zep and the plane are guaranteed to leave the nerves tant Llewellyn Hughes 
with excitement. It is stirring drama and enthralling entertainment.” Directed by 


—New York American. 


JOHN BLYSTONE 


An all talking romance 


“It is a thrilling, well-acted, expertly directed film... diverting and enter- 
of daring birdmen 


taining. Amazingly well done.” —New York Telegram. 





HELEN CHANDLER 4 





“Profoundly thrilling. It has you gripping your seat.” — New York Evening World. — WIL eae FOX 
“A melodrama of the skies which has not been equalled in its adroit handling, its Now Plavi 
competent acting, its authentic atmospheric effects, or the tonal quality of the par- ying 
eeceel Ley film that even in its early stages catches one’s cope he aie is A | t T Y 
“Enjoyable . . exciting . . the production as a whole is admirable.” —New York Sun. N. Y.,at $2 
“The thrill is a mighty one. A real motion picture.” —New York World. FO A ' 









business 





Sof WM! SUNNY SIDE UP py JRokeie peteon 


Set anew box-office 

















altitude record with 
this all talking smash 
| } from 
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Keith’s Stops Money Advances 





To Actors, Agents and Others; 
Over $1 30,000 Now Outstanding 





Keith’s no longer will be an easy 
touch for actors, agents or pro- 
ducers. It’s not going to be touched 
at all, according to the decision 
reached by the new heads of the 
R-K-O booking office. 

On the Keith books as advances 
to either of the three classes is 
$150,000, mostly gotten before the 
gomination of Keith’s by Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum. The few who have 
gince borrowed from Keith’s are 
reported no more prompt in their 
repayments than have been the 
others. Most of the advance ac- 
cumulated in the E. F. Albee days 
when Ted Lauder, in charge of the 
booking .office, was the good time 
Charlie for the touchers. 

The practice started through ad- 
vances to act producers, to aid 
them in completing productions. 
Agents who said they wanted to 
produce started to ring’ in. When 
gome actors found it was pretty 
easy to ease into the Keith bank 
account, they commenced to pile 
up. 

Now the padlock is on, with acts 
and agents who say they must have 
some money in advance to find they 
are talking to themselves if in 
Keith’s booking office. Since Keith’s 
has almost stopped playing act- 
productions by outside producers 
and making no request for this style 
of turn, the producers no longer 
have an alibi for sugar ahead. 

Most of the borrowers have 
promised to pay off in weekly in- 
stallments, these amounts to be de- 
ducted from salaries of acts, or re- 
paid by the agents with their own 
checks. Instead it is said the debt- 
ors have stalled Keith’s, which has 
carried their accounts. In some 
cases the acts or agents believ 
they have Keith’s in the box an 
feel secure in their position or 
route; that Keith’s must carry them 
along to get its money back. 

Traveling $10,000 

One act is said to have borrowed 
$10,000 from Keith’s. When leaving 
Keith’s for picture houses, it in- 
duced the new agent to take up the 
Keith’s loan. When the new agent 
found after some months the act 
had paid nothing on account, the 
agency suggested a new agent once 
more. With the act changing again 
the latest agent assumed the tour- 
ing $10,000 loan. It still remains 
the same 10. ) 

During the recent stock market 
breaks Keith’s is reported to have 
been flooded with applications from 
its peopl* *-- -"wvances. It turned 
down all of them. 

Keith’s has been the only circuit 
go liberal with its money. 


Closing Epidemic 


Epidemic of act closing is spread- 
ing. About 10 acts have been pulled 
er cancelled after the first or second 
shows in Keith New York theatres 
recently. 

Two closings on one bill at the 
Jefferson last week raised the total 
to an unprecedented amount. So 
far all of the sudden closings have 
occurred in New York. 

Cancellations are attributed to the 
acts’ weakness, practically all turns 
closing being booked and bought 
cheaply. In some instances the 
Presence of a money “name,” or 
transient picture piayer, placed a 
Prohibitive limit on the salary avail- 
able for supporting turns. 


$2,000 for Ripley 


Believe it or not, «R! L. Ripley is 
going into vaude for 11 weeks at 
$2,900. 

Cartoonist, who built his idea into 
@ syndicated newspaper feature and 
@ volume, opens in Boston Jan. 11 
and then comes to the Palace, New 
York, where he is penciled in for 
two weeks. 














STATE’S ALL-GIRL SHOW 


Grace and Marie Eline, all-girl 
unit, replaces the customary six 
acts at Loew’s State, New York, 
week of Jan. 4 





+ 


: Nick Gyory continues as manager 
or Lita Grey Chaplin, and was not 


replaced by James McKowen as re- 
Ported. 








Frisco Dancer Says Auto 





Salesman Attacked Her, 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 

Mrs. Fern Barnett, local 
dancer, caused the arrest here last 
week of Max Quintel, auto sales- 
man, on a statutory charge. She 


vaude | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


accuses him of assaulting her twice | 


in one night when he promised to 
drive ber home. 


Dancer, giving her age as 19, said 
she was the wife of Clifford M. 
Barnett, Los Angeles theatrical 
man. 


MONTGOMERY AGAIN; 
THIS TIME—STEALING 


Billy Montgomery was found guilty 
on a charge of shoplifting before 
Justices Herbert, Kernochan and 
Healy in Special Sessions, New 
York, Monday. The 50-year-old for- 
mer stage comedian and ex-husband 
of Florence Moore: gave his ad- 
dress as 348 West 48th street, New 
York. 

Montgomery was remanded to the 
Tombs for sentence Dec. 23. Three 
years in the penitentiary can be im- 
posed on him under the charge. His 
arrest was caused Dec, 9 by Frank- 
lin-Simon, department store, charg- 
ing him with stealing a suit and 
overcoat valued at $99. 

Last year Montgomery was picked 
up in New York for possessing 
narcotics and sent to the work- 
house for a six months’ cure. 

A press announcement circulated 
in New York Monday stated Billy 
Montgomery would be among the 
old timers in a revue to be pro- 
duced by Will Morrissey. 


Bill’s Routine 


Montgomery has been around the 
Square of late, looking better than 
he has for years. Well dressed, he 
frequented the hotel lobbies, ex- 
plaining he was running a speak 
near by and playing the piano him- 
self. 

It’s a spiel he has used for five 
years. When finishing, Bill adds: 

“Now if you will just slip me a 
little for the last time, you know 
how I'll feel, but don’t let anyone 
see you slipping me in here.” 











Landis Can’t Bill Wife as 
Former Femme Support 


Major Donovan has _ restricted 
Cullen Landis from using the name 
of Helen Wilson as his assistant in 
his act, “‘There Goes the Bride,” now 
on the R-K-O time. 

Helen Wilson complained to the 
Variety Managers’ Association she 
has not appeared with Cullen Lan- 
dis since May, and that his present- 
assistant is his wife, Loca Hern, 
billed as Helen Wilson. 


Almost a Repeat 


Motoring through Bridgehampton, 
L. I., the same place where Harry 
Kranz was killed, and other show 
people injured, several weeks ago, 
Benny Ross and Ethel Costello, 
vaude team, narrowly escaped when 
their car turned over in a ditch. 

Couple were but slightly injured, 
but severely shaken up, and had to 
cancel a date in Easthampton, L. I., 
at the same house the Kranz party 
was bound for at the time of their 
crash. 


N. V. A.’s New Year’s Eve 


Reservations are being accepted 
for the N. V. A. New Year’s Eve 
celebration at the club Tuesday 
night, Dec. 31. 

Midnight supper, dancing and en- 
tertainment are included in the $10 
plate charge. 














Rubin’s Term 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Benny Rubin’s six month trial 
contract with M-G has been super- 
ceded with a term optional ticket 
ealling for double the salary. 

It also places him in a position 
to write his own stories as well as 
act in them, 


iSeven Hayden Gloria Girls, 











DOUG 


LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD | 
In “Hit-Bits of 1929” 


RUTH 


With Ted Eddy and Band, the 
Babs | 
Day and Gattison Jones and Elsie 
Elliott. 

This week (Dec. 18), 
Oakland, Calif. 

Costumes by Saul Burger Modes, 
Ine. 


Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN 


Orpheum, | 











Comic Lays Off as Asked; | 
Last Half Bill Over Budget 


Ken Murray will lay off the last 
half of next week (18) instead of 
playing the Madison, Brooklyn, as 
booked, in order to help the RKO 
bocking office avoid exceeding the 
house budget. 


George Godfrey, head of Keith's 
eastern booking department, and 
personally booking the Madison, is 
reported to have declared his staff 
would be criticized for going over 
the cost of the average bill the week 
before Xmas. Murray was asked 
to remain idle and acquiesced. 


On the same bill at the Madison 
is Chester Conklin from pictures. 
Conklin is reported asking $2,500 
for vaude. It was Conklin’s salary, 
from accounts, which pushed the 
Madison last half bill over the 
budget, with the booking office 
forced to ask Murray to cancel. 


Adagioer’s Fall 


. Pittsburgh,. Dec. 17. 

Hazelle, of Malinoff Foursome, 
adagio quartet, narrowly escaped 
serious injury here last week while 
playing Stanley when two of her 
partners, tossing her through the 
air at third partner on opposite 
side of stage, let go at different 
times. She went hurtling to the 
floor. Girl managed to break fall 
with knee, saving her head from 
crashing solidly on stage. 


Number was only half over, but 
pluckily Hazelle picked herself up 
and went on with the most difficult 
part of routine as though nothing 
had happened, She had to be as- 
sisted from the stage when the cur- 
tain fell. 


Act had two or three other nar- 
row escapes during week, due to 
limited space on Stanley stage. 














Sullivan Disappears 


Joe Sullivan, Keith agency part- 
ner of Nat Sobel, has disappeared 
without leaving a forwarding ad- 
dress. According to Sobel, Sullivan 
blew without notice. 

No trace of Sullivan could be 
found at his former New York resi- 
dence, and up to yesterday (Tues- 
day) his whereabouts was unknown 
to Keith’s. Meanwhile, Sobel is do- 
ing a solo with the bag. 





Settle for 50% 


Ruth Mix, recently in one of the 
deposed RKO units, has been re- 
leased by the Keith office. Miss Mix 
still had seven and a half weeks to 
go on her contract. 

Reported that Keith’s made a/'| 
compromise settlement by taking up | 
the contract on a 50 per cent basis. | 








Looking for Pollard 
Upon receipt from Australia of | 
word from a sister of Fred Pollard 
(Charles Bindloss) of Davis and 
Pollard, vaude, the N. V. A. has 
started a search. 
Pollard was last geen in New | 
York vaude offices seeking dates. 


| whom 


| film, 


Esther Ralston Taking Chances On 


————— 


Her Life in Vaude, Thinks Film Star 
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Lunch Clubs Rile Frisco 
Mers. Over Phoney Billing 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 


Business men’s luncheon clubs 





here have roused the ire of the the- | 


atrical managers, 
Before the advent of the talking 
picture, acts appearing at the local 


| vaude houses were coaxed to these 


luncheons to do their stuff. In re- 
turn, they got a meal and may- 
be a line or two in the papers 
When vaudeville went out a dearth 
of talent set in. Pressed for enter- 
tainment, the luncheon secretaries 
or committees began recruiting per- 
formers from any- source and pre- 
senting them as “recent stars of 
such-and-such a show or picture.” 


Most recent instance of alleged 
misrepresentation, according to the 
complaining theatrical managers, 
was the appearance of two mediocre 
singers at a big luncheon, one of 
was introduced as having 
played “four weeks at Keith's Pal- 
ace, New York,’ and the other as 


| “one of the hits of ‘Hollywood Re- 
| vue’.” Singers had neither played 


the Palace nor been in the revue 
according to the managers, 
who are squawking plenty. 


JOHN HONAN DIES IN 
BOSTON DRESSING ROOM 


Just 15 minutes before Helen 
Honan and Folks, vaude act, went 
on at the old Howard theatre, Bos- 
ton, Dec. 13, John J. Honan, 55, 
collapsed in his dressing room. As 
a doctor worked over her father, 
Miss Honan and her grandfather 
went on and did as much of the 
act as possible under the circum- 
stances. Mrs. Honan, also in turn, 
remained at the side of her hus- 
band. Cause of Honan’s demise 
was given as acute indigestion. 


Honan act went to Boston to play 
a double date, appearing first at 
the Bowdoin Square and _ then 
walking to the Howard to repeat, 
only a short distance away. 

Body was brought to New York, 
the N. V. A. arranging funeral ser- 
vices from St. Malachy’s church 
yesterday (Tuesday) with in- 
terment in Gates of Heaven Ceme- 
tery, near Kensico, N. Y. 











Two Chi Divorces 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Marriage is a great institution, 
but it isn’t for the care of husbands. 
Two showgirls proved that last 
week, 

Lucille Massanari and Peggy Row- 
land complained to local courts that 
they were tired of supporting their 
mates and charged them with cru- 
elty and non-support besides, Courts 
agreed with the girls, for they’re 
now using the entire pay check for 
themselves. 





Collins Out Again 


Johnny Collins is through as a 
scout for Keith’s. He is understood 
to have sent in his resignation from 
Chicago. 

Collins has been on the road for 
several weeks making his head- 
quarters in Chicago and Montreal. 
He was assigned to scout duty upon 
returning to Keith’s after a pre- 
vious dismissal. 





Valiee at Par, N. Y. 


Harry Richman goe~ into the 
Paramount,  Erooklyn, for four 
weeks starting Jan. 3, replacing 
Rudy Vallee as m. c. Vallee re- 


turns to the New York Paramount 
for indefinite stay. 





The start of Esther Ralston’s 
vaudeville tour has been anything 
but pleasant. Miss Ralston already 
feels she has been through the war. 
Now if escaping with her life she 
will consider herself lucky. 

“Tt has been awful, simply awfu),” 
Miss Ralston panted, as she rushed 
into her dressing room from off the 
stage of the Palace, New York. 

“It’s not only the hard work but 
the things that happen to you,” 

“What has happened?” the 
ture girl was asked, 

“What has happened! I've al- 
ready had my back sprained, my hip 
strained and two bones in my right 
foot broken. I still have it strapped. 

“At this rate I won't be alive 
when I end my tour. I'm going 
around the world, you know; that 
is, if * can stand the ordeal. 

“It’s all dreadful. I've had a 
sore throat and a cold, too. And 
when you have a sore throat and 
cold when doing picture work, you 
stay home. But not in vaudeville. 
No matter how tired, br ised or 
sick I am, I have to be kere and 
there and meet a lot of people. I'm 
worn out,” she sighed. 


Slapped and Pinched 


Even coming across the continent 
Miss Ralston suffered bodily injury 
from her film fans. In different 
places fans who had often written 
to her turned out to see her. In 
Chicago her hand was almost torn 
off by a man who tried to snatch 
her glove. In another place a girl 
fan whom she had spoken to slapped 
her as hard as she could across the 
back as Esther got into a taxi. 

Other fans» pinched her 
snatched at her dress. 
world seems to be out to beat her 
up, Miss Ralston thinks, 

The film star feels about ready 
to retire. If she had not gotten in 
vaudeville she would have. The 
chances are that she will never re- 
turn to pictures, Miss Ralston said. 
She has been at them 13 years. 

If the talkers had wanted her, 
Miss Ralston might have remained, 
but she doesn’t feel at present like 
making any great effort to return. 

Miss Ralston looked pretty snappy 
in spite of all she’s been through. 
She is preparing herself for any 
future dangers. 

May get used to it in time, she 
says. 


pic- 


and 





Trailers for Acts 


Keith's is considering produc- 
tion of sound trailers for as many 
as possible. Trailer made by Es- 
ther Ralston is said to have insti- 
gated the idea. 

If it is found that the making of 
trailers for every act cannot be done 
due to cost and other difficulties, 
circuit will likely only make trail- 
ers of the intact units and headliners 
or such attractions as have been 
given long routes. Probable system 





fwill be an okay on a trailer if 


sufficient time has been laid out 
on the turn. Abe Brin has been 
placed in charge of the trailers. 

Trailers will probably be made 
at the RCA Gramercy studio, 


Sam Sidman’s School 


Cleveland, Dec. 17. 
Sam Sidman, veteran comedian, 
has started a school of acting here. 
Titled the Cleveland Dramatic 
Academy. 








Dancers in Films 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Radio has given contracts to these 
songsters and dancers: Dorothy 
Baker, Alice Adair, Violetta Ray, 
Charlotte Ray, Bernice Graves, Lee 
Kinney, Sylvia Birdall, Dorothy 
Hahn and Marjorie Crosby. + 























Bargain Xmas Gift 


VARIETY 


For Two (2) Years, $15, Sent Anywhere 


Nothing beats “Variety” for a steady present to show folks, friends 
or relatives interested in the show business at home or abroad 


One Year’s Subscription (Regular Price), $10 
Two Years (Special Price), $15 
HOLDS GOOD UNTIL NEW YEAR’S 
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LOEW'S 25-50%, 
“COIN LEAP FOR 
PLUG MONTH 


| Loew's 





will increase its budget 
|for all vaude bills from 25 to 50% 
| next month when the circuit stages 
celebration 
and attention. This 
goes for both the vaude and picture 
theatres and is in addition to 


its “January Festival” 


;for extra biz 


Loew’s increased advertising and 
| exploitation appropriation for the 
| month, 


Average cost of the five act Loew 
vaude bills in New York houses is 
around $2,500. Road average is $3,- 
000. Manhattan average is ex- 
ceeded only at the State, New York, 
and Metropolitan, Brooklyn, where 
the circuit’s strongest shows are 
| played. 
| Booking office is now setting the 
| expensive January bills with per- 
jmission to considerably exceed the 
inormal budget. Number of acts to 





a bill may be increased in some 
spots along with the elevation in 
quality. 


These expensive bills are antici- 
pated to partly pay for themselves 
with the added exploitation in back 
of them. Also, it is hoped, they 
will build good will. 


PUBLIX PRODUCERS WILL 
GET CHANCE AT SHORTS 


All Publix unit producers will be 
given a chance to direct film shorts 
starting after New Years. Pro- 


ducers will be asked to submit 
ideas which will be passed upon 
by A. J. Balaban, head of the pro- 
duction and short departments. 

First experimental idea has been 
turned out by Frank Cambria, who 
has already completed two subjects 
with a third in the offing. Louis 
McDermott, recently brought east 
from Chicago, by Publix, will make 
a short around the middle of Janu- 
ary. McDermoit’s idea is based 
around a song and will be designed 
for atmospheric novelty. Other 
Publix producers slated for shorts 
include Jack Partington, 
Niggemeyer, and Boris Petroff. 

Another short angle now being 
discussed is the revived idea of 
reproduction on film intact of the 
Publix stage units. 

Latest batch of shorts scheduled 
at the Astoria studios include Billy 
House, Agnes DeMille, Jimmy 
Barry, George Dewey Washington, 
Marie Gamby) Gamberelli, a 
Schwab and Mandel subject. Will 
be turned out before Jan. 1. 











RKO’s Tues. Switch 


With New Year’s Eve falling on 
a Tuesday this year, all RKO split 


week houses in New York will 
change shows on that day instead of 
Wednesday. Switch, okayed by Joe 
Plunkett, is with the idea of grab- 
bing off extra midnight perform- 
ances. 

Houses included are the 81st St., 
Regent, Hamilton, Coliseum, Royal, 
Franklin, Chester, Fordham, 58th 
St. and 86th St. Other RKO grinds 
will give extra shows but without 
interruption and at no increase in 
scale. 


N 





RKO ORCHESTRA CHECK 


Milton Schwarzwald, RKO’s gen- 
eral musical director, is on an or- 
chestra check-up tour of all circuit 
houses through midwest and 
Canadian territory. 

Schwarzwald will cover Chicago, 
Milwaukee and surrounding vicini- 
ties before going to Winnipeg. He 
then hops to Minneapolis for the 
opening of the RKO Seventh Ave- 
nue Dec. 21. 





TANGUAY HEADLINING 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Strand, Long Beach, Cal, has 
switched from musical tab and pic- 
tures to vaudfilm, Eva Tanguay 
heads the first bill, 
Three acts will be used with Jean 
Meiklepohn booking the house, 





Back in Vaude 


Phil Baker leaves the cast of 
“Pleasure Bound” Dec. 27 and 











shortly thereafter opens for RKO. 


Charles} 





BILLY AND ELSA NEWELL 
Songs by Ned Joyce Heaney 


“Two of vaudeville’s most de- 
lightful and expert clowns. The 
Helen Morgan business must be seen 
to be believed.”—Gene Turner, N. Y. 
“TELEGRAM.” 

Week Dec. 14, RKO, Rochester. 

Direction JACK CURTIS—BER- 
NARD BURKE. 





AIR LEAPS COMMON 
Many Acts Now Jumping by Plane 
For Publicity—1 Turn Makes 6 








Jumping acts by airplane for pub- 
licity purposes, with the theatres 
paying the fare, is coming into gen- 
eral use. 

Acts capable of backing up the ex- 
ploitation and willing to chance the 
air route are propositioned by the 
stand ahead and brought into town 
with much ballyhoo. Women are 
especially attuned to this sort of 
space. 

Newspapers have indicated they 
are, agreeable to co-operate and con- 


sider the entrance of an act into 
town by air legitimate news. Fre- 
quency with which several man- 


agers have used ’plane jumps to 
gain attention has not dampened 
the dailies’ decision. 

In a few instances acts have 
bought their own air tickets for the 
personal plug, but most of the air 
rides for vaudevillians are at the 
managers’ expense. One turn re- 
cently made six consecutive jumps 
by plane, all paid for by the the- 
atres concerned. 

First prominent use by an act of 
a plane for publicity use was that of 
Muriel Kaye, dancer, in Texas about 
two years ago, She had a plane, 
pilot, and press agent, 


Sue House for $1,000 


Lyons and Lyons, through Attor- 
ney Julius Kendler, has filed suit 
in Municipal Court, New York, 
against Billy House, vaude comic, 
now with R-K-O, for $1,000 agents’ 
fees claimed to have accrued 
through House’s earnings between 
March 23 and Oct. 12 of this year. 

Agents maintain that they held a 
contract with House whereby they 
were to act as his managers. 











AKRON—A FULL WEEK 
Akron, O., Dec. 17. 

Keith’s drops its band policy this 
Saturday (Dec. 21) to return to 
vaudfilm. Five act bills, booked 
out of New York, will play a full 
week, 

Presentation policy supplanted 
three weeks ago, a band and m.c. 
supporting three acts sent in from 
Chicago. 





PIANISTE’S ONE WEEK 


Omaha, Dec. 17, 

Margaret Shotwell, the highly 
publicized pianiste, plays the Or- 
pheum (Keith) next week at a net 
of $800. Miss Shotwell is a home 
town girl. 

Local date is the only Keith en- 
gagement set for the girl. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Jack King, son of Floyd King, 
former owner Cole and Gentry cir- 
cuses, seriously ill of pneumonia in 
Fort Dodge, Ia. 

Mrs. Fred Meredith (Meredith and 
Snoozer, Jr.), taken ill while play- 
ing the State-Lake, Chicago. May 
submit to an operation. 

Nellie Gray (Gray and Grateaw), 
is confined in ward J.B. 1, Garfield 
hospital, Washington, D. C. 











Write to the Ill and Injured 


Loew's New Kind of Vande Will 
Be Presentation Unit Changed 
To Variety, Not Stereotyped 





ss 


ONLY ONE MORAN WITH 
MACK, SAYS GEO. MORAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

George Moran, who recently walk- 
ed out on Charles Mack on eve of 
starting “‘Two Black Crows of A. 
E. F.” for Paramount, states that 
he is the only George Moran or 
“Moran” to work with Mack in 
the past 13 years. Moran states 
that when he and Mack first joined, 
he was asked to use the name of 
Swor, which was that of Mack's 
previous partner. Moran says that 
he refused and for one year they 
worked under the team name of 
Swan and Mack. At that time Max 
Hart suggested the name of Moran 








and Mack, used by the team ever 
since. 
Moran says that about a year 


ago he changed his name legally 
from George Searcy to George 
Moran and that .at the same time 
the name of Mack was made legal 
from Mack’s own name which was 
Charles E,. Selders. 

Moran states that only time Bert 
Swor has appeared with Mack is 
at present in the Paramount pic- 
ture, 

Moran through his attorney, E. E. 
McCullough, will bring suit to re- 
strain Swor or Mack or both from 
using the Moran name‘on either 
stage, screen or radio. 





TEXAS FRIDAYS 


Interstate Starts Dec. 27—Dallas 
Mors. Say Wednesdays Are Hurt 








Dallas, Dec. 17. 

Beginning Dec. 27, the Interstate 
Majestic wili go to Friday openings, 
the same as Publix. This leaves no 
Saturday openings in town. 

Managers along Elm street are 
complaining that Friday openings 
hurt Monday business. 


RKO Will Continue Idea 
Contests—One a Month 


Due to the results obtained in the 
manageria! national exploitation idea 
contest conducted during November, 
RKO will arrange similar contests, 
under present plans, for every 
month in the year. Three, four. or 
more, prizes; are to be awarded. 

Four prizes given for national ex- 
ploitation idea go to Mickey Ross, 
Orpheum, Sioux City; Jack Ed- 
wards, Orpheum, Salt Lake City; 
William La Portes, Erlanger, Phil- 
adelphia, and James J. Brennan, 
Capitol, Trenton, N. J. 

Gross’ first prize idea was a pop- 
ular working girls’ contest to se- 
lect the most liked working girl, 
$100 in gold and a radio going to 
local winners. Edwards’ stunt was 
arrangements with interurban rail- 
read ticket agents in Salt Lake 
City selling RKO tickets along with 
railroad ducats. 

This month the house managers 
are competing in a contest to in- 
crease matinee business. 


CALIGARY BROS. JAN. 17 


Caligary Bros., pantomine team, 
will make their first American ap- 
pearance in New York at the Capitol 
(pictures), Jan. 17. Act is begin- 
ning a 50-week tour of the Loew 
circuit. 

Booked through Ned Dobson of 
the Jerry Cargill office. 


SIOUX CITY CHANGE 


Sioux City, Dec. 17. 
Orpheum has changed policy. 
Vaudfilms Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday. Last half pictures only. 

















Verdict on Rasch Act 

Arbitrary decision in the dis- 
pute of Weeden-Schultz vs. Paddy 
Schwartz over commission on a date 
played at the Palace, New York, by 
the Albertina Rasch Dancers awards 
the commission to Weeden-Schultz. 

It was contended Schwartz un- 
knowingly booked the act before the 
Rasch girls had secured the neces- 
sary release from Weeden-Schultz, 
its previous Keith agents. Ben Pi- 








azza made the ruling. 





{ fashion 


As reported the Loew’s booking 
office intent of playing a presenta. 
tion unit in its vaudeville houses 
goes beyond the mere playing, with 


the first show of that kind booked 
for Baltimore, to break in, week 
Dec. 21. 

It now goes into the experimental] 
class through Loew’s trying to re- 
the presentation into a 
vaude stage unit without added 
weekly cost. Three of the presenta- 
tion’s turns, considered suitable for 
that purpose, but unsuited for a 
vaude stage, have been dropped out, 
with three regular acts substituted, 

As framed at present the vaude- 
presentation will hold Collins and 
Peterson, Patti Spear, Jolly and 
Smith, Rodian Trio, Horton Spurr. 
With these will travel 12 chorus 
girls and the original presentation’s 
production. The pit band will go on 
the stage and most of the acts, pos- 
sibly all, will appear before it in the 
vaudeville houses. Vic Hyde is 
staging the unit show. 

The vaude-presentation will run 
from 60 to 70 minutes. During it 
the chorus line will appear at three 
different times, this taking up from 
seven to 10 minutes of the running 
time. 

In the line up are two two-men 
acts of different styles, one single 
girl and one single man, with the 
trio, adagio, having two girls in it, 
other than the 12 girls of the chorus, 

32 Weeks 

Following Baltimore the unit will 
take up the Loew circuit at the cus- 
tomary opening stand, Richmond, 
playing 14 weeks before it comes 
into New York for Loew’s city time. 
Units approved by Loew’s booking 
hedds will be able to play around 32 
weeks, without repeats. This will 
be divided between 20 weeks in 
Loew's vaude and 12 in Loew’s pres- 
entation houses. 

With this hybrid show, a new kind 
for vaudeville and first presented in 


this way by Loew’s for vaude- 
ville theatres, Loew’s backers 
are of the opinion that they 


are giving vaude a new kind of 
entertainment, away from stereo- 
typed vaude, They . have cone 
fidence in the try but state they will 
judge solely by audience reception. 
The bookers believe the public may 
want a different kind of variety 
served in a different way, but they 
hold no faith in the “new faces and 
managerial” bunk. 

The Loew booking bookers are 
not going to Baltimore until the 
close of the opening week, to allow 
the show to become set before views 
ing it. 


17 Loew Musicians Back 


Return of 17 musicians to Loew 
theatres in New York and Brook- 
lyn, following their ousting when 
the houses went sound, took place 
recently. Contractual rights of an 
agreement entered into by the cir- 
cuit with the musicians were re- 
spected by the houses after the 
matter had been placed before the 
Variety Managers’ Association. 

At the time the contract was 
signed it was agreed that certain 
circuits employ a certain number of 
musicians in each house. 

The V. M. A. upheld the conten- 
tion of Local 802 that 17 men be re- 
tained for the remainder of the 
season. 


SALARY STRAIN 
Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

“Rio Rita” is playing the Or- 
pheum, San Diego, Cal., with vaude 
out for the week. Kelso Brothers’ 
unit, booked into the Orpheum, was 
— to the Strand, Long Beach, 

al. 

Top for a vaude pill at the Strand 
is $2,300 with the Kelso contract 
calling for $3,281. San Diego house 
made up the difference. 





Bernard-Squires for Loew 
Bobby Bernard and Louise 
Squires, formerly with Bert Gor- 
don, open as a new act for Loew's 
at the Bay Ridge, Dec. 18. 





Leonard’s Loew Route 
Eddie Leonard goes over from 
Keith's to Loew’s. 
Opens for the latter circuit Dec. 
21 at the State, New York. 
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Sing-in’ in the bath-tub,_. Hap- Py, once a-gain, Watch-in’ al troub-les_. go swing-in downthe 
Sing-in? in the bath-tub, Sit-tin’ all a-lone,.. Tear- in’ ou ton - sil, Just like a bar-i- 

















abe MAE od : 
eo Sing-in’ through the soap suds, Life is full o’ hope; You can sing with feel- ing,— 
Nev-er take a- show-er Its an aw-ful pain, Sing-ir in the show-ers— 


WORDS 
mu 3. ,\o 

~While feel-ing for the soap, ring a- round the bath-tub, Is-nt so nice to 
uananann \ ~ Like sing-in’ in the rain. eres dirt to be a - bol-ished But dont for-get one 
WASHINGION 


AND CLEARY \ = ring a- round rain-bow to mel! Reach - ix for a tow-el._. 
NN — while the bod- ys washe shed, Sing broth-er sing. You can yo-del op-ra. 
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a rub, Ev-'ry-bod- 1“ hap-py when sing-i 
Ey-en while you scrub. Ev-'ty-bod-ys hap-py when sing-i 
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TWEEN HITs 
Leading the Song Field:.-Two emphatic Hit Fox Trots from 
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Fally Markus, Oldest Indie Booker, 
Retiring—Blames It On Sound 





After 24 years in show business Ik hP od D pt. Will 
independent vaude booker, et r uction e 





as an 
Faliy Markus is retiring Dec. 28. 
He gives up the theatre booking | Specialize i in Welding Units 
agency he has always conducted. | 
Markus books go to William H. | ay es 
Cloonan, assistant booker in the Keith Ss production department 
agency for several years, who will | will offer no competition to inde- 
operate under his own name. pendent producers of vaude acts. 
Following a vacation of two weeks Future production of “office acts” 


Markus will take an active, personal | 2nd Keith owned units is not in- 


interest in the Markus-Berman cluded in the plans laid out for its 

Agency, an employment office, in | Production department. 

which he has had an interest, un- Henceforth, producing activities 

known to the trade, since last Sep- | Will be principally devoted to weld- 

tember. ing the intact rotating units con- 
Markus’ main reason for retiring | structed by the booking office, ex- 


pected to eventually become the 
circuit’s general policy. Production 
department will go to work on the 
unit bills at the opening stands and 
make all necessary changes in pre- 
sentment. 

Stage lighting, routining, elimina- 


fs that he feels that sound pictures 
will eliminate what little is left of 
the indie vaude field. 

At the present time there are 24 
theatres on the Markus books. Three 
years ago he was handling around 
100 houses, 














tion of conflictions, scenii and 
Jack M. Lewis has switched from | 4ressing suggestions, ete. will be 
Arthur Horwitz to the Shilling and | the dept.'s work. 
Mack agency. amps 
DEMPSEY DOUBLING 
aro a es Jack Dempsey has been booked 
by Keith’s to double between the 
Fordham and 58th Street the last 
| half this week, and for the River- 
side Christmas Week. 
Salary reported less than at the 
Palace, but understood to carry a 


percentage arrangement. 





Among Loew managerial changes 
in New York M. Seidlitz goes from 
the Greeley Square the Canal 
Street; D. J. Helgeson from the 
Circle to the Greeley, and Waiter 
Gutteridge promoted from relief 
staff to the Circle. 


to 








CONLIN and GLASS 


With HANK MILO 


Week Dec. 21 
Palace, New Orleans, La. 
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BILL TELAAK 


The Debonair High- 
Hatted Gagster 
(NOT GANGSTER) 

Dir. West: MAX RICHARDS 

Dir. East: MAX HAYES OFFICE 
Personal Direction MAX OFFIN 


STS 


* WRITS +-- WIRE ~- PHONG 


Pre. A.FREASE 
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What—No Spotlight? 





At Loew’s, Evansville, Ind., 
instructions to the spotlight 
man regarding Doyle and Don- 
nelly, comedy team, read: 
“After the opening song throw 
white spot cn the comedian.” 
Team sang its song, but no 
spot followed. 

Called upon to explain, the 
booth lad merely said that he 
looked for the comic but 
couldn’t find him. 











FOX STILL BOOKING 
VAUDEVILLE VERBALLY 


in spite of the 
in 





Fox vaude office, 
increase during the past year 
time booked, remains the only im- 
portant vaudeville exchange not 


rigidly using the artists’ contract. 
So far no trouble has resulted from 
the: practically verbal bookings to 


warrant use of contracts in gen- 
eral. 

Vaude contracts are issued io 
acts and agents by Fox only when} 
requested or in the case of “special” 
bookings, “Specials” are acts the 
Fox office is not willing to lose 
after booking through the non- 
contract agreement. Agents doins 
business with this Fox branch 


state the absence of jams _ gives 
them no cause to demand use of 
contracts in all bookings. Word of 
the Fox bookers in salary matters 
and incidental items usually con- 
tained in contracts has held 
so far, they contend, 

Booking slips signed by the agent 
or act’s representative, or by the 
act if booked direct, close the deals. 
From that point the agent is de- 
pendéd upon br Jack Loeb and his 
bookers to deliver. If the agent 
fails without sufficient reason, the 
booking office’s recourse is to deny 
him further privileges. 


Keith, Loew, and Publix use the 
standard “pay or play” contract in 
all pookings. The Publix contract 
differs from the rest by including 
a two weeks cancellation clause for 
use by either party. Until revived 
by Publix the two week contract 
clause, often called a source of 
trouble, was long absent from the 
variety business, 

Most of the dying indie vaude 
bookers use contracts drawn up by 
themselves or lawyers, usually in- 
cluding a page of trick clauses 
holding acts to everything and the 
booker to nothing. 
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| YESTERN UNION LOSES 


DELAYED WIRE SUIT 


Claiming that their delay in de- 
livering a wired reply to a job query 
from the William Morris office re- 
sulted in his losing an engagement, 
Herman Berrens won a $200 decision 
igainst the Western Union in a civil 
suit for damages brought against 
the wire company in the Third Dis- 
trict Municipal Court, New York. 
Berrens’ attorney was Julius Kend- 
ler. 

The telegram, according to Ber- 
rens’ complaint; was filed in New 
Britain, Conn., and delivered in New 
York a day late. 

A similar suit, in which it is 
claimed the telegram was either lost 
or undelivered through the negli- 
gence of the company, is on file 
against the Western Union by Bert 
Levy, vaude. 

Levy is represented by O’Brien, 
Malevinsky & Driscoll. He is suing 
for $2,500, which he claims he lost 
as a result of the company’s alleged 
negligence in not delivering a wired 
reply he sent to Robert H. Burnside 


last summer regarding acceptance 
of a vaude engagement which 


to net him $400 weekly. 

Levy claims that as a result of 
the company’s neglect he lost the 
engagement and has been out of 
work since, 


HOLTZ IN LOEW UNIT 


Lou Holtz begins an 11 weeks’ 
presentation house route for Loew 
in the — opening Dec. 20 at the 
Capitol, New York. 

( ‘omedian’ s picture 
000, 


house salary 





Transferred from the Beston of- 


was | 





PERSONALCALIS 
ON BOOKERS 
RULED OUT 


As part of his plan to rid Keith’s 


of the ‘direct booking” evil, Ben 
Piazza has advised agents to dis- 
continue encouraging their acts to 


make personal calls to the booking 


office on business which should 
rightfully be handled by the agents. 

By execution of this order the 
agents’ old routine of sending acts 


to the bookers to plead friendship 
passes out. According to Piazza, 
any agent sending an act in to do 
his or her own booking is not en- 
titled to commission from dates se- 
cured in this manner, besides 
which it’s a signal to the act that 
it’s time to gét a new agent. 


Dispatching of an act on a per- 
sonal call ‘to the bookers is, in 
reality, “direct booking” contends 
Piazza, and “direct booking” is the 
i|chief and constant complaint of 
agents against the Keith office. Al- 
ternative is “direct bookine”’ ex- 
clusively and no agents at all, 
Piazza’s views on the matter in- 
dicate no compromise. 

While some agents use the per- 
sonal call gag, with 75% of the acts 
snubbed by the bookers, most re- 
serve it for special occasions. Other 
turns, minus the family or friend- 
ship appeal, do what their agents 
failed to} accomplish with super 
salesmanship. 

Only acts henceforth assured of 
a personal reception in the Keith 
booking office will be those calling 


on special business or matters out- 


fice, Edwin N. Urquart is now with id r Hine bhoekine I tl 

Keith's Family Dept. in New York. — 2. Soe ——— " 9 

Assistant to Jack Hodgdon latter instances, the agent is ex- 
ial 7 pected to accompany his act. 
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PHIL BLOOM 
JESSE KAYE 


TO 1659 BROADWAY, 





Between 5ist and 52d Ste. 
COLUMBUS 2105 


EMENT 


WILLIAM FOX VAUDEVILLE BOOKING OFFICES 


JACK W. LOEB, General Booking Manager 


ASSISTANTS TO MR. LOEB FANCHON & MARCO, Inc. 
EARL SIMMONS 
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FOX METROPOLITAN THEATRES 





JACK ALLEN 
BEN KUCHUK, Assistant 


NEW YORK, BY DECEMBER 23, 1929 
: “ALL OUR FRIENDS ARE WELCOME” 
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J ““‘WE HAD TO SEE PARIS” 


To Put the Finishing Touch to Our World Tour 


AND AFTER THAT 
WE MUST WORK 


DORA MAUGHAN 


“THE BAD, BAD WOMAN” 


Opening PALLADIUM, London, Jan. 6th 


DOUBLING HOTEL SPLENDIDE 














WALTER FEHL 
: MURRAY LESLIE 


Opening Birmingham Hippodrome, 
Jan. 13th 

















| TWO NEW ACTS BY BLANCHE MERRILL 


OUR GRATITUDE TO GEORGE BLACK AND VAL PARNELL 


JENIE JACOBS HENRY SHEREK 
NEW YORK LONDON 








Zz 


a ij 








| a 























40 VARIETY Wednesday, December 18, 1929 


———— ———- ~ - a 


ramounet vous Hilsts 











RY 












. 1) - 
oweet ny WHITING 
RIC 


THE OUTSTANDING 
FOX- TROT MELODY 
SONG OF THE YEAR 
FEATURED IN 
THE PARAMOUNT 
PICTURE “SWEETIE “ 
GREAT FOR ANY ACI, 
RADIO PROGRAM.EIC. 
SFNO FOR YOUR COPY 
ORCHESTRATION, 
OUARTET ARRGT. ETC. 
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THE TWO OUTSTANOING SONG HITS FROM \I “THE LOVE PARADE “ — THE SMASH HIT OF THE YEAR / 


|DREAM LOVER 


SUNG BY MAURICE CHEVALIER AND JEANETTE MACDONALDO 
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GI and “The River” at the Fox be con- ’ cialties are brought out as enter- 
OBE sidered as meeting this sort of op- LOEW Ss STATE tainment for a group of visitors. PARAMOUNT 
New York, Dec. 16. | position. (“International”—Unit) Anything dealing with gypsies at (“Ingenues”—Unit) 


Charles Dillingham once housed 
his musicals here. Then, with the 
trend of the times, $2 pictures start- 
ed creeping in intermittently. Now 
comes the RKO tenancy with Radio 
pictures on a grind. Legit show 
here now seems like yesterday’s 
celebrity. 

On Broadway, just off the corner 
of 47th street, the Globe is very 
much in the heart of things. High 
rental and an excellent location has 
induced an 85-cent top week nights 
with a tilt to $1 for holidays. Steep 
scale for a straight picture program 
on a grind in competition with de- 
luxe houses charging the same or 
less. Early Monday night the Globe 
was being passed up by those who 
were strolling. Sparsely populated 
at 8 p. m., but there’s nothing spe- 
cial about a pre-Xmas Monday 
night anywhere. 

Globe has its architectural dis- 
advantages for pictures, which may 
be swallowed because of the loca- 
tion. Screen is not wholly visible 
from the rear rows. House has l,- 
065 seats. Acoustically there is no 
complaint. Feature and shorts Mon- 
day night registered excellently in 
sound. Interior is best described 
as a legit converted to pictures, 

As a Broadway showing spot for 
Radio pictures, the theatre fills a 
need. There is the frequently ad- 
vertised prestige of such an engage- 
ment, and the chance of a Broadway 
outlet for Radio programers. “Dance 
Hall” (Radio), current feature, would 
not have been seen in or around 
Times Square otherwise. Shorts in 
support were “General Ginsburg” 
(Radio), “Station B-U-N-K” (Col), 
and an animated sound cartoon, 
“Sole Mates” (Col). 

But for the first time in weeks the 
stranger in town can tell it’s the 
Globe. Name has finally been put 
in lights above the marquee. They'll 
have to spend a bit to educate ’em 
that the house is now on a arind. 

Bang. 


UPTOWN 


Toronto, Dec. 18, 


Jack Arthur cut the pit orchestra 
from 30 to 15, put them on the stage, 
with Horace Lapp, former ace or- 
ganist, handling the stick, and built 
up a program around a few local 
standbys. Nothing hot, but welcome 
relief from the one-act “divertisse- 
ments” of recent months. 

Lapp was nervous, and partly be- 
cause of this got the crowd with 
him. Arlene Jackson, blonde looker 
with a haby voice, scored with light 
pop after Lapp had run the band 
oe a jazz version of the clas- 
sics. 

Stage dressed bright but simple. 
Wally Arbor was effective in a pair 
of classics, and Harry Bins, strong 
©n voice but weak on stage presence, 
was moderately liked. On his “Tip 
Top Through Tulips” seme Dutch 
hoofers did a clog. 

Closed on arrangement of “Road 
to Mandalay,” with Persian market 
stuff worked in. 

Far below stage efforts of pre- 
sound days, but a departure from 
straight canned entertainment. 

“Broadway” (U) feature. 

Sinclair. 





FOX 


(“Dance Moods”—Unit) 
Brooklyn, Dec. 14, 


If there is one weakness that has 
characterized many of the Fanchon 
@nd Marco units reaching the east, 
it’s the habit of starting slow. As 
for instance this one, which opens 
with a fatiguing, despite pretty, 
classic ballet so slow and so pro- 
longed that nothing could have 
lifted the tempo thereafter. 

This lack of acceleration is like 
creeping paraiysis, and all too many 
of the later units have been af- 
fected by it. At the start Fanchon 
and Marco sent through a series 
of units that were wows, packed 
with talent, ideas, and class and 
making most of the New York- 
Produced flash stuff look pretty 
crumby. 

It is, of course, an enormous task 
that the Los Angeles producing 
organization has undertaken; that 
of keeping in motion a continuous 
coast to coast ribbon of stage 
shows. A large supply of aspirin 
must be consumed in functioning 
on such a scale. 

Pep is the supreme requisite, the 
conspicuously absent ingredient. 
Girl formations of less optical 
charm but more sock and heat are 
needed. And, above all, specialty 
people who work fast and come- 
dians who have punch. Winifred 
and Bill, who carry the laugh as- 
signment with “Dance Moods,” are 
entirely teo leisurely and serene in 
method for a picture house pres- 
entation. They make the type of 
turn which requires a vaudeville 
setting. 

Vince Silk as m. c. with the unit 
&ets a couple of giggles and makes 
his announcements well but can- 
not be regarded as a comedy factor. 

At the Paramount two blocks 
away Publix is heaping high the 
Competition. It has Rudy Vallee 
permanently, this week Belle Baker 
in person. Gene Dennis, a mind 
reader, sll on top of the regular 
unit. Not by any stretch of the 
imagination can “Dance Moods” 





Will Osborne, Rudy Vallee’s best 
known imitator, is playing a week 
at the Fox and must be conceded 
some following merely on a basis 
of the reception he received. It 
seems hardly necessary to argue 
that he does not compare as an at- 
traction with Vallee, although Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting Co. is giving 


him number one spotting and 
breaks on everything. 
Fox has Rube Wolf billed as 


coming in from San Franciseo. On 
the Coast for the last five years, 
Wolf, a brother of Fanchon and 
Marco, has rotated from one big 
de luxe house to another and has 
a following and popularity in half 
a dozen Pacific towns. 

There’s lots of tricks in Rube’s 
bag, but everyone may as well real- 
ize in advance, not afterward, ex- 


actly how tough a test the Fox, 
Brooklyn, is going to be. At a 
time when it’s debatable if the} 


stage band thing is not pretty well 
exhausted and m, c.’s 


on the threshold of the exit por- 


tals, Wolf should come well forti- 

fied by surrounding shows. 
Brooklyn is undoubtedly far 

richer soil than Manhattan, and 


particularly Broadway, for the type 
of entertainment with which Wolf 
has been identified. 
the hick borough is an opportunity 
as well as a test. 

Jules Jordan, a gent with a mop 
of blonde hair, now directs the pit 
orchestra here. This week he does 
not have to double onto the ros- 
trum, through Will Osborne having 
charge there. Land. 


CAPITOL 


(“Toytown”—Unit) 
New York, Dec. 13. 
Current stage bill is a bit too pre- 
mature. A week off, anyway, as 
“Toytown” is Xmas stuff, colorful, 
cute and cunning, but not class A 
entertainment by a long shot. 


“Hallelujah” (M-G), first time at 
pop prices on Broadway, will prob- 
ably take care of the Capitol’s biz 
this week, with or without the stage, 
It’s an economica] way out when 
the picture is strong enough. Ques- 
tionable if wise where presentations 
are taken seriously. 

With two familiar and standard 
names in Fortunello and Cirillini 
and Karl Emmy’s canine circus, 
Chester Hale wove a pretty pattern 
around this unit, but it dies cold 
because of a dearth of snap comedy. 
Even hokum of any kind would 
have been a life saver. Show lags 
for 20 minutes in silence except for 
three successive routines by the 
ballet and tootings by the stage 
band before a word is uttered. 

Pantomime is cleverly done by 
Ivan Triesault as an old toy man 
displaying his wares. In this wise 
Triesault is probably the first m. c. 
working through entire show with- 
out opening his mouth once, 

From an exterior drop in “one,” 
opening scene shifts to full spread, 
disclosing band on elevated plat- 
form, with Hale girls propped be- 
neath as boudoir puppets and me- 
chanical] dolis.. Brought to life, they 
do neat but usual routines, followed 
by solo gyrations of Mlle. Pavla; 
slow and uninteresting. Miss Pavla 
seems a newcomer, with a monicker 
that can’t miss suggesting Pavlowa, 
but has plenty to learn about ballet 
work. 

Acrobatic antics of Fortunello and 
Cirillini failed to evoke as much en- 
thusiasm or laughter as the team 
has been seen to evince in vaude 
houses. Early spotting here didn’t 
do them any good, it seems, though 
the clown acrobats worked with as 
much deftness as always. Hale girls 
for second number trotted out a 
“wooden soldiers” formation, im- 
pressive only because familiar. Not 
a novel wrinkle in this old and over- 
done routine. 

Mechanical motif carried through 
even with coloratura warbling of 
Aileen Clark. In doll fashion Miss 
Clark unloads some rapturous and 
worthwhile notes, unmistakably 
classing her as a fine singer. Chirps 
her trebles like a bird, and sports a 
comely physiognomy. Emmy’s per- 
forming pups iand nicely; canine 
stuff on display usually sure-fire 
with kids and adults alike. This ken- 
nel] rates above average and appears 
to better advantage in a picture 
house than in vaude, where it’s been 
around for a long time. 

Windup is picturesque, but again 
lacking in solid punch ingredients 
needed to holster. Immobile pup- 
far as getting up and walking off. 
pets hecome animated, but only as 
Ballet picks vp the rest, with syn- 
copated strains tapped out on stair- 
ease. For finale there is an ensem- 
ble parade, with no spectacular 
lights or effects. 

Yasha Bunchuk’s overtural clas- 
sic this week is “Around the World 
in Nine Minutes,” actual time it 
takes the orchestra to wade through 
popular anthem from a dozen dif- 
ferent countries. Numbers evolve 
around scenic still shots on scrim 
for a bit different slant. 

Newsreels from M-G International 
(silent) projecting two clips and 
Hearst Metrotone displaying three. 

Length of feature held down stage 
end to 35 minutes, with another 25 
including the rest. 

Biz off Friday night, rain hurting. 

Span. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 13. 


Customers are going to kick at 
this week’s bill, with 86 minutes of 
rambling film feature and the Fan- 
chon & Marco idea holding nothing 
to talk about. 

“International” idea runs just 
over 30 minutes, taking Georgie 
Stoll’s violin solos as time out and 
the girls were in action not over 





as a group} 


To some extent | 


11 minutes of it. This idea as a 
|three-act vaudeville bill with girl 


|} background, most of their action 
[through scrim. Acts are strong 
jenough to carry, perhaps; two 


mixed dance team and a pair of 
Jap jugglers who cash in for laughs. 
In the setting, drapes give the ef- 
| fect of a colonnaded hall. Orchestra 
jleader works half-way up a grand 
} Staircase and the musicians are 
| practically concealed. Set is un- 
|}usual but no knockout. Finale in 
j}the continental parade style, with 
the girls coming down in pairs, well 
| stripped and with nationality sug- 
gested by headdress and coloring of 
jlong trains. Conclusion has girl 
| garbed as goddess of Liberty raised 
on an elevator with girls in star- 
spangled undress group around her. 
Gets a patriotic hand. 
Group dancing is 





best in the 





jidea’s Spanish opening. Ten girls 
swing rose-colored skirts in effec- 
|tive group movements through the 
| scrim. Line leaders in striking 
gold half-skirts, one leg nude. 

Frederico Flores in opening num- 
ber and girls-of-all-nations finale. 
Voice husky and unintelligible. 

Markel and Faun, Swede eccen- 
tric dance pantomine act, is strong- 
est. Osaka boys wisely play for 
laugh touches in their barrel toss- 
ing. Act built up by girls working 
behind the scrim in odd but decora- 
tive Jap costumes. 

Billy Carr does a gliding apache 
solo, Mignon Laird on to massage 
a harp, then is stripped by the 
apache and goes into acro-inter- 
pretive dance that would be ex- 
cellent if the conventional split and 
limbering exercises were omitted. 

Feature is “Untamed” (M-G) 
with Joan Crawford. News clips 
and comedy round out two and one- 
half hour bill. Biz fair on opening 
day but likely below average later 
with such a weak bill. 


BRANFORD 


Newark, N. J., Dec. 13. 


Publix unit, “Novelties,” consid- 
erably changed, is billed as “Charlie 
Melson’s Homecoming.” Melson has 
been the most popular m. c. ever in 
Newark, but he has real competi- 
tion to face in the memory of Ed 
Lowry’s long stay here. 

Melson got a big hand from the 
capacity house and went into a flat 
song about his return. With his 
platform gone, he jumps over the 
foots and stands on a table in the 
orch to sing from there. Song not 
so wonderful, but his old smash is 
still there, and he has them in his 
hand. He errs in kidding a bit on 
the encore, as a disappointed “Oh!” 
from the loges shows that some 
one’s dreams went to smash, 

Unit went well. Biggest hit 
is a nut comedian, Gene Sheldon. 
He plays the banjo and dances, but 
his comedy work with eternally 
sticking his fingers, his simple but 
ludicrous gestures, and his swell 
falls convulse the house. An addi- 
tion is Boyce Combe, single doing 
stories and songs. Liked. 

The other acts with the original 
unit, Anna Chang and Johnson and 
Brady, colorgd steppers, scored 
easily. Band played a hot number 
to a standing finish with striking 
results. 

Pit band under George Morgen- 
roth brilliantly handled “Chocolate 
Soldier,” with organ in at end. Or- 
ganlog by Harold Rieder includes 
three pops and a number of wise 


cracks. Very little singing in this 
show. 

Feature, “The Painted Angel” 
(FN). 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 
New York, Dec. 13. 

It is nice to lean back in a soft 
Roxy chair after walking over many 
yards of expensive Roxy rug. Later 
one may blow downstairs and have 
a wee cup of black Roxy coffee 
served® by a prim Roxy attendant. 

Clap hands and appreciate every- 
thing; Roxy is giving the works. 

Stagecraft as handled here is al- 
ways an example of what other 
guys could do if they had the 
money, time and ideas. One of this 
week's masterpieces is a deserved 
repetition, with Harry Stockwell 
singing “Marching Home.” Highly 
impressive in its simplicity, it has 
Stockwell emoting the military 
chant as the heads and bayonetted 
rifles of soldiers move endlessly be- 
hind him in vague light. As a cli- 
max, Stockwell is seen later march- 
ing toward the audience, seemingly 
in midair, as the parade continues 
beiow him. 

Then there is “Cziganyok,” gypsy 
color festival with singing and 
dancing, in a mammoth woodland 
set. In its cast are Harold Van 
Duzee, tenor; Elizabeth Biro, prima; 
Patricia Bowman and Leonide Mas- 
sine in an excellent gypsy dance; 
Frederick Fradkin, violinist; Roxy’s 
ballet, and Markert’s 32 Roxyettes 
as a military precision corps. Spe-’ 





i Park for 


the Roxy can be relied on for color. 
Markert’s 32 Roxyettes have an 
individual bit titled “Dancing Feet” 
—popular dance routine with light- 
ing concentrated from the hips 
down. Girls form an unbroken line 
across the wide stage, and start 
on a platform which slowly lowers 
to stage level. Short and snappy. 
The Roxy ballet his its inning in 
“Nocturne,” an abbreviated asthetic 
period wherein they play merrily 
with a large piece of silk. 
Symphony orchestra in the pit is 
doing skillfully by “Southern Rhap- 
sody,” sweet interpretation of "way 
down south as expressed by good 
music and directed by Erno Rapee. 
Screen has “This Thing Called 
Love” (Pathe) and a newsreel di- 
vided by Fox and Metrotone. Best | 
liked in a dead news week was} 
sheep-shearing in Australia, sound- 
ed in Movietone, 
Main floor business several rows 
from capacity Saturday afternoon. 
Bang. 


SUPERIOR 


New York, Dec. 17. 

There’s only one way by which 
to reach this house, to take off at 
Times Square, walk to the Battery, 
board an Iron Steamer at Battery 
Coney Island, at which 
point transfer to a street car and 
zo to Chambers street, walk to the 
Brooklyn Bridge, take a Third ave- 
nue “L” at this spot, get off at 34th 
street, then walk down three blocks 
on 3d avenue, and you'll find the 
theatre at the northwest corner of 
the junction of 3lst street, but it 
will be closed, which is the proper 
time to get there. 

Even the smell is different. House 
must be a tough spot for neighbor- 
hood lovers for the inspiration pos- 
sibilities within this theatre are 
truly vampirish—and no matter 
how cold it is without—the without 
preferred. 

Walls of theatre are littered with 


narrow, longitudinal pasteboards 
carrying a legend in various lan- 
guages. 


“E Vietate Fumare,” reads one. 

In English—‘‘No Smoking Per- 
mitted.” 

Guy who had these signs posted 
had keen eye judgment. No pair 
of eyes can miss them. Counted 
120 customers. 

House is one of those novelty 
grinds that one day shows “musi- 
cal comedy revues’; another day, 
“Vaudeville of the better kind,” and 
on other days films. This night 


films. Fares were 25 for floor and 
30 for boxes, Kid or kidding rate 
15 cents, 


Customers mostly neighborhood 
housewives. One Chinaman spotted. 
Others white. Two or three women 
carrying babes in arms. 

Neighborhood is mass of tene- 
mont houses pillared against the 

Theatre is just another shopping 
place and they bring all their pur- 
chases with them. Some audience 
members use two seats, the other 
one for the bundles. A candy 
butcher tramps up and down the 
aisles with everything that annoys 
a woman’s pocketbook. 

Theatre’s idea of attracting cus- 
tomers is to run commercial ads on 
the screen, one of which reads: 

“Where Do You Expect to Spend 
the Summer.” 

Feature was “Tonight at 12” 
(Universal) with program extended 
to two shorts, one talking and one 
silent—105 minutes. 


SAENGER 


(“Rah, Rah, Rah”—Unit) 
New Orleans, Dec. 14, 

Sophie Tucker, “Last of the Seeth- 
ing Matrons,” looms above all else 
at the Saenger this week, in the 
billing, on the rostrum and, most 
important, with the dear old public. 
Saenger needed a red-hot attrac- 
tion, away from the conventional, 
with which it has been limping 
along far months. Soph fills the bill 
ideally. That blonde gal remains 
the same perpetual vocal dynamo, 
singing her high-voltage ditties with 
comparative ease, gathering her au- 
dience in her lap, as it were, while 
lolling and cajoling ’em. 

Used six numbers when caught, 
exiting atop a crescendo of ep- 
plause. “Red Hot Mamma” was the 
starter and interlarded and hitting 
heavily was that staunch standby 
of other seasons, “Some of These 
Days.” Soph was stockingless with 
a pair of flapper-like ankles, and 
wore a nifty white creation stylish- 
ly lengthy. 

Miss Tucker appeared during the 
“Rah, Rah, Rah,” revuette, which 
might have been called anything. 
Just Carlton’s girl band, opening 
with a chorus number, but soon 
slipping back to their instruments. 
Very lightweight and idea-less. Did 
they need Soph? 

Don Phillipini, orchestra leader, is 
in his final week, and the patrons 
for the major part were thankful of 
no m.c. to slow up the performance, 
which, other than Soph and Wesley 
Lord, organist, was slow enough. 

Lord had a few parodies on popu- 
lar selections to whet the fans. and 





they went for ‘em. 
Picture was “Half Way to Fi: n. 
Samuel. 


| 


By way of escape from formula, 

Publix offers a band clothed in 
chiffon instead of tuxedoes. And in 
fulfillment of the idea thus present- 
ed, all specialty talent is exciusive- 
ly feminine. Each member of this 
unit is a girl, except the carpenter, 
undoubtedly male, 
With the platform usurped by the 
fluftier sex, the male communicants 
of local 802 are downstairs in the 
pit, where they were permanently 
back in the neolithic era of Prof. 
Riesenfeld. 

Of girl bands “The Ingenues” is 
certainly the most pretentious and 
probably the best. That’s praise 
with reservations, as for some in- 
herently insurmountable cause girls 
just can’t work up much lather 
when tackling syncopation. Those 
smooth blends of instrumentation 
that the better male groups achieve 
seem beyond negotiation by the 
girls. 

Still, there’s showmanly qualities 
in this organization which, coupled 
with the fact that they do play at 
least pleasantly, makes it a good 
booking and an event apt to impress 
the Publix patronage along the 
westward trail. And it’s a relief 
from the stencil type of unit turned 
out like sO many matched parts in 
a drill press shop. 

There has to be an occasional 
transfusion of new blood and ideas 
to keep stage units from going de- 
crepid from age and hard wear. Lou 
McDermott and Fred Evans are 
new, to mention but a couple of 
evidences that A. J. Balaban is alive 
to this danger. 

Jean Boydell never did better on 
her numerous Broadway appear- 
ances than with this unit. She gets 
perfect spotting in front of the 
drapes just before the finale, and 
found the hoi polloi avid for comic 
antics. Result was very definitely 
a wow. 

Keeping the puppies in trim, Ruby 
Keeler Jolson plays two weeks for 
Publix, here and at the Paramount, 
Brooklyn. Two girls, announced as 
her sisters, appear with her briefly. 
Did nicely. 

Other items worthy of mention fn- 
clude the sumptuous metallic gzowrt 
of Mrs. Jesse Crawford, a funny 
talking “Screen Snapshots” (Colum- 
bia) and the toy display in the 
lounge donated by Macy’s. 

“The Marriage Playground” (Par) 
on the screen, and business good. 

Land. 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 
New York, Dec. 16. 
Pretty inferior program to be 
billed as sound news at the Em- 
bassy Monday. Of the approximate 
21 clips 15 were unmistakably 
library. Fox and Hearst seem to 
be sharing the honors every other 
week. Thirteen of the current sub- 


jects are Metrotone. Last week 
Fox had the big edge. 
Sheep shearing, lady Elks re- 


ducing, Santa Claus, chorines bowl- 
ing and Washington flashes com- 
posed some of the library stuff. 

Highlight news shot was the ill- 
fated glider flight in San Francisco. 
Real thrill when pilot was suddenly 
precipitated from his chair and 
started falling. 

Debate between English novelists 
on marriage casually interesting to 
this audience. 

Silent view of sinking of “North- 
ern Light” and rescue of crew by 
“Baltic” were ordinary, given talker 
touch by one of ship's officers de- 
scribing conditions. 

Interesting library clip on light- 
ning. Diagram showing its tend- 
ency to hit skyscrapers. High 
voltage in General Electric labora- 
tory also worth while. 

Interior of Fox Movietone studio, 
New York, plugged through Times 
Square beauty picking gag. Appeal 
especially to women. 

Congressman Cross’ slap at mar- 
gin playing appreciated by some in 
the audience. 

Throughout show little of the 
customary spurts of laughter and 
applause, 

Attendance at night still standing 
them up. Waly. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, Dec. 13. 

Show here this week spasmodic, 
but over big with the matinee mob 
of flaps. Opens with chorus work- 
ing in front of a drop depicting dock, 
with gals dressed in African hunt- 
ing togs, set for a lion-hunting tour. 
After a simple routine, plus a weals 
specialty by three femmes (presum- 
ably the Three Marvels), Lou Kos- 
loff, m. ¢c., enters to waste some 
time in a weak gag bit with a black- 
face attendant. 

Drop lifts to reveal a fair tropi- 
cal set. Chorus out again and flops 
in an attempt to get tropical. Billy 
Chandler, member of the band, does 
a “Sermon in Blues,” which had its 
moments of comedy, a wow with 
the flaps. Will Morris, hoke cyclist, 
spent a lot of time in roughhouse 
clowning, and went over nicely. 
Failed four times in his final] acro- 
batic bit, then quit. 

Allan and Canfield, recently at the 
State-Lake, found this flap crowd 
its meat, and rang the bell solidly. 
Johnson Pros. a pair of colored 
kids, supplied the tap hoofing, and 
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VARIETY 


VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, December 18, 1999 





PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

A good show all the way at the 
Palace this week. Ted Lewis and 
Clowns kill them with rhythm; 
Madge Kennedy scores favorably 
with her skit, “The Red Hat” (New 
Acts); Jim McWilliams, pianuttist, 
rolls ’em with his pianologue, These 
are the outstanders, with Lewis 
outdistancing all Monday night. 


Felovis, male European juggler, 
pace made and scored with a some- 
what different juggling routine. 
Dixie Four, colored male quartet, 


got things going in next spot. The] 
boys work like dynamos, everything 








Herb Williams scored solidly in 
his riotous guffaw-raiser, nearly 
stopping the Saturday mat show. 
Audience went strong for Doris 
Ewing, who did a little more here 
than when a few weeks ago ata 
Brooklyn split. Routine otherwise 
remains the same, with Williams 
building his act to a climactic hang- 
‘em-on-the-chandelier finish. 

Glenn and Jenkins preceded the 
two-act having changed position 
in billing, and mopped with their 
station broom-sweeping barrage of 
gags, broken by a few dance steps 
and a vocal-guitar specialty by a 
third member of act, unbilled. 
While the added number about mid- 
dle of the act is acceptable, it has 
a distinct tendency toward retard- 





in a harmony and hoofing way. 
“Chinese Show Boat Revue” also 
hit for class and laugns with a 
diverting flash, colorfully mounted. | 
McWilliams got a chance with) 
his nut piano stuff. He plants| 


plenty of wisecracks in opener and 
then goes into his one man opera 
travesty, which he has been using 
right along but still works it for 
roars. 

Miss Kennedy followed, supported 
by three others. Somewhat fluffy 
shit but Miss Kennedy can. make 
them take it in vaude. Reception 
for star but lighter for the act. 

Barry and Whitledge, mixed duo, 
whammed for comedy, on after in- 
termission. Miss Barry planted two 
numbers in recitative style with 
both interspersed by rapid exchange 
of nifties between her and partner. 
All intimate and they ate ;t up, 
bringing the duo back for several 
recalls. But the piano was gone 
and team bowed off. 


The annunciator announced Ted 
Lewis and pandemonium broke 
loose. 


Lewis wanted to quit when the 
turn ended but they wouldn’t let 
him. He came back for a chorus 
of the theme song from his recent 
film, “Is Everybody Happy” and 
ca =4 it a night. They wouldn't 
fet hii go unttt atter a curtain 
specch in which he a:.nounced he’s 
hulding cver and wiil do request 
mumbers next week. 

Kate and Wiley, mixed, closed 
with a clever icutine of gymnastics 
and balancing atop an_ elevated 
Siand. Act has class and held most 
in. Edba. 


STATE-LAKE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, Dec. 14. 

Lineup was just right for the 
audience at this house, offering a 
variety of good elements. 

Opened with Joe Mendi, the monk, 
who satisfied the mob that-he could 
do a lot of things other monks 
can’t do. Although this trainer 
sells him as practically civilized, 
monk almost bit the guy’s arm off 
at the first show Saturday. Mary 
Marlowe followed with character 
impressions. Clever, no doubt, but 
the mob at this house didn’t get 
some of it. She'll have to put it on 
thicker with the nite club entertain- 
er and the musical comedy ingenue 
bits. More in line with local under- 
standing were the shop girl and 
Irish housewife telephone conversa- 
tions. Miss Marlowe has a fine set 
of pipes and should build up the 
vocal part of her turn. 

“Stop, Look and Listen,” featuring 
Loretta Gray, proved a fair flash, 
with an oversupply of hoofing. 
Some nice chorus routines by six 
gals, the best being a stair dance 
bit with canes, giving each gal 
an extra tap. Man tosses off a 
couple of dance specialties between 
sets. Miss Gray stars with toe tap 
numbers. 

Charles Ray, another of the long 
procession of picture names hitting 
his house, followed, and actually 
did an act. Weak in dramatic vo- 
calizing, but his comedy songs go 
big and should be given the spect- 


light. Four Camerons were a 
cleanup following comparatively 
quiet turns. House went for the 
hoke. 

“Shannons of Broadway” (U), 
feature. Loop. 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 

Though lacking variety and that 
once all-essential commodity, flash, 
new bill here is the sort that might 
arouse response for the return of 
two-a-day at this uptown house 
on a paying basis. 

While vaude would never be 
vaude without comedy, too’ much 
of it is like two steaks and no des- 
sert. That’s what the bookers don’t 
seem to agree on in favoring the 
laugh acts strong and thumbing 
the nose hard at flashes. Riverside 
bill an example of the new trend 
in booking, with three of the seven 
acts strictly in the comedy cate- 


gory. 

These are Herb Williams, Glenn 
and Jenkins and the Weaver Broth- 
ers. Last mentioned combined with 
“Home Folks,” which is biiled as 
a separate act but isn’t, addition 
of Elviry to Weaver team and 13 
others for satiric song and dance 
stuff having built the Weaver act 
up into a production running 35 
minutes. i 

Weavers closed the show, taking 
up next to closing and closing 
spots. The attraction, in spite of 
the small audience Saturday after- 
noon, registered better than in a 
larger house where recently caught, 
the upper West Side patrons going 
or the “Arkansaw” atmosphere. 

Billed third but going on fourth, 


ing the fast pace set by this team. 


| Former sure-fire material has been 


cut to splice this in, and both Glenn 
and Jenkins pull for an encore for 
their colleague without results. 

Between Williams and the Weav- 
ers the Riverside bill has the mimic, 
Venita Gould, who has added to 
impersonations a number by Maur- 
ice Chevalier from “Innocents of 
Paris,” Paramount-talker, as well 
as one of the hot scenes from “The 
Little Show” (stage). Miss Gould 
did well hefore a small house. 

Harrington Sisters, in a pleasing 
song act as kids, held No. 2, doing 
four numbers and stirring more 
than the usual enthusiasm, 

Opening act, Five Danubes (New 
Acts), trampoline casting turn that 
includes some satisfactory work but 
plays awfully slow and needs a lit- 
tle polish even for theatres less im- 
portant than this one. 

Vaude show's entire running time 
two heurs 25 minutes. 

With the Rudy Vallee picture, 
“The Vagabond Lover’ (Radio), 
current in the Greater New York 
Keith houses, the Riverside Orches- 
tra, under direction of Dave Mor- 
decai, this week plugs principal 
numbers from the talker, with the 
sax player in the pit doubling for 
a vocal solo. 

Audience here seems to like Mor- 
decai and his pit organization and 
so much so that applause followed 
Saturday afternoon’s overture. But 
the Valléde film failed to show draw- 
ing power here opening afternoon, 

Pathe News (silent) and poor, 
sandwiches orchestra and vaude 
bill. 

First floor less than half filled, 
with women and children predom- 
inating. Excess of kids due doubt- 
less to kiddie prizes given to lucky 
stub holders (boy and girl) imme- 
diately following the show. Good 
idea around Christmas time and will 
probably prove better draw during 
week than on Sat. Char. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 

Lengthy bill here the first half. 
Total running time almost three 
hours and a quarter. Vaude alone 
ran to 96 minutes. Good all-around 
bill, with turns nicely spotted and 
each well received. Audience for 
supper show a bit above par, prob- 
ably due to Radio's “Vagabond 
Lover.” 

Jose and Edythe (New Acts) drew 
the opening curtain. Dance and 
string orchestra flash. Keith Wil- 
bur, second, drew a big hand with 
his varied vocal imitations. Mim- 
icking of birds, animals and musical 
instruments appealed. Harry Hay- 
den and Co. (New Acts) in a new 
comedy skit about a downtrodden 
husband who finds his proper place 
in the marital household through 
the medium of a fixer, treyed. Pur- 
ported to be the worid’s smallest 
midget, Major Mite (New Acts) 
featured and exploited here and held 
the spot nicely. 

Maurice Cvelleanc and Family 
sprang on next and gave them 
varied and good acrobatics and leg- 
mania. Femme members of the 
family are all lookers and talented. 
Hit was the semi-comedy acrobatics 
of Maurice, aided by his brothers. 
Springboard leaps were topped by 
Colleano’s double somersault from 
the floor. 

Low comedy of Weston and Lyons 
supplied much to laugh at, and the 
house was generous with laughs. 
Mugging and clowning of Miss 
Lyons helped considerabiy. Latter 
is also a neat solo warbler. Fnished 
effectively with a hoke drunk bit. 

Whirlwind trick roller skaters, 
Robbins Trio, closed and rounded 
out the bill nicely. Two boys and 
one femme. 

Three Pathe shorts completed. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

P. g. biz at 58th St., with R. Val- 
lee in “Vag Lover” (Rad) showing 
draw. 

No. 1, Harriet Nawrot and Boys, 
girl and 2 gents on skates, clicking 
with whirl rout. One gent works 
comedy, taking p. f.’s for o. k. 
laughs. 

Deuce, Joe E. Howard, vet com- 
poser and vaude singer, mixing his 
own past hits with new dramat 
tear-jerkers. Took enc. 

3, Roger Imhoff, Marcelles Coreene 
and Co., old-time hoke sketch with 
Imhoff getting bellies out of aged 
prop furniture in cheap flop joint. 
Kane and Ellis, next-to-shut, not so 
fancy with crossfire. 

Closer, Lina Basquette (New 
Acts), with 7 boys in hoof act. Miss 
Basquette back from flicker work on 
coast and in classy shape. 

Who thrun that 3-em dash? 

Bang. 





RKO 


(Vaudfilm) 
“Los Angeles, Dec. 13. 

House {ts now putting emphasis on 
quantity rather than quality. Five 
acts ran 82 minutes that on merit 
should not have gone over 58. With 
feature picture and other film fare, 
show over three hours. 

DeMarcos’ dancing closed the 
vaude lineup and gave the bill eye 
appeal. Couple do a Spanish dance 
and two ballroom numbers, one cos- 
tume change filled by a duet be- 
tween the two pianos accompanying. 

Hal Jerome and Gloria Gray held 
next to closing for 22 minutes of 
loosely strung chatter. Probably 
will be knit more closely during the 
week. Mildred Hunt, boosted as a 
WEAF soloist, works through a 
mike behind a scrim. Loud speaker 
in front for radio effect. Three 
solos. Two men, as college duo, 
alternate. Brem-Fitz and Murphy 
Brothers strung out the deuce spot 
for 21 minutes. Ruinous. Singing 
and slapstick with pansy touches. 
They laughed, but ’way over on 
time. Opener was the Pickfords, 
jugglers. Boys should get some 
chalk behind their ears. 

Screen feature, “Song of Love’ 
(Col.). Comedy short and Pathe 
sound news also on bill. 


COLISEUM 


(Vaudfilm) 
Neighborhood competition in New 


have shown an _  £inclination to 
freshen the fronts and brighten the 
stages. At Keith’s Coliseum plenty 
of proof. 

Saturday mat drew ’em. House 
had the Rudy Vallee picture, “Vag- 
abond Lover,” a draw by itself. 
Flocked to the house early last 
Saturday. Long before vaude started 
for the one show only in the after- 
noon house filled downstairs. 

All seats reserved. Different from 
the competing vaudfilmers uptown. 
Coliseum starts an early afternoon 
with the feature, then runs the 
vaude and the pictures again. Sec- 
ond show at night. Picture plan is 
to attract ’em early anyway. 

An idea as to the entertaining 
strength of a four-act show with 
any balance at all was exem- 
plified here Saturday. It is under- 
stood that the four-acter is going to 
hit the road. The way the Coli- 
seum bill with the Rose Kress Trio 
of roller skaters, singing trio of 
Foster, Fagan and Cox (New Acts), 
Tinova and Baikoff’s dancing turn, 
and Ken Murray with his little com- 
pany of funmakers, with the Murray 
monkeyshines and fol de rol given 
greater strength by the participation 
of the Foster, Fagen and Cox combo, 
sized up was to the mustard. It 
should run just as smoothly on the 
road with sufficient comedy packed 
near the finish by Murray. 

The Kress outfit is a nifty roller 
flash. Tinova and Baikoff are effec- 
tive with adagio routine. The third 
member of the act goes in for a 
drunk bit; only satisfactory as a 
filler. The fiddling director in the 
pit deserves a bow. Phil Frabello’s 
men have replaced the former 
Coliseum orchestra, 

Murray closed. Apparently Mur- 
ray has a terrible memory. Some 
of the jokes censored by the Keith 
“You mustn’t say that” board are 
used by Murray without apologies. 
And surefire laff getters. Murray 
worked in an eccentric couple for 
some rough hoke comedy stuff. 

Vallee on the screen and a Pathe 
sound news that wasn’t so hot. 

The house gave g@way about 12 
presents, six for the boys and six 
for the girls, via drawn number 
procedure, and that also accounted 
for an overflow of the juves. Still 
get a kick eut of getting something 
for nothing. Mark. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 

Fox house on 14th street took the 
play away from the burlesk stand 
next door Saturday with N. T. G.’s 
Midnite Revels (New Acts). Flock 
of femmes sported in the revue 
would make any runway look sick. 
Nils Granlund, radio announcer and 
floor show conferencier, surely 
knows how and where to pick 
beauts. After that he unleashes 
them on an audience with just 
enough intimacy to get the gray 
beards going and the sheiks Parin’. 

Girl show on the tail end of a 
well assorted five act bill gave the 
Academy’s first half a nifty and 
peppy layout, only that the N. T. G. 
frolic ran ’way over what it should, 
going 70 minutes. Hardly warranted 
that stretch even in this house, 
where patronage is made to order 
for the limb and torso stuff. In 
other houses 70 minutes is out of 
the question. That’s not taking 
anything away from Granlund and 
his personally conducted femme 
tour, but a great deal of it can be 
condensed. 

Academy bills of late have been 
lagging behind standard. As many 
as seven acts on some of the bills, 
holding out quantity but usually not 
quality. Current layout with five 
turns looked much better and prob- 
ably figured about the same in cost. 
Even if costing a bit more it’s worth 
it. 

Jans and Whalen, back in vaude 
jafter musical productions, may have 
nicked the budget. but the boys held 
‘up a spot here in need of punch 





[ 
support they possess. 
added a lot of polish, and while re- 
cently out of a “dirt” musical 
(“Broadway Nights”), hasn't brought 
any smut back. Harry Jans is still 
getting dynamite out of his uke 
strumming to Whalen’s hot-footed 
stepping. Together they release a 
load of smart comedy patter, and 
for a nice touch have Lillian Shade, 
blues warbler, doing personality 
stuff. Miss Shade was seen around 
earlier this season in the Hilda Fer- 
guson unit. 

In the middle groove was the 
Brown Derby Band. Youthful ag- 
gregation, featuring Frank and Milt 


Britton, Orville Knapp and Ida 
|Shipley. For a nine-piece combo, 
this outfit showed up nicely and 
with versatility. Directly ahead 


were Gordon and Walker, two men 
comedy workers of the lighter va- 
riety and using‘a girl foil. 
is neither bright nor new, but well 
delivered in burlesque style. 
ray Gordon has the heavier assign- 
ment and warbles a fair song on the 
side. Walker’s forte is his -hoofing, 
and when this pair’ get tired of 
chinning they can make an easy 
song and dance go of it. 

Young Chipa, Occidental juvenile 
troupe of mixed acrobatics, opened 
to good returns. Five boys and a 
girl who is just an assistant go 


ithrough various formations and rou- 


tines, including contortions, equi- 
librium and plate juggling. Might 





York isn’t stagnant. Vaudfilm houses | 


speed up a bit in going into num- 
bers. 

tegular pit overture a popular 
item here; house orchestra of 20 
men capably dispensing topical 
tunes with favorable arrangements. 
Also these pit boys are no slouches 


when playing for acts, which is 
quite important. 
“Nix on Dames” (Fox), the fea- 


ture. Fox .silent and Movietone 
news clips completed. 
Near capacity for the first show 


Saturday. Span. 


GRAND O. H. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Good layout for first half here, 
with Will Morrissey drafted from 
rehearsals of “Hoboken Hoboes” to 
hop in and m. c. and later hooking 
up his own act with Midgie Miller. 

Only three acts instead of the 
usual six-act brace, because of 
screen feature, “On with the Show” 
(W. B.) consuming over 90 min- 
utes. Picture was ostensibly the 
draw and packed them 
Saturday afternoon. 

Louvie Trio, male, opened with a 
fast line of balancing and perch stuff 
that got over big. Perch stuff is 
the outstander. 

Will Morrissey grabbed up from 
then on, making appearance in a 
plug hat, walking through the audi- 
torium and getting friendly with the 
meb. They ate it. After planting 
himself solid with the cash custom- 
ers, Morrissey called Midgie Miller 
out for some snappy repartee. Miss 
Miller uncorked a neat tap that took 
‘em. Hit for show stopper without 
a struggle, with the muggs getting 
all of Morrissey’s smart stuff. Eighth 
Avenue knows its onions (of a sort) 
as well as Broadway. 

Virginia Rucker and Co. closed 
with a neat dance flash that held. 
Revue enlisted three men and three 
women. Jack Lerack shared under 
billing, with Miss Rucker alternat- 
ing as warbler and dancing partner. 
Good, fast dancing act, pepped up 
and building to a smash finish. 

Edba. 


86TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


Sophisticated hoots, simply deluxe 
editions of plebian razzberries, pre- 
domimated at the $2 showing of 
Rudy Vallee in “Vagabond Lover” 
at the Globe. They are remembered 
because they again prove that re- 
sults on Broadway at $2 have little 
effect on what follows in the neigh- 
borhoods and Main Streets at pop 
prices. Vallee’s picture, to judge 
by audible reactions at the 86th St., 
is very good stuff. And business 
was above normal Saturday after- 
noon. 

Its draw was discernible despite 
the complicating influences of pre- 
Christmas slackening and the pos- 
sible draw of Agnes Ayres in the 
vaude. Miss Ayres, out of pictures 
for several years, is teamed with 
Arman Kaliz, who may be recog- 
nized by picture customers at sight 
but not by name. They are doing 
a sketch with songs; a bit of 
Egyptian drama highly burlesqued. 
Act is not to be regarded as a per- 
sonal appearance affair, because 
both its players have been off the 
screen too long for that, but as an 
entertaining “name” turn with pos- 
sible mild draw. 

Bill opened with Martinet and 
Crow, clown illusionist and a crow 
which catches small balls in its bill 
as the clown juggles them. That's the 
sure finish. Boyd Senter, who plays 
many instruments, was second, as- 
sisted by a pianist and boy dancer. 
Senter gets torchy jazz out of his 
musical list. Pleasant deuce mate- 





| rial. Senter in midwest 
|} houses is almost a “name.” 
Harry Carroll's Revuette”’ (New 
Acts), followed the Avres-Kaliz 
lsketch and closed the bill. Carragl 
jhas a rearrangement of his custom- 
arily good vaude’ entertainment. 
Seven girls and two men in support. 
Heigh-ho the first half, and boop- 
boop-a-doop the last. Bang. 


Team has 


Material | 


Mur- | 


in plenty | 


picture | 


$s 
PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 

Chicago, Dec. 14. 

This week's bill, with the Duncan 

Sisters held over from the previous 

week, has the sisters and Juniop 

Durkin as its only worthwhile en- 

tertainment. Otherwise it does what 


the market did. 
While the Duncan Sisters ar 


€ top- 
notch show-women, their act is ‘eae 
a topnotch turn. They have -re- 


tained a part of the materia] used 
in their impromptu act of the pre- 
vious week, and ad libbing stil] took 
most of their time at the first show 
To their credit, they were forced to 
work more than 30 minutes, and 
effectively stopped the show. 

Seven Nelsons, acrobats and tum- 
blers, opened hesitantly, with the 
boys fumbling one of their main 
tossing stunts, but closed to cheer. 
ing returns. 

Charles Harrison and_ Sylvia 
Dakin held the deuce weakly with 
rehearsal travesty on a musical 
comedy. Could not fire them with 
Harrison’s songs, and.did little more 
with rube band finish. 

After the children failed to laugh 
at these two, Junior Durkin gave 
them their throbs and just dues tn 
his skit, “The Little Vagabond.” 
Boy played exceptionally, and ran 
his sob scene to a keen pitch 

Why Healy and Cross took an 
encore after 15 minutes of dull har- 
mony could not be fathomed. Edna 
Torrence helped save the section 
before intermission from a complete 
washup with her dancing, particu- 
larly her bit from “Desert Song.” 
Brother is not much help with his 
soft-shoe work, but Mary Dunn’s 
two songs and dancing were worth 
while. 

Duncan Sisters, after intermission, 
changed their act from the previous 
week to a fast start, with a colle- 
giate motif, but had to resort to 
prop “diplomas” as part of the 
scheme, from which they read jokes 
and songs. Another spick burlesque 
and “The Strange Interlude” fanta- 
sy were the high spots. 

A flock of walkouts started and 
continued through the weak me- 
lange of Charles Timblin and Co., 


two blackface boys in _ crossfire. 
Australian Waites, closing, not 
caught. A most disappointing bill, 

Loop. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 
State is the third Broadway stop 
for Par’s “Applesauce,” and Sature« 
day biz here indicated the Helen 


Morgan film retains its draw kick. 

No shortage of entertainment in 
the vaude section, with the acts 
making it snappy and cutting where 
it hurt the least. No stalling, no 
superfluous efforts and all encores 
out. While the case holds good here 
only on Saturday and Sunday, when 
quick turnover is sought, speed in 
a vaude bill is bound to be orthodox 
eventually. 

If the acts on this bill didn’t know 
it was the picture that counted, they 
should, and the theatre’s time limits 
showed them how to work under a 
drawing film. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., typical New 
Yorker and rare monologist, went 
so fast in the next-to-close he was 
almost double talking. Gabbed him- 
self into the usual land. Bill’s other 
single, Zelda Santley, a solid scorer 
No. 2. In looks, performance and 
selection of numbers Miss Santley. 
of late has been advancing rapidly. 
She now seems ripe for any part of 
the big time. Her edge is that vaude 
needs single women of her ability. 

Clean-cut hand-to-hand balanc= 
ing of Prosper and Maret, per- 
formed in “one,” was a_ starter 
extraordinary. On the other side of 
Miss Santley, the full stage comedy 
skit of Frank Dobson and Co. It’s 
“The Love Doctor” turn Dobson has 
been getting the intermediate’s 
laughs with for several seasons. 

Longest stay was that of Alex 
Hyde’s girl band act, Modern Maid- 
ens, on for 22 minutes in the clos- 
ing spot and pleasing most all of the 
way. 

Newsreel (M-G-M, silent), only 
filler in the fast show. Overture, 
organ solo and shorts all —— 

ge. 





HIPPODROME 


(Vaudfilm) 


A completely filled lower floor 
early Saturday afternoon, probably 
the Hip’s idea of heaven, made the 
big place seem less gloomy and huge 
than ordinarily. It was Rudy Val- 
lee’s “Vagabond Lover” (Radio) all 
the way. The way included a six- 
act vaude bill that started fast and 
finished terrible. 

Better acrobatic openers than 
Carr Bros. and Betty are seldom 
found. ._ And while far from home if 
the deuce, Pepito, the Spanish clow®, 
illustrated the proper way to hold 
up any old spot. More Spanish later 
contributed by O’Hanlon and Zam- 
buni, with the fiesta separated bY 
Tabor and Green, blackface sons 
and talk team. ‘Tabor and Green 
spend 22 minutes on the stage and 
hatf of it is wasted in idle chatter. 
Their home-made gab is so inferior 
to the singing, it seems delivered 3 
two other fellows. What sure-fires 
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oY 
Tabor and Green could be were the? 
(Continued on page 43) 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Dec. 21) 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 14) 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 








GERMANY 


Month of 
BERLIN 
Scala 

Maytray Ballet 
Achilles & Newm’n 
Breyer Tr 

Kalka Stanley & M 
Chas Perezoff Co 
Bolls & Bolly 
Bernt & Ptnr 

Chaz C Carter 

2 Caligris 





December 


Billy Devoy Co 


Wintergarten 
16 Tiller Girls 
Weintraub’s Sync 
Bonhair Tr 
Roth & Shay 
2 Hartwells 
Hermes 
Jenny Jugglers 
Shadow & Wonder 








Picture Theatres 


} 





NEW YORK CITY 


Capitol (13) 
*“Toytown” Unit 
Ivan Thiesault 
Carlton Emmy Co 
Fortunello & Ciril 
Aileen Clark 
Mile Pavia 
Chester Hale Girls 
*“Hallelujah’’ 


Paramount (14) 
Injenues G’mb'l’ U 
Jean Boydell 
Ruby Keeler 
“Marriage Playg’d’”’ 

Roxy (14) 
Harry Stockwell 
Harold Van Duzee 
Frederic Fradkin 
Elizabeth Biro 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
R E Markert Girls 
“Thing Called Love’ 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

Avalon (13) 
Cookie’s Bd 
Rome & Gaut 
Ashley Page 

Capitol (13) 
Charlie Crafts Bd 
Tim Marks 
Eileen & Margie 
Webster & Marino 

‘hicago (13) 

omance Isle’ U 
H L Spitalny Bd 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Eileen & Margery 
Kaye & Sayre 
Sylvia Miller 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
“The Kiss’’ 

Granada (13) 
Joey Ross 
Keo Toki & Yoki 
Cliff Crane 
Texas Redheads 

Marbro (13) 
Benny Merofft Bd 
Miller & Wilson 
Helen McFarland 
Duncan's Collies 

Oriental (13) 
“Jungle Jingles’ U 
Lou Kosloff Bd 
Allen & Canfield 
3 Marvels 
Lambert Ballet 
‘Marriage Playg’d’ 

Paradise (13) 
Snap Into It’ U 
Mark Fisher Bd 
V & E Stanton 
The Toregoes 
Patterson 2 
Maxine Henry 
Ann Williams 
Serova Girls 
“The Mighty” 

Rialto (13) 
Lillian Goodhue 
‘Wm Bence Co 

Stratford 

2a half (19-21) 
Ted Leary 
Muriel & Fisher 
Jerrie 
Vox & Walters 

Tivoli (13) 
*Creole Nights” U 
Frank Masters Bd 
Lang & Tlaley 

Rolling, Stones 
Anita La Pierre 
Chantal Sis 
D'r'thy Berke Girls 
“The Mighty” 

Uptown (13) 

Velvet Rev” U 
Al Kvale Bd 
Walter Walters Co 
Blair & Thornton 
John Quinlan 
Mary Reade Girls 
“The Mighty” 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (14). 
*White Caps” U 
Al Mitchell 
Gabriel Hines Orch 
"Marriage Playg’d’ 

State (14) 

Lillian Shaw 
Carl Shaw Co 
Jack Miller Bd 
Harry Rodgers 
‘Mysterious Island’ 

BROOKLYN 

Fox (14) 

*Dance Moods” 
Exposition 4 
Gus Mulcay 
Betty Mooney 
Ramon Caldwell 
Will Osborne Bd 
Vince Silk 
“The River’ 

Paramount (14) 
_ Matchbox Rev’ U 

lle Baler 

jersdorf Sis 
Edna Covey 
Al Gerdon Co 
Bob West 
Gene Dennis 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
‘Marriage Playg’d’ 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo (14) 
Cocoanut Grove’ U 
Phil Lampkin 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Christie & Nelson 
Cecile B'gir 
Kamba: 

Dave G@uld Girls 
‘H’if W'y to H'v’n’ 
Lafayette (14) 

Al Vann Co 

4 Cirrilio Bros 
Chung Tong Tr 
“Shanghai Lady” 

CLEVELAND 

State (14) 
“p’t'd Melodies” U 
Ted Claire 


Harry Savoy 

2 Kings 

Irene Taylor 
Birdie Dean 
Edwin Lewis 
Dr’thea Berke Girls 
‘Isle of Lost Ships’ 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (21) 
‘Radio Romance’ VJ 
Ross & Edwards 

P & W DeWees 
Laura Lane 
Larry Adler 
Gould Ballet 
DENVER, COL, 
Denver (21) 
‘Farmy'd Frolics’ U 
Senator Murpny 
Frank Hamilton 
Zastro & White 
Rernice Marshall 
Sunny Schenck 
H & S Wisner 
Dave Gould Girls 
DES MOINES, IA, 
Paramount (21) 
‘Pirates’ Melody’ U 
Smith & Hadley 
Jue Fong 
Jimmy Dunn 
Farrar 3 
Gamby-Hale B &G 
DETROIT 
Fisher (14) 
‘Chuckles of ’29° U 
Del Delbridge 
Harry Downing 
Don Valerio Co 
Lassiter Bros 
Joyce Cowles 
Fisher Ballet 
“Sacred Flame” 
Michigan (14) 
“Believe or Not” U 
Al Morey 
Leon 
Earl La Vere 
Mary & Bobby 
Walter Powell 
Olive May 
“The Kiss” 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (21) 
“Over the Top’ U 
Johnny Berke 
Doris Roche 
Bernie Bros 
Don Rowan 
Tiffany Singers 
ANGELES 
Boulevard (19) 
Freddy Bernard 
“Christina’”’ 
Egyptian (19) 
‘Uniforms’ Idea 
Armand & Perez 
Ruth Hamilton 
Sylvia Shore 
Helen More 
Joy Bros 
Soldier Boys 
“Seven Faces” 
Loew’s State (19) 
“Desert Idea’”’ 
Georgie Stoll 
Ed & Morton Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Carla Torney. Girls 
“Th’g Called Love” 
Paramount (19) 
Milton Charles 
“Sweetie’’ 
United Artists 
(Indef) 
Oliver Wallace 
“3 Live Ghosts’ 
MINNEAP., MINN, 
Minnesota (21) 
‘Snap Into It” U 
Val & E Stanton 
The Toregos 
Patterson 2 
Maxine Henry 
Ann Williams 
Serova Girls 
EWARK 
Branford (14) 
“Homecoming” 
Charlie Melson 
“Painted Angel” 
N. ORLEANS, 
Saenger (21) 
“Honeym'n Cruise” 
Joe Pepper 
Joe & Willie Hale 
Babe Morris 
Luella Teirtag 
Billy Meyers 
Eugene Ramey 
OMAHA, NEB, 
Paramount (21) 
“Garden of Love” U 
Bayes & Speck 
Renoff & Renova 
Miriam Lax 
Earl Scholl 
Felicia Sorel Co 
Dorothy Berke Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (14) 
“Beach Nights” 
The Kitaros 
Davis & La Rue 
Roy & Evian 
Maxine Doyle 
Art Hadley 
Sunkist Beauties 


“Nix on Dames” 
Mastbaum (14) 
“Sky Harbor” Unit 


Verne Buck 
Charles Previn 
Stuart Barrie 
“Navy Blues’ 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (14) 
“Night Life’ Unit 
Jay Mills 
Anido Twins 
Eddie Hanley 
Senorita Carita 
K & M Heinrichs 
“Jealousy” 





* 
Nat Nasarro Jr 
Rio Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Florie Vestoff 
Woods Miller 
Edith Rogers 
D Berke Girls 
“Ret'rn of. Holmes” 
Stanley (14) 
*“‘Jazz-mania”’ Unit 
Dick Poveell 
King King & King 
“Tiger Rose” 
PROVIDENCE 
Vay's (14) 
Rodrigo & Lila 
Royal Manila Orch 
Julia Peters 
Internat’l Opera Co 
Fields & Georgia 
Judson Cole 
3 Allison Sis 
“Nix on Dames” 
8S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas (21) 
“Let’s Go” U 
Lewis & Dodcy 
Al & Gussie Blum 
6 Bracks 
Gould Ballet 


Charles Brugge 
Helen Warner 
Eddie Rey 
La Petite Marie 
Sunkist Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusilofft 
“Love Live L’gh” 
(14) 
“Contrasts” 
Mel Klee 
1 I Fisher 
Gypsy Byrne 
Old Timers 
Nan Blackstone 
B & E Coll 
S & R Temoff 
Buddy Emmett 
Sunkist Girls 
Leon Briusiloff 
Palace (21) 
“Fan Fancies” 
Loew Unit 
Allan Rogers 
“Battle of Paris” 
(14) 
“Dresden China’ U 
Loew Unit 
Allan Rogers 


Idea 





Collins & Peterson 





LA. 





JOE MAY 


& DOTTIE 


“SELLING 


SMILES” 


ROUTED FOR LOEW 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 








WASH’GTON, D. C. 


Patti Spears 














Boulevard 
ist half (21-24) 
Redford & Madden 
Lydia Barry 
Wilton Crawley 
Joe Fejer Orch 
(One to fill) 
2d half (26-27) 
Royal Uyena Japs 
Cliff & Reiss 
Fielder-Harriet Co 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Sun Tanned Follies 
Capitol (21) 
Lou Holtz 
Dolories Eddie & D 
Pearl Twins 
Douglas Stanbury 
(One to fill) 
Delancey St. 
Ist half (21-24) 
Monroe Bros 
Ethel Pastor 
Bernard & Ward 
Fielder-Harriet Co 
Hall & Dexter 
Sun Tanned Follies 
2a half (25-27) 
Kluting’s Animals 
Dave Ferguson 
Tom Hoier Co 
Jean Granese Co 
Lockett & Page Co 
(One to fill) 
Fairmount 
1st half (21-24) 
Ora 
Burton & Holmes 
Leon & Dawn 
Sam Hearn 
Odiva & Seals 
2a half (25-27) 
Jack Housh Co 
Anderson & Graves 
Robbins & Jewitt 
Happiness Girls 
(One to fill) 
Grand 


Ist half (21-24) 
56 Juggling Nelsons 
Bernard Weber Co 
Claude & Marion 
Meyers L ip R Rev 
(One to fill 

2a halt (26- 27) 
Prosper & Maret 
Le Van & Bernie 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Joe Fejer Co 
(One to fill) 

Lincoln Sq. 

Ist half (21-24) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Eddie Nelson 
Nite in L 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Sam Hearn 
(Others to fill) 

National 

Ist half (21-24) 
La France & Reed 
Johnny Downs 
Tom Hoier Co 
Johny Berkes Co 
“(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Helen Carlson 
Hewitt & Hall 
Leon & Dawn 
Moore & Pa 
Daro & Costa Rev 

Orpheum 

Ist half (21-24) 
Little Pipifax 
George Lyons 
Tracey & Elwood 
Money Is Money 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Bloomberg Alask’ns 
Morrell & Beckwith 
Janet of France 
Claude & Marion 
Lights & Shadows 

Paradise (21) 
Fortunello & C’lino 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 
Aileen Clark 
Ivan Triesault 
Pavle 

State (21) 
Sun Fong Lin Tr 
Eddie Leonard 
Living Jewels 
(Two to fill) 
Victoria 

ist half (21-24) 
Kluting’s Animals 
The Briants 





Frances Arms Co 


Fox (21) Rodion: 3 
“Jazz Bucaneers” Jolly & Smith 
J I Fisher Chester Hale Girls 
Emilie & Romaine “Lockzd Door” 
NEW YORK CITY , Lockett & Page Co 


(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
3 Melvin. Bros 
Ulis & Clark 

Lew White Co 
Buddy Doyle & H 
Bronson & Renee 


BROOKLYN 
Bedford 

Ist half (21-24) 
The Ralstons 
Bennett & Richards 
Bussey & Case 
lights & Shadows 
(One to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 
George Lyons 
The Briants 
Amerique- Neville 
(Two to fill) 


Gates Ave. 

Ist half (21-24) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Clark & Smith 
Lew White Co 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Oscar Stang Orch 

2d half (25-27) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Bernard Weber Co 
Fisher & Hurst 
Coscia & Verdi 
Money Is Money 

Kings (21) 
Adler & Bradford 
Mills & Shea 
Charlotte Woodruff 
(Two to fill) 


‘s 46th St. 

Ist half (21-24) 
Archie & G Falls 
Hewitt & Hall 
Janet of France 
Jones & Rea 
Bronson & Renee 

2a half (25-27) 
Robbins 3 
Tracey & Elwood 
Frances Arms Co 
Lee Murray Girls 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (21) 
Aurora 3 
Zelda Santley Co 
Bert Gordon Co 
Jack Sidney Co 
(One to fill) 

Oriental 

ist half (21-24) 
Royal Uyena Japs 
Edith Bohlman 
Frank Dobson Co 





BALTIMORE, MD. 
Loew (21) 
Collins & Peterson 

Patti Spear 
Rodian 3 
Jolly & Smith 
Georgie Tapps 


BAY RIDGE 


Loew's 
ist half (21-24) 
Helen Carlson 
3 Keena Sis 
Moore & Pal 
Garden of Roses 
(One te fill) 
2a half (25-27) 
Little Pipifax 
Etta Reed 
Abbott & Bisland 
Joyner & Foster 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (21) 
Grace & M Eline 
All Girl Show 


(Three to fill) 
CANTON 
Loew's (21) 

Gobs of Joy 


(Others to fill) 
CORONA, L. IL 
Plaza 
Ist half (21-24) 

3 Melvin Bros 
Etta Reed 

Anger & Fair 
Gifford & Gresham 
Abbott & Bisland 
2a half (25-27) 
Paul Nolan Co 

3 Keena Sis 
Wilton Crawley 
Odiva & Seals 
(One to fill) 
EVANSVILLE 
Loew’s (21) 
Milton Berle Unit 
(Others to fill) 


HOUSTON 
State (21) 


Sheldon Heft & L 


Reynolds & White 
Nat C Haines Co 
Raymond & Cav'rly 
6 Lucky Boys 
JAMAICA, L. L 
Valencia (21) 
John Maxwell 
Marguerite & Gill 
Steve Savage 
(Two to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (21) 
Andre De Val 4 
Horton Spurr 
Burns & Kissen 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew's (21) 
Angel Bros 
Frank Conville 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Harry Fox 
Tracey & Hay 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (21) 
4 Ussems 
Primrose 4 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Dixie Follies 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (21) 
Gordon & Day 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Robinson & Pierce 
Ruth Roye 
Fein & Tennyson Co 


NEWARK 
State (21) 
Karoli Bros 
Tom Fulimer Co 
Kirby & Du Val 
Lippll’s Cute Kids 
(One to fill) 
ORLEANS 
State (21) 
Les Jardys 
Romaine & Castle 
Jack Janis Co 
Caits Bros 
Carl Freed Orch 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (21) 
Ed & Jen Rooney 
Dixie Hamilton 
Smith & Hart 
Les Gellis 
Benny Barton Co 
RICHMOND 
Loew's (21) 
Bordner-Boyer Co 
Claude & C Strud 
Allman & Coulter 
Harry Girard Ens 
(One to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (21) 
Castleton & Mack 
Edith Clifford 
Singer’s Midgets 
(Two to fill) 
SYRACUSE 
Loew’s (21) 
Holmes & Willy 
Sylvia Froos 
Alex Hyde Bd 
Toney & Norman 
Stickney’s Circus 
TORONTO 
Loew's (21) 
Royal Sidneys 
Peggy Brooks 
Millard & Marlin 
Boyle & Della 
Gracella-Theo’re Co 
WASH’GTON, D. C. 
Loew’s (21) 
Sunshine Sammy 
Olive Sibley 
(Three to fil) 
W’TE PL’NS, N. Y. 
State 
ist half (21-24) 
Down Home 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (25-2 
Burton & Holmes 
De Long & Renard 
(Three to fill) 
W’DHAVEN, L. I. 
Willard 
Ist half (21-24) 
Prosper & Maret 
Ulis & Clark 
Fisher & Hurst Co 
Cscia & Verdi 
Lee Murray Girls 
2a half (25-27) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Clark & Smith 
George D’Ormnde 
Denno & Rochelle 
(One to fill) 
btenat N. Y. 


ers 
ist half (21-24) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Cliff & Reiss 
Anderson & Graves 
Buddy Doyle & H 
Happiness Girls 
2a half (25-27) 
The Ralstns 
Lydia Barry 
Jones & Rea 





Meyers Lubos & R 
(One to fill) 








Keith’s 








NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 
ist half ' (21-24) 
Thelma D’Onzo Co 
Carr Lynn 
Billy Maine Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
3 Arts Revue 
2d half (25-27) 
Havania 
Gold & Ray 
M'sh’ll Montgomery 
Summers & Hunt 
Jean Rankin Bells 
2d half (18-20) 
Margie Hallick Co 
Vic Laurie 
Irene Rich Co 
Moss & Frye 
Robbins 3 
Coliseum 
ist half (21-24) 
6 Danubes 
M Wynne & Sonny 
Raymond Bond 
Helen Kane 
Warren O’Brien 
2a half (25-27) 
Lime 3 
Jack Dempsey 
Del Ortos 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
On Wah Tr 
Margaret Schilling 
Lulu McConnell Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Tiny Town Rev 
Sist Street 
Ist half (21-24) 
Eno Tr 
Foster Fagin & Cox 
Any Family 
Ken me A 
(One to fill) 





2d half (25-27) 


Martinet & Crow 
Jack Dempsey 
Jack Wilson 
7 Mariners 
(One to fill) 
Fordham 

1st half (21-24) 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (26- 27) 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Ada Brown 
Any Family 
Dave Appollon 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Bordner & Boyer 
Boyd Senter 
Wm Seabiry Co 
Saranoff & O’R’rke 
Jack Dempsey 

Franklin 


Ist half (21-24) 

Dest Sloan Co 
ad & D Leslie 

Fohe Barton Co 
Mimi Rollins 
The Devil’s Circus 
Chabot & Tortoni 

2d half (25-27) 
3 Lewis Bros 
Evans & Wolf Co 
Geo Shelton Co 
Demarest & Deland 
Children of China 
Al Herman 
U 8 Indian Bd 

2d half (18-20) 
Cortella Rev 
Stanley & Birnes 
Major Mite 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Harry Hayden Co 





Weston & Lyons 
Lane Osburne C Co 


Havania Co 
2a half (25-27) 
Thelma D’Onzo Co 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Chabot & Tortoni 
The Devil’s Circus 
Barry & Lancaster 
Hungaria. Tr 
2d half (18-20) 
Revels of 1930 
Paul Sydell & Sp’ty 
John Barton Co 
Hayes & Cody 
Chas T Aldrich 
Kane & Ellis 
U S Indian Bd 
125th Street 
Ist half (21-24) 
Rostando & Partner 
Shaw & Burnette 
Moro & Francis 
Raymond & Weber 
Local Girls 
2d half (25-27) 
Local Girls 
Margie Hallick Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
f.ocal Girls 
Brady R’dle M & B 
Sir Cecil Alexander 
Wright & Morley 
Thornton & Dunn 
Palace (21) 
Palienberg’s Bears 
8 Rangers 
Chevalier Bros 
Ted Lewis Orch 
Herb Williams 
Glenn & Jenkins 
(14) 
Felovis 
Barry & Whitledge 
Chinese Show Boat 
Jim McWilliams 
Ted Lewis 
Dixie Four 
Madge Kennedy Co 





Gordn & Gertrude 

Hunter &, Monty 

Chase & Latour 

Jed Dooley 

Gracie Smith Co 

Shipwreck Kelly 
BING AMTO N 

- 


ist half (21-24) 
Frish Rector & T 
Roy Rogers 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (18-20) 
Ford & Watson 
Paul Mohr Co 
Cora Green 
4 Sidneys 
Pepita Granadas Co 

BOS 


Keith-Albee (21) 
7 Mariners 

Lane & Lee 
Dainty Marie 

Al Trahane 
Felovis 


(14) 

Adolph Gladys & BE 
Joe Jackson 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Buck & Bubbles 
Nan Halperin 

BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (21) 
Everett Sanderson 
Rogers & Wynne 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Liazeed Arabs 

(14) 

Harris & Claire 
Ryan & Noblette 
Maryland Colleg’ns 
Harry Burns Co 
Kikuta Japs 

CALGARY 

Grand (21) 


The Digataros 








Write 





R-K-O Representatives 
CHARLES MORRISON 
JESSE FREEMAN 
LARRY PUCK 
Wire 
The Charles Morrison Agency 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Phone Bryant 5746 


Phone 




















Riverside (21) 
Gautier’s Toy Snop 
Weston & Lyons 
Jack Dempsey 
Jas J Corbett Co 
(One to fill) 

(14) 
8 Rangers 
Scott Sanders 
Esther Ralston 
Dainty Marie 
Jeanette Hackett 


Royal 
ist half (21-24) 
Berta 
Chase & La Tour 
Guiran & Kirk 
O'Connor Family 
(One to fill) 
2a half (25-27) 
The Daros 
Dixie 4 
Sam & C Morton 
Geo Austin Moore 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
Homer Romaine 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Wilson & Dobson 
Harris & Pepper 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (21) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tabor & Greene 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Rae Samuéls 
Colleano Family 
Bushwick 
ist half (21-24) 
Cora Green 
Wilson & Dobson 
Hughes & Levere 
4 Aces & a Queen 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Sanders Hipp’drome 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
5 Melody Girls 
Russell & Haggerty 
Al Lester Co 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Wheeler & Bernett 
Kenmore (21) 
Margaret Schilling 
Lulu McConnell 
Wilton & Weber 
Tiny Town Rev 
(One to fill) 


(14) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Gold & Ray 
Blossom & Seely 
Al Herman 
Great Rolle 

Madison 
ist half (21-24) 
Hungaria Tr 
Ada Brown 
Harry Carrol Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Silano’s Circus 
Lathrop Bros 





Blossom Seeley 
Jack Wilson 











TUESDAYS 
HOTEL 
MANHATTA 
159 West Vom oe 
NEW YORK 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 














Robbins & Jewitt 
Daro & Costa Rev 
2a half (25-27) 
La France & Reed 

Ethel Pastor 
Manny King Co 
Oscar Stang Orch 
(One to fill) 


Pitkin (21) 
Cole & Snyder 
3 Dennis Sis 
Gordon & King 
(Two to fill) 


Premier 
ist half (21-24) 
Bloomberg Alask’ns 
Jack Housh Co 
George D’Ormonde 
Jean Granese Co 
Frabel’s Frolics 
2d half (25-27) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Edith Bohlman 
Bennett & Richards 
Bussey & Case 
Garden of Roses 
AKRO? 
Loew's (21) 
3 Silvers 
Mario & Lazarin 
Harry Kahne 
Francis & Wally 
Bnow Columbus & I 
ATLANTA 
Grand (21) 
Dave Harris Co 





(Others to fill) 


Estelle Taylor 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
Hungaria Tr 
Jos E Howard 
Chas Ruggles 
Lillian Morton 
Dance Parade 


86th Street 

Ist half (21-24) 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Lathrp Bros 
Roger Imhoff 
Jack Wilson 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(Three to fill) 

2a — -20) 
Jim the Bea 
Geo Beatty 
Any Family 
Helen Kane 
Jack & K Spangler 


58th Street 

Ist half (21-24) 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Barey & Lancaster 
Dave Appollon 
(Two t fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
F'rabelle Frolics 
Harry Carfoll Rev 
Sylvia Clark 
(Two to fill) 





2d half (18-20) 


Hamilton 

ist half (21-24) 
Harry Puck 
Green & Blossom 
Odette Charles & M 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Lathrop Bros 
Westn & Lyons 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
3 Alex 
M’'Donald & P’r'dise 
Mason & Keeler 
Jack North 
Stanley & Cracl@rs 
Hippodrome (21) 
Fred Bradna Circus 
Hill’s Elephants 
Lusita Leers 
6 Molays 
(One to fill) 


(14) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Pepito 
Tabor & Green 
O'Hanlon & Z’bouni 
Fred Ardath Co 
Glad Rags 
Jefferson 
ist half (21-24) 
3 Lewis Bros 
Gold & Ray 
Geo Shelton Co 
Cecil Alexander 





Children of China 





Nae to fgl) 

2d half “i8- -20) 
Jean Care 
Howard & Newton 
Chester Conklin Co 
Bobby Folsom 
(One to fill) 


Prospect 
Ist half (21-24) 
Sanders Hipp’drome 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
La Paul 
Wilson & Dobson 
Billy Farrell 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
Claire & Atwood 
Foster Fagan & Cox 
Welch Smith & § 
(Two to fill) 
AK 


Palace (21) 
Harry Howard Co 
(Others to fill) 

14) 


( 
Luisville Loons 
Hill Billies 
(Three to fill) 

ALBANY 
Proctor’s (21) 
Nathal 
Foley & Latour 
Pastine Rev 





(Two to fill) 
ay 





Powers & Jarrett 
Derickson & Brown 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
(14) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Posner 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (21) 
Rich & Hart 
Larry Rich & Gang 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Herman Timberg 
Tempest & S'nshine 
Bill Robinson 
Francois Densmore 
(14) 


7 Nelsons 
Harrison & Dakin 
Junior Durkin Co 
Healy & Cross 
Edna Torrence Co 
Duncan Sis 
Chas Slim Timblin 
State Lake (21) 
Murand & Girton 
Stanley & Ginger 
Viola Dana Co 
Joseph Regan 
Kramer & Boyle 
Lee Twins 
(14) 
Joe Mendi 
Mary Marlowe 
Stop Look & Listen 
Charles Ray Co 
4 Camerons 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (21) 
Harry Waiman Co 
Hunter & Percival 
Lina Basquette 
Jim McWilliams 
4 Phillips 


(14) 
Thalero’s Circus 
Vim Boys 
Theda Bara Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Lee Twins Co 

CLEVELAND 
105th Street (21) 
Hill Billies 
Mary Marlowe 
Edna Torrence 
4 Camerons 
Joe Mendi 
“q14) 
Chevalier Bros 
Ewing Eaton 
Frank Hunter & P 
Harry Conley Co 
(One to fill) 

Palace (21) 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Ledova 
Corinne Tilton 
Willie West & McG 
(One to fill) 

DE» 
Orpheum (21) 
Youth & Beauty Co 
(Others to fill) 


14) 
Falls Reading & B 
Don Cummings 
Dillon & Parker 
Freda & Palace 
Russian Art Fee 


Co 


ELMIR! 
Keeney 
ist half (21-24) 
Clinton & Capp’leno 
Maidie & Ray 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Wilson & Keppel 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
Ferris & Ray Rev 
Dick Dalton 
Donia & Clark 
6 American Belf’rds 
(One to fill) 
FLUSHING 
Keith's 
Ist half (21-24) 
Ed Sheriff Co 
Weber & Ray 
Blossom Seeley Co 
Hurst & Vogt 
Chapelle & Cariton 
2d half (25-27) 
Great Rolle 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Helen Kane 
Warren & O'Brien 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
6 Molays 
Keith Wilbur 
Billy House Co 
Burns & Allen 
Tinova & Baikoff 


Keith’s 
2d half (25-27) 
Harrim’n Swan & L 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
The Kitayamas 
Clinton & Capaline 


Evans & Adams 
Crazy Rhythm 
(One to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
State 


Ist half (21-24) 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Lillian Morton 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 


Herr Hoffman Co 
Cora Green 
John Barton Co 
Fred Lightner Co 
The Co-Eds 

2d half (18-20) 
The Daros 


Ada Brown 

Green & Blossom 

Leo Hannon Co 

(One to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (21) 

Mascagno 4 

Graca Doro 

Clifford & Marion 

Harris & Radcliffe 


Florence Rich’rdson 
(14) 
tolf Fiends 


Ruddell & Donegon 
(Three to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (21) 
Carry & Eddy 
Claudia Coleman 
Davis & Darnell 
Bob Murphy 
Frank Evers & G 
(14) 





= 


wate, BM 
LAND 
R- “0 Fantages 
) 
La Salle & Mack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie La Vere 
Chamb'l'n & Himeg 
6 Brown Bros 
(14) 
Kelso Bros Unit 
(Others to fill) 
* PROVIDENCE 
Keith-Albee (21) 
Mona & B Dobson 
Franklyin Ardell] 
Nan Halperin 
Lou Cameron 
Pepito 
4) 
Lime 3 
Baby Rose Marie 
Billy Maine Co 
Al Tr Siane 
Frabelle Frolics 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (21) 
Cardini 
Norman Thomas § 
Corinne Tilton 
Harry Conley Co 
(One to fill) 
(T4) 


Nathal 

Monica & A Skelly 
Adele Verne 

Billy & Elsa Newell 

Randall & Watson 

SALT LAKE Ciry 
R-K-O Pantages 








“HOWARD SLOATS 





“BONDS FOR INVESTMENT : 





A. B. Leach & Co... Inc.. 


57 William St..N. Y 





—_ - EE | 





The Pickfgrds 
Brems F M Bros 
Mildred Hunt 
Jerome & Gray 


The Demarcos 
M’KEESPORT 
Harris 


ist half (21-24) 
Melino & Davis 
Little Rev 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
M’D’nald & P’r’dise 
Bill Teelack 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Gene & M Moore 
Dotson 
Zita Anis Co 
(Two to fill) 

MONTREAL 

Imperial (21) 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Kelly & Jackson 
Mary Haynes 
(Two to fill) 

(14) 
Les Galenos 
Jack Usher 
Kitchen Pirates 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
(One to fill) 
MT. VERNON 
Keith’s 

Ist half (21-24) 
Meehan Dogs 
May Questelle 
Claire Vincent Co 
Pat Hening 
(One to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
JI & B Cavanaugh 
Ray & Nord 
Harry Hayden Co 
Lillian Morton 
4 Diamonds 

2d half (18-20) 
Johnny Jordon Co 
Bobby May 
Geo Shelton Co 
Swartz & Clifford 
Don Lee & Louise 

NEWARK 

Palace (21) 
Jean Carr Co 
Bobby May 
Burns & Allen 
Billy House Co 
(One “to fill) 


q14) 
Jack Joyce Hors‘s 
Peg Bates 
Melino & Davis 
Estelle Taylor 
Norton & Haley 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith’s 
ist half (21-24) 
Jack Joyce Horses 
Primrose Semon 
Harry Hayden Co 
Night in Spain 
(One to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
Kuma Co 
Foster Fagan & Cox 
Ken Murray 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
4 Blue Steppers 
Fred Stritt 
Web's Entertainers 
(One to fill) 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (21) 
2 Daveys 
Yates & Lawley 
Leavitt & L’ckwood 
(Two to fill) 


(14) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Goss & Barrows 





(21) 
Helena Justa & C 


Bozo Snyder 
Brady & Wells 
Roy Cummings 
(One to fill) 


(14) 
Youth & Beauty Ge 
(Others to fill) 
SAN DIEGO 
Keith’s (21) 
Songs & Steps 
Goss & Barrows 
Mildred Hunt 
Harry Holmes 
Bawyer & Eddy 
(14) 


Doin’ Things 
J C Flippen 
(Three to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (21) 
Schepp’s Circus 
Pearl Hickman Co 
Pollack & Dunn 
Flo Lewis 
Morris & Campbell 
(14) 


Unit 


2 Daveys 
Yates & Lavy 
Leavitt & L’ckwood 
(Two to fill) 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith 


Ist half (21-24) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Fabor & Lehr 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Red Donahue & Pal 
Hewing Eaton 
Watts & Hawley 
Bob Carter & A Sis 
(One to fill) 

2d half (18-20) 
Gardini 
Roy Rogers 
Wright Douglas Ce 
Marie & Ann Clark 
Reismann Al'b'm'n@ 

SEATTLE 

Orpheum (21) 
Odds & Ends 
Sid Marion 
(Three to fill) 

(14) 


Tillis & La Rue 
Curly Purns Co 
Fritz & J’n Hubert 
Eddie Pardo Co 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
SPOKANE 

Orphcum (21) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Packer 
Olsen & Joh:1son 
(Two to on 


Dance Fables 
Hal Neiman 
Ruby Norton 
Ray & Harrison 
Fred Brivemer. 
LovUIS 


ST. 

Keith’s (21) 
Chas Slim Timblina 
Golf Fiends 
(Three Ping 


Maidie & Ray 
Hilton & Almy 
Siamese Twins 
Williams & Delaney 
(One to fill) 
ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (21) 
Howard's Ponies 
Block & Sully 
Ike Rose Midgets 
(Two to fil!) 
q14) 


Pavley Oukrainsky 
Nash & Fately 





——— SS 





——- 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. 4s 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 
This Week: Bobby Clark; Joe Daniels 





— 





Pollock & Dunn 
Harry Holmes 
Marinelli Girls 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (21) 
Russian Art Circus 
Falls Reading & B 
Freda & Palace 
Dillon & Parker 
(One to fill) 
4) 
Mascagno 4 
Grace Doro 
Clifford & Marion 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Florence Rich’rdson 
TTAWA 
Keith’s (21) 
The Dakotas 
Jack Usher Co 
Gracie Smith Co 
(Two to fill) 
(14) 
Martin & Martin 
Sandy Shaw 
Anderson & Burt 
Vaughan Comfort 
Paula Paquita &C 
PITTSBURGH 
Marris (21) 
Zita Anis Co 
Gene & M Moore 
Packard & Dodge 
6 Orleys 
(One to fill) 
(14) 
Carol Lynne 
Meyers & Roth 
Jim & M Harkins 





Rhythm & Taps 





Wm & Joe Mandell 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 
SYRACUSE 
Keith (21) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Bob Hope 
Norman Thomas § 
(Two to fill) 
TACOMA 


Tillis & tare. 
Curl urns 
Frits & J’'n Hubert 
Eddie Pardo Co 
Beehee & Rubyate 
(14) 
La Salle & Mack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie La Vere 
Chamb’l’n & Himes 
6 Brown Bros 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (21) 
Harris & Claire 
Ryan & Noblette 
Maryland Colleg’ns 
Harry Burns Co 
Kikuta Japs 
(14) 
Everett Sanderson 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Kelly & Jackson 
Runaway 4 
The Dakotas 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (21-24) 
Kuma 
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Wednesday; December 18, 1929 


VARIETY 


45 























Cabarets 





NEW YORK 


a ——— 
WHITE E Flat 4 Nat Spector 

Bey has n ‘s Mabel & Marcia Mary Price 
(Threnalf (25-27) ist half (21:24) | Helen Aubrey Arnold Hartman 

. ladys & B|WHarry Foster Welc Jallen arnes AS a 
doen tmhoff Peter Higgins UTICA, N.Y. ee 
J ex North (Three to fill) Gayety 7 th 

Two to fill) 2a half (25-27) Ist half (21-24) ‘Contrasts’™ Idea 
. 2a half (18-20) Mae Questelie “Jazz Cinderella” Nan Blackstone 
Ed & May Ernie 5h ng o> ee tA Sine Coll Gallant 

‘ ev | Raynor hr Co oy Rogers e rallant’s 

Harry Carroll R (Two to fill) James Gaylord Buddy Emmett REM Johnston 


(Three to fill) 


TROY 
Proctor’s 
st half (21-24) 
mod Donahue & Pal 
Hewing Eaton 
Watts & Hawley 
Bob Carter & A Sis 
(One to fill) 
2a half (25-27) 
Jerry & J Martin 
Roy Rogers 
Fabor & Lehr 
Kitchen Pirate 
(One to fill) 
2a half (18-20) 
Thelma D’Onzo Co 
Rags & Rhythm 
Sol Gould Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Pastine Rev 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 
Ist half (21-24) 
The Daros 
Dixie 1 





2d half (18-20) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Alton & Wilson 
Peter Higgins 
(Two to fill) 

WINNIPEG 

Orpheum (21) 
Paviey Oukrainsky 
Nash & Fately 
Wm & Jue Mandell 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 

(14) 
Powers & Jarrett 
Derickson & Brown 
Stewart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
(One to fill 

ONKERS 
Keith’s 

Ist half (21-24) 
3 McCann Sis 
Olyn Landick 
4 Diamonds 
Walter Dare Wah) 
(One to fill) 

2a half (25-27) 











“AUSTRALIAN TOUR” 














Jack North 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Meehan Dogs 
Chase & Latour 
Odette Charles & M 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (18-26) 
Harry Foster Welch 
Norton & Hceoper 
4 Diamonds 
(Two to fill) 

T°NCOUVER 

©. pheum (21) 
Dance Fables 
Hal Neiman 
Ruby Norton 
Ray & Harrison 
Fred Sylvester 

14 


(14) 
Odds & Ends 
Sid Marion 
(Three to fill) 





Jack Joyce Horses 
Harry Foster Welch 
Claire Vincent Co 
Night in Spain 
(One to fill) 
2d half (18-20) 
Lester Irving 3 
Lathrop Bros 
Roger Imhof Co 
Fred Lizhtner 
Dance Bou suet 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (21) 
Senorita Alcanez Co 
Harrison & Dakin 
Junior Durkin 
Chain & Archer 
Thalero’s Circus 
(14) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Wm Ebbs 
Toto 
Medley & Dupree 
Liazeed Tr 





Fanchon and Marco 





ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (20) 

“Bizarre’’ Idea 
Fortune:lo & C’lint 
Leonard & White 
Reed & Levere 
Jolane Teske & B 
Bob Jones 


BRIDGEP’RT, CT. 
Palace (21) 

“Dance Moods’’ 

Exposition 4 

Gus Mulcay 

Betty Mooney 

Ramon Caldwell 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
. Savoy 

2d half (24-26) 
“Jazz Buccaneers” 
Emilie & Romaine 
Chas Brugge 
Eddie May 
Helen Warner 
La Petite Marie 
DYNVER, COTA. 
our ~ Grand (19) 
Trado Twins 
Carlena Diamond 
Harold Stantn 

DETROIT 
Vox, (20) 

“Ser'ni'd Melodies” 
David Reece 
Sherry Louise 
Franklin & Warner 
Jack & B Welling 
Tacille Iverson 

verts & Low 


Ist haif (20-22) 
“Carnival Russe” 
Countess Sonia 
Alex Sherer-Bekefl 
San lL.infiel€d Co 
Doris Mierly 

GREAT FALLS 

Grand (19) 
“Types? Idea 
Trado Twins 
Carlena Diamond 
Harold 

HAKTFORD CT. 

Capitol (21) 
“Speal’ Idea 
Black Cat 4 
Cal Norris Greyh’ds 





Emilie & Romaine 
Chas Brugge 
Eddie Ray 

Helen Warner 

La Petite Marie 


NIAGARA FALLS 
rand 


St 

ist half (19-21) 
“Jazz Cinderella” 
Mae Usher 
Roy Rogers 
James Gaylord 
Albert Hugo 
Adair & Stewart 
Billy Randall 
Pauline Alpert 


OAKLAND 
Fox (20) 
“Black & Gld"” Idea 

4 Kemmys 
Arnoid Grazer 
Maxine Hamilton 
Lee Wilmot 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (206) 
“Beach Nighis 
Morley & Anger 
Art Hadley 
Kitaros 
Davis & LaRue 
Bradley & Evian 
Maxine Doyle 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Broadway (19) 
“Baby Songs” Idea 
Penny Pennington 
Miller & Marx 
Rose Valyda 
Pearl Hoff 


Senator. (20) 
“Jazz Temple” Idea 
Wally Jackson 
Nora Schiller 
Gus Elmore 
Sylvia Doree 
Temple Beauties 
SALEM, OREGON 

Elsinore (21) 
“Idea in Green” 
Bddie Lambert 
Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Record 
Way Watts & A 

SAN DIEGO 

Fox (19) 
‘Internation'l’ Idea 
Frederico Flores 


} 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 





1632 B'way. at 50th St.. N. Y. City 





—_— 


Parker & Mack 
elen Burke 
HOLLYWOOD 
_Egyptian (19) 
niforms”’ ldea 
Armand & Perez 
Ruth Hamilton 
Bylvia Shore & H 
oy Bros 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (19) 


“Hot Dominoes” 
Les Klicks 
Pall Mall 


Toots Novelle 
LOS ANGELES 


State (19) 
“Desert” Idea 


MILWAUKEE 
ss Wisconsin (20) 
Columns” Idea 
Rome & Gaut 
Niles Marsh 
Billy Rolls 
Maxine Evelyn 
Dorothy Henley 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
- Palace (19) 
Sweet Cookies” 
Eva Mandel 
Jones & Hu!l 
Roy Loomis 
Bobbe Tompson 
NEW YORK CITY 
Audubon 
“3 Ist half (21-24) 
azz Buccaneers” 





SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (20) * 
“Let’s Pretend’ 
Tillyou & Rogers 
Lyda Roberti 
Ed Chaney 
Rita Lane 
SAN JOSE 
California 
2a half (23-26) 
“Carnival Russe” 
Countess Sonia 
Alex Sherer-Bekefii 
San Linfield Co 
Doris Nierly 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Fifth Ave. (19) 
“Far East” Idea 
Frank Stover 
Helen Pachaud 
M Sanami Co 
3 Jacks & 2 Queens 
Ruth Kadamatsu 
Joan Hardcastle 
SP’GFIELD, MASS. 
Palace (21) 
“Wat'melon Biues’’ 
Mammy & Picks 
Louise & Mitchell 
Ted Ledford 
Southern Steppers 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (20) 
“Kisses Idea 
Joe & JI McKenna 
Will Cowan 
Dave Hacker 








Albert Hugo 
Adair & Stewart 
Billy Randall 
Pauline Alpert 
VANCOUV'R, B. C. 
Strand (16) 
“Accordion” Idea 
Burt & Lehman 
Theo & Katya 


Serge & R Temoff 

The Old Timers 

W’RC’STER, MASS. 
Palace. (20) 

“Gardens” Idea 

Slate Bros 

Moffa & Mae 

Vina Zolie 





Cliff Nazarro 











Interstate | 


| 








ATLANTA 
Keith’s (23) 
Lamont 4 
Masters & Grayce 
Swor & Goode 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
(One to fill) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (23) 
Don Galvin 
Murdock & Mayo 
Lubin Lowry & A 
Evans & Mayer 
(One to fill) 
CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum 
2a half (26-29) 
2 Blossoms 
Grace Dunbar Nile 
Chas Althoff 
Jimmy Allard Co 
(One to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (21) 
Permaine & Shelley 
Kitty Doner 
Val Harris Co 
Tom Davies 3 
(One to fill) 
EFT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (20) 
Saxon Reed & K 
Parker Babb 
Pressler & Klaiss 


Princess Pat 
(One to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Majestic (21) 
St Clair Sis & O’D 
Henry J Kelly 
J Cobb & S Lowry 
Al & F Stedman 
5 Syncopets 
MIAMI, OKLA. 
Orpheum (23) 
Count Berni Vici 
(Others to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (21) 
Kiddie Rev 
Ryan Sis 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Cnlin & Glass 
Marion Wilkins Co 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (20) 
Frankenburg Kids 
Cok & Oatman 
Kerr & Ensign 
Al K Hall 
Yacopi Tr 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic (21) 
Honey Family 
Cherry Blossom & J 
Angus & Searle 
Frank Devoe 





Irene Vermillion 








Association 








AKRON, OHIO 
Palace (21) 
Max & Gang 
Harry Howard Co 
Gamby-Hale Girls 
(Two to fill) 
C’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
Iowa 
Ist half (22-24) 
Bruno Weiss 3 
Cardiff & Wales 
Harry Hines 
Edith Griffith Co 
2d half (25-28) , 
Polar Pastimes 
Carl McCullough 
Senna & Dean 


Thomas Saxotette 
DAVENPORT, IA.. 
Capitol 


ist half (22-24) 
Bruno Weiss 3 
Cardiff & Wales 
Joyce Lando Co 
DES MOINES, IA. 

Orpheum 

ist half (22-24) 
Herbert G & V 
Allan Reno 
Spirit of Minstrelsy 

2d half (25-28) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Shapiro & O’Mall’y 
Edith Griffith Co 
GREEN B’Y, WIS. 

Auditorium 

Ist half (20-22) 
Earl & Edwards 
Mildred Andre Co 
(Three to fill) 
IND’NP’LIS, IND. 

Lyrie (21) 
Pickard & Seal 
Wm Ebbs 
Don Santo 
Exie Butler & G’ng 
(Two to fill) 

LINCOLN, NEB. 

Stuart (23) 
Elsa Greenwell Co 
Jack Major 
(One to fill) 

LONDON, CAN. 

Loew's 

Ist half (23-25) 
Manning & Klass 
Manahan & Co-Eds 
(One to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
Grauman Hess & V 
Lonesome Club 
(One to fill) 

MADISON, WIS. 

Orpheum 

Ist half (22-24) 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 
Princeton & Renee 
Stanley Rollickers 

2d half (25-28) 
Large & Morgner 
Marveltone 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Orpheum (21) 


J & F McBride Co 
Wylie & Young 
(Two to fill) 


MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Riverside (21) 
Stop Look & Listen 

Picchiani Tr 
(Three to fill) 
MIN’POLIS, MIN. 
Seventh St. (21) 
Alexander Sis 
Don Cummings 
Eddie Dale Co 
(Two to fill) 
N’SHVILLE, T’NN. 
Princess (21) 
Groh & Pianoh’nds 
Pat Daly & Help 
Broadus Erle 
Corey & Mann Co 
(One to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
Ist half (22-24) 
Powers & Wallace 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (25-28) 
Harmonica Ba 
Hart’s Krazy Kats 
(Three to fill) 
SHEB’YG’N, WIS. 
Sheboygan 
Ist half (21-22) 
Hap Hazard 
Snoozer Jr 
(Three to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (21-23) 
Revue La Merit 
Shapiro & O’Mall’y 
Larimer & Hudson 
(Two to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
ist half (22-24) 
Doc Baker Co 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (25-28) 
York & xXord 
Chas Ray 
(Three to fill) 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Grand 
Ist haif (21-24) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Opera vs Jazz 
Fauntleroy & Van 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (25-27) 
W D Pollard 
Eddie Dale Co 
5 Mounters 
(Two to fill) 
WINDSOR, CAN. 
Capitol 


Ist haif (23-25) 
Grauman Hess & V 
Lonesome Club 
(One to fill) 

2a half (26-28) 
Manning & Klass 
Manahan & Co-Eds 





Vernon Rathburn 


(One to fill) 





Great 





States 





JOLIET, ILL. 
Rialto 


ist half (23-25) 
Healy & Cross 
Chas Slim Timblin 
(One to fill) ; 

2a half (26-28) 
Palm Beach Girls 
(Two to fill) 

PEORIA, ILL. 

Palace 

-Ist half (22-24) 

B'’ bby Uke H'nshaw 


(Two to fill) 

2a half (25-28) 
7 Nelsons 
O'’Niel & Manners 
Dancing (acets 
WAUKEGAN, ILL. 

Genesee 

Ist half (22-25) 
Large & Morgner 
Senna & Dean 
Shuron De Vries 





2a half (26-23) 
Tantation Days 
| (Two to fill) 








Stanley-Fabian 








HOBOKEN, N. d. 
Fabian 

Ist half (21-24) 
Van Arman’s Mins 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (25-27) 
Martinet & Crow 
Douglas Wright Co 
Hurst & Vogt 


(Two to fill) 


PATER-ON, N. J. 


Ist 1 
Douglas Wright Co 
(Others to fill) 





2a half (25-27) 
Lester's Im Midg’ts 
(Others to fill 


) 
PHILADELPHIA | 





Earle (20) 
King King & 


King | 
(Others to fll) j 





Elinor Kerr 
Cardell Twins 
Harry Stockwell 
Hale Beyer Orch 
Casanova 
Ramon & Rosita 
H Rosenthal Bd 
Club Lide 
Libby Holman 
Moss & Fontana 
Bobby Brook Bd 
Chateau Madrid 
Jac W hite 
Pat Harrineton 
Anthony Trini Bd 
Richman 
Morton Downey 
Bankoff & Cannon 
Connie Clayton 
Abe Lyman Bd 
Connie's Inn 
Swan « Lee 
Jazzlips Rich'rdson 
Leonard Harper Rv 
Le Roy Smith Bd 
Cotten Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
Wells Bryson & M 
Cora La Redd 
Duke Ellington Bd 
Everglades 
Le Roy Prinz Rev 
Eddie Davis 
Fawn & Jordan 





McCunn Sis 
Keith Rayne 
Tira Kewin 
Marie Regan 
Joey Chance Bd 
Les Ambassedeurs 
Clayton, Jackson, 
Durante & Bd 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Will Oakland’s Rev 
Ada Winston 
Peggy Bolton 
Kay Green 
Joe Storacy 
Rosalie Wynne 
Dot Crowley 
Shirley La Mar 
Loretta Flushing 
Mildred Lorraine 
Landan’s Bad 
Paramount Hotel 
DuVal 4 
Roy Ingraham Bd 
Silver Slipper 
Dolores Ferris 
Vivian Hall 
Ginger Snaps 
Jeanne Joyce 
Billy Toy 
Jean Wcodward 
Ben Pollack Bd 
Yacht Club 
Yacht Club Boys 
Gwen Rickard 
Lou Raderman Bd 


CHICAGO 


Alabam 
Tucker 
Al Hui 3 
Dale Dyer 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Jackson Bd 
Ambassadeurs 
Esther Durnell 
Thelma Villard 
Louis Stover 
Isabelle Gerhardt 
Jimmy Noone Bd 
Beau Monde 
Joe Lewis 
Lillian Barnes 
Jean Gail 
Natale & Darnale 
Sol Wagner Bd 
Black Hawk 
Coon-Sanders Bd 
Coffee Dan 
Frank Shaw 
Johnny Tobin Bd 
College Inn 
Lloyd Huntley Bd 
Colosimo 
Jules Alberti Bd 
Snyder & Walton 
Rose Lane 
Jean Jordon 
Angelo De Soto 
Cotton Club 
Lucino Venable 
Mal Alix 
Walter Barnes Bd 
Frolics 
Jack Waldron 
Rick & Snyder 
Ercelle Sisters 
Miss Harriet 
Emmy Carmen 
Buddy Howe 
Earle Hoffman Bd 
Garden Allah 
Castles 


Earl 


Kal 





Eddie Clifford 
Cecil Lehman 
Babe Payne 

Lew Lewis Bd 


Gelden Pumpkin 
Al Reynolds 
M Sherman Bd 


Green Mill 
Tina Tweedle 
Alvira Morton 
Charlotte Van Dae 
Clothiel Berryess 
Jack Edwards 


My Cellar 
Charlie Rose 
Joe Monnone Bd 
Petrushka 
George Nelidoff 
Claude Avrey 
Inna Miraeva 
A Arafeloff 
M Marusina 
Geo Stcherban Or 
Rainbe Garden 
Bert Dagmar 
Patricia Storm 
Gagnon & Br’ghton 
Bonita Frieda 
Meagher & Sylv’st’r 
Colleen Adams 
Charley Straight Bd 
Stables 
Singing Waiters 
Johnny Dodds Bd 
Terrace Garden 
Doc Davis Bd 
Triangle 
Ray Reynolds 
Jimmy Green Bd 
Turkish Village 
Freddie & His 
Parodian Ba 
Uptown Village 
Eddie Varzoo Bd 





Mutual Wheel 


Weeks of Dec. 16-23 
Bare Facts—Plaza, Worcester; 23, How- 


ard, Boston, 


Best Show in Town—Grand, Hartford; 23, 


Lyric, Bridgeport. 


Big Revue—Lyric, Bridgeport; 23, L. O. 
Bohemians—Empire, Toledo; 23, Columbia, 


Cleveland. 


Bowery Burlesquers—Garrick, St. Louis; 
22, Gayety, Kansas City. 
Broadway Scandals—L. 0.; 23, Fox, Ja- 


maica. N. 


Burlesque “Revue—Haymarket, 


23. Empress, Chi 


Chicago; 


cago. 
Cracker Jacks—16-18, Lyric, Allentown; 
19-21, Orpheum, Reading; 23, Star, Brook- 


lyn. 


Dainty Dolls—Palace, Detroit; 23, Empire, 


Toledo. 


' Dimpled Darlings—L. 0O.; 23, Casino, Bos- 
on. 
Flapper Follies—Gayety, Baltimore; 23, 


Gayety. Washington. 


French Models—Gayety, 


Gayety. Boston. 


Montreal; 23, 


Frivolities—Star, Brooklyn; 23, Columbia, 


Bz. & 

Get Hot—Casino, Boston; 23, State, 
Springfield. 

Ginger Girls—Gayety, Milwaukee; 23, 


Haymarket, Chicago. 


Girls from the Follies—Steinway, Astoria’ 


23. Irving Place, N. ¥ 


Girls from Happyland—Gayety, Brooklyn; 


23, T.. O. ; 
Girls in Blue—Gayety, Boston; 23, Mod- 
ern. Providence. 
Hello Paree—Columbia, Cleveland; 22 
Gayety, Buffalo. 


High Flyers—H & 8 Apollo, N. 2° € 


23, Steinway, 


Astoria 


““liindu Belles—Irving Place, N. Y¥. C. 


23. Empire, Newark, 


Jazztime Revue—Gayety, 

Indianapolis, 
Kucdiing Kuties—New Empire, 

23, Orpheum, Paterson. 

bs : Thru—16-18, Wedgeway; : 

Schenectady; 23, New Empire, Abbany. 


Mutual, 


Laffin’ 


Louisville; 23 
Albany; 
19-21, 


N. Y¥. C.; 28-25, 


Lid Lifters—ColumDia, 
Wedgeway; 26-28, Schenectady. - 

Mischief Makers—Colonial, Utica; 23, 
Gayety, Montreal. 

Moonlight Maids—-L. 0O.; 23, Plaza, 


Worcester. 


Moulin Rouge—Lyceum, Columbus; 23, 
Lyric, Dayton. | 
Naughty Niftles—Gayety, Kansas City; 
3, L. 


Nite 
Palace. Detroit. 





23, Lmpres 


Club Girls—Pmpress, 


Chicago; 23, 


s, Cincinnati. 





ide Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 31) 





offer and gives Mrs. Jones as reference, suggesting a call right away. 
Mrs. Jones is enthusiastic over her supposed win and says “Yes, he’s 
coming over with my money now.” 

Instead he calls on Mrs. Smith and collects coin on another “bet,” 
repeating his process until some one refuses to play. No squawks have 
been registered so far, being stopped by recalling that he is one of the 
old gang, probably he’s broke, it’s too bad, etc. 

This same fellow has been arrested a couple of times in the east for 
the same racket. 


One of the S. A.-N. G. Broadway stage stars who happened to make a 
fair impression in a few talkers on the Coast, is now getting very 
temperamental and making unreasonable demands upon all studio help 


Her latest outburst was a charge on the pub- 


where she is employed. 
When it came to a showdown, the 


licity department, claiming negligence. 


}amount of publicity obtained for the actress since her, arriv il in Holly- 


wood, less than six months ago, showed her getting 75% more than any 
other player on the same lot. 

This calmed her down until she was requested to attend a $5 opening 
of a competitive producer. She consented to speak over a national 
broadcast of the opening, but figured the producer should give her 20 
comps for the opening. Producer decided at the last minute that this 
could not be done, so rather than disappoint her theatre party, she 
wrote out a check for $100 and bitterly spat out the words: “I am so 
pleased to be here” when called to make her speech over the broadcast 


of the opening. 


Any sale of Loew's seems quite some time in the distance. That is 
the prevailing opinion. Two of the most prominent reasons are tuat Fox, 
in stock control, could not let its Loew holdings under the present 
market price without taking a terrific loss, after its $120 per share pur- 
chase figure, while the other is the attitude of the Government. 

Who could buy Loew's at present and be approved of by the Depart- 
ment of Justice is problematical. If someone in the trade the Dept. 
might say the situation had not been changed, and if someone outside 
the Dept. might suspect an undercover deal from the inside. 

Meantime Loew’s looks to be a very desirable proposition, as a going 
concern or an investment. Its net for the year will reach 14 millions, 
of which six millions will come from its wholly owned picture produc- 
ing subsidiary, Metro. 


go 


In a Hollywood studio where the production chief is noted for his 
pennywise foolish methods, was planned a Technicolor sequence in a 
picture. The lighting budget called for 50 lamps. When the requisition 
came to the exec he ordered the lamp order cut to 30. 

The lights were set up but when the Technicolor experts came in to 
photograph the sequence they refused to shoot without the other 20, say- 
ing that anything photographed with so few lights would be useless. 
The exec wouldn’t budge and production was held up until a vice-presi- 
dent could be called up at his home. He ordered the necessary additional 
lighting. 

Pennywise’s latest economy 
dollars. 


move cost the studio several hundred 





E. B. Derr, Pathe, in Hollywood to take charge of the studio Jan. 1, 
vetoed the story for “Paris to Badgdad” as his first move. Story was 
scheduled to go in two days after he arrived, with Howard Higgin 
directing and with William Boyd, Alan Hale, Robert Armstrong doing 
a “Two Arabian Knights” type of picture. 

Derr couldn't see the picture in its shape and ordered a postponement, 
sitting in on the story from nine in the morning to midnight his first 
day at the studio, trying io whip it into shape. A delay in production 
of at least two weeks is expected as a result of the switch. Nut of 
the picture will pass the 75 grand mark before a crank turns. 





During Estelle Taylor’s vaude appearance in Yonkers she had a line 
in her sketch in which she said: “I'll get myself a hero.” Her partner 
answered: “Where from?” Male voice from the back of the house: 
“Tll be her hero anytime she wants.” 

This was taken up all over the house with a flock or more of the boys 
ready to fill in. Then came the laughs, stopped only when the lights 
went up and a couple of John Laws walked in. One particularly ardent 
hero was ejected, 





Hollywood publicity boys banded together to get a break at the ex- 
pense of the New York State Federation of Women’s Clubs. They formed 
a mythical “Association of American Women Opposed to Short Skirts,” 
and sent a telegram, naming Corinne Griffith president and Clara Bow 
v-p, to the convention of the club women protesting against long skirts 
for every occasion except evening wear. To get the maximum press 
break the boys listed a group of femme players, supposed to be members 
of the association. List covered all the worthwhiles in the colony. 


J. E. Otterson, of Western Electric, and one of the William Fox 
trustees, is said to have been interviewing several noted picture men 
since becoming a part of the Fox organization. Otterson’s purpose, from 
the report, Is to quickly inform himself upon vital matters connected with 
the picture business in his present close relation to it. 

Some of the men interviewed are associated in the Fox enterprises in 
important capacities, but not directly amenable to Fox dictation. 





Determined to get the maximum in English background and detail 
for filming “Faithful” starring Billie Dove, First National engaged the 
services of Gerald Grove, oldest son of Sir Walter Grove, 2nd Baronet 
of Ferne, to act as technical director on the picture. 


Comparative Grosses 


(Continued from page 14.) 
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New York Chatter 


TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, December 18, 1999 








Joe Leblang earliest Broadwayite 
to go to Florida. 

Flo Ziegfeld in 
hunting trip with 
but due back. 

Those no-cover places are putting 
a $3 minimum nick on the Sat, Sun 
and hol crowds. 


Florida on a 
Edward Hutton, 





More m. c’s playing the Broadway | 
curbs and restaurants than ever be- | 
fore. 

Fanchon (Fanchon and Marco) in| 
town on a pleasure and business | 
trip. 

Inez Norton departs for Florida | 
today (Wednesday) where she will 


spend two months. 

Eddie Buzzell just finished a short 
for WB and has another film scheme 
on tap. 

Bob Rubin, M-G-M exec, has been 
on his way to the coast since Au- 
gust. He'll make it in February. 
Charlie Ejinfeld’s all excited be- 
cause Lou Little will give signals 
at Columbia. 

Gertrude Schlow, secretary to 
Louis Shurr, all excited. Shurr put 
her name on the door in gold let- 
ters. 

Johnny Osborne, who resigned as 
manager of the Academy of Music, 
is in Wall street with Furlaud & 


Co. 
Dan Curry recuperating at his 
home from pneumonia, Percy 


Thomas has been subbing for him 
as manager of the Ziegfeld. 

Mayfaird Roof wants a theme 
song. Running a contest, the win- 
ner to bring his family down for 
a free meal. 

Green Room Club threw a dinner 
for E. Ray Goetz Saturday night. 


(Continued on page 60) 
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DISCRIMINATING COPS 


Gambling Machines in “Speaks” 
Not Lawful, They Claim 





Coppers are checking up on 
speaks projecting golf and football 


machines upon premise that th? 
machines in the thirst quenching 
emporiums are precipitating gam- 


bling. 

Most speaks with the nickel ven- 
dors are encouraging a money play | 
for drinks or coin, which has been 
responsible the police stepping 
in. 


for 


Machines ag iz harmless and 
within the law, but with gambling | 
angle they call for official atten- 
tion. 





Court Didn’t Believe 
Barker Kissed Manicurist 


Charles Sada, 39, owner of the 
Bryant barber shop at 1117 6th ave- 
nue, was exonerated of a charge of 


disorderly conduct in West Side 
Court. 
Sada was summoned on com- 


plaint of Caroline Hafele, 19, mani- 
curist, 898 Hart street, Brooklyn. The 
young woman said she obtained a 
job in Sada’s shop. Dec. 5 the boss 
kissed her five times, she said, be- 
sides making improper advances. 
When objecting, said the girl, she 
was discharged. 

Sada, father of six children, de- 
nied the girl’s charges. He said 
she was discharged because of in- 
competence and undoubtedly de- 
cided to harass him by bringing this 
charge. 

The case was dismissed. 





(aN TAN ANTON TONT (ANON (UA TAN /OVieyi a’ 





P 
TONE TANNA AVE NIA I OITA ai /é\niesiie. a 





Theatre, 
8:40, 


West 44th St, 
Mats Thurs., Sat.. 


Eves. 
2:49 


BELASC 


DAVID BELASCO Presents 


It's a Wise Child 


A New Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 








Theatre, West 45th St. Eves 8:50 
Mats, Thursday and Saturday, 2:30 


Dir. A. L. Erlanger 
Brock Pemberton Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comeay Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 


AVON 














50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
S. t. Rothafel (ROAY> 
O EDMUND LOWE and 


CONSTANCE BENNETT 


in “THIS THING 
CALLED LOVE” 


All Talking Comedy Drama 


Roxy Symphony Orchestra. Ballet Corps. 
Chorus, 32 Roxyettes. Midnight Pictures 





KING VIDOR’S Daring Drama of the Stage 


HALLELUJAH 


Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer's 
ALL TALKING. DANCING, SINGING Success 
On the stage: Chester Hales Holiday Spectacie, 
“TOY TOWN,” with the Capitolians, 40 Chester 


Hale Girls. 
Major Ed. Bowes, 


CAPITOL ‘i332 ba) 3e« 


B’way & 6ist St. 








Midnight Pictures Nightly at 11:30 





A Theatre Guild Production 


GAME OF LOVE 
AND DEATH 


By ROMAIN ROLLAND 
GUILD THEA. ©¥s- 8:59 Mats. 


524 St., W. of B'y. Thurs, & Sat., 2:40 





A Theatre Guild Production 


RED RUST 


By KIRCHON & OUSPENSKY 
MARTIN BECK THEA. ::30. sts. ‘tn. 


& Sat., 2:40 








W.48th St. Evs.8:40 


PLAYHOUSE Mats. Wed.,Sat.,2:30 


S-REET SCENE 


Matinees Every Day Holiday Week 
Dec. 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, Jan. 1 


No Mat. Xmas Day (Wed., Dec. 25) 
Moves to Ambassador Sat. Mat., Dec. 28 








WARNER BROS. 
2 Vitaphone Hits 


JOHN 


BARRYMORE 


In His First Talking “icture 


“GENERAL CRACK” 





Warner Bros. Thea. Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B’way & 520 St. Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 
LAST WEEK 


“SHOW OF SHOWS” 


(Ila Technicolor) 


Winter Garden Dally, 2:45, 8:45 
Bway & 50th St. Sat, 3. 6:45, 11:45 
| Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 








Matinees: Good Seats, All Prices 
At Box Office 


GEORGE ARLISS 
in “DISRAELI” 


Ceatral Theatre Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
Bway & 47th St. 








ITS RKO Lets Go 


‘PALACE iss 
KEITH'S Ray 

TED LEWIS 
MADGE KENNEDY 








BARRY & 


WHITLEDGE—JIM McWILLIAMS 
MR. BOAT 


WU and His CHINESE SHOWSBOA 


RIVERSIDE" 
Ge: 40 


WEAVER ' HERB \ VENITA 
BROS. | WILLIAMS \ GOULD 


“HOME FOLKS’'—GLENN & JENKINS 
Harrington Sisters—Five Danubes 


3rd 
PROCTORS » Ave: 
Wednesday to Friday, Dec. 18 te 20 


JACK DEMPSEY reitson 
“OH YEAH” All Talk, with 


Robt. Armstrong 


raciets SG"ST. 


Wednesday to Friday, Dec. 18 to 20 


HELEN KANE erefson 


“OH YEAH,” All Talk, with James Gleason 
Fri. Eve —HELEN KANE Contest 

















TIP TOE THRU THE TULIPS 
with Winnie LIGHTNER, Conway TEARLE, 
Nick LUCAS and Ann PENNINGTON at 


“GOLD DIGGERS 


| OF BROADWAY" ALL COLOR & SINCING 
| New York Midnite Warner Bros. H.-W 
| Show 11:30 | STRAN Dik: 


2ND BIG WEEK 
AT STRAND PRICES 








Eric P. Strelitz, New 
resentative of Union Theatres, 
Australia, announces his engage- 
ment to Marjorie Jacobson, non- 
pro, of Sydney. Miss Jacobson ex- 
pects to come to America in March, 


York rep- 





Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 a 








when the wedding will be held. 


= 


=p 





THEATRE RELIEF 





Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 
When a local barber was 
brought before Judge Manley 
Fosseen in municipal court last 
week charged with cruelty and 
non-support, the judge ordered 
him to take his wife to a the- 
atre at least once a week or 
face a workhouse term. The 
husband agreed and was given 

a suspended sentence. 
Probation officers will 





keep 


| 








| a check on him. 





Ticket Chiseler’s Sentence 


Bert S. Werner, 35, of 17 West 
9ist street, pleaded guilty to petty 
larceny in Special Sessions and was 
sentenced to a term not to exceed 
three years in the penitentiary. The 
complainant against Werner was 
Jcseph J. Newman, of the Broadway 
Ticket Company. 

According to the police Werner's 
graft was to receive tickets from 
agencies and later sell them to other 
offices at a reduced price. 


ROBBINS, PSEUDO P. A. 


Court 











Suspends Sentence — Beat 
Hotel Out of $113 





Declared by the police to have 
gyped actors and actresses by 
representing to them he could get 
them publicity in New York news- 
papers, Herbert Robbins, alleged 
press agent, living at the Belvedere 
hotel, was. given a_ suspended 
sentence by Judge Collins in Gen- 
eral Sessions on his plea of guilty 
to petty larceny. Robbins admitted 
defrauding the Belvedere out of a 
board bill for $113. 

A second charge of larceny for 
the theft of articles from the offices 
of Palmer & Co., brokers, 61 Broad- 
way, was dismissed. 

Robbins was arrested by Detec- 
tive Frank Phillips in a room in 
the Paramount hotel after he had 
decamped from the Belvedere. 





Inaccurate Biographies 





Bobby Crawford 





By Claude Binyon 





Within four years Bobby (Jockey) 
Crawford, head of De _ Sylva, 
Brown & Henderson, music pub- 
lishers, has changed from a Chi- 
cagoan to a millionaire. Aside from 
submerging itself in increasing 
weight, his personality has not sub- 
mitted to inflation. 

Bobby was known as “Jockey” 
when he weighed about 90 pounds 
with his pockets full of unpaid bills 
and piped a mouse-like tenor. His 
folks wanted to have him operated 
on as an experiment, but Bobby 
ran away and became a song plug- 
ger. He ran back for meals, not 
being a howling success although 
his voice was healthy. 

Bobby had a habit of fraternizing 
with big guys and enjoyed himself 
by watching how knees bend when 
people walk. Some of his big pals 
decided to join the army. Bobby 
trouped into the recruiting office 
thinking it a good chance to plug 
one of the weaker numbers. 

Stripped to his skin and placed 
on a scale, he said: 

“If this is the kind of show you're 
putting on we don’t want our songs 
plugged in _ it.” But the blood 
rushed to his head and made him 
so heavy he passed the examina- 
tion. 

A few years later Bobby landed 
in New York, with the war over but 
Bobby annoyingly willing to sing 
about it. 

A Bonus 

Working for Berlin, Inc., in New 
York, Crawford in his first year as 
general manager took a gambling 
salary with a bonus. No squawk 
the first year on either side, al- 
though Bobby didn’t get any of the 
best of it. Then Berlin, Inc., had 
a big year, netting over $800,000. 
When bonus time came ‘round, 
B-bby was informed that he must 





where is of inestimable benefit. 


come a mental burden. 


them, 


are glad to recei 





are doing. 


troubles of their own. 


Write to the ill and injured. 


Letters for the Sick 


A cheerful letter to a show business patient in Saranac or else- 


It is the patient’s contact with the world outside. 
news and cheer breaks the monotony of uneventful hours, 
sent to Saranac are re-tead countless times. 
around and act as stimultants to those who have let ill health be- 


Every patient looks forward daily to the mail man’s visit, and 
worries become lighter as the messages are read. Sometimes these 
letters are carried from room to room b 


Many postpone writing because they think they have no worth- 
while news for friends who are ill. 


ve letters simply telling what various acquaintanees 
In writing to those you know in Saranac, or elsewhere, do not 
pass on bad news unless it is imperative. 


It is not uncommon 
forced to bed by bad news thoughtlessly sent. 


A message of 
Letters 
They often are passed 


y the patients receiving 


This is a mistake, as patients 


They have enough 
for a patient to be 


have dreamed about any “bonus” 
that first “bonus” was just a little 
present and here’s another little 
present. 

That's when DeSylva, Henderson 
& Brown was formed by 
Crawford. In its 12 months the 
Crawford firm netted more than 
Berlin has ever made in one year, 
Bobby and his partners shared ex. 
actly as they had urderstood the 
sharing to be, with any mention of 
“bonus” barred by Crawford. That 
has since continued. 

Though later, when the Berlin 
pa.tners started to argue who had 
been responsible for the firm losing 
Bobby Crawford, one of the Berlinsg 
stated he would rather have had 
Bobby receive $100,000 out of his 
share alone than to have lost him, 
That was not the Berlin partner, 
however, with the bad memory. 

Meantime Bobby had mixed up 
some of his sugar with Schwab & 


Bobby 


Mandel musicals. It wasn’t a bad 
investment. 
When theme songs in pictures 


were still ‘something to be looked 
forward to, Crawford stepped in, 
He's still in, and now in Hollywood 
as an important executive on the 
Warner Brothers’ lot, or he can be. 
With the music business he or- 
ganized and his partners still pros- 
pering. 
“Keep Right” 

All because a “jockey” walked out 
when he thought he had not been 
treated fairly. The matter of the 
lost bonus may have been $40,000, 
It has made Bobby Crawford $2,- 
000,000 because he lost it. Maybe 
more than two, besides an unlim- 
ited future. 

Berlins is still looking for a pic- 
ture connection. The Crawford firm 
is hooked up with one representing 
10 milions. 

The show and music business 
seems to need more signs marked 
“Keep Right.” 

Bobby says the man who gave 
him his start is Rocco Vocco, the 
Feist rep in Chicago. Feists also 
is in a picture hookup. 

And Bobby’s in Hollywood, 





Mrs. Southard‘s Settlement 
Claim of Mrs. Nellie Southard, 
wife of Irving Southard of the N. 
Vv. A. against Sam Epstein, cab 
driver, has been settled through her 
attorney, Lou Handin, for $175. 
Mrs. Southard was in a car which 
collided with Epstein’s cab Dec, 8. 
She is in French hospital. 











Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre will be the 
new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


11 Years on Broadway and 
Moving 


























St., Saranac 

















afis made by Patients from 
Show Business in Saranac, N. Y. 


For the real spirit of Christmas, order gifts made by hand in the 
workshops of patients from the show business now in Saranac who 
have spent long hours conceiving beautiful and appropriate articles. 


Beautiful Flowers and Dolls, OLGA KALININ, 80 Park Ave., Saranac 


tland-Tooled Leather Goods of all Sorts and Mono 
; HARRY NAMBA and VERNON LAWREN 


Attractive Hand-Made Dolls May Be Ordered from HELEN CURTIS, 7 Front 


Oil Paintings, Canes and. Painted Pillow Cases, FRANK MICKEY WALSK, | 
80 Park Ave., Saranac 


Order Mow for the Holiays 


And Also Make Happy the Patient Patients of Saranac 


gramed Silver Ash Trays, 
CE, 80 Park Ave., Saranac 
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TIMES SQUARE 


Pi desaenscesn ted node 








GREATEST 1-NIGHT SHOW 








sTOGK REACTION 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 


PAT ESS 

All Kinds of Tables ‘in All 
Kinds of Nite Clubs at 
All Kinds of Prices Along 


Broadway—$25 to $5 per 
Person—With and With- 
out Food and Water 


ADMISSION FREE! 


A stupendous show with two mil- 
lion people on a stage one mile long 
and half mile wide—the Rialto—is 
given once yearly on Broadway— 
New Year’s Eve. 

it’s a one-night stand that costs 
millions to produce. Nothing tops 
it for gayety, wildness or extrava- 
gance. 

Admission. is. free! But the con- 
cessions—Main Stem theatres, night 
clubs and other places of mirth are 
more expensive than any other day 
in the year. 

The performance runs about 
eight hours at a stretch—no inter- 
mission. In that period it is esti- 
mated $10,000,000 is spent for 
amusement and other things. 

On this annual night of festivity, 
Broadway virtually leases itself to 
suburbanites and other. out-of- 
towners. They arrive from hundreds 
of miles around—joy-bent hordes 
from Jersey, Westchester, Queens, 
Richmond, Tuckahoe, Philly, Boston 
—any spot on the map within read- 
ily reachable radius. 

The crowd becomes so great by 
midnight it automatically amuses 

(Continued on page 63) 


ELDERLY BROKER LANDS 
IN DANCEHALL MESS 


Arrested as about to leave his 
guite in the Hotel Colonial, 81st 
street and Columbus avenue, Walter 
Espy, 56, broker with Orvis Broth- 
ers & Co., 60 Broadway, was held 
on a charge of felonious assault. 

Espy was arrested by Detectives 
Maney and Kennedy, West 47th 
street station, on complaint of Gus- 
tave Hahn, special officer at the 
Roseland, 1658 Broadway, dance 
hall. The broker is accused of hav- 
ing stabbed Hahn with a pocket 
knife which necessitated three 
stitches in his left side. 

According to the story related by 
Hahn to the police, Saturday night 
while the dance place was crowded, 
Espy entered. Despite his age Espy 
is known as a frequenter of Broad- 
way ball rooms. When he entered 
Roseland, Hahn noticed Espy had 
been drinking and was becoming 
objectionable. Hahn reprimanded 
Espy and started to lead him out 
of the place. When Espy discovered 
that he was being ejected he began 
to argue. Hahn continued to Jead 
Espy toward the staircase when 
Espy is alleged to have drawn the 
knife and plunged it into the spe- 
cial officer’s left side. 

The officer collapsed. Several 
dancers rushed to his aid. During 
the excitement Espy fled. Hahn was 
taken to Polyclinic hospital, where 
his wound was treated. The police 
were notified and after questioning 
employees and others at Roseland 
they learned Espy was employed in 
the broakerage house. 

Epy denied that he had done the 
stabbing. He admitted he had been 
at Roseland. Magistrate Vitale in 
West Side Court held him in $500 
bail for the grand jury. 


Mex Cig Habit 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Steps are being taken here to put 
the lid on the marijuana cigaret fad 
Which is gaining new fans every 
day. Narcotic bureau estimates at 
least 50,000 addicts. 

Mexican cigaret habit is especial- 
ly strong among local musicians, 
Who claim the weed gives them an 














Hospital Wired 





Inmates at the Walter Reed 
Hospital, Washington, D. C., 
will have this Christmas ush- 
ered in with sound pictures. 

Western Electric is making 
the installation. 








extremely sensitive touch and ear. 








SAM WEBER’S 10 DAYS 
FOR ANNOYING GIRL 


“Your Honor, I am innocent of 
this charge. I have worked for the 
Pathe Film Company for several 
years. I am a film inspector,” said 
Joseph Samuel Weber, better known, 
he said, as Sam Weber, when be- 
fore Magistrate Albert Vitale in 





| West Side Court on the charge of} ; 
jlad, we want to cop and you’re the 


disorderly conduct. 

The film mender was charged 
with annoying a girl who was seat- 
ed in Loew’s 83d St. theatre. Weber 
was arrested on the complaint of 
Dr. Giovanni Stella, who lives in 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

The Court sentenced Weber to 
jail for 10 days without an alterna- 
tive. Weber admitted on the wit- 
ness stand he had been arrested for 
petty larceny some years ago in an- 
other city. He gave his address 
here as 174 West 8ist street. 

Just before Weber was sentenced, 
his former wife appeared in court 
and testified to Weber’s good char- 
acter. Weber is divorced. He was 
stunned by the conviction and al- 
most collapsed, 

Dr.’s Daughter There 

The physician testified at length, 
explaining the actions of Weber. He 
asserted Weber annoyed the young 
girl, who happened to be a patient 
of his. The doctor testified his own 
daughter was along. He stated he 
warned Weber and threatened him 
with his fist. 

Weber quit his seat and the doc- 
tor followed him out to the foyer, he 
said. There he seized him by the 
seruff of the neck and denounced 
him.. A policeman was summoned 
and Weber arrested. 

The defendant told of visiting the 
theatre and stated he accidentally 
fell over the doctor’s leg in his haste 
to get to his seat when others ran 
down the aisle. He stated the doc- 
tor gave him several “dirty” looks, 
which he thought might have re- 
sulted because of the accident. 


ACTOR BEATEN UP 


Jay Adler Was Escorting Eleanor 
Graham, When Trouble Started 











Matthew Kearney, 25, 2719 Sedge- 
wick avenue, captain of bellhops at 
the Hotel Plymouth, 105 West 49th 
street, and Charles Weiss, 40, 251 
West 97th street, were in West Side 
Court on charges of disorderly con- 
duct. After a hearing they were 
discharged. 

The two men were brought to 
court on complaint of Jay Adler, 125 
West 16th street, who said he had ap- 
peared in “The Front Page.” Adler 
accused the two men of assaulting 
him in the lobby of the hotel Dec. 
1. He said his right eye had been 
blackened and his face bruised. 

Adler had attended a party in the 
hotel and started to leave with 
Eleanor Graham, 18 East 58th street. 
When the girl got to the lobby, 
Adler said, she suddenly decided 
not to go home, The actor was try- 
ing to persuade her when he said 
Kearney and Weiss struck him. 

Kearney ana Weiss said Adler 
was abusing the girl. They went 
over to see what the trouble was 
and Adler began striking them with 
his cane. They said they acted in 
gelf defense. The Graham girl testi- 
fied that Adler and she had had a 
discussion but denied he was 
abusing her. 


Automat “Offices” 


The Times Square Automat has 
enlisted a special corps of bouncers 
to keep the floating promoters from 
using the restaurant as an unofficial 
headquarters. 

New order went into effect last 
week and there were plenty of the 
boys out in the snow Thursday. 

A number of muggs with carnival 
and other promotions had cards 
printed with the Automat ag office 
address and phone number also. 
Too many calls queered the racket. 





MR. BERNSTEIN SAYS 
HIS ART IS LOST 


“Maybe you don’t think I’m giaa | 
1929 is fading, kid. Am I glad? | 
|Am I blue? Or any other song title 
you know. I says t’ellwith1929. 


“When I read Wall street is flirt- 
ing with the show biz, where’s me? 
Are my years in fixing no good? 
| Nobody don’t want Freeman, eh? 
I'm the bird that was the original 
fixer. And here it is, the high and 
big spot of everything in the busi- 
ness comes along and I’m left flat 
on the lot. 

“Bo, I made fixing an art, but my 
art is lost. All the years I waited 
for somebody like Wall street to 
send for me, saying: ‘Freeman, my 


fixer. We heard about you. Sic 
"em, buddy.’ 

“Not a word, not a look. I have 
seen so many 00000000 of late I think 
I’m up against a row of port holes, 
and they all carry the sugar sign. 
But none for Freeman. I’m worse 
than a cipher. 

“But these mugs will get tangled 
up. They don’t know how to work. 
They'll be coming around to see 
Freeman before long and then I'll 
give ’em the business. I can be had 
but I’m tough to get when they have 
to have me. You tell.’em that, bo. 

“There ain’t a racket I haven’t 
slept with. Most of them I gave 
away because I had dough at the 
time. But I knows them all, kid. 
Name any one. What’s your racket? 

Plug Hats 

“If a couple of those plug hats 
from downtown had approached me 
properly, where do you think they 
would have landed by now? Instead 
of just a film concern, I'd given ’em 
three and thrown in the East and 
North rivers. I can fix. 

“It’s only a few months ago I 
sold the rights to make ice out of 
the tears in picture theatres. Just 
when the coin was to pass, they in- 
vented frigidaire and I gets the 
boots again. I never seen a streak 
of breaks like lately. 

“Well, in 1930 we will see. I am 
holding two or three tricks under my 
belt to start early with next year, if 
that Wall Street crew don’t send 
for me. I don’t suppose you know 
anyone who’s never been on Wel- 
fare Island, do you? You might tell 
anyone decent you do know about 
me as a fixer. I can talk a guy into 
believing his dollar is two if he'll 
let me hold the dollar. You know 
my work, bo. Ain’t it smooth? 

“One of my rackets after New 
Year’s is to guarantee that a car 
can’t break down. I guarantee it 
for a year or five for a dollar a year. 
If the guy’s got more than five, I'll 
make it ten. Going to give ’em a 
pretty certificate and everything’s 
jake with it. 

Just a Sap 


“If the car breaks down? Ain’t 
you getting sappy? I guarantee it 
can’t break down or I'll pay. So if 
it breaks down I don’t believe it. 
It’s my word against theirs, and if 
they want to sue for $5 or $1 or $10 
I'll get the lawyer for them and split 
with him. That’s fixing some, ain’t 
it? 

“I walked down to the Battery the 
other day and picked up $15. Sawa 
nice dressed man and I says, point- 
ing to a fellow on a bench, ‘Ain’t 
it a pity? That fellow over there 
is going to commit suicide because 
he ain’t got $15. Look at him, poor 
kid. I can’t stop him.’ 

“The nice dressed man gave me 
$15 and says, ‘Give it him, quick.’ 


On.the Run 


“So I starts for the guy on the 
bench on the run, hollering ‘Hey, 
you bum.’ Well, he starts to run, 
of course, but the nice dressed man 
can’t catch either of us. 

“When I turn up a side street to 
catch my wind, I says, ‘Freeman, 
you're the bum. You could have 
taken that gump for $25.’ 

“I ain’t squawking, but it’s ideas 


me up. 


“I'm a fixer, remember that. Can 


Tell it to ’em downtown, kid. 





up for 10% or what anyone else can 
‘get it for. Paying dividends! To 
|who? For what? The whole coun- 
try’s going nuts.” 


Visit a Girls’ College and Get Break: 


It's the Gals Who Pay-Week-Ends, Too 





| 





SAFEST SPOT 


A stick-up in a speak in the 
upper 40’s last week was as- 
suaged when proprietor took the 
word of the victims and dis- 
tributed $300 to balance claims 
of those taken. 

No questions asked, and some- 
thing new in the way of protect- 
ing speak habitues. 


L. L MERCHANT SHOOTS | 
CRAPS IN SPEAKEASY 


Silisti Hefferman, 
er, of 42 Sylvan place, Valley 
Stream, L. IL, appeared in West 
Side Court as complainant against 
Frank Schwartz, 41, auto dealer, of 
the Maryland Hotel. Schwartz was 
charged with striking the furniture 
dealer during a dice game in an al- 
leged speakeasy at 140 West 50th 
street. 

After Hefferman was able to 
make his way out of the speakeasy 
he complained to Patrolman Bob 
Enright of the West 47th street 
station of the assault. Enright en- 
tered the place and _ arrested 
Schwartz. 

The bluecoat made a search of the 
“speak” and found a pint of liquor. 
He arrested George Carter on the 
charge of possession. The booze, 
Carter and Schwartz were marched 
to the West 47th street station. 
They were bailed by a professional 
bondsman, 

Hefferman had to go to a physi- 
cian to have his optics treated. In 
West Side Court, Hefferman told 
Magistrate Vitale of the beating 
and stated the Court ought to mete 
out some form of punishment. Court 
suspended sentence on Schwartz. 

Hefferman is said to have lost $80 
in the dice game. 


One Look at Bootlegger 
And Jury Said “Guilty” 


St. John, N. B., Dec. 17. 

The wild dancers and wilder mu- 
sicians who had neighbers at 
Knolls Corner calling for police 
every Saturday night have tamed 
down, Natives were getting an eye 
and ear load of flaming youth at its 
hottest, 

Carousals ended when Charlie 
Mack, dance hall owner and con- 
victed bootlegger, was fined $200 
and sentenced to four months in 
jail, In one of Mack’s cabins they 
found 35 gallons of scotch and 
bottling paraphernalia, No wit- 
nesses were placed on the stand to 
testify against Mack. The jury just 
looked him over and returned a ver- 
dict of guilty. He had been con- 
victed for a previous liquor law vio- 
lation. 

Knolls Corner dance hall, on the 

















furniture deal- 








was reported offering rip-snorting 
jungle dances as_ entertainment, 
with hooch served to the crowd at 
four-bits a shot. Neighbors com- 
plained they were constantly 
startled by outside fist fights, yells 
of “Murder!” and drunken young- 
sters staggering all over the neigh- 
borhood. 


HEALTH DRIVE 


Dr. Shirley Wynne, Comrnissioner 
of Health, launched the theatrical 
committee for the New York Tu- 
berculosis and Health Ass’n drive at 
a luncheon given at the Hotel As- 
tor, Dec. 13. 

George M. Cohan, absent from 
the luncheon because of family ill- 
ness, is chairman of the theatrical 





| like that going to waste what burns | 


get or take them coming or going. | 


“I can wrap this show business | 


division, one of 106 trade units in 
Greater New York organized to 
make the town tuberculosis-con- 
scious, 

An educational campaign to ham- 


| for early diagnosis and treatment is 
| to be undertaken. Adolph 
‘and Dr. Lee DeForest were present 
}at the luncheon. 


Maine side of the international line, - 


mer home to every family the need | 


o 
| 


| Vassar, Wellesley, Smith and 
|} other women’s colleges have some 
|} quaint customs. It’s the woman 





| ment, 


| who pays there when the lads drop 


in for a visit. 

On ordinary occasions the girls 
provide the tickets and entertain- 
the boys merely supplying 
their own incidentals. 3ut on spe- 
cial occasions, Junior and Senior 
Proms, the girls, besides taking care 
of the dance expenses, also have to 
lift the check on all restaurant and 


hotel charges incurred by the boy 


| Sitend. 





Zukor | 
return of her money 


On these gala days about the only 
expense the boys have to stand is 
sending their tuxedo to be pressed 
and buying flowers. In return for 
all the deadheading, however, the 
college girls exact a heavy toll from 
the boys. 

One Long Dance 

Day of the prom, which is formal, 
the dancing starts informally in the 
middle of the afternoon, and though 
the men may feel pretty silly, they 
have to appear mid-day in tuxedo, 
They dance straight through, with a 
couple of intermissions, until uncone 
scious. 

Girls not bringing men try to horn 
in via the “introduce me to so-and- 
so” route, creating a female “stag” 
line. At the formal program dances 
the girls do a thriving booking busi-+ 
ness exchanging America’s youth 
among themselves. 

At the smaller informal dances, 
where cutting-in is permitted, and 
five men sometimes have to be di- 
vided between 20 girls, the college 
boys take a terrible beating, while 
the hard boiled girls make it tough 
on their less aggressive sisters. 

Some of the more enterprising 
college girls promote, or hire, autos 
in an effort to get one whole man to 
themselves. It is also not unknown 
that when the girls get a weekend 
off, and are New York bound, they 
wire the boys at school telling them 
that the party’s on and that if 
they’re broke they (the girls) will 
take the financial slap. Many a lad 
has spent a weekend at shows, night 
clubs, ete., in this manner with the 
girls paying everything unto hotel 
expenses—the boys quite often 
stopping at a different abode. Just 
two days of slipping coin under the 
table for the lads to pay off. The 
lads have no compunction about the 
matter. In fact, they think nothing 
of it, and the girls are satisfied, 


MADISON COREY PAYS 
$1,000 AS SQUARER 


Bessie Browning, who played in 
Texas Guinan’s “Padlocks of 1928,” 
“All Girl Revue” and “Just 
Claudia,” received a Xmas present 
in the form of a certified check for 
$1,000 from Madison Corey, play- 
broker, residing at the Lambs’ Club, 

Corey was summoned to West 
Side Court by Miss Browning, who 
asserted she gave Corey, in 1927, 
$2,000 for stock in the Disoncor 
Corporation, She declared she wags 
to be made secretary of the concern 
and to be given the leading role in 
one of Corey’s productions. She 
was also to get 8% on her investe 
ment. 

“I never received the 8% nor the 
stellar part in one of his plays. I 
did receive this,” she said, indicat- 
ing some shares of stock. 

Magistrate Maurice Gotlieb sug- 








gested the attorney for Corey he | 


make a settlement. 

The Court proposed that Corey 
give Miss Browning $500 initial 
payment and the balance to be paid 
$50 monthly. 

Corey’s attorney asked for a few 
hours to cogitate. Later in the day 
Magistrate Gotlieb suggested Corey 
pay Miss Browning $1,000 and wipe 
out the trouble. This was agreed 
to. Mr. Corey handed over a cere 
tified check. 

“What a Xmas present,” 
shouted Miss Browning. 
reporters that she first 


gleefully 
told 
sought the 
in Boston from 


She 


Corey in 1927. 
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News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. ! 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








LONDON 





Latest city crash is Henry S. 
Horne, financier, who has gone 
bankrupt. 

Edgar Wallace is filling the 
papers with inside stuff on the 
American police, and Edgar Wal- 
lace, 





William Pollock, “Daily Mail” 
theatre writer, has had a play taken 
by Robert Loraine. 





Hugh Walpole, novelist, has writ- 
ten “The Young Huntress” for pro- 
duction by Daniel Mayer. 





A municipal theatres bill is go- 
ing through Parliament. It allows 
local authorities to raise money by 
rates for local communal theatres. 





Oscar Slater, recently released 
from prison and acquitted of a mur- 
der charge for which he has served 


19 years, says he’s to marry a rich 
Negress. 





Mrs. Margaret Chamberlayne, 
prominent society woman, was 
wrongfully arrested on a charge of 
fraud, Case caused a stir and Scot- 
land Yard may click for a Home 
Office inquiry. 





“Man Who Missed It,” by Harold 
Owen, was presented at the Am- 
bassadors this week, exactly 16 
years after the first performance 
of “Mr. Wu,” of which Owen was 
part author, also at the same the- 
atre. 





Meeting of the Shakespeare Mem- 
orial National Theatre Committee 
held at the House of Commons. 
Much talk, little action. 





George Lansbury, Labor Minister 
of Works, is putting through a 
scheme to Continentalize Hyde 
Park.- Mixed bathing, open air con- 
certs, outdoor cafes, promenades, 
cabarets and all. 





Latest theatres planned for the 
West End are two on the site of 
Norfolk House, with the present 
Duke of Norfolk on the board of 
controlling company. Four theatres 
are now being built near the Picca- 
dilly sector; five planned, and five 
have been opened since the war. 





Lord John Sanger, 
man, left $160,000. 


the circus 





Echo of the disastrous tour of 
“Open Your Eyes” was heard in the 
courts when Bernard M. Weiner 
was up for obtaining $14,000 by al- 
leged false pretenses. 





Turned down by the_ censor, 
Frank Vosper’s “People Like Us” 
will have 10 days at the Arts. 
Starting Dec. 10 with Marie Ney 
‘and Milton Rosmer billed. 





Clayton and Waller have bought 
G. B. Stern’s book, “Debonair.” 
Frank Vosper adapting, 





Cedric Hardwicke, leading man 
in “The Appie Cart,” will star in 
“Shadows of Strife” for the Sun- 
day-nighters. 





English girl, Ruth French, is Pav- 
lowa’s chief support this tour. 


NEW YORK 


Jeanne Laval, opera singer, is 
suing Royal F. Dadnum, concert 
singer, for separate maintenance 
and custody of their il-year-old 
son. She claims he is making at 
least $13,006 a year, but won't lend 
support to the family. Dadnum 
says he is supporting his mother 
and doesn’t clear much above ex- 
penses. 








Following divorce of Constance 
Bennett from Phil Plant in Paris, 
locals were gossiping Plant with 
Georgette Cohan, daughter of 
George M. 





Fred F. Pimch, Inc., announced it 
has purchased the Hippodrome site, 
-on Sixth avenue, and will construct 
an 83-story building where the the- 
atre now stands. Purchase price 
estimated at $7,500,000. Numerous 
reports of Hippodrome sales have 
been printed, with this apparently 
the final. 





Charge by William Fox that he 
was induced by false representations 
to give up a $50,000 insurance last 
January and subscribe to a new 
policy for $250,000 was made in an- 
swer to suit filed against him by 
Albert D. Samuel, insurance broker, 
on a note for $4,728. 





Appointment of an equity receiver 
for the Sonora Products of America, 
Ine., controlling the Sonora Phono- 
graph Co. and other concerns, was 
asked in a suit filed by Arrow, Hart 


_ P- and Hegeman Electric Corp. of Hart- 


ford in Federal Court Monday (16). 





W. F. Varin, treasurer of Sonora, 
says the $3,698 bill on which the 
suit is based has been paid by his 
company. He adds that Sonora is 
in sound financial condition. 





Mrs. Anne Youmans, former show 
girl and wife of Vincent Youmans, 
once more in court seeking $500 
weekly temporary alimony and 
counsel fees during tenure of her 
suit for separation. Youmans have 
been shooting suits back and forth 
since 1927. She dropped her last 
separate maintenance suit on pay- 
ment of $1,650 back alimony. 





Saying long skirts make a wom- 
an more feminine and assist her in 
getting what she wants from a man, 
Gertrude Lawrence defended the 
sweeping styles at a meeting of the 
New York State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. She was opposed 
by Rita Weiman, author, who said 
short skirts are “honest.” 

Jay Adler, actor, failed to prove 
charges that he had been attacked 
without provocation by two em- 
ployees of the Plymouth hotel. Em- 
ployees said they interfered when he 
was choking Eleanor Graham in the 
hotel lobby. Miss Graham said Ad- 
ler hadn’t been bothering her, but 
Magistrate Albert Vitale didn’t he- 
lieve her. 








Alexander Carr, who filed a vol- 
untary petition in bankruptcy, is 
faced with a government move to 
appropriate his salary from ‘‘Men- 
del, Inc.,” play, for its claim of $10,- 
000 unpaid income tax during 1922. 





Manuscript of a song, with a note 
saying the composer, Al Faro, was 
unable to succeed, were found on a 
Jersey ferry. Harbor police futilely 
searched for a body. 





Robert A. Carter was lodged in 
Tombs on complaint of Fiction 
House, Inc., which alleged Carter 
sold the company aviation fiction 
stolen from magazines. 





Arabelle Merrifield, former Ger- 
man opera singer, has appealed to 
Supreme Court to force her former 
husband, George E. Merrifield, mer- 
chant, to pay $98,970 back alimony. 
She claims her husband made her 
sign a release for $1,500 when she 
was facing starvation. 





Norma Karpf, chorus girl, has 
been awarded $15 weekly alimony 
pending trial of her separation suit 
against Sidney Karpf, salesman. 
Says her husband was too poor to 
furnish a home. 





Following Pathe studio fire, R-K- 
O announced it is installing a 100,- 
000-gallon sprinkling system in the 
Melrose ave. studio. 





Mickey Seiden, night club hostess, 
held in $10,000 bail as a material 
witness in the killing of Frankie 
Marlow last summer. 


Students of N. Y. U. picked Esther 
Ralston, of pictures, as best typify- 
ing the American blonde co-ed. 








Admitting theft of a purse con- 
taining $12, William Peters, song 
writer, who says he wrote the Dem- 
ocratic campaign song, “All for Al 
and Al for All,” was held in Fifth 
avenue court, Brooklyn, on $500 bail. 
He said he has been unable to earn 
a living, and that his wife, Shirley 
Peters, former actress, has been 
working in a laundry. 





Al Smith said he has received an 
invitation from William Fox to go 
to the coast and write and super- 
vise production of a scenario based 
on his own life. Smith said he’s 
seriously considering it, although he 
has a great poker face. 


LOS ANGELES 


Vivienne Sengler, 21, San Fran- 
cisco musician, filed a $100,000 
breach of promise suit against Mau- 
rice Costello, pictures, in Superior 
Court. Miss Sengler charges that 
Costello promised to marry her a 
year ago and later welched. He is 
her third cousin. 








The police commission approved a 
six months’ leave of absence for 
Officers R. J. Nowka and C. E. Ward, 
crack shots of the police depart- 
ment. They intend to do a sharp- 
shooting act in vaude. 





Peggy Franklin, pictures, was ar- 
rested on a drunk driving charge 
when her car ran into another. She 
pleaded not guilty and trial was set 
for Dec. 18. The car she was driv- 
ing is owned by Mrs. Helen Gibson, 
ex-wife of Hoot Gibson, pictures, 





A campaign has been started to 
raise $250,000 for the reconstruction 
of the Pilgrimage Play theatre, de- 
stroyed by fire last October. 





Sheppard Camp, pictures, killed 








while working on a picture at the 
FN studios, left an estate of $10,- 
000 to his widow, who resides in 
Nashville, Tenn. 





Superior Judge Archbald, granted 
Mrs. Nell Guard, wife of Kit Guard, 
pictures, a divorce, when she testi- 
fied the actor left her, saying he 
wanted a vacation from family life. 





Ralph H. Pasley and his wife, 
Hazel Pasley, filed a $302,000 dam- 
age suit against Principal Theatres, 
and Principal Pictures, of which Sol 
Lesser is the head. According to 
the complaint, a prop gorilla 
ployed by the defendants embraced 
Mrs. Pasley on a downtown street, 
and since that time she has been 
mentally unbalanced. 





Marjorie Berger, convicted of fal- 
sifying tax returns for Dorothy 
Mackaill, was given until Jan. 13 to 
file her appeal by Federal Judge 
Henning. Miss Berger was sched- 
uled to start a 30-month sentence 
at Alderson, W. Va., Dec. 16. Sen- 
tence will be held up until appeal 
is decided. 





Superior Judge Westover granted 
Carmen deRue a divorce from her 
husband, Harold Bjorgo, Eagle Rock 
grocer, after she testified he beat 
her and otherwise humiliated her 
before guests. 





Mrs. Blossom Link, circus per- 
former, was granted a divorce by 
Superior Judge Purkitt after she 
testified that her husband, Billy 
Link, refused to work, 





Superior Court Judge Allan of 
Santa Ana granted Mrs. Adele R. 
Post a divorce from Guy Bates Post, 
stage, on the grounds of desertion. 
Mrs. Post receives $1,000 cash and 
$300 month alimony. They were 
married in Canada in 1916 and sep- 
arated in 1926. 

Charles Mitchell, pictures, used 
a prop gun to commit suicide in a 
Hollywood hotel. He left a note 
requesting that the gun be returned 
to the Paramount studio, where he 
had borrowed it. 





Roy Harlow, son of Fred Harlow, 
cafe man, has lost his third wife. 
He filed suit for the annulment of 
his marriage to Hilda Matilda 
Deesy Weigand, former Hungarian 
picture actress. Complaint states 
she failed to disclose she had a hus- 
band living at the time of their 
marriage in 1928. 





Superior Court Judge Westover 
granted Delta I. Guldstrand, former 
dancer, divorce from Herman A. 
Guldstrand after she testified that 
Guldstrand had humiliated her by 
being rude to her guests. 


CHICAGO 


Moe E. Hillson, printing magnate, 
has been named defendant in a 
$250,000 breach of promise suit by 
Mrs. Mona Roth, former cabaret 
Singer. According to the plaintiff's 
attorney, Hillson had been support- 
ing Mrs. Roth for 12 years at a rate 
of $100 a week, and had promised to 
divorce his wife, marrying Mrs. 
Roth. The payments recently 
stopped, the lawyer said. Hillson 
denied the charges and claimed that 
he did not even know Mrs. Roth. 








Fire last week destroyed the 
Rainbo Fronton, former night club 
spot and for the past couple of 
years the jai alai spot of the own. 





Harry Moir, Jr., son of the Mor- 
rison Hotel owner, has been grant- 
ed a divorce from Martha Grief 
Moir, former nite club entertainer, 
on grounds of desertion. 





Fovr more readhouses were taid- 
ed last week: Old Kentucky Tavern, 
aey & Amber Light, and Lengei's 
place. 


BURLESQUE CHANGES 


“Frivolities” (Mutual), Stan Stan- 
ley, Marjorie Gebhardt, Irma Ray- 
stone, out; Edward Soper, Evelyn 
Johnson, Annabelle Collins, Frivol- 
ity Four (male quartet), in. 

“Laffin’ Thru” (Mutual), Roy 
Sears, Peaches, Leona Reed, out; 
Anna Foley, Arthur Gilson, Teres- 
ina, in. 





“Broadway Scandals” (Mutual), 
Jean Collette, out. 

“Bare Facts” (Mutual), George 
Miller, out; Ruth Peeler, Jimmy 


Rooney, in. 

Margie Penetti went in as house 
soub and twister at the Gayety, 
Brooklyn, this week (Dec. 16). She 
will be flanked. by a house chorus 
of 12 to work the runway num- 
bers in conjunction with Mutual 
shows. 

Henry Sherr switched from stock 
at Rialto, Chicago, to stock at Na- 
tional, Detroit, this week. 

Snitz Moore has’ supplanted 
George Broadhurst as_ featured 
comic with stock at Empress, Kan- 
sas City. 

Charlie Henderson fin and Bob 
Robinson out at the Star and Gar- 
ter, Chicago. 

“Boots” Rush closed with stock 
at National Winter Garden, New 
York, and hopped into “Lid Lifters” 
(Mutual) this week. Harry Cornell 
also closed with the Minsky stock, 





em- | 


| and Dorothy Raymond are the prin- 
| cipals. 





3 Spokane St 


. 


Spokane, Dec. 17. 

John Singer and Harry Stone, of 
New York, have opened the Hippo- 
drome with a girl revue. The com- 
pany of 31 is in weekly revues, sup- 
plemented by a short subject pic- 
ture program. Ten-piece orches- 
tra. 

Stone is m. c., with Singer han- 
dling the front of the house. Billie 
Zeams, Lee Jaron, Joe Dempsey, 
Rose Smith, Billy Nixon, Jack Berth 





The Majestic hag a girl show, the 
third house here with short mu- 
sicals. Fifteen people are with 
Ted Howland in the show. Wal- 
lace A, Brooks is operating the Ma- 
jestic, 


Jean Bedini Out as 
Mutual Wheel Fixer 


Jean Bedini is no longer a show 
doctor for Mutual. Bedini and the 
Mutual came to a parting of the 
ways last week. 

Bedini, former Columbia producer, 
was selected by Mutual at the open- 
ing of the season as fixer-up of 
circuit shows It is understood there 
was such a wide variance of opinion 
between Mutual producers and 
Bedini that the former paid little 
heed to what Bedini ordered out 
and ordered in. 

To keep peace in the family 
Mutual and Bedini decided to call 
it quits. 


LID LIFTERS 


(MUTUAL) 


A little above the average show 
this season, but so little it’s not 
very close to the good burlesque 
class. “Lid Lifters,” and most of 
its predecessors in New York indi- 
cate the judges who are to award 
the announced prizes at the end of 
the season (if that Herk idea still 
holds good) can make their selecting 
a cinch job. Picking the few un- 
questionably good ones should be 
easy. 

In the Mutuals reviewed at the 
Columbia, New York, the cooching 
present in the not so conspicuous 
dates is missing. But the kick-back 
is that if they haven’t the wiggle at 
the Columbia, what else have they? 
A full week of nothing for the Co- 
lumbia. 

“Lid Lifters’” chorus is sprightly 
in general and exceptional in a cou- 
ple of spots. The women are not 
bad on looks Al Ferris and George 
Lewis roll up a few laughs, while 
Harry Kelly, straight, is actually 
the star of the troupe. Ferris and 
Midgie Gibbons are the names in big 
type. " . 

Tamed down to almost straight 
woman classification, Miss Gibbons 
possesses that which could make 
her a torrid burlesquer elsewhere, 
and probably does. Except for the 
occasional rough stuff by the two 
comics, show seemed to have the lid 
on. Dutch and Hebe dialects of Fer- 
ris and Lewis are near enough to 
clash at times, and only the oppos- 
ing make-up overcomes the conflic- 
tion. Kelly did most to establish 
any individuality with his fine feed- 
ng. 

Gay Johnstone, No. 2 stripper, and 
Fay Murray do as best they can 
in the running with Miss Gibbons. 
Neither had them excited here. 
Patsy Murray and Helen Sparks, 
two girls in the line, stepped out 
for an acrobatic specialty in “one.” 
Miss Patsy of the show’s Murrays, 
again dropped from line to again go 
acrobatic in a harem scene closing 
the first part. Miss Murray’s solo 
bending replaced the usual grind 
number, a departure for a burlesque 
show. 

More straighting, besides Kelly’s, 
comes from Will Kraemer, doubling 
in song, and Joe Kilch, the juve. 
Kilch must take some kidding over 
the proximity of Kilch to the show 
business’ legendary hoofer’s moni- 
ker. He’s a nice looking youth and 
juves it well. His specialty can be 
overlooked since it's forgotten 
shortly after completion. 

What “Lid Lifters” lacks most is 
a presentable set of scenery. With 
all of its superior resources, it is 
inferior to many lesser shows in 
trappings. One flat piece, in center 
stage, had a two-foot horizontal rip. 
Any attempt to patch it, if made, 
didn't help. Bige. 











Stock at Ft. Wayne 


Fort Wayne, Dec. 17. 

Stock burlesque supplanted Mu- 
tual shows at the Majestic this 
week. 

Stock line-up includes Lew Led- 
erer, George Teeters, Ray Beverley, 
Russell La Vallee, Jack Sexton, 
Ethel Bernard, Mollie Manners and 
Edna Cable. 





Burlesque Vice Dramatic 


Stock burlesque supplants dra- 
matic stock at the Fulton, Brook- 





lyn, N. Y., next week, j 


= 


MUTUAL ORDERS 
$100 BUDGET CUT 
FOR SHOWS 


With business generally reported 
off, the Mutual Circuit, in an effort | 
to offset the slump, has given the 
O. K. to a bit of economy that be. 
comes effective week Dec. 23. All 
shows will reduce their weekly 
budget $100 without lopping off any 
of the principals. 

House managers have been in. 
structed to reduce the weekly guar. 
antee figure just $100 when the 
weekly settlement is made with the 
traveling Mutual company. 

Mutual show managers have been 
given instructions to put more pep 
into their performances and pay 
stricter attention to the companies, 

Some of the shows are doing bet. 
ter than others, yet the late returng 
indicate that some drastic action be 
taken by the home office to make 
things better for the producing 
managers who have been yelling 
murder of. late as to b. o. returns, 


City Stock Shakeup 


The City burlesque stock, N. Y, 
is set for an almost complete sweep 
of the principals who opened there 
Nov. 30. Next Saturday Dan Dody, 
stage director; Lander Bros.. Irene 
Leary, Constance and Cappo, Temple 
Trio and Ina Haywood go out with 
replacements comprising Sherman 
and Nelson, Paul Ryan, Eddie Lor- 
raye, with Billy Sharp as the new 
number producer. 

There will be no change in the 
runway leaders or personnel. A 
difference in the style of burlesque. 
shows is also expected to make a 
diff in the b. o. returns. 

A notice on the bulletin board at 
the City theatre was posted Mon- 
day night for the new burlesque 
stock. It will continue indef on @ 
week-to-week basis by the produc- 
ers, Mansbach & Froelich. 











Girls Will Be Soubs 


Chicago, Dec. 17, 

Burlesque girls continue the run 
on matrimonial unshackling. Vir- 
ginia Sheridan, soubrette at the 
Academy (stock), was granted a di- 
vorce from John P. Sheridan (none, 
pro) in Superior Court. 

Irving Eisenman was her attore 
ney. They were married in January, 
1923, and Sheridan deserted two 
years later. 





No Sugar for “Babes” 


Chorus girls with the Al Singer 
burlesque show, “Sugar Babies,” 
which closed in Toledo, where it 
played its last Mutual date at the’ 
Empire, were around New York 
last week declaring they had not 
been paid salaries. 

The Mutual offices were reported 
as calling a conference with Singer 
to straighten up the salary. 





Myrtle Stock Folds. 


Stock burlesque folded at the 
Myrtle, Brooklyn, last week. House 
resumes former vaudfilm policy.” * 

The stock flop is the third un- 
successful try at burlesque for this 
house. 2 





“DON’T-QUIT” ENVOY 

Emmett Callahan, assistant to lL 
H. Herk, head of Mutual, left last 
week for a three weeks inspection 
tour of Mutual houses and attrac- 
tions in the west. 

Part of Callahan’s touring mis- 
sion is to bolster up morale of sev 
eral houses ready to drop Mutual 
shows. 





OMAHA STOCK ENDS 
Omaha, Dee. 17. 

Stock burlesque folds at the 
Moon this week after three weeks 
of bad business. 

House formerly played Mutual 
shows, but ditched latter for stock 
with Clammage & Rothstein operate 
ing. May go musical stock as suc* 
ceedng policy. 


AMERICAN ON GRIND 


Stock at the American Musie 





Hall, New York, has adopted grind. 


policy this week (Dec. 16) 

House had been operating © 
two-a-day during week and 8! 
for Sundays, 


ith 
nd 
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€ lothes and Clothes 


, By Mollie Gray 





Talker Animal Film 

“Hunting Tigers in India” is a 
thrilling picture, even if most of it 
has been on New York screens pre- 
viously. Box office received more 
than one complaint on that score, 
put denied it. The whole tiger hunt, 
and the spotted deer, the wild hogs, 
all old. And the billing is mislead- 
ing also, “The first talking picture 
record of—" when the voice is sim- 
ply added to the old pictures. New 
sections were the “rogue” elephant 
kill, one horned rhino and the black 
buck, as well as many religious 
ceremonies. —_—_—— 

Moral of “Shrew” 

It took Hollywood to settle the 
question of who wrote Shakespeare's 
stuff. It wasn’t Bacon—it was Mack 
Sennett. Whoever it was certainly 
had an eye to the pictures. “Tam- 
ing of the Shrew” was the leaven 
that has been responsible for many 
a successful picture. And did 
Shakespeare know his women? Pic- 
turing wild Kate’s change from a 
hawk to a dove, but with her tongue 
in her cheek the while. Mary Pick- 
ford is more beautiful in these me- 
dieval costumes than in modern 
clothes. 

Her wedding gown was weighted 
with pearls and her sheer white 
gown trimmed with exquisite lace 
was lovely. And if she really wore 
that velvet chinchilla-collared cape 
when she fell in the mud—but, of 
course, she didn’t, it would cause 
too much suffering among women 
spectators. Picture carries a moral, 
too, for the men, forsooth, odds bod- 
kins and to wit: Never think you've 
really convinced a woman of any- 
thing, especially when she agrees 
with you. 

“Mountain Melodies” contains 
some of the most gorgeous scenery 
ever screened, a delight to the eye 
and not hard on the ear either, in 
particular that mothers’ favorite, 
“Juanita.” 

“Today and Yesterday” in sport, 
clothes, transportation and people 
is educational and interesting, espe- 
cially the difference so apparent be- 
tween the flicker of then and the 
film of now. 





Constance Bennett’s Gowns 

_ A stranger naturally thought the 
Roxy lobby was decorated with ex- 
tremely lifelike statues until the 
organ strains of the national an- 
them were heard and realized they 
were the ushers standing at atten- 
tion. 

Cziganyok (Gypsies) looks like a 
Practice line on a typewriter, but 
the Roxy program is responsible 
and the name covers a bright and 
colorful presentation. 

Nocturne simply a fluttering 
about of the ballet corps in chiffons 
of various colors against a heavenly 
blue star-studded softly full cor- 
tain, but very graceful. “Dancing 
Feet” gradually became the troupe 
as the curtain raised and the »plat- 
form lowered, costumes red trimmed 
pants and blouse affairs. “March- 
ing Home to You” a stirring set- 
ting with its stageful of troupes in 
the dimness and the lone figure on 
a treadmill upstage. 

“This Thing Called “ove,” which 
instead of turning the marriage 
problem inside out, as it starts out 
to do, just goes around in a circle 
with highly entertaining results. 
Constance Bennett is charmingly 
gowned at all times. A light crepe 
suit, whose short jacket used string 
bows instead of buttons, had a lux- 
urious collar and sleeve trim of fox, 
skirt with but one pleated flare to 
the side front. White velvet dark 
furred wrap was hip length and 
worn over a white satin gown with 
a very interesting skirt whose two 
ficunces started an inch wide at 
the waist and became most of the 
skirt at the sides, crossing each 
other back and front. 

Several of her gowns used the 
same idea with the starting point 
at different places, another time at 
the side of the skirt and again the 
side at the waist line and held with 
a jeweled buckle. 

Ruth Taylor -was a helpful friend 
in white chiffon with a large decor- 
ation on skirt and shoulder of self 
flowers. ZaSu Pitts, always a treat, 
is no Jonger a slavey but a metallic 
brocaded but nevertheless bitterly 
ndeceived wife. The Petrov Dancers 
appeared in the one colored scene 
in an unusually novel creation. 
Carmelita Geraghty made a good 
vamp, always dressed in black to 
her and the gown’s advantage. 





No evening bag was made to hang 
unseen these days or nights rather. 


are more retiring by using just lines 
of pearls on light colored silks to 
make the slightly pouched style. 
And cut steel beads haven't retired 
from the evening field entirely 
either, some very smart effects be- 
ing shown. 

Times square shops—I. Miller 
featuring ensembles consisting of 
slippers, hose and purse in a chest 
of three drawers all ready for gifts 
The leathers are colored suede or 
black patent, the hose the proper 
shade to harmonize. 

Hotel Astor Hat Shop is ready for 
winter with the new straws and 
some of the past favorites such as 
balibuntal and baku. Panamalac is 
not a patent medicine, it’s Panama 
straw stretched very thin and then 
lacquered. 

The Beverly dress shop shows a 
lovely white crepe frock whose skirt 
length and fullness is achieved 
through large circular flares whose 
joining the bodice makes an attrac- 
tive seaming. Only trimming is a 
narrow belt of rhinestones and 
emeralds which ties in front with a 
bow of the crepe and: the U neck- 
line edged with the same. 

Knox has a handy underarm bag 
about nine inches long that dangles 
a silk tassle, which is not just a 
nuisance in this case, since the tas- 
sle leads to a perfectly 
umbrella. 


Unclothed and Unclothed 
The Academy verdict on N. T. G.’s 
Midnight Revels was averse. These 
girls who have little to offer but 
nerve to wear the costumes (though 
they did wear silk blouses for the 
audience invasion, which was a tri- 
umph on somebody’s part) meant 
nothing here, where they like their 
burlesque where they can enjoy it 
There may be something in the 
world as useless as this act to a 
clothes column, but it’s hard to im- 
agine what it is. 
The girl with Gordon and Walker, 
who were full of spirits, leoked well 
in a frock of brown, velvet bodice, 
whose points overlapped the two- 
tone net of the skirt, which hung in 
straight panels. Hat mached the 
velvet and some bead trim in the 
same brown livened up the bodice. 
Ida Shipley with the Brown Derby 
Band wears but one costume, yet 
makes it serve twice by simply sub- 
tracting the skirt and collar, which 
were of orchid tissue edged with 
silver bands, rather pretty. 
Girl with Jans and Whalen wore 
a pretty yellow satin sleeveless 
frock with pleated skirt and twisted 
sash of yellow and brown. 

Madge Kennedy’s Frock 
The always enjoyable Ted Lewis 
and his musical clowns at the 
Riverside (could call them Yellow 
Kids from the costumes) hasn't 
changed his staging. The delightful 
Eleanor Brooks was the picture of 
grace in a white silk frock whose 
double skirt was long and very full, 
both hems finished with crystal and 
bodice also trimmed so. A previous 
costume was just as white, but not 
just as voluminous. 

Madge Kennedy has little oppor- 
tunity to display her gifts in this 
sketch called “The Red Hat,” which 
had nothing to do with a Cardinal. 
The hat was about the brightest 
thing in it. Miss Kennedy’s frock 
was a emall dark figured silk with 
a light background made with the 
circular ruffle treatment, coming to 
@ point in the back. Other side of 
the skirt was a circular flare, 
sleeves long and tight. Maxine 
Flood in black chiffon, sleeveless 
and short gloves, made it hard to 
believe she was a home wrecker, 
foiled through Miss Kennedy’s 
prompt action. 

Miss Barry of Barry and Whit- 
ledge, “Jest for a While,” wore a 
frock of delicate lace in beige and 
skirt with one ruffle that circled it, 
while another went but part way 
round, collar points that reached the 
waistline back and front and a 
string belt tied in back at the natu- 
ral waistline, 





Harry Carroll's Revuette depends 
more on the bilack-out than 
gir'g who were shabbily treated as 


Opening in their only pretty frocks. 
which were of crepe, each 
two colors, the usual blue with pink 


in the skirts and bertha 

Others for specialities were 
two-bit velvets. 
fared or rather frocked better frorn 


sweet in a white silk nicely 





They are solidly rhineetoned or 
Pearled with jeweled clasps. Others 


circular capelet in back, again 


practical | 


the | 


to costuming even for vaudeville. 


and pink with yellow, pleated flares 
collars. 

those 
The prima donna 


the very beginning when she looked 
cut 
dress trimmed only with orange 
color crepe making edge and bow to 
the front neckline and becoming a 
in 
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paie Slue crepe. A white silk frock | 
with bishop sleeves and an occa- 
sional painted flower was quite 
charming. Miss Lewis also wore a 
ainty pink taffeta and tulle with a 
touch of silk embroidery down the 
right side. 
Olive Bortenvs Disguise 

“Dance Hall’ at the Globe is 
Probably completely de-authored. 
Judging Vina Delmar by ‘Bad 
Girl,” which gets the biggest billing, | 
this is only the shell of the story | 
and it’s Arthur Lake’s picture, Olive 
Borden, disguised in a most unbe- 
coming blond wig, perhaps hoping 
nobody would recognize her, is the 








dance hostess who assists Arthur} 
while collecting his cups as a 
dancer. Even Miss Borden’s famous | 


figure is lost under the very short | 
ruffied skirts. The one frock worth 
mentioning was of dark jersey with 
bloused bodice in bold stripes, tiny 
buttons and loops closing the ticht 
collar in front. 
Agnes Ayres Smartly Dressed 
Agnes Ayres and Arman Kaliz 
amuse themselves and some others 
at the 86th Street in their skit, “A 
Night in Cairo,” with musical or 
rather singing touches. Miss Ayres 
looks better off the screen than on, 
ber blond hair really lovely. Gown 
was of silk fringed skirt, dipping in 
hack over chiffon brocade the same 
color and cut very scant in the 
sides of bodice. Wrap a smart af- 
fair of gray velvet brocade with 
white fox standing collar and cuffs. 











Rudy’s Distant Girl Friend 


“The Vagabond Lover,” Rudy} 
Valiee’s only picture, might have 
i been made with a _ still camera. 


Sally Blaine won't be the envy of 
|} all flapperhood as might have been 
|expected. No matter where she 
stood, she was still miles away 
ifrom Rudy. Miss Blaine wore a 
very becoming frock of dark silk 
with one revere, using three shades 
of silk, all with scalloped edges, 
jana the same for a triple collar 
| which reached the waist in back 
| with a point. 


} 


| picture some members of the audi- 


ed after Queen Marie’s flowing 
Veils. 

Once a nouveau riche was por- 
| trayed on the screen by an actress 
wearing neither bracelets nor 

sables. 
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Hollywood Styles 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hollywood Dec. 14. 
Exceptions That Prove the Rule 
Once a knockout blonde was seen 
riding through Hollywood on a 
street car. 
Once in a theatre sequence in a 


ence were not in evening clothes. 

Once a picture actress playing a 
mythical Balkan queen had a ward- 
robe without the headgear pattern- 


Once there was a blonde picture 
star who made a whole picture with 
inone of her close-ups backlighted 
to make halos of her hair. 


Studio Designers Discuss Long 
Skirts 

| Travis Banton (Paramount): 

| Long skirts are right when they 

lare logical: wrong when they run 

|agog without regard for occasion, 


| individual figure, or costume’s lines. 
|Informal and sports clothes reach 
ithe correct length when the knee 
| is well covered. Formal day clothes 
may be longer, even ankle length, 


|if the hem is even all the way round. 
The long, flowing ends almost 
sweeping the ground seen on the 
| streets in Hollywood are bad style 
{by their ignorant exaggeration. 
Evening clothes may be as long as 
you please, but trains are out of 
place in night clubs. 

If skirts are made longer too 
quickly, without a proper gradual 
development, and are too univer- 
sally adopted, smart women may 
return to shorter skirts as a refuge. 
In order to wear long skirts with- 
out awkwardness, women must ac- 
custom themselves to the new 
length slowly, till they’ve mastered 
the art of being casual about it. 
| Longer skirts are an expression of 








Uncommon Chatter 
By Ruth Morris 





Girl Band Vogue 

There seems to be another epi- 
Gemic of those lady-orchestras, 
booked in the houses all over town. 
The latest one is Alex Hyde’s Mod- 
ern Maidens, currently at the State, 
and a very nice act itis. It handles 
jazz with spirit and tonal accuracy 
and tears into a rip-roaring finish 
with Tschaikowski’s “1812.” It has 
also an exceptional soloist in Fran- 
ces Mae Maddux who croons bal- 
lads in a grand effortless voice. 

Costumes are attractive, arty look- 
ing things with faded blue flannel 
trov, blouses of corn color satin 
and girdles and berets in brilliant 
blue. Gives the act an awfully 
smart flavor. 

Zelda Santley’s flair for imper- 
sonations achieves accurate like- 
nesses of Ted Lewis, Chevalier and 
other well known entertainers, her 
Helen Morgan imitation being the 
only unsuccessful one. She wears 
an wnusual frock of black lace over 
petaled chiffon with such good style 
that it manages miraculously to look 
smart and tasteful. ~ 

Costumes for the girls with Frank 
Dobson are unchanged and Mrs. 
Joe Laurie appears in the difficult 
task of doing nothing charmingly 
wearing a two-piece sports suit 
of powder blue. 





Elviry Weaver is wearing her 
other dress at the Riverside this 
week—a natty little number in red 
calico with white cotton trim 
Her comedy and that of her Home 
Folks is a smash. 

The Harrington Sisters appear in 
a cunning baby wardrobe and spill 
sophisticated material. Herb Wil- 
liams’ beauty chorus of one wears 
typical Herb Williamish costumes 
and Venita Gould effects, a char- 
treuse taffeta for clever impersona- 
| tions. 
| 








The New York theatre diverted 
{its patrons on Tuesday with “Dark 
| Skies,” starring Shirley Mason. The 
filrn reeled off a trite plot involv- 


using |inge a village maiden, a stern uncle, 


and a city slicker who turned out to 
be a hero, despité his bootlegging, 
Spanish accent and habit of accom- 
panying himself on the guitar. 
Halfway through, the film of- 
fered more entertainment than had 
been expected by a elip in its me- 
chanical apparatus. Audiences can't 
be expected to take very seriously 
a@ love scene in which the man’s 
voice is heard when the girl is 
speaking, and wice versa. 





Film Mamas’ Jubilee 
Production of “The Marriage 
Playground” (bringing with it the 
chance to cast all their little dar- 


lings in fat parts) must have de- 
lighted the film-mothers of Holly- 
wood. The picture has been taken 
from Edith Wharton’s “The Chil- 
dren,” which concerned itself with 
the parental-divorce troubles of a 
group of the darndest, most irre- 
pressible and amusing kids that 
ever crept into print. The children 
have been well chosen for the pic- 
ture and, since precociousness was 
written into their parts, are not a 
bit annoying. They handle their 
lines like seasoned troupers, espe- 
cially a little impertinent named 
Little Mitzi, and Anita Louise, who 
plays the scheming and beautiful 
Blanco. Mary Brian has many good 
performances to her credit, but her 
portrayal of July is among the finest 
things she has done. 

Lilyan Tashman is stunning, de- 
spite a decidedly unbecoming hair 
arrangement, as the ever-being-dl- 
voreced Mre. Wheater. Her clothes 
are slightly over-done, as they 
should be. 





Synthetic Erin 

“Lucky in Love” has a synthetic 
and highly improbable plot which 
provid<¢s an excuse for Morton 
Downey to sing Irish ballads as he 
climbs the ladder of success from 
horse groom to bridegroom. It’s 
flavored with heavy Irish accents 
and the breath of auld Ireland, sure 
and it is. 

Betty Lawford tries to be con- 
vincing as the Lady Mary, but her 
part is against her. 

Also on the Colony program is a 
short called “Hotsy Totsy,” which 
is hilariously funny in spots, par- 
ticularly the episode dealing with 
jthe “world’s best tap-dancer,” 
| Beanie Barnet. 





Many of the sins of talking pic- 


tures should be forgiven since one 
of them, “General Crack,” has given 
back to John Barrymore his voice. 
It’s such a nice voice—and he does 
such nice things with it. It can 
jread lines with fire, wth sardonic 
|humor and with deep and moving 
sincerity. It's almost as grand as 
,that Barrymore profile. 

Marian Nixon is beautiful and 
jsweet as Maria Luisa, but does lit- 
tle more than recite her lines. Armi- 





a more formal and graceful mode of 
living. 


Adrian (M-G-M): Women should 
not be alarmed by this upheaval in 
style. Accept it with a grain of 
salt, until the present exaggeration 
and enthusiasm ever skirt lengths 
settles. Long skirts should be worn 
only for most formal occasions. 
Really long skirts are nice only 
when they are impractical. Day 
clothes should not be longer than 
four inches below the knees. Eve- 
ning clothes are a matter of in- 
dividual likes. The woman whose 
pocketbook average is wise to 
follow a modified version of the. 
styles sponsored by fashion’s lead- 
ers. Skirt lengths will be regu- 
lated finally by practicality, not ar- 
bitrary dictates. 

Edward Stevenson (First Na- 
tional): The tendency toward long 
skirts has already been over- 
done in Hollywood. Women have 
lengthened their skirts before they 
have learned how to wear them 
easily. 

Stumbling and tripping over 
skirts impede their movement at 
present, but when moderation tri- 
umphs, there is a grace and beauty 
to the longer silhouette that should 
make it a comparatively permanent 
mode. 


is 


Gwen Wakeling (Pathe): The 
longer skirts make women look 
slimmer, taller, more dignified, 


more gracious and more feminine. 
Walter Plunkett (RKO): Short 
skirts were unkind to fem- 
inine beauty. They cut height and 
tended to make women look dumpy. 
They revealed legs that should 
never have been revealed. Since 
there are but a dozen women in 
Hollywood whose legs are beautiful, 
the new long skirts make women 
interesting by their subtlety. Long- 


er skirts are flattering to every 
woman’s figure. They add height 
and grace, and wearing them 


women acquire a new-found poise 
that is a decided asset to femin- 
inity. 

Sophie Wachner (Fox): Long 
skirts are smart and appropriate 
for formal afternoon wear and 
for the evening. Long day clothes 
are in bad taste and ridiculous 
longer than four or five inches 
below the knees, Hoilywood 
does not discriminate as to the 
proper place and time for long 
skirts, but smart women in Paris 
and New York will not wear long 
skirts on the street. It is rather 
difficult to accustom women to the 
new long line from waist to hem. 
By breaking this line skillfully long 


skirts will be accepted more 
readily. 

At The Studios 
Joan Crawford, in Montana, 


is a smart young miss who 
proves it by wearing a tailored 
green cloth dress with a short leo- 
pard jacket. Leopard is not only a 
becoming fur to Joan, but also is 
symbolicail of the personality M-G- 
M is developing for her. She is 
their exponent of lithe swift grace; 
a feline underneath, tinged with 
spitfire. That’s why this costume 
is so good. It describes her type 
and still plausible as correct style. 
Its slim one-piece dress, flaring 
out low at the hem, is tied with a 
knot of leopard skin at the neck. 
The straight box coat is lined with 
the material that makes the dress. 

Lila Lee is over at RKO xt the 
moment playing the title role in 
“Second Wife.” Walter Plunkett 
designed a yellow chiffon costume 
for her, a neat example of what can 
be done with spirals. Beginning 
clock-wise at the round neckline, 
these spiral sections swirl until at 
the waistline they are running 
counter-clock wise. They end in 
flaring points at the skirt bottom. 

Somehow or other two of the 
sections at the top develop into 
capes over one shoulder. Long 
sleeves repeat the spiral motif. 
There is a yellow horsehair hat 
with a back-turned brim of yellow 
tulle, and as a lesson in thorough- 
ness, Miss Lee wears three canary 
martens. 

Ruth Chatterton, in “Sarah ar 
Son,” looks Nike the mzysteri 
woman in a black velvet ever 
ensemble. The dress, without c 
ment of any kind, not even a 
has a wide shallow neckline, . 
waist indicated by crushing t’ 
vet softly, and a skirt that 
and supple to the knees 
after the skirt gains wi 
serted panels till it flar 
huge fantail at the bo 
finished with deep s« 

Wrap of velvet is 





da handles a gypsy part excellently. 
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Merry Christmas! 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Mary Pickford signed with Fam- 
ous Players at $2,000 a week for 52 
weeks pay or play, declining a rival 
tender of double that amount, an 
unheard of figure in that era. 





Alco Films, energetic newcomer 
in the distributing field, went into 
a brief receivership due to internal 
differences. Al Lichtman and Wil- 
liam Sievers, from St. Louis, sold 
their interests to Walter Hoff Seely 
and the concern was reorganized 
and continued on larger = scale. 
Harry Reichenbach left Jesse Lasky 
and went with Alco as press agent. 





Even so far back the stock man- 
agers had a grievance against. the 
play brokers who so overcharged in 
royalty that no stock manager, so 
they said, could make the game pay. 
Cited one piece that had been a flop 
on Broadway which was held at 
$450 a week. Brokers, said man- 
agers, had refused to concede any- 
thing in rates during the tough war 
time period. 





Arthur Hammerstein took over 
the Lexington Avenue opera house 
from his father, putting in vaud- 
film. ‘ 





Blanche Sweet, who jumped to 
stardom under Griffith, signed for 
term contract to do Lasky-Belasco 
pictures, starting with “The 
Woman,” Broadway dramatic hit of 
previous season, 





George M. Cohan finished a play 
temporarily called “Marching For- 
ward” for William Collier. In cast 
were to be also Louise Dresser, 
Martin Brown and Rosy Dolly. 





Pittsburgh mills started opera- 
tions and wartime depression in 
business seemed to be nearly over. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper.) 

Flo Irwin, sister and stage part- 
ner of May Irwin, was married to 
John Morris, change artist, in “the 
Little Church Around the Corner,” 
New York, by the Rev. Dr. Hough- 
ton. In the wedding party were Mr. 
and Mrs. Tony Pastor: and other 
stage celebrities. 











Reviewing the final game of the 
college football season, in which 
Yale and Princeton tied, Clipper 
marvels at the huge crowd of 8,000 
which witnessed the contest and 
presents arguments in favor of a 
change of rules calling for 11 in- 
stead of 15 men to a side. The 
smaller team would make the game 
more scientific in attack, as against 
the bigger team’s premium on mere 
weight and muscle. Big team, ar- 
gues editor, made it almost impos- 
sible for a runner to do anything 
but push through by superior heft. 





Clipper sporting department is 
conducting a series of articles on 
the season just passed, at this time 
dealing with batteries. Point is 
made that it is good strategy for a 
team captain to change moundsmen 
whenever the opponent batsmen 
show confidence, and change should 
be made whether the pitcher is be- 
ing punished at the time or not. 

Stage bands seem to have been in 
vogue at the time. Pat Gilmore was 
giving concerts at the Grand Opera 
House, New York, in conjunction 

‘ith the show, Gilmore being lead- 
‘g military band master of the me- 
ypolis, head of the Seventh Regi- 
1t band, N.G.N.Y. (He after- 
1 played a unique engagement 
*roctor’s 23d Street, giving a 
program in the morning only, 
he house ran continuous show 

30 a. m. to 11 p. m. 





innovation is described in 
1d Geyer, contortionists, 
10m did a pedestal clog 
le doubled into a bridge 


. 
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Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Doc Powers, veteran ventriloquist, for the first time in all his travel- 
ing days, found a new use for his dummies. With summer dates over 
and a long winter ahead, Powers went in for special exploitation work 
in pictures. One of his first hook ups was doing a sidewalk and lobby 
ballyhoo for the presentation of “The Great Gabbo,” a story of a 
ventriloquist. 








Small time acts, eager to make talking film shorts, are swelling New 
York booking offices. Smaller turns are not waiting to be called and 
take all sorts of measures to submit themselves. 

An agent, booking with Paramount, reports that as many as 75 small 
turns clutter up his office a day. 





Publix, in its decision to reduce the number of turns in its presenta- 
tion units to three acts, at the same salary appropriation as at present, 
if not more, paid for five, will go into the standard classification of 
variety turns. With three acts the quality will be greatly improved. 

Accordingly from the account Publix: will then start ‘to bill each act, 
something it has not done up to now with its presentation turns, 





Boys are now betting on the longevity of the ever changing railings 
and partitions in Keith’s booking office. Current odds are quoted at 
six to five against last week’s new. railing remaining in place more than 
four weeks. 


Meanwhile, the carpenters are outgrossing the agents. Several agents 


are reported to have already entered bids for the Keith carpentry 
franchise. 





Proctor’s 86th Street, New York, has the enviable distinction of being 
considered by R-K-O-ites and others as the ideal neighborhood house 
around Greater New York. Besides doing unusually good business, it is 
considered one of the best theatres in the east in which to judge an 
act because of the audience, drawing from nearby Park avenue as well 
as Third and farther east. Herman Whitman is managing: both the 
86th Street and 58th Street. 





With a lot of actors these days turning to side lines, one performer, 
identified with “wop’ comedy sketches for years, is finding lucrative 
pickings in passing off a raffle racket among other actors. While work- 
ing on and off all the time and in good physical shape, this performer 
has been traveling around the country in his own car, interviewing and 
beseeching “old friends” to help him out. His story is of a blind wife 
for whom he is raffling a wrist watch or some other commodity in order 
to ensure care and attention for her. Soft actors, feeling sorry, fall 
readily for the sob stuff, as far as they can afford. 





Independent Coast vaude agent who recently took a date away from 
the Keith office by offering to save the manager $20 on a five act bill, is 
all hopped up over saving sales talks. He is now spending jack for tele- 
grams telling small time operators how to save money. 


Telegram reads: “This office has taken over Oxnard (Cal.), formerly 
booked by Keith. The manager called at this office as we have invited 
you to do. We convinced him we had the same acts as he piayed at a 
great saving. Will you kindly call. You will not be obligated or high 
pressured. 





Whether Harry Jolson was responsible for Al or vice versa, is one 
of those things in show business. In his first article for the “Saturday 
Evening Post,” of Dec. 7, Harry stresses Al as the younger of the 
brothers and refers to himself as the one who started the nickel singing. 
Al is “the kid” in Harry’s story. 


Not the least unusual angle to the Harry Jolson story is the fact, 
inside reported, of the “Post” turning down Al Jolson’s biography 
written for it specially by Mark Hellinger and accepting the less-well- 
known brother’s yarn. 

It is said Mrs. Harry Jolson ghost-authored for her husband. In 
any event it’s a very well written article, interestingly detailing the 
successive changes that changed Hesselmann to Yoelson to Jolson, and 
brought the family from a Polish province to Washington, D. C. 

The story is in two installments with no date set by the “Post” for 
the second. 





Something entirely new in vaude is paying off acts short in one New 
York Keith house to later pay the full and balance of the salary in 
another local theatre. That has been reported with a number of acts. 

An act playing a Keith split is asked to accept one half of the amount 
due for the split and told it will receive the difference at the next stand. 
With a $1,000 turn expecting to receive $500 on the split, it will be given 
around $250 and the balance paid later, but whether the difference is 
charged to the house owing it or the one paying the act isn’t known. 


At first thought the act believes there is a cash shortage at the house 
stalling the payment, while another might be that the circuit is financially 
pressed. After thinking it over and probably talking to its agent, the 
act can’t understand it, though appreciating his first thoughts were 
wrong. It’s just funny to the act as it is something never before oc- 
curring on the Keith time. 


The explanation is likely traceable to the Keith booking department. 
A surmise is that whoever books these salary postponing Keith houses 
in New York is ordering the house manager to defer salary payments 
to prevent that particular house from going in the red for the week 
or split. Who the booker may be attempting to fool is another puzzle. 
Or why a house if in the red shouldn’t show it immediately is once 
again an all new vaude angle. 

It was reported a few weeks ago that a big Keith vaude house in New 
York carried over its weekly sundry bills, not a large amount, to the 
next week, just to give the theatre a chance to show black for that cur- 
rent term. 

Or if there is an unstated reason, at least the acts might be informed 
to stop them from talking if nothing else. It’s not politic to ask anyone 
to waive payment of moneys due without a reason. And if the purpose 
is to keep a house out of the red, though the difference may be quite 
minute between black and red for that period, it’s an all new way of 
financing and operating in the show business, with one thing certain, 
which forces the booking department surmise, that no theatre operator 
or management ever tries to deceive in that manner. 





Due to a non-co-operative condition that exists at the present time, 
the artists’ bureau of the National Broadcasting Company and vaude 
booking exchange (Keith's) of R-K-O are practically of no aid to one 
another. Opposing ideas as to the stage value of radio acts and other 
conflicting viewpoints are standing in the way of the vaude and radio 
material agencies, both of the Radio family, exercising their close af- 
filiation. 


Reported lack of a set policy for the NBC’s agenting of acts with 
Keith’s is said on the inside to bar most of the former’s chances of ‘plac- 
ing ether people in the vaude theatres. Another reported objection by 
Keith’s is over the allegedly excessive vaude salaries asked for by the 
NBC in behalf of its contract artists. 





The NBC when acting as agent in booking an act with Keith's charges 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Chas. Dillingham is said to have threatened to call off the R-K 
deal on the Globe, New York, as a grind unless present employees es 
the house retain their jobs. These are doormen, ticket takers anq g mm 
house attendants, some of whom have worked for Dillingham for 20 
more years. 








“Grand Hotel,” the comedy success in Berlin which has been bough 
for America by Al Woods, is not by Paul Frank alone as the Program 
over there states. 

Hungarian author, Ladislaus Fodor, who wrote the successfy] 


“Pp, 
As a Churchmouse,” has acknowledged that he polished up the aj ve 


alog, 





“The Criminal Code,” by Martin Flavin, now current at the National, 
is said to be a free dramatization of experiences of Paul Kelly, who 
was involved on the West Coast in the Ray Raymond murder, Kelly 
is reported about to attempt an acting comeback in “The 9:15 Revue” 
which is slated for Broadway this season by Mrs. Ruth Selwyn, 





When Wallace Munro. was ahead of “The Red Robe” (since closeg) 
he telegraphed ahead to the Baltimore hotel, Kansas City for a reserva. 
tion and signed the name of the Red Robe Co. The clerk through it 
was a ready-to-wear concern and allotted Monro a nice large sample 
room, 





Lew Cantor, who presented “Mendel, Inc.” at the Harris recently, hag 
withdrawn completely from the managerial end of that attraction, hay. 
ing sold his interest to others concerned, Cantor retained but a minority 
share, selling most of:his stock after the show first tried out. , 

Those principally owning “Mendel” are Herman Becker, brother of 
Ruth Roye; Eddie Rugoff, who operates theatres in Long Beach ang 
Brighton Beach, and Joe Smith and Charlie Dale, who are featured with 
show. 





One of the reasons said to contribute to the unusual lateness of stage 
musicals in arriving on Broadway this season is the need for books 
of greater originality and strength than has been the rule in musicals. 

As all producers now figure to get off the nut by selling the picture 
rights, the libretto is suddenly more important than ever before. In 
former times musical comedies rated the score, the cast, the dance num- 
bers and the book in about the order named. 

Film talkers consider the plot first and the other factors afterwards 
as trimmings or secondary strength. 





Well known femme picture star, formerly a stock actress, was brought 
up from Hollywood for a special starring engagement in a Pacific Coast 
production and went on without knowing half her lines. 

She went up so many times and so noticeably during one performance, 
a player opposite her threw her the line she was obviously struggling 
to recall. 

As soon as they were off stage the star went up to him in a rage and 
smacked him across the jaw with her open hand. “How dare you doa 
thing like that,’ she yelled. “Don’t you think I know this part. Keep 
your lines to yourself hereafter.” 





A Coast actress opening a stock company offered stock in the enter- 
prize to the public. Rather slow about taking up the issue but one man, 
local sportsman, promised to come in for $6,000 the day the production 
opened. The night of the premiere was rosy, for the actress was sure 
of the six grand. The sportsman did not attend the premiere but re- 
mained at home with his best pal.. The best pal and the sportsman got 
into an argument, with the latter leaving the room and returning with 
a gun. No one knows what happened but, later the pal was found 
fatally wounded. He was taken to a hospital where he died. The sports- 
man is now in jail charged with murder and the stock company, minus 
his six thou, is having a tough time holding on. 





The benefit performance given at the Imperial, New York, Saturday 
at midnight, in aid of the families uf the show girls burned to death 
in the Pathe-Manhattan picture studio, netted $7,082. Two of the girls 
were in “Sons o’ Guns” at the Imperial, one was in “The Little Show” 
and the other was in “Sketch Book.” 

The gross at the box office was slightly over $4,000, the balance being 
donations. George M. Cohan and Sam H. Harris, in addition to appear- 
ing in the show, each gave $250. Harry Rosenthal bought a box for 
$500 as did Dwight D. Wiman. A collection among players was first 
proposed but Lep Solomon, treasurer of the Music Box, suggested the 
benefit performance which was quickly arranged. 





The art theatres around New York are trying to get away from being 
identified with foreign classics as their staple production material. 

Calls are being sent out and a search is being made for scripts by 
American playwrights. The only trouble is that it is now and always 
has been hard for the art theatres to get playwrights to submit scripts 
to them. Native authors much prefer professional producers who at 
least assure them of an attempt at a long run. 

The fact that the Lenox Hill Players were able to procure and pro- 
duce three American plays last season has incited the other art thee 
atres to make more strenuous attempts to get native scripts. 

The production of Gorky’s “Lower Depths” which will be the first 
production this season of the Leo Bulgakoy theatre group will be the 
last foreign play that the organization will attempt this season. 
others will be American if they can get them. 





Cancellation of permits to stage prison theatrical entertainments under 
the auspices of the Mutual Welfare League and open to the public may 
be one of the aftermaths of the riot at Auburn last week. For several 
years, officials of the State Department of Correction have been waging 
a campaign to curtail the theatrical and other publicity-attracting ac 
tivities of the Mutual Welfare League, but they dared not take definite 
action for fear of arousing the opposition of prison reform and uplift 
associations. It is understood the authorities now feel the riots a 
Auburn and Dannemora have caused the pendulum of public opinion to 
Swing to the other end, so that a less liberal prisun regime may be put 
in force, in spite of the cries which may arise from the reform element. 

While proponents of the Walfare League plan insist that shows are 
conducive to a better morale among the convicts, most of the priso® 
officials believe they are a source of constant danger. It is claimed that 
weapons can be smuggled into the prisoners by friends at these affairs. 


———— 





15% for services to the act, or three times the commission the regular 
Keith (vaude) agents are permitted to receive. 

NBC is not represented regularly on the Keith booking floor but 
periodically delivers a list of its available attratcions to the bookers. 

A suggestion is to come up, it is said, whereby the NBC's acts when 
available for vaude will be distributed among the Keith yvaude agents 
and represented on the booking floor in the customary manner. Th 
would add, however, 5% more for the agent, 5% for the booking office 
and with the 15% NBC charged, act’s total commission under that ar- 
rangement would reach 25%. 
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Macloons Sue for Injunction 


Against Equity’s “Unfair” Ban 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Alleging that Frank Gillmore, 
president, and Paul Dullzell, execu- 
tive secretary and treasurer of the 
Actors’ Equity Association, showed 
malice with the purposes and in- 
tents of injuring the business of 
Louis O. Macloon and Lillian Al- 
bertson Macloon as producers and 
that they deliberately, “fraudulently 
and deceitfully combined and con- 
federated” for the purposes of de- 
stroying the latter’s business in the 
production of piays, suit for $100,- 
000 was filed against Equity and its 
two executive officers in the United 
States District Court. 

The action also asks for a tem- 
porary injunction against these de- 
fendants pending trial to restrain 
them from threatening to close up, 
shut down or stop any play or pro- 
duction which the Macloons under- 
take to produce. The order also 
requests that Equity be restrained 
from placing either of the Mac- 
Loons on the “ynfair”’ list. The ap- 
plication for the temporary injunc- 
tion is to be argued before Federal 
Court Judge James December 23. 

The complaint, which was filed 
by Duke Stone, former attorney for 


Equity, who is the latest of the 
Macloon corps of counsel, _ sets 
forth that Equity prohibits its 
members from making contracts 


with any manager who is not ap- 
proved by the organization, and 
on many occasions since July, 1927, 
Equity has publicly charged the 
Macloons with being unfair and 
on the “unfair” list and prohibiting 
actors and actresses belonging to 
their association from dealing with 
the Macloons, 

Macloons deny the _ ajlegations 
they are “unfair.” They state that 
approximately 95% of the actors 
and actresses that may be available 
for employment belong to Equity 
and as a result Macloons are unable 
to get competent actors and ac- 
tresses for “The New Moon” which 
requires 68 players and which the 
Macloons want to produce for 12 
weeks at the Majestic beginning 
Jan. 12. 

Gillmore’s Threat 

Complaint alleges Gillmore, 
speaking for the governing board of 
Equity, recently, stated that if the 
Macloons attempted to open a show 
or play he would stop it and would 
use his affiliation with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to cause, 
musicians and stage hands that 
might be employed in said show to 
strike, even though these men are 
not required to be members of 
Equity. 

Complainant alleges that as a 
further object of conspiracy, Equity 
and the other two defendants caused 
to be posted in the Hollywood of- 
fice of Equity special notice to its 
members that the Macloons are 
considered “unfair” to the Equity 
and that no member will be per- 
mitted to contract or rehearse with 
any firm with which the Macloons 
are connected without rendering 
themsclves liable to suspension. 

Complaint states the Macloons 
have paid $5,000 for the privilege 
of staging “The New Moon” and 
that they have contracted for the 
rental of the Majestic theatre at 
$1,000 a week for 12 weeks. 

As a result of being called unfair 

by Equity, the Macloons claim 
they have lost many valuable pro- 
ductions. 
The order to show cause was 
granted by District Court Judge Ed- 
ward J. Henning. To support their 
application for a temporary injunc- 
tion charging unlawful conspiracy 
to injure ‘and destroy which is al- 
leged to be interstate within the 
meaning of the United States Con- 
stitution and violation of the acts 
of Congress a number of authorities 
have been quoted. 

I. B. Kornblum, attorney for 
Equity, stated that the troubles of 
the Macloons have been due to Mrs. 
Macloon’s violation of a _ signed 
contract with Equity. 


Denies Arbitration Offer 

Miss Albertson denied that Gill- 
more or Equity had offered to ar- 
bitrate on her book in which she 
charges unfair Equity tactics 
against herself and Macloon, also 
what she terms an “outrageous 
strike against us in 1925.” She 
states she received a short letter 
from Gillmore to the effect that 
the matter was in the hands of 
the council. The matter of “plac- 
ing her on trial” before the council 
is what Miss Albertson terms a 
Plan to “shift the defensive to me,” 


but that “little travesty” was plan- | 
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FIVE NEW MUSICALS 
ON 42ND BY FEB. 15 


Production activity is on the up- 
bound, with musical attractions. By 
| Feb. 15 five new musicals will be 
on 42nd street, the group there to 
number at least a neat half dozen. 


| All three Selwyn houses will have 


Times Square, and a new De Sylva, 
Brown and Henderson show which 
George White will play at the 
Apollo. 


“Ripples” will be spotted in the 
New Amsterdam by Charles Dill- 
ingham. Close by in the Harris Mrs. 
Edgar Selwyn’s “Nine Fifteen” 
revue is due. 

This does not take in considera- 
tion either of the two impending 
Ziegfeld shows—‘Simple Simon” 
and the Marilyn Miller-Astaires at- 
traction. Readying and also re- 
ported for 42d street is Lew Leslie's 
“International Revue.” 





Inez Norton Feature in 
“Deception,” Legit Piece 


Inez Norton, the former Ziegfeld 
girl, who figured in the Arnold 
Rothstein murder, case and was a 
beneficiary in the late gambler’s 
will, is returning to the stage 
featured in a new show. 

She signed a contract last week 
to appear in “Deception,” new play 
which will be produced by Bernard 
Levey and slated to go _ into 
rehearsal Jan. 2. 

Edward Elsener, who is to direct, 
is in Denver where he was called 
‘by deaths in his family and he will 
not return to New York until New 
Year’s. Except his summons home 
the Norton show would go into 
rehearsal immediately. 

Levey says “Deception” will not 
have any story bearing on the life of 
Rothstein. 





ned before the injunction and dam- 
age suit in California. 





Calling on Union Heads 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Louis O. Macloon, ruled unfair by 
Equity after various squabbles with 
actors in his employ, arrived in 
New York Monday by airplane to 
confer with William Canavan of the 
Stage Hands and Joe Weber of the 
Musicians. : 

Macloon is asking these crafts to 
ignore Equity and permit him to get 
a stage crew and orchestra so he 
may produce “New Moon” on the 
coast. 

Stage carpenter has been hired 
by Macloon to build the production 
and is awaiting wire advice from 
Macloon to hire a full crew and pro- 
ceed out here. 

Macloon claims he stands willing 
to arbitrate with Equity, but that 
Equity flatly refuses to open the 
various cases involved in his place- 
ment on Equity’s unfair list. 





Gillmore stated this week that the 
offer made to Miss Albertson was 
that Equity would attempt to prove 
distortions in the book, naming Max 
Steuer, attorney for the Macloons 
as the sole referee and if he up- 
held Equity’s contentions, she 
would then be called on to repu- 
diate the book. Mr. Steuer, cred- 
ited with having asked Gillmore to 
consider reinstating Miss Albert- 
son, declined to comment to a Va- 
riety reporter 

When some other person than 
Steuer was proposed to consider 
the book, Miss Albertson replied 
she would consider that in Feb- 
ruary, but wanted permission to 
operate as a manager on the coast 
in the meantime. 

The charges against Miss Albert- 
son are set for hearing by Equity's 
council on Jan. 7 or 30 days after 
notice was sent her. That is the 
usual period in such cases but a 
subsequent date may be set if re- 
quested by Miss Albertson. 

The Macloons’ suit was brought 
in the Federal court jurisdiction. 
Federal court is held to be debat- 
able. The decision of Justice God- 
dard tended to establish in the 
Edelsten case that Equity may not 
be sued in the Federal courts un- 
less diversity of citizenship among 





the members is proven. 


fresh shows of that type—Arch’s 
“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn; | 
Edgar’s “Strike Up the Band,” 


| 
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Shows in Rehearsal 





“The Bottom” (Leo Bulga- 
vak), Waldorf. 

“Seven” (Jimmy Cooper), 
Republic. 


“She Got Away With Mur- 
der” (Shuberts), Shubert. : 
“Trevelyn’s Ghost” (Erlan- 

ger & Tyler), Frolic. 
“Apartment 7” (Frederic 
Clayton), Bryant Hall. 


“Hoboken Hoboes” (Will 
Morrissey), Lyric. 
“He Got the Job” (John 


Golden), Little, 

“Nancy’s Private Affair” 
(Myron Fagan), Knickerbocker. 

“Nine-Fifteen Revue” (Ruth 
Selwyn), Belmont. 

“When Hell Froze” (Mac- 
Gowan & Reed), Longacre. 
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Twin City Envy Eased by Gest’s 
‘Miracle’ in Red for 100 G's in St. Paul 





TICKET GYP MEETING 
_ BUT ANOTHER GESTUR 


ahduties 


A group 
|is again 
| tated problem of ket 

eypping. After a last 
Thursday a committee on ways and 
|means was formed but caustic 
commentator doubted that any con- 
crete plan will be arrived 
the Palm Beach season diverts the 


conferring on the oft-agi- 


»7 ¥ , 
alleged tik 


session 








NEW PRODUCTION LAGS 
AS MIDWINTER NEARS 


Nothing brewing in the legit pro- 
ductior field with the season half 
over. Shuberts are basing their 
activities for the rest of the season 
upon revivals, mostly musical, fig- 
uring on establishing these revivals 
in Philadelphia, Boston and Chi- 
cago to plug up some of those holes 
on the road, 

Scanning the list of other pro- 
ducers, only two shows are actual- 
ly in rehearsal in New York right 
now. Ziegfeld started on “Simple 
Simon” this week and Mrs, Ruth 
Selwyn on her “9:15 Revue.” Only 
other new thing in the horizon is 
Edgar Selwyn’s “Strike Up the 
Band,” with Clark and McCullough, 
due on Broadway shortly. George 
White is still fooling around with 
the idea of producing a musical for 
the spring and has asked De Sylva, 
Brown and Henderson to give him 
an outline of a book and score, but 
whether the show will materialize 
is a guess. 


Shuberts Clipping 


The Shuberts have cut down office 
personnel where the latter were 
considered no longer necessary to 
carry on the work. 

Street rumors had Jos. 
leaving, but that’s.not so. 


Kaufman’s 27, for Writing 
Out Coward’s 137 Idea 


George S. Kaufman is writing the 
book and dialog for Ziegfeld’s new 
musical which will have Marilyn 
Miller and the Astaires. Kaufman 
is working on the idea submitted 
to Zieggy by Noel Coward, at a 
price. 

Coward’s deal with Zieggy was 
unusual, The manager asked the 
English genius to write the book. 
Coward, on ‘the eve of d2parture 
for the Orient, replied he couldn’t 
do that but weuld supply an out- 
line for story. For that he asked 
$10,000. Coward’s stipulation was 
that even if the story was rejected 
he was to retain the money, but if 
it were used he (Coward) is to re- 
ceive 144% royalty. 

Ziegfeld agreed, paid Coward and 
is said to have been pleased with 
the story. Kaufman is to receive 
2% for writing the actual book, and 
score will call for as much addi- 
tional royalty. 


Aarons-Freedley Making 
Film Debut With Radio? 








Gaites 














Although their name has fre- 
quently been linked with Para- 
mount, it is now probable that 


Aarons and Freedley will make 
their picture debut via Radio. 
Extent of the contract, whether 
for one of the firm’s musical shows, 
an original, or the progress of ne- 
gotiations, is not definitely known. 
The only sure thing about the mat- 
ter is that the dea] is being dis- 
cussed by the interested parties. 


— - - 


Whole Cast of Doubles 


Actors are being cast for a se- 
ries of sketches to be put on at the 
Ritz Carlton Hotel New Year’s 
eve. A society man named Carlton 
Hub is managing the affair for a 
private club and is seeking actors 
who resemble members of the club 
in order to fit into the sketches, 
which are satires on the club hap- 





penings. 


managerial attention. 


;}the meeting angrily presented a 
friends. A particular item objected 
to was a charge of $26.40 said to 
have been made for a pair of tickets 


priced at $3.85 at the box office. 


| 





sentative. 
tickets ever have been. 
Broadway ever came to attempting 
to control high prices was a plan for 
a centralized ticket agency. 
most recent of such plans was the 
offer of Joe Leblang to tear out 


| central office. It failed because only 


about 50 per cent of Broadway's 
theatres agreed to the plan, whereas 
Leblang believed at least 80 per cent 
representation would be necessary. 

The Warners, who are backing 
“Fifty Million Frenchmen” at the 
L-~iec, called the brokers in last 
week in protest against high prices 
charged. The agency men were 
asked to be more moderate in their 
rates. The brokers arrarced a 450 
nightly buy for “Frenchmen,” First 
it was proposed to withdraw the 
buy and charge an extra dollar per 


ticket. The Warners, however, 
vetoed that and sent for the brokers. 
The managers’ committee on 


| ticket gypping is: Arthur Hopkins, 
Gilbert Miller, Brock Pemberton, 
William Harris, Jr., and Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

It is known that on a number of 
occasions this season the agencies 
have been selling tickets on the 
sidewalk for less than box office 
price. That often happens at cur- 
tain time or shortly afterward when 
broke-s hold tickets too long and at 
too high a price. Throughout Mon- 
day afternoon runners for agencies 
offered tickets for a 42nd _ street 
show at reduced prices in front of 
the theatre. 


SHUBERTS ARGUE 


J. J. Sails Suddenly—Different Rea- 
sons.—Bad Business and Market 











When J. J. Shubert suddenly left 
for Europe Broadway rumored he 
had walked out on his brother Lee. 

According to the stories the boat 
ride followed a dispute between the 


brothers, with William Klein, the 
Shuberts’ attorney reported in- 
volved. 


The few remaining Shubert at- 
tractions on the road as the result 
of a number of closings, appears to 
have left little for J. J. to do. It 
was known that poor business, 
especially out of town, had riled 
the younger Shubert. 

Retrenchments here and in Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia and Chicago had 
been made. At present the Shu- 
bert production shops are virtually 
shut down. The drop in the yalua- 
tion of Shubert stock in the market 
did not help matters internally with 
the firm. ° 

Regardless, J. J. is expected to 
combine his vacation with business. 
He is expected back with musical 
comedy and revue ideas from Paris 
and the other continental capitals. 





JAP REP CO. TO TOUR 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Under the auspices of the Japa- 
nese Theatre Association of Los 
Angeles, Tokujiro Tsutsui and his 
company players, who appeared 
here last year, will make a tour of 
the United States starting in Jan- 
uary. 

Company consists of 14 players 
and it has a repertoire of eight 
plays. 





Drama Revivals Next 
After their operetta revivals are 
all on the road, the Shuberts will 
stage a cycle of revivals of Oscar 
| Wilde’s plays with “‘Lady Winder- 
4 mere’s Fan” first. 





+ 
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of Broadway managers | 
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| editor of the St. 
} and a former New Yorker. 
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| Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 


Minneapolitans are saying “I told 
/ you so” now that it is apparent that 
| “The Miracle” at the St. Paul Audi- 
|} torium is a box-office bust that will 
| put Morris Gest heavily in the red 
;for the 20 performances 

“The Miracle” is the first big the- 
atrical attraction in Twin City his- 
tory ever to pass up Minneapolis for 
St. Paul, it hitherto always having 


| been just the other way around, 


As Minneapolis has 590,006 popu- 
lation to 300,000 for St. Paul, it is 
considered a much better show 
town and boasts a 10,000-seat Audi- 
torium which would herve been an 
ideal spot for the spectacle. 


The low-down was that Gest 


| ticket agency bill paid by one of his | brought the attraction into St. Paul 


|out of friendship to Sam Williams, 
Paul “Dispatch” 
As far 


as Gest is concerned it proves a 


The meeting was not fully repre- | costly act of friendship, setting him 
Few on the matter of! back more than $100,000 
The nearest | 


As the story goes, Williams and 
|Gest were pals in New York. Last 
| year Gest came to St. Paul to look 
over the Freiberg Passion Show 
| playing at the 3,000-seat Avcditorium 
|there. During a conversation with 
Gest, Williams suggested that the 
|former bring “The Miracle” to St. 
|Paul, “I'll do it,” declared the im- 
presario impulsively, and he pro- 
ceeded with the arrangements with- 
out looking into the Twin City the- 
atrical situation or making any in- 
vestigation. It is said he did not 
even visit Minneapolis which is just 
; across the river from St. Paul, less 
than a half hour’s bus ride. 

Gest, himself, says the “nut” for 
the 20 performances of “The 
Miracle,” in St, Paul, is $175,000. 
The attraction has been grossing an 
average of $3,000 per performance, 

In many of the cities booking 
“The Miracle” Gest gets local mer- 


ing him against loss. No such pre- 
caution was taken in St Paul where 
it is doubtful anyway if such ar- 
rangements could have been made. 
Gest thought that the three leading 
newspapers of the city In co-opera- 
tion with its Association of Com- 
merce could put the préject across 
for him. 

It’s a terrible slam for St. Paul 
and drags its reputation as a show 
town still lower in the dust. 


TOM WISE LEFT $48,700; 
NO VALUE TO SCRIPTS 


Tom Wise’s estate has been ap- 
praised at $50,818. No debts. 

He had invested $30,555 in mort4 
gages and $17,187 in securities. 

His wife, Gertrude W. Wise, got 
$48,708, while $1,000 was left to the 
Lambs’ Club. 

No value was found for his play, 
“Doctor,” left to Nila MacBriant, a 
friend, with the request that his 
wife make a cash provision for her; 
while a manuscript, “I Remember,” 
left to his sister, was also declared 
valueless, 

A value of $10 was fixed for his 
stage wardrobe and wigs, left to 
Percival Vivian. 


Shuberts Buying In? 


“Veneer,” which closed on Broad- 
way after playing four weeks, is 
going to Chicago. Equity agreed 
to the show laying off last week 
and resuming out of town, all salary 
claims having been paid. The Shu- 
berts have guaranteed salaries for 
the Chicago date and are believed 
to have bought in. 

The Shuberts have also guaran- 
teed salaries for a show called “The 
Newly Poor.” The piece was known 
as “In Dear Old England.” Elmer 
Bostwick an actor, has the rights. 
Rehearsals had been called off by 
Equity last week when Bostwick 
failed to provide the usual salary 
protection, 


Beban’s Estate, $492,235 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
The estate of the late Geor- 
Beban, stage and screen, is val 
at $492,235, according to the 
ventory filed in probate cov~ 


McNUTT’S FIR 


Hollywoo 
Patterson McNutt * 
director ef “Ladies 
ning,” as his first 
Columbia. 
Frank Capra wil 
} ture end. 
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Literati 








Hi Hatters 
Freelance artists who peddle 
drawings of screen stars to the Sun- 
day papers and then submit a Dill 


to the press departments are ga- 
ing very high hat. In addition to 
the money, some are demanding 
first night tickets as a preroga- 
tive. And they have boosted their 
rate from $10 a column to $15. 


As film companies have no super- 


vision over the matter at all and as 
the ordes of freelances sponge 
lobby photographs costing $1 each, 
some of the film companies are| 
rrumbling about the racket. 
City Room Tales 

Edward Dean Sullivan, author of 
“Sold Out,” is preparing for publi- 
eation “IH Tell My srother,” aj} 


series of newspaper anecdotes. 
Plain Talk, and How! 

B. A. Mackinnon, presitent of 
Mackinnon-Fly Publications, which 
publishes “Plain Talk,” states there 
have been no negotiations by Ber- 


narr Macfadden to publish the 
monthly. 

Mackinnon says his magazine has 
always been opposed to prohibition, 
but he thinks it might be a good 
thine for the Variety mugg who 
turned in the denied story. Making 


excep.ions again. 


“Book Chat” Melts 
“Brentano’s Book Chat,” literary 
monthly which the Brentano book 


house has been getting out for some 
years, expires with the current is- 
Too expensive. 

The “Book Chat” until recently 
edited by L. Rinehart, son of Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, the novelist, and 
now the book publisher. 


— 


sue. 





Paul Block has added another 
daily, Duluth News-Tribune. 3lozk 
may combine ic with his “Herald” 


in the same city. 


New York “Sun” pays 60c. a tine 
for the poetry it uses on its editorial 
page. 

Mayer Publishing 

Herbert Mayer, whose “Pano- 
rama” flopped, has become a pab- 
lisher again. The new venture is 
“The Beautician,” devoted to the 
task of making women beautiful. 


Dell Publishing Co., is rushing to 
garner the sea-story thing for it- 
self. The new mags gotten out by 
that house are “Navy Stories” and 
“Submarine Stories.” Harry Steeger 
will edit “Subrearine Stories.” 


Book Publishers Flopping 

At least two book publishers ar® 
finding business so tough they nay 
pass out before the winter is over. 
One, quite prominent in the field, 
has had a number of money men 
actively associated with him, each 
stepping out in turn when learning 
how things were going. 


Girl Publicists 

Advertising and publicity end of 
the book publishing business re- 
veals an amazing ineptitude on ‘he 
parts of its workers In almost 
every case these duties are handled 
by young women without previous 
experience and unfitted for the 
work. They are the literary ‘types,” 
who, failing to succeed at writing 
on their own, go in as the inevit- 
able readers or in charge of pub- 
licity. 

These young women have no idea 
of exploitation or general publicity 
in the strict sense of the word. 
They merely confine themselves to 
the cut-and-dried notices of forth- 
coming publications, to the literary 
sections of the newspapers or mags. 

Most every time the girl p. a. is 
out to a caller with the explanation 
that she is having tea with this 
author or that. One of the require- 
ments for the job must be a capa- 
city for tea. 

The girls from the various pub- 
lishing houses know each other well 
and stick together. When one of 
the publishing houses recently 
wised up to the gal who was hand- 
ling its advertising and publicity, 
she framed it so that a friend in 
the same capacity with another 
publisher got her job, and she got 
the other’s position. 

What would happen if a show 

agent ever got in with one 
book publishing houses? 





for Dead Journalists 

1 to be the first of its 
‘is now a bill before the 
Washington reading as 


sted ... that the last 


‘ 


;Sunday in October of each year 
{shall be set aside as a national me- 
j;morial day dedicated to the mem- 
jory of all deceased newspaper men 
iand women,” 

| George A. Welsh, R., of Philadel- 
|phia, Pa., introduced the bill. 





Scribe in House 


Louis Ludlow, former Washington | 


inewspaper correspondent, who is 
now a member of the House, has a 
}contest on his hands. talph E. Up- 
idike, Republican candidate, seeks 
the seat. 

| Ludlow was president of the Na- 


}tional Press Club when elected to 
|Congress. He upset a Republican 
seat that had been that way for 
| years. ; 


Hollywood’s Latest 

Latest from Hollywood is Fasci- 
j nation Magazine, a 5% by 7 in, af- 
jfair, printed on red, green and white 
| paper, published by Delbert E. Dav- 
;enport, former scenario writer and 
;trade paper news hound in the col- 
lony. 

| Contents are short stories, most- 
ly by Davenport, who the 
first issue on a sitting 
jat the linotype machine in a 
| Angeles Mexican print shop to set 
;}up most of the material himself. 


got out 
shoestring, 


Los 


|Mag is on the book stands for 25c. 


| . s . ‘ . 
ar & mission “to discover 


and 
publish fiction which gives promise 
of developing a new and ultra mod- 
fern literature.” 


Ripley’s Huge Public 
Christmas is illegal in Scotland! 
This is. not idle wisecrack, but 

it is the latest nugget of Ripley, of 
“Believe lt or Not’ fame. Although 
Ripley will not divulge the data 
proving the statement, he asserted 
that the information will be syndi- 
cated by him Christmas week, with 
full explanation. 

Ripley, paradoxically enough, has 
become the source himself of sev- 
eral entertaining b.i.o.n.’s. He has 
the biggest public of any word man 
~—20,000,000 readers all over the 
globe; receives an average of no 
less than a million letters a year, 
aside from 240 newspapers a day; 
received one letter addressed and 
written on a postage stamp with a 
gold frame. 


Joe Cook Falls 

Joe Cook has gone literati, even 
as the rest. He delivered his MSS. 
on “Why I Will Not Imitate Four 
Hawaiians” to Simon and Schuster, 
which publishing firm announced 
the book would be on the market 
shortly. 





Press Club Election 


National Press Club in Washing- 
ton counted the biggest vote in its 
history for the election of officers 
Dec. 15. 

Norman Baxter, m.e. of the Wash- 
ington Post, was elected president 
by a vote of 201 against Paul Woo- 
ten’s 163, Wooten is correspondent 
of the New Orleans Times-Pica- 
yune. 

Baxter will succeed Russell Kent, 
of the Birmingham News on Janu- 
ary 18, with the installation of offi- 
cers, 

Warren W. Wheaton, Philadelphia 
Public Ledger, was re-elected vice- 
president without opposition. Mark 
Thistlethwaite, Indianapolis News, 


(Continued on page 55) 





RITZY 


In England is a certain important 
family. A younger son was at one 
time interested in an American ac- 
tress who has become a favorite in 
London. It is believed his parents 
arranged his suitable marriage a 
few years ago, to get him away from 
the actress. There is a_ still 
younger sen. All last summer and 
into this fall he was encountered 








with a beautiful American girl, who! 











| ~ London as It Looks 


: By Hannen Swaffer 


—_— 





London, Dec, g. 

Ethel Waters failed to impress the Palladium audience, at least 
night that I was there. Her trouble, I am told, is that “Variety” 
that George Black was going to supervise her songs and that this state. 
ment so annoyed her that she would not alter her program in any 
way. 

That was Nora Bayes’s trouble the last time she came over. §he 
arrived with a lot of songs that no one knew and no one wanted and, 
when they eclamored for “Broadway Blues” and “My Sweetie Went 


divorced one husband and married; Away,” and the things they knew, Nora went on singing a lot of tripe, 


is believed to have 
to have ini- 


another. She 
acquired a habit, and 


tiated the well-connected youth into| Georgia”—of course, 7 
finally | about “It takes a good woman to keep a good man at home,” just tire. 


its mysteries. His people 
sent him to a sanitarium, and there 


| 


is report the American charmer was} 


pointedly advised to discontinue the| Someone told me was on the gramophone. 


friendship, if not the habit. 

A curious sidelight to this case is 
that an American society reporter 
published a story avowing that the 
friendship with the youth had not 
only got the woman into the best 
society in England, but had enabled 
her relatives also to enjoy this 
prestige. 

No wonder the English consider 
| Americans peculiar! One of the 
|}most conspicuous American ac- 
| tresses in London is the recognized 
| leader of a cult hinted at in a drama 
| banned here a few seasons 


iZzo,. 


In the Register 


| There are various former ac- 





They Never Go to Georgia 
came on and sang something about “going back to 
no one ever goes back—and then a dreary monolog 


Ethel Waters 


some and without a smile. Then there was something else as dreary 
that I forget, and then she came before the tabs and did “Dinah,” which 
It need not have been. 

On the first night, I believe, Ethel Waters sang something that wag 
thought indecent by the audience. The night I went, there were per. 
haps three smallish laughs in a long turn. So that’s that. 





The Water Rats Leave the Water 
When I went to the Water Rats annual carnival at the Park Lane 
hotel, I went to the first dinner where they had tried to gag me before 
hand—that is except the Dutch Treat Club, that used to meet at Browne's 
Chop House. When I was in New York 10 years ago, Jack Cosgraye, 
of the New York “World,” warned me not to mention Bolshevism and 
Ireland. So, of course, that was all I talked about. 
Fred Russell, the King Rat, wrote me saying that, as managers had 
their gathering and 


been chary of accepting invitations to they were 
| going this year, he wanted me to be discreet. I suppose he meant I 
must not mention split commissions, wholesale importation of poor 


| tresses recorded in the Social Reg- 


ister, but the only ex-vaudevillian 
is Jessie Pickens, of the Abbott Sis- 
ters. Jessie, wife of Dr. Henry 
Hamilton M. Lyle, of 1217 Park ave- 
nue, was recently awarded $12,500 
for injuries suffered in an automo- 
bile accident, an express truck hav- 
ing hit a taxicab in which Mrs. Lyle 
was riding. 

Former legit actresses in the So- 
cial Register include Mrs. August 
Belmont (Eleanor Robson), Mrs. 
Paul D. Cravath (Agnes Hunting- 
ton), Mrs. Juch Wellman (Emma 
Juch), Mrs. William Astor Chanler 
(Minnie Ashley) and Mrs. Joseph 
Warren Burden (Margery Maude). 
Clare Eames was recorded prior to 
her separation from Sidney Howard, 
playwright. 


At Palm Beach 

The Palm Beach season ts under 
way, with many villas occupied and 
notables at the hotels. Mr. and Mrs. 
Fontaine Fox have leased one of the 
Phipps cottages at Gulf Stream. 
Major and Mrs, Barclay H. Warbur- 
ton have been joined by Mary 
Brown Warburton, who in the past 
has been reported engaged to Harry 
Fender and William Collier, Jr. 
Rodman Wanamaker is at La 
Querida. Mr. and Mrs. Finley Peter 
Dunne are in residence. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Held, Jr., and 
children are at their new house in 
the Manana estates. Mrs. Paul 
Whiteman is occupying a villa. Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Somers Roche, who 
tried Newport last summer, are pre- 
pared to rub shoulders with the 
elect. (His play, “The Crooks’ Con- 
vention,” was a flop, but her novel, 
“Move Over,” was a hit.) Mr. and 
Mrs, Maurice Fatio are there. He 
was one of several co-respondents 
named by Thomas W. Symington. 
Later he married Eleanor Chase, of 
Oshkosh, heiress to the $6,000,000 
trunk fortune of her late father. 

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Hylan have 





; made a reservation at the Royal 


(Continued on page 55) 





“Hudson River Bracketed”...... 
“Laughing Boy”. 
“Diana” (2 vols.)..... 
“Ancestor Jorico”.. 


eeeeeereaee 


eee eee eee eens 


“Marriage and Morals” 
“In the Evening of My Thought” 
rE ee DE awkabe<osks dee 
“New Worlds to Conquer” 
“David Lloyd George™ 


ee eee 








BEST SELLERS 


(Compiled by Brentano’s, retail booksellers) 
Fiction 





“A Farewell to *Arms”.....ccccccscccsceecssecessLrnest Hemingway 
6066s eb eodssdecinese Emil Ludwig 
rey e ecccceces William J. Locke 


eee ewe eee 


edn ents ean J. H. Edwards., M. P. 
Compiled by Arthur R. Womrath, wholesale, retail booksellers) 


Fiction 
“Farewell to Arms”......ce¢ $esaceduesceseeaes Ernest Hemingway 
“Ex-Husband” ....:c- 000 ccoeescccceseseccoeccescoces cen meus 
“Gallery of Women”...... cece ecececosescoccesss t neodore Dreiser 
“Poison Chocolates Case”....... seeceeescesesssAnthony Berkeley 
. -2tktn0 eindsseabon Hisieees cocccccccccecoceccsmsml Ludwig 


Non-Fiction 


“The Specialist”......ccccoee UTTTESTTITITTT TTT TTT eee Chic Sale 
SEG TEE oc coocccdese ecopccceccvcccccocccescs ae Cantor 
“Is Sex Necessary ?”......2.. coceccescosccecess LnUrber and White 
“New Worlds to Conquer”.....cecssecsesees-Richard Halliburton 
“Peter Arno’s Parade”...... 606000000004 400 baked 65%5 Peter Arno 


ceccccesees Edith Wharton 


. Oliver La Farge 


feddus¥er +see.+-bertrand Russell 

2 vols.)....Georges Clemenceau 
verre eeee+-Edward Marjoribanks 
.-Richard Halliburton 
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‘is the greatest sensation seen there for years. 


pity that her hour of triumph has synchronized with the starting of @ 
| divorce case against her husband, Sonnie Hale. 





American acts, song plugging, claques or, as a matter of fact, anything. 
All the Comics Were There 

The vast gathering, which included nearly all the famous variety 
comedians of England, all the Jack Hyltons, Will Fyffes, Talbot O'’Far- 
and Charles Coborns, Joe Elvin, Joe O’Gorman, many of the old 
ones, all cheered when, after skirting around the subject for several 
minutes, I said, “Cannot one be English—in England?” 

Charlie Austin made the finest speech of the night in broad Ccokney 
slang, and James Gold, of Naughton and Gold, created a sensation by 
walking across*the ballroom wearing only his shirt! 

Harry Gillespie Joins in the Rag 

R. H. Gillespie, who enjoyed the rag more than anybody, had a mock 
fight with Charlie Austin, with Talbot O’Farrell as referee, and with 
scores of comics and soubrettes and vocalists standing around cheering, 
Altogether it was a very merry evening. y 

You have, I believe, a fine Lambs Club rag. Such a thing would be 
impossible, if attempted by the legitimate stage here, for too much 
snobbery prevails. But the vaudeville side of the business is brotherly, 
human and possessed of a broad sense of humor. 

They did everything except throw rolls. 





Alan Parsons Goes on Strike 

Alan Parsons, the “Daily Mail” critic, has gone on strike. 

He is the most patient of critics, calm and generous and really dignified 
in spite of all, for he used to be a Foreign Office secretary. Now, after 
having been to 184 plays this year, he has rebelled against the fact 
that, leaving out Sunday evening and other special productions, he has 
been to the Strand theatre no fewer than 13 times. 

Certainly, the Strand has had a strange run of bad plays—‘The 
Monster,” “The Beetle,” “The Enemy,” “Road to Rome,’ “The Admiral’s 
Secret’”—a month’s run has seemed a long time. 


The Rival to “Journey’s End” 

“Tunnel Trench” is in a new theatre; otherwise it is not very ine 
teresting. 

Hubert Griffith, the “Evening Standard” critic, had this play staged, 
five years ago, by the Repertory Players. It is a plea for peace, shows- 
ing, by means of battle scenes, the waste of war. Germans and English 
fraternize in a trench and meanwhile staff officers walk about the 
rooms of headquarters staff wondering how the battle is going to end. 

R. C. Sherriff, who was there, was interviewed by the “Daily News” 
as to what* he thought of it. 

Fancy the nonsense of asking one dramatist what he things of an- 
other dramatist’s play. That is why critics should not be dramatists 
or vice versa, 

War Hero Missed His Chance 

What Sherriff ought to have said was “‘Tunnel Trench’ is not nearly 
as good as my play. It is not so well acted. It is not so well written. 
It was not so well produced. My play is a success. This play will be 
a failure.” 

But R. C. Sherriff, war hero as he is, was not heroic enough as that. 
He blahhed. 

They are talking about giving Sherriff a knighthood. I do not believe 
it. There is no reason why they should. Sherriff wrote a play and 
made a lot of money out of it. 

They are saying he ought to be knighted for his peace propaganda. 
<4 did not write any peace propaganda, consciously. He just wrote @ 
play. 

The Subject of the Town Talk 

Edgar Wallace, just back froin New York, tells me that Evelyn Laye 

It is certainly a great 


; In England, divorces are regarded as very much more serious than 
in America. Indeed, Jessie Matthews, who divorced her husband, Henry 


Lytton, last week asked for the discretion of the court because she | 


had been looking at Sonnie Hale. 

Divorces do not do artists any good in England. In fact, they 40 
them, as a rule, as much harm as they do your film stars gocd. 

Evelyn, of course, is blameless . She is almost pristine, in fact. Al- 
though she is a piece of Dresden china, to look at, she would not break 
even if she fell off the shelf. 

She is called “Boo” and, even when Lady Louis Mountbatten asked 


her to dine, she would not go because her dresser thought she would 
be expected to sing. 





Another Sacks Fiasco 
“The Woman in Room 13” came off last after losing, they said, $40,000. 
How much Monty Banks will lose of this, I do not know, but J. L. Sacks 
has been asking the managers to find out which of the creditors had 
ag He. goods specially by him, because he would regard it as “a debt 
of honor.” 


There were nearly a row on the last night, when they gave the company 
cheques. 





Another Attempt at Equity 
There is to be another attempt to form an Actors’ Equity, the movers, 
this time, being the Film Artists Guild. 
Sir Michael Bruce, one of the founders of this, was blacklisted by the 
film trade because he had demanded better conditions for the crowd. 
The way the film artists here are treated is disgraceful. Indeed, the 


only people who seem to make money out of film here are financiers- 
It's a sorry business. 
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Cleveland Daily Paper Promoting 
Local Community Dramatic Groups 


bf 





Cleveland, Dec. 17. 

Something new in the way of 
civic little theatres is springing up 
jn this village, promoted by “Plain 
Dealer,” Cleveland daily. Called the 
first Theatre of the Nations in the 
country, it intends to encourage and 
develop on a broad scale community 
dramatics of every nationality. 

Project will open Jan. 12 with a 
civic dramatic festival to continue 
until June. Plays and musical 
shows are to be given every Sun- 
day by talent representing 26 local 
and national groups. 

Productions to take place in Pub- 
lic Hall’s Little theatre, seating 700. 
Larger shows will be presented in 
city’s 3,000-seated Music Hall. Rent 
for one performance and one dress 
rehearsal, in addition to such ex- 
penses as costumes, scenery, siage 
help and ushers, is to be footed by 
newspaper. 

City officials, supporting this 
project, report that in Cleveland 
there are 300 amateur organizations, 
consisting of about 1,900 players, 
that produce an average of 200 
plays every year in their private 
theatres. 


MRS. PENFIELD ‘ANGELED’ 
FIORETTA’ TO $250,000 


The ghost of “Fioretta” stalked 
through the New York Supreme 
Court when Evelyn Hubbell, who 
got the money to help Ear! Carroll 
produce it, testified in the suit 
brought against her by Dorothy 
Knapp, one time star of the pro- 
duction and favorite of Carroll, who 
contends she was ousted by Miss 
Hubbell, Mrs. Frederick Courtland 
Penfield, who furnished the sugar, 
and the composers, George L. Bag- 
by and the late Romilly Johnson. 

Miss Hubbell testified: “I am a 
teacher of dancing and have known 
Mrs. Penfield 12 years. I was her 
dear friend for many years and her 
companion for a year and a half. 

“Under the contract I paid money 
to Mr. Carroll that was advanced by 
Mrs. Penfield. The purpose was to 
popularize if possible the music used 
in ‘Fioretta.’ If there was any profit 
it was to be divided four ways, Mr. 
Carroll, Bagby and Johnson and 
myself. Mrs. Penfield had no inter- 
est other than to get her money 
back, plus 5% interest. She paid 
$250,000 in cash. I took receipts 
for the money, and have them. My 
agreement for the repayment of the 
money to Mrs. Penfield is oral. The 
moiiey was paid in sums of $40,000, 
$25,000, $10,000 and so on. I gave 
her no security for the money.” 

Miss Hubbell said that if “Fio- 
retta” had been a complete failure 
Mrs. Penfield could not look to her 
for the money. She has repaid only 
$3,200, she said. Upon being asked 
why she refused to answer when 
questioned as to how old Mrs. Pen- 
field is, she replied: 

“I consider it disloyal.” 


Stock Strands 


Sandusky, O., Dec. 17. 

Dramatic stock troupe managed 
by H. W. D. Tooley stranded here 
at the Sandusky theatre after two 
weeks of flop biz. None of the cast 
received salary for the last week’s 
work and salaries were not covered 
by bond since all accepted the risk. 

J. A. Himmelein, owner of the 
theatre and mayor of this town, 
took over the show for Saturday 
and Sunday, fuaranteeing trans- 
portation back to Chicago. 














L. A. TO PHILA. FOR JOB 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

With M-G-M having nothing on 
hand for her to do, Ethelind Terry 
is en route to Philadelphia at the 
expense of the Shuberts to decide 
whether she would like to play the 
lead in “Nina Rose.” 

Whether she takes the job or not, 
the brothers stand the travel charge 
and expenses. 





Wright Back in Toledo 
Toledo, Dec. 17. 
W.#H. Wright is bringing his stock 


company back to the Palace Dec. 


29. Scale will be 25c¢ to 75c. 
Lyons is resident manager. 


John 





Century Stock Out 
The Century stock in Brooklyn 
was unable to make the grade and 
it closed with the promoters tak- 
ing a loss. 





TARDY ALIENATION SUIT 
AGAINST EDNA LEEDOM 


Atlantic City, Dec. 17. 
Two blondes familiar to Broad- 
way are scheduled to wage a court 
battle in Mays Landing, Atlantic’s 





county seat, next month, over a 
man who has since married an- | 
other. 


The man is Charles (Chick) En- | 
dor, night club entertainer, who 
also saw brief service in the latest 
edition of “Scandals,” and the prin- 
cipals in the court action are his 
former wife, Mrs. Doris K. Endor, 
and the former Edna Leedom, now 
the wife of Frank G. Doelger, heir 
to an $8,000,000 brewery fortune in 
Philadelphia. 

Mrs. Endor, the former Doris 
Downs of the “Follies,” will ask 
$400,000 of Mrs. Doelger for alleged | 
alienation of Endor’s affections. She 
is asking $200,000 on charge that 
in October, 1926, when she was the 
wife of Endor, the present Mrs. 
Doelger enticed him away, and an- 
other $200,000 on a charge of mis- 
conduct by the then Edna Leedom 
and Endor. Case is scheduled to 
be tried before Judge Frank Sooy 
in Supreme court, January 20. 

Mrs. Endor, in obtaining her di- 
vorce, failed to reveal the identity 
of the “unknown woman” until she 
filed the alienation suit. Endor, 
who had no part in the suit, may 
be forced to appear as a witness. 
He has recently returned from Eu- 
rope with Mrs. Edith Smiley Endor, 
a Scotch girl he met while per- 
forming in Glasgow. 

Hearing of the suit is listed for 
the Atlantic county court because 
papers were served upon Mrs. Doel- 
ger while she was honeymooning in 
Atlantic City in March, 1928. Pri- 
vate detectives followed her for 
months before the honeymoon gave 
them a chance. 


Coutts’ Rotary Stock 


John E. Coutts, indie vaude agent, 














Six Shows Closing 


Five out of the six Broadway 
elosings are flops. Four of them 
were suddenly added to last Sat- 
urday’s departures. 

“Follow Thru,” presented by Law- 
rence Schvvab and Frank Mandell, 
will tour from Chanin’s 46th Street 
after a run of about a year (50 
weeks). It was the musical smash 
of last seison, grossing more than 
$40,000 weekly up to summer. Until 
recently the pace was better than 
$30,000, but for some reason it 
failed to pick up after the slump 
that accompanied the stock market 
crash. 








FOLLOW THRU 


Opened Jan. 9. St. John Er- 
vine doing a trick for the 
World at the time reported: 
“Sheer fun from start to fin- 
ish and Anderson (Journal) 
said: “Large, handsome enter- 
tainment.” 

Variety (Sime): 
“Everything a pop 
should have, a smash.” 


wrote: 
musical 











“The Silver Swan,” independent- 
ly done, was taken off at the Beck 
last Saturday. Played two and one 
half weeks to small money, although 
favorably reviewed..- 





THE SILVER SWAN 


Opened Nov. 29. Musical was 
a second string assignment. 

Variety (Bang) endorsed 
mildly saying: “Pleasant and 
moderately pretentious oper- 
etta, no hit, but stands a 
chance to crawl into profit.” 











‘Family Affairs’ was closed at 
Maxine Elliot’s, playing a _ single 
week. Despite the presence of a 
star (Billie Burke), L. Lawrence 
Weber decided not to continue. 





FAMILY AFFAIRS 
Opened Dec. 10. “Undernour- 
ished,” said Lockridge (Sun), 
and Brown (Post) added, “At 

best a pretty sour affair.” 





“Diana,” also offered by L. Law- 
rence Weber, was shut at the 
Longacre. Played but one week. 
The performance was rated good 
but the press slammed the show, 
based on the life of the late Isadora 
Duncan and business was trifling. 





has organized a rotary stock, the 
Coutts Rotary Players to play one- 
night stands in four New Jersey 
towns and two nights in another 
spot, making a six-day week. 

After the opening, Dec. 30, at 
Pompton Lakes, the troupe goes to 
Washington, Jan. 1; Dover, 2; Du- 
mont, 3-4, and Newton, 6. Route 
then repeats. 

Company is headed by John Bos- 
burgh and Martha Bell; will travel 
in two autos, and the opening bill 
is “This Thing Called Love.” Scale 
will be 50-75. Coutts will change his 
bills weekly. 


Equity Bond List 

The following shows are on 
Equity’s se_urity list: “City Haul,” 
Gil Boag, $5,000 bond; “Legal Prac- 
tice,” Irving E. Altman, Leo Bul- 
gakov Theatre Association, $2,500 
trust agreement; “Carry On,” Con- 
nolly & Swanstrom, Inc., $14,950 
surety bond; “Have a Heart,” Hy- 
man Productions, Inc., waiver; “At 
the Silver Swan,’ Herman Gant- 
voort, $12,000 surety bond; “Seven,” 
James Cooper, $3,850 savings ac- 
count assignment. 

“Woof, Woof!” Demarest & Loh- 
muller, $17,000; “Top of the Hole,” 








FAB. Productions, Inc. $5,000) 
surety bond; “50 Million French- | 
men,” Wray guarantee, $18,000; | 


“Nancy’s Private Affair” and “Peter 


Flies High,” two Myron Fagan! 
shows, guarantees by James | 
Thatcher; “The Novice and the 


Duke,” Walter Greenough, $2,242 for 
one week only; “The Sap From | 
Syracuse,” Johnson & Newman, $4,- 


000 letter of deposit. 


CALHOUN DESIGNING 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
James Calhoun, former New York 


|stage designer, is assisting in de- 

signing sets and costumes for the _ 
|\M-G-M “Hollywood Revue of | 
11930.” 


CHI CIVIC ROAD DATES 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Chicago Civic Opera Co. will be- 
gin its annual road trek Feb. 3 


Shreveport and Atlanta. Tour gen- 
erally lasts nine weeks and is ex- 





DIANA 


Opened Dec. 9: “A new rec- 
ord in bad taste,” declared An- 
derson (Journal) and Littell 
(World) more emphatically 
ticketed it: “A cheap dance on 
the coffin of a great artist, 
clumsy and unforgivable.” 

Variety (Bang) pegged: “A 
failure.” 





! 


Route will include Boston, Memphis, | 
| somewhere in this sector. 
‘heen promoting stock troupes for 
i} pected to run that long this year. | 








“It Never Rains,” an independent 
attraction, will close at the Re- 
public. Is in its fifth week, hav- 
ing gotten little except from cut 
rates. 


IT NEVER RAINS 
Opened Nov. 19. Dailies sent 





scrub team. Variety (Ibee) 
said: “Too lightweight for 
run.” 








“Headquarters,” presented at the 
Forrest by Sidney Wilmer, Walter 
Vincent and Alfred E. Aarons, was 
taken off last Saturday. Played a 
little less than two weeks. 





HEADQUARTERS 
Opened Dec. 4. It was gen- 
erally feared mystery plays 
were too passe for this one to 


click. 

Variety (Rush) stated: 
“Prospect is for a very brief 
stay.” 














“Arab” Folds Tents 


‘The Arab,” produced by Schles- 
singer & Toth, folded in midweek 


| in Altoona, Pa., last week, with cast 
|refusing to go on when they did 


not receive previous week's salary. 

Cast had accepted jobs on com- 
monwealth and with business bad 
on previous week’s dates, decided to 
vamp. The show had been aimed at 
a New York house next week. 





Another K-O Stock 
Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 17. 


Ben Ketchum and Arthur Ober- 


felder will send a stock company | 


in here starting with the holidays. 

Managers operate a stock in Kan- 
sas City, Denver, and have another 
They've 


some time. 


j 


| the Capitol. 


Future 


Plays 





“City Haul,” produced by Gil 
Boag and shaping up out of town, 


will steer into the Eltinge, New 
York, Dec. 30. 
Bridget Farry, witness for the 


State in trial of George McManus 
for murder of Arnold Rothstein, has 
been spotted for a minor assign- 
with Boag figuring 
Park Cen- 
tral good copy for the show. 

Boag had angled for the Liberty, 
Ex- 


stick- 


ment in show 


the ex-chambermaid of 


figuring to supplant “Subway 
press,” but 
ing. 

“The Bottom,” produced 


the 


latter show is 


Leo 
Wal- 


by 
Bulgavik, opens cold at 
dorf, New York, Jan. 6. 
Cast includes Richard Hale, Mary 
Morris, E. J. Ballantine, Edgar 
Stehli, Walter Abel, Jan Wolfe and 
Lewis Leverett. 
Ted Mc- 


rehearsal, 


“Apartment Seven,” by 


Lean has’ gone _ into 


with Frederick Clayton figuring as 


producer. When set it will be spot- 


ted at a New York house. 


Cast includes Jean May, Marie 
Pittman, Mary Palmer, Marianne 
Risdon, Estelle Lange, Lucille Ed- 
monds, Stewart Hutchinson, Walter 
Horton, Charles Penman, John 
Lott, James Garey, J. Francis 


O’Reilly and John Pope. 


“She Got Away With Murder,’ 
produced by Shuberts and starring 
Fay Bainter, has gone into rehearsal 
and opens at the Shubert, Newark, 
N. J., Dec. 30, and follows into a 
New York house a week later. 

Support includes Henry Daniel, 
John Cumberland, Pauline Whitson, 
Jane Seymour and others. 


“Trevelyn’s Ghost,” authored by 
Dwight Taylor, son of Laurette 
Taylor, has gone into rehearsal for 
A. L. Erlanger and George C. Tyler. 
It bows in at Wilmington, Del., Dec. 
27. 


Cast includes Phyllis Povah, 
Nancy Ryan, Percy Ames, Rea Mar- 


Becker, Percival Vivian and Frede- 
erick Kerr. 

“After Tomorrow,” by Hugh 
Stange, has been acquired for im- 
mediate production by John Golden, 

Golden will do it after setting 
George Jessel in “He Got the Job,” 
due for the Golden, New York, lat- 
ter part of month. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair” has gone 


into rehearsal as Myron C. Fagan’'s 

next. Minna Gombel heads cast 
Fagan figures as author-pro- 

ducer of this one, with James 


Thatcher of Century Play Company 
bankrolling. 

“Aces Up,” new musical to be pro- 
duced by George White. Book is by 
Jack Macgowan music and lyrics by 
De Sylva, Brown and Henderson. 


Show goes into rehearsal, Dec. 23. 
Bert Fehr, lead. 

Jimmie Cooper's new legit, 
“Seven,” opens “cold” at the Re- 


public, New York, Dec. 24. 

The show is a Cooper production, 
with Lionel Atwill doing the stage 
directing. 


The complete cast includes Tom 
Douglas, Suzanne Cauhye, Robert 
Strange, Beverly Sitgreaves, Ar- 
mand Cortes, George Lessey, Pres- 
ton Foster, Millard Mitchell, Dell 
Cleveland, Helen Gunther, Allan, 


Davis, Edgar Henning, stage man- 
ager. 

“Case of Fifi Bolette,” by Irving 
Kaye Davis, dramatization of San- 
ford White shooting, being readied 
for production by William Birns. 

“When Hell Froze” has gone into 
rehearsal as first for the new pro- 
@ucing combine of MacGowan and 
Reed. It opens cold at an unnamed 
New York house Jan. 14. Cast in- 
cludes Helen MackKellar, Spring By- 
ington, Arthur Hohl and others, 

Jones & Green are casting for 
Dana Burnett’s “Boundary Line.” 

“Challenge of Yeuth,” by Ashley 
Miller and Hyman Adler, is listed as 
next on Hyman Adler’s production 
list. Goes into rehearsal next week 
with Adler heading cast. 

“Bachelors’ Wives,” comedy, will 
reach production shortly via Evelyn 
Chalet, former costume designer, 
who is making her first plunge as 
legit producer. Now casting and 





tin, Charles Brown, Harold de 


goes into rehearsal next week. 





Fredericks’ L. A. Closing 
Raises New Pay Point 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

With Pauline Fredericks collaps- 
ing, according to the management, 
just before curtain time Dec. 10 at 
the Belasco, the run on “Queen in 
the Parlor” was suddenly termi- 
nated. As this was last week 
of local run, Equity’s ruling re- 
quires that the management be re- 
sponsible for the board and lodging 
of all players under $100 week sal- 
ary, those getting over being com- 
pelled to lay off without pay. 

However, in this case with show 
to close run here at end of week, 
Edward Belasco, now in New York, 
is seeking a settlement trying to 
work out plan with Equity on sal- 
ary to those players who end their 
engagement with show here and do 
not rejoin when it opens in Detroit 
Dec. 21. 





“Prop Gun” Slays 


Seattle, Dec. 17. 

Mistaking a loaded revolver for 
the prop gun to be used in 
an amateur performance, Gerald 
Haughan shot and killed Walter 
Haley, another member of the 
Ligourian Players. 

Shooting occurred during re- 
hearsal in St. Alphonus Parish. A 
city official who was to have sup- 
plied an unloaded revolver had left 
his own gun on a table during re- 
hearsal. 


LONG BEACH STOCK TRY 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Earl Moore is lining up a stock 
to go into the Mission theatre, Long 
Beach. He formerly put on stock 
at the Wigwam and the Plaza, Oak- 
land. 

Charles King had stock in the 
Missicn last year, then moved into 
He withdrew a few 


weeks ago. The company ran on 
momentum two weeks, the Capitol 
since dark 


White’s New Musical; 
“Scandals” on Road Early 


George White will start rehearsals 
on “Ace Up,” a new musical next 
week. Its score is by De Sylva, 
Brown and Henderson, the books 
being by Jack McGowan and White. 
The production is due to succeed 
White’s “Scandals” at the Apollo, 
New York, Feb. 15. 

This will give “Scandals” a shorter 
engagement than anticipated. The 
agency buy extends for a 32-week 
period, should White insist on it. 
“Scandals” will hit the road long 
before that time expires. 

Reported engaged for the new 
White musical are Irene Delroy, 
who recently withdrew from “Fol- 
l-w Thru” to join “Top Speed” (due 
in next week), and Bert Lahr, 
featured in “Hiolad Everything,” 
which was called in from the road 
last week. 

Another White show feature will 
be Alfred Goodman’s orchestra, to 
be used both in the pit and on the 
stage. 


auf... 


Warner-Rork’s Mayan 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Franklyn Warner and Sam Rork 
with two associates have purchased 
the Mayan theatre on Hill, near 11th 
street, adjoining the Belasco, from 
N. W. Stowell for $810,000. 

With Edward Mack of New York 
and Edward Doherty, local attor- 





|ney, the duo are preparing for pro- 
, duction an operetta, 
|opening Dec. 23. 


“Oh, Susanna,” 


NBC TENOR IN LEGIT 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 
From legit to radio, Chauncey 
Parsons, staff tenor with NBC here, 
kas replaced Halfred Young with 
“Night in Venice” at the Grand. 
Parsons continues his broadcast- 
ing for the present. He is unde- 
cided whether to go on the road 
with the show. 








a) 


Stocks Move On 

William Walsh 

Moines and 
Omaha, Dec. 30. 

The Kelly Players are listed to 


shifts to the Brandeis, 





| Ward, 
Mrykle-Harder 
j Kelly outfit as director. 


open Dec. 30 in Reading, Pa. Charles 
for some time with the 
stock, is with the 


has closed in Des) 
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| Chi Shopping Frenzy Brings — 


Lowest Grosses to Box Office 


Dec. 17. 
is crawling 
for the Yule 


Chicago, 
business 
waiting 


Loop legit 
along and 


shopping fever to break. Big show 
business last week was done. 
Hansel and Gretel, pair of dolls 
in Mandel’s Madison st. window, 
backed on the State st., side with 
a mechanical-seal circus, is draw- 
ing more customers than all the 


legit houses. 

With business already at a low 
ebb, prospects are even duller for 
this week through shutdowns, and 
everybody waiting for the shopping 
storm to blow over. Dark list for 
the week includes the Majestic, Ap- 
pollo, Grand and Harris, Shubert 
houses, Only theatre to stand up 
was the Blackstone, but its $18,000 
week is no sensation either way, as 
the subscribers are still filling the 
seats for “Strange Interlude.” Fu- 
ture sales are strong, however. 

Among the musicals “Night in 
Venice” flopped with a thud at the 
xrand for its third week with $16,- 
000, which is in the red. Rather 
than face another they closed the 
plant for this week. Piece, with its 
heavy overhead, will then reopen 
Dec. 21 (Sunday) at the Majestic, 
while “Animal Crackers” will move 
in Dec. 22 at the Grand. 

“Show Boat” is still slipping and 
down to around $34,000. “Follow 
Thru” closed a 20-week run at the 
Apollo with a frail $19,000, but made 
Schwab & Mandel plenty of money 
during its stay. “Blackbirds” is 
sledding too, with $17,000 and a 
midnight show thrown in Saturday. 

Ethel Barrymore finished a 1l- 
week run at the Harris at the low 
figure of $12,000, but rest of en- 
gagement very profitable. She goes 
on the road. “First Mrs. Fraser,” 
the sun in Ervine comedy at the 
Princess, held up bravely and is 
kept for this week before going 
to New York. “Infinite Shoeblack” 
opens at Princess Dec. 23. This 
play, third on the Dramatic League 
list is booked for four weeks sub- 
scription business. 

Ruth Draper, at the Selwyn for 
two weeks, did a nice $12,000. 

Playhouse showed courage this 
week with the only opening in the 
city. “Illegal Practice,” a new dis- 
guise for “Philadelphia,” relighted 
Sunday after a week of darkness. 

Plenty of activity for next week. 
“Blue Heaven,” and untested com- 
edy by Hugh Stange will relight 
the Garrick Dec. 20; “Bird in 
Hand” goes in at. the Harris Dec. 
21; “Animal Crackers” at the Grand 
Dec, 22; “Infinite Shoeblack” at 
the Princess Dec. 23; “R. U. R.” the 
Guild's next play, at the Stude- 
backer Dec. 23; “June Moon” at 
the Selwyn Dec. 23 and “Street 
Scene” at the Apollo Christmas 
night. 

Estimates For Last Week 

“Blackbirds” (Adelphi, 4th week) 
Around $17,000, which is not as 
good as expected despite the antici- 
pated Yule slump. First Saturday 
midnight flop but second one picked 


up. 
“Brothers” (Erlanger, 7th week). 


Cut-rating its way to profits; 
about $11,000. 
“First Mrs. Fraser” (Princess, 


6th week). More than breaking 
even at $11,000 despite expensive 
east. Off subscription trade last 
week, the box-office sold this com- 


edy. 

“Follow Thru” (Apollo, 20th 
and final week). A last gasp.at 
$19,000, but plenty of kale in the 
preceding weeks. Now on the road. 
House reopens Dec. 25. 

“IIlegal Practice” (Playhouse, 
first week). Small expenses at this 
tiny Michigan boul house and what 
was not heavy enough for Man- 
hattan may do business at this 
spot. 

“Love Duel” (Harris, 5th and 
final week). At $12,000 Ethel Barry- 
more says good-bye to her fans. 
House relights Dec. 21. 

“New Moon” (Great Northern, 
15th week). Around $23,000. Next 
week's outlook is good with heavy 
advance sales. 

“Night in Venice” (Grand, 3rd 
week). A skid to $16,000. Sus- 
pended for this week, and the musi- 


* eal reopens Dec. 21 at the Majestic. 


“Queen Bee” (Cort, 3rd week). 
Edged down to about $4,300 in this 
small house, but has party sales 
in prospect to keep it alive until 
brighter weeks. 

“Show Boat” (Illinois, 11th week). 














Coal and Light 





Tom 


Weatherly, who re- 
cently presented “Claire 
Adams,” since closed, received 


permission from the Shuberts 
to use the Forrest, New York, 
for rehearsals. He received a 
bill for $130 but refused to pay 
because of the item listed sev- 
eral tons of coal for heating 
and the juice for the lights. 

Weatherly claims he discov- 
ered the theatre is supplied 
heat by the U. S. Steam Cor- 
poration. 











Jed Harris May Stage 
Rostande Czar Play 


Jed Harris has returned from 
abroad with a new play up his 
sleeve, itis understood. Piece men- 
tioned is “The Last Czar,” written in 
blank verse by Maurice Rostande and 
how being shown in Paris. It deals 
with the late Russian ruler. About 
two years ago Harris picked up a 
piece called “Rasputin,” but drop- 
ped it after holding an option on it 
for some time. 

Some significance as to Harris’s 
come-back in the producing field, 
may be attached to the sudden 
resignation of Dick Manéy from 
Warner’s press department. Maney, 
regarded as one of Broadway's ace 
press agents, was formerly with 
Harris, who lured him away from 
Jones & Green. Coincidence is that 
Maney quit Warners the same day 
Harris arrived in New York. 


I. K. DAVIS INDICTED 


Grand Jury Finds Four Charges for 
Grand Larceny against Author 











Four indictments charging grand 
larceny have been voted*by the 
Grand Jury against Irving Kaye 
Davis, author and producer of 
“Veils” and “Dianne,” legit plays. 
The indictments will be handed up 
to Judge Koenig in General Ses- 
sions this week. Davis is out un- 
der bail. 

Davis is accused by Mrs. Lillian 
B. Mason, of 3871 Sedgwick avenue, 
Bronx, with defrauding her out of 
$2,500 and also with passing a 
“rubber” check for $1,200 on her. 
Mrs. Mason charges that early last 


year Davis induced her to buy 25]. 


shares of Veils, Inc., stock, repre- 
senting the Shuberts and Adolph 
Zukor were interested in the firm. 

The second complainant is 
George Stevenson, of 19 West 35th 
street. He also claims the play- 
wright induced him to buy 35 shares 
of the stock for $2,500 and had him 
cash a check for $136. which, ac- 
cording to Stevenson, bounced 
back. 

Carl Hunt, representing Lee Shu- 
bert and Lewis Swarts, for Mr. 
Zukor, appeared before the Grand 
Jury. Both denied their principals 
negotiated with Davis to produce 
“Veils” on the legitimate stage or 
in pictures. 





Backyard of Bohemia 


Christopher Morley and Clean 
Throckmorton have snubbed Ho- 
boken, N. J., as a producing center 
and are taking over the Century, 
Brooklyn (formerly Shubert-Tel- 
ler). 

New lessees assume tenancy Dec. 
25, with the Hoboken revival of 
“After Dark” as opener. 





Finest production in town is go- 
ing downstream. Around $34,000. 

“Strange Interlude” (Blackstone, 
4h week). The usual $18,000 for six 
performances. Selling strong far 
into January. Finishes subscrip- 
tions business this week. 














Bargain Xmas Gift 


VARIETY 


For Two (2) Years, $15, Sent Anywhere 


Nothing beats “Variety” for a steady present to show folks, friends 
or relatives interested in the show business at home or abroad 


One Year's Subscription (Regular Price), $10 
Two Years (Special Price), $15 
HOLDS GOOD UNTIL NEW YEAR'S 


; 





JACK POWELL 
“Jazz in a Kitchenette” 
Appearing nightly at County Fair, 


Yorkers. 


black-faced boy, comes upon a pen- 
cil and a frying pan, drums out 
more music than is contained in a 
good sized tuba.” 


Direction LEDDY & SMITH 








NAMES FOR NITE CLUBS: 
FEEL NEED. OF DRAW 


New 





York’s smart night places 
are again after names as entertain- 
ers, figuring they are necessary to 
draw more so than 
heretofore. First of the name at- 
tractions to appear is Irene Bordoni, 
who opened at the Club Richman 
Monday night. She closed on tour 
in “Paris” at Cleveland Saturday. 

Helen Morgan, who declared her- 
seif through with night clubs after 
charged by the government with 
being a part owner of one, is slated 
to appear at the Casanova about 
Jan. 10. Miss Morgan is in “Sweet 
Adeline,” her contract having a 
night place restriction. It is said 
that Arthur Hammerstein has con- 
ceded her Casanova date. 

The Lido has captured another 
name, Beatrice Lillie returning 
there New Year’s eve. 


Quick Notice Substitutes 
In Three B’way Shows 


Margaret Perry stepped into the 
feminine lead of “Strictly Dishonor- 
able,” at the Avon, New York, Mon- 
day, Muriel Kirkland being ill with 
grippe. Miss Kirkland just managed 
to get through Saturday night’s per- 
formance. She is expected back 
during the week. Miss Perry is the 
16-year-old daughter of Antoinette 
Perry, who staged “Dishonorable.” 
The young girl stepped into the 
show with little rehearsal, and the 
“World” gave her a front-page 
story. Brock Pemberton brought 
her before the curtain at the finale, 
the audience giving her an ovation. 

Lynne Overman is temporarily in 
“Sons o’ Guns,” subbing for David 
Hutchinson, who is out with a 
sprained ankle. Overman joined as 
a favor to Bobby Connolly and with- 
out rehearsal. Hutchinson is ex- 
pected back next week. 

Helen Morgan was out of “Sweet 
Adeline” last week with bronchitis, 
Hortense Ragland replacing her. 
Miss Morgan returned Monday. 


this’ season 








“Shoeblack” Surprise; 
$13,750 in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
“Infinite Shoeblack” at Alvin last 


for this new attraction figured only 
to appeal to class patronage. Crit- 
ics went into ecstasies, and gross 
with top $2.50. . 

At Nixon, Theatre Guild rounded 
out fifth week with “Major Bar- 
bara.” Window sale negligible and 
poorest Guild figure yet, $16,000. 

Biz spurted at Pitt where George 
Sharp stock had Margaret Anglin 
as guest star in “What a Woman 
Wants.” Mats especially big. 





MacGowan-Reed Venture 

Kenneth MacGowan and James 
Reed are the managerial auspices 
under which Mary Ellis and Basil 
Sydney will appear at the Biltmore, 
New York, Jan. 6, in “Children of 
Darkness.” 

Former reports had it the Shu- 
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berts were behind venture. 


54 East 9th, a club for smart New | 


week surprised with $13,750, good | 
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Only 3 Philly Theatres Open; No 





- 





Musicals; 8 New Shows by Monday 





Oldest Stock in Films 


The Malden 
Malden, Mass., after 
of continuous stock, 
record in the field, has heard 
the call of the times, has 
launched into picture programs 
and is doing good __ business. 





Auditorium, 
19 years 
a world’s 








Stanley James, character actor 
on the stock stage for many 
years, is managing the house 
for Dr. Wilson E. Hunt, a local 
surgeon, 

Dr. ELunt plans an expenditure 
of upwards of $75,000 to in- 
crease the seating capacity to 
2,300. 











Philadelphia, Dec. 17, 


Just three of Philly’s nine legit 
houses are open for business as this 
week starts and not one of the three 
|is offering a musical show. That’s 
| something of a record here even fop 

the week before Christmas ana a 
tip-off on conditions. 

To be sure three offerings are 
slated for the end of the week, pure 
pose being to beat the Monday rush, 
get the first-stringers and the no- 
tices. The three new playing are 
“Blind “Window,” David Belasco’s 
dramatic try-out which has turned 
out a disappointment and is being 
taken off for revision when it closes 
at the Broad Saturday night: 
“Death Takes a Holiday,” first pro- 
fessional players’ sponsored play 
which has caught on surprisingly 
well at the Adelphi and is winding 
up a month’s stay, and “Major Bar- 
bara,” fourth Theatre Guild offer. 
ing in for two weeks at the Garrick 

The three that beat the gun by 





Boston in Tough Week 


Boston, Dec. 17. | 

Business here showing effects of | 
a triple threat—the state income tax 
collector sending out mandatory 


letters for the final payment; 
Christmas a week away, and the 
stock market not giving any en- 


couragement to lavish spending. 
Even Eddie Cantor in “Whoopee” 
at the Colonial could not hold up 
to his usual pace here, and the gross 
there slipped. ‘“Journevw’s End,” at 
the Wilbur, was perhaps. the 
strongest attraction in town, close 
to capacity, and the second week 
of “Meteor,” Theatre Guild, also 
showed a fair gross. 

As a result of the business turned 
over by “Meteor” show was shifted 
from the Hollis to the Tremont for 
this week only, while the Guild’s 
“Wings Over Europe” opened at 
the Hollis. 

Shuberts have only one show run- 
ning, “Journey’s End,” which winds 
up this week. But the entire string 
of houses will be reopened next 
week. “Rope’s End” will come into 
the Wilbur,: “Strike Up the Band” 
into the Shubert, “Naughty Mari- 
etta” at the Majestic. “Hot Choc- 
olates” comes to the Tremont. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Whoopee,” Colonial (4th week). 
Did $34,000 last week; off consider- 
ably. 

“Meteor,” Tremont (ist week 
after 2 at Hollis). Did $18,000. 

“Wings Over Europe,” Hollis (1st 


week). Opened Monday night. 
“Journey’s End,” Wilbur (last 
week). Did $18,000. 





FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 


Legitimate houses got a fair 
week, with “Journey’s End” at the 
Geary topping all competitors even 
in its second week. Drew better 
than $14,000. Mae West in “Diamond 
Lil” at the Curran continued to 
Slip badly, getting only $7,500, 
which is pin money for this house 
at $3 top. 

Columbia held over “Hunting 
Tigers in India” and added “Graf 
Zeppelin” pictures, which kept 
gross about up to its preceding 
week at $6,000. 

Henry Duffy’s President, Char- 
lotte Greenwood in “She Couldn’t 
Say No,” going strong. Around 
$7,000. His Aleazar with “The 
Beomerang” did a nosedive; $4,000. 

Green Street still had “The Flat 
Tire,” 14th week; little under $1,500. 





Laugh, Landlord, Laugh! 
Mt. Clemens, Mich., Dec. 17. 


Ferguson Bros., dramatic stock, is 
operating here under a circuit court 
injunction while Leon Krim, lessor 
of the Bijou, has withdrawn ushers 
and other theatre help. 

Matter is of a legal technicality 
in company’s agreement with Krim 
and pending settlement company, 
in on percentage, is helding all 
moneys. 

Business fair. 





BOBBY CONNOLLY FOR PAR 


Bobby Connolly, the stager, has 
entered into a three-year agreement 
with Paramount. Contract likely 
the usual optional kind. 

Connolly's first will be staging 
“Follow Thru,” the Schwab & Man- 
del musical, for the screamer. Under 
the agreement Connolly is not pro- 
hibited from stage work. 





“Blind Windows” Pauses 
“Blind Windows” will not steer 
into the Hudson, New York, Dec. 23, 
as planned, but folded instead in 
Baltimore last week for revision. 
David Belasco, producer, figured 
show not ready for New York and 


| Modiste,” 


opening late in the week are “Mile, 


first of a series of five 


| Victor Herbert revivals, opening at 


the Shubert-Keith on Friday: “The 
Sap from Syracuse,” comedy try- 
out, scheduled for Saturday at the 
Walnut, and “The Duchess of Chi- 
cago,” Kalman operetta, listed for 
the Shubert on the same night. 
Next Monday five more attrac. 
tions will compete for attention, 
They are: “Journey’s End” (east- 
ern company), at the Lyric; “Thun- 
der in the Air,” second Professional 
Players’ offering, at the Adelphi: 
“Waterloo Bridge,” new Robert 
Sherwood piece, at the Broad: “New 
Moon” (New York company), at the 
Forrest, and “Pleasure Bound.” 
which played here last season, as 
“Well, Well, Well” at the Chestnut. 
Last week’s trade for the dramatic 
offerings could have been a lot 
worse; in fact, in view of the fright- 
ful conditions here this fall, biz was 
quite good for the non-musicals. 
“Wings Over Europe,” the Guild's 
third offering at the Garrick, led 
around $17,000 reported, thanks 
largely to the subscription backing. 
“Death Takes a Holiday,” spon- 
sored by the newly-formed Profes- 
sional Players, was again the big 
surprise of the town, getting $10,000 
on the week, and beating by a slight 
margin its second week figure at the 
Adelphi. This offering, with Philip 
Merivale as featured player, has so 
benefited by the campaign waged 
Next door at the Lyric, William 
Hodge’s mystery melodrama, “Homi- 
cide” also made a neat gain, al- 
though far from important money. 
Second and last week was up $1,500 
over first week. David Belasco’s 
“Blind Window” had a strong open- 
ing (Tuesday night) at the Broad, 
but bad notices and unfavorable 
word-of-mouth took their effect, and 
the total for the week was not so 
forte. 
“Courage,” which had shown signs 
of picking up during its first week 
at the Walnut, disappointed and 
just beat $5,000, while “Little Acci- 
dent” did less than that at Keith's. 
However, there were no record- 
breaking “lows” such as astonished 
the Rialto a few weeks ago. No. 
$2,009 or $3,000 grosses, and at least 
four of the six dramas reached re- 
spectable figures. 
The two musicals continued to 
falter, with “Nina Rosa” in its 
fourth and final week at the Shu- 
bert reported under $16,000 and 
“Top Speed” in its fifth and last 
week at the Chestnut about $1,000 
less. The Forrest was dark. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Blind Window"’—(Broad, second 
week). Belasco tryout had a cork- 
ing opening, delayed until Tuesday, 
but show wasn’t there and business 


fell. Off after this week for re- 
vision. “Waterloo Bridge” in on 
Monday. 


“Mile. Modiste”—(eKith’s). Opens 
Fright night to get ahead of rush. 
“Little Accident” under $5.000 in 
last week. 


“Major Barbara”—(Garrick. first 
week). Fourth Theatre Guild offer- 
ing in for fortnight, to be followed 
by Eddie Cantor in “Whoopee. 
“Wings Over Europe” reported 
around $17,000 or a little less than 
last week. 

“Sap from Syracuse”’—(Walnut). 
To open Saturday night, house be- 
ing dark until then. “Courage.” in- 
stead of gaining, off to $5,290 in 
final week. 

“Death Takes a Holiday”—(Adel- 
phi, fourth week). Surprised the 
wise boys by beatine second week's 
gross by a few hundred dollars de- 
spite approach of Christmas. A lit- 
tle over $10,000. “Thunder in the 
Air” on Mondav. 

“Duchees of Chicaao”—(Shubert). 
To onen Saturdav night. house be- 


ing dark until then. “Nina Rose” 
off to $16,000 in fourth and last 
week, 


The Lyric. dark all week, reopens 
Mondav with “Journey’s Find.” Wil- 
liam Hodee got about $8,500 last 
week in “Homicide.” 

The Chestnut is dark, reopening 
Mondav with “Pleasure 





closed it for revision and recasting. 


“Ton Sneed.” in fifth and last week, 
slipped to less than $15,600. 
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Bway Legits Are 50%, Dark This Wk. 
Big Money Xmas Wk., 20 Houses Shut 





There are 33 legit theatres dark 
on Broadway this week. Broadway 
is virtually 50% shut. 

This Christmas to New Year's 
period, the big money week of the | 
season, will have more than a score | 
ef dark spots, as the holiday card | 
holds but half a dozen premieres. 

The incoming list: “Meteor,” | 
Guild, replacing “The Game of Love | 
and Death,” which moves to the} 
Biltmore; “Top Speed,” succeeding | 
“Follow Thru,” 46th Street; “Sev- 
en,” which replaces “It Never 
Rains,” Republic; “Death Takes a 
Holiday,” Barrymore, from 
“Bird in Hand” goes to the Masque; | 
“Kirst Mrs. Frazer,” at 
house; “Street Scene,” moving to 
the Ambassador; “Woof Woof,’ | 
Royale; “Babes in Toyland” (re- 
vival), Jolson’s, and “Richelieu” | 

| 


which | 


the Play- | 


(revival), Hampden’s. Among the 
possibilities is “The Unsophisti- | 
eates.” Added closings last Satur- 
day: “Family Affairs,” Elliott; 
“Diana,” Longacre; “Headquarters,” | 
Forrest, and The Silver Swan,” | 
Beck. 

Closings included two of last 
week’s premieres—‘Family Affairs” | 
and “Diana.” “Michael and Mary,” | 
at the Hopkins, drew good notices 
and has an agency call (small the- | 
atre). Only other opening was “The | 
Novice and the Duke,” 
(little theatre), laying off this week. 


Assembly | 


“Sons o’ Guns” Top 


“Sons o’ Guns” is the biggest 
thing in town, topping the musicals 
wiht $48,000; “Bitter Sweet” eased 
off to about $45,600; “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen,” another new musical, 
rated almost as strong as “Guns” 
in agency demand, and virtual ca- 
pacity, too, at $44,000; “Sweet Ade- 
line,” about $35,000; “Heads Up,” 
good at $30,000; “Sketch Book” and 
“Scandals” well under that mark 
new; “Wonderful Night” about $22,- 
000; ‘Little Show” off to $18,000, but 
still profitable. 

The leaders stood up among the 
comedies and dramas, the longer 
run attractions feeling the slump 
more. “June Moon” slightly off and 
bit under $25,000; “Wise Child” over 
$22,000; “Strictly Dishonorable,” the 
strongest call of its class, held to 
nearly $20,000; “Berkeley Square” 
again bettered $19,000. 

\. wide gap between the leaders 
and the field: “Young Sinners” 
picked up, $13,000; that figure ap- 
proximated by the holdover “Jour- 
ney’s End” and “Street Scene,” the 
lowest marks for either since open- 
ing; “The Game of Love and Death” 
is held up by subscriptions; “Gam- 
bling’ and “Jenny” about $10,000; 
“Candle Light,” “Bird in Hand,” 
“Broken Dishes,’ ‘Mendel, Inc.,” 
“Criminal Code,” $9,000; “Salt 
Water,” $8,000; “Your Uncle Dud- 


sieeeeniestitisialiteinenites + 


| man are on a tour of the world and | 


| Sunshine Jarmann, 
} tress, 


|} a_ sister, 
| Onslow Fane, and lives in England. 
| Their cousin, Lillian Bostwick, also 
| heiress to great wealth, announced 


i Kim, of New York, then announced 





ley,” $7,000, with the others around 
$5,000 or less. 


Cut Rates Drop 


The cut rate list is shorter this 
week than since the summer, the 
number of dark houses explaining 
the limited assortment of tickets. 
According to business the number 
of shows at bargain prices is suffi- 
cient this so pre-holiday week. In 
addition to the Yiddish Art theatre, 
burlesque and the Columbia and 
“Bare Facts,” a little revue in the 
Village: “Jenny” (Booth), “Your 
Uncle Dudley” (Cort), “Candle 
Light” (Empire), “Follow Thru” 
(Forty-sixth St.), “Salt Water” 
(Golden), “Mendel, Inc.” (Harris), 
“A Wonderful Night” (Majestic), 
“Young Sinners” (Morosco), “The 
Criminal Code” (National), “It 
Never Rains” (Republic), “Broken 
Dishes” (Ritz), “Houseparty” (Wal- 
dorf). 

Agency Buys 


The number of agency buys has 
dropped down, too, but there are 
more shows in that division than in 
cut rates. The list: “Heads Up” 
(Alvin), “Scandals” (Apollo), 
“Strictly Dishonorable” (Avon), “It’s 
a Wise Child” (Belasco), “June 
Moon” (Broadhurst), “Candle Light” 
(Empire), “Sketch Book” (44th St.), 
“Sweet Adeline’ (Hammerstein's), 
“Michael and Mary” (Hopkins), 
“Sons o’Guns” (Imperial), “Berkeley 
Square” (Lyceum), “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen” (Lyric), “Journey’s 
End” (¢Miller’s), “Young Sinners” 
(Morosco), “The Little Show” (Mu- 
sic Box), “Sherlock Holmes” (New 





Amsterdam), “Bitter Sweet” (Zieg- 
feld). 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Sidney Smith, ahead and back, 
a . ” “34% 
Illegal Practice,” Chicago. 








Stock Xmas Gap 
Al Jackson and company at the 
Garrick, Madison, Wis., closed Dec 
7 to resume Christmas Day. 





Helen Johnson’s Haste 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Johnson, stage, 


Helen 


| Floor Back” hardly got beyond the 
($1,000 mark with chances that the 


| Figueroa 


| week. 
Hollywood 


| blue. 
iwav for “Dear Me.” 


arrived contract 


55 











RITZY 


(Continued from page 52) 
Poinciana, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Charles Thomas will visit her par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. George A. 
Dobyne. Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Dill- 


will not open their gorgeous estate 
Sunshine Jarmann 

Word comes from London, where | 
American ac-| 
recently appeared in “Hold | 
Everything,” that she is engaged to 
Lieut. Francis Francis, Jr., of the 
Royal Horse Guards. He is the son 
of the late Major Francis Francis 
and the heiress daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Jabez A. Bostwick, of 
New York. Jabez, a founder of the 
Standard Oil Co., left $30,000,000 to 





ROSCOE AILS 
“New Moon” Co. 
Great No=thern, Chicago 
Direction Louis Shurr 


“The crown for comedy honors 
was won by the inimitable Roscoe 
Ails, comedian with rubber legs who 
handles his difficult job well. He 





his children and grandchildren. The | 


| late Mrs. Bostwick Francis later be- 


came in turn Mrs. Carstairs and | 
Mrs. Serge Voronoff, wife of a noted | 
Russian surgeon. Lieut Francis has | 
Evelyn, who married J 


her engagement to Robert V. Me- 
its cancellation, but finally married 
him. 
At Monte Carlo 

Monte Carlo is filled with Amer- 
icans. Mr. and Mrs. Chauncey Ol- 
cott are at their villa. So are Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Berry Wall. A genera- 
tion ago he was known as “the king 
of the dudes,’ and his wife, Lomie 
Melbourne, was on the stage. Cora 
Urquhart Potter, former stage star, 
and mother of Mrs. James A. Still- 
man, has wintered at Monte Carlo 
for years. Near by is the beautiful 
estate of Howard Gould, who has 
never been divorced from Katherine 
Clemons, former actress. For a long 
time he has been attentive to Edna 
May, erstwhile “Belle of New York,” 
widow of Oscar Lewisohn. Mrs. 
Paul Desprez has a charming villa 
at Nice. Daughter of the late Gen. 
George B. McClellan, she is a sister 
of George B. McClellan, former 
Mayor of New York. 





scored with specialty dance in sec- 
ond half which threatened to stop 
show.” — Fritz Blocki, Chicago 
“American.” 


LITERATI 


(Continued from page 52) 
was elected secretary without op- 
position, 

Charles A. Humilton, Troy Times, 
was named treasurer over Harry 
Stringer, of the Washington Times, 
225 to 124. 

William L. Bruckart, United 
States Daily, was elected financial 
secretary over Hardie Meakin, of 
Variety, 208 to 131. 








Doesn't Sound Like Perce 

Percy Hammond, New York critic, 
hit San Francisco last week on the 
first lap of a ’round-the-world jaunt 
and gave the local critics an ear- 
ful of opinion about New York 
shows. 

Waite of the Hearst Examiner 
quoted him as saying: “Ignorance, 
cheapness and yulgarity so dom- 
inate the New York stage as to 
make a grown man ashamed some- 
times to be identified with the thea- 
tre, even as an observer. Many of 
the plays are not fit to take one’s 
wife or daughter to. Others, 
through incompetent writing or ac- 
ting, aren't fit for anybody to listen 
to.” ‘ 





“Among Married,” Risque, $8,000; 
Los Angeles Tough for Others 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Trade was so tough early in the 
week that they folded the Pauline 
Fredericks opus, “Queen in thé 
Parlor,” on second night of week. 
Theatre said the star collapsed. 
Other reports which are considered 
authoritative stated that the box 
office collapsed and Miss Fredericks 
was not inclined to play to so many 
chairs in the roomy Belasco. House 
now dark until Jan, 6. 

Mason went dark Saturday night 
after Schwab & Mandell in asso- 
ciation with Homer Curran had lost 
around $50,000 on “Follow Thru” in 
seven weeks. This house dark, too, 
indefinitely. Columbia Grand Opera, 
with their repertoire and score of 
patrons, had the edge on the town. 
Seem to be getting trade from all 
of the exclusive neighboring com- 
munities at $4 top for second week 
at the Biltmore. 

“Abraham Lincoln” no _ great 
draw for Hollywood. It comes off 
this week, its second, after showing 
a low of around $5,200 for its first 
week at the El Capitan. Horton's 
on the other hand got great break 
with “Among the Married” in sec- 
ond week at the Majestic. It hit 
around $8,000 for second week, and 
if not forced out by the MacLoons 
wanting house could easily run six 
weeks there. 

The Rennick plan of running 
actors’ theatre none too optimistic. 
Second week of “Passing of Third 


shutters will be drawn most any 
day. 

“Pad Babies’ depending mostly 
on the cut rate excursions and flap- 
from school, strug- 
around $3.000 at the 


Piayhouse for its third 


pers on leave 


gied to 


Second week of “Climax” at the 
Yayhouse also rather 

7 i. 
Comes out Saturday to make 


“In His Arms” goes out Dec. 21 
at which time Marjorie Rambeau's 


Vine Street with “Rear Car,” him- 
self appearing in the play that Ed- 
ward Everett Horton used for 10 
— two years ago at the Majes- 
tic. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Actors’ Theatre—“The Passing of 
the Third Floor Back” (2d week). 
Rather old-fashioned for the mob. 
May blow any day. Around $1,000. 
Belasco—“The Queen Was in the 
Parlor” (Sth and final week). With 
slight take Monday night and 
chance of same Tuesday, the star 
had it called quits with reported 
collapse before night show. Not 
over $1,000 for both nights. 

Biltmore—Columbia Grand Opera 
Company (2d week). With organ- 
ization playing the society stuff, 
pretty nearly capacity every night; 
$17,000. One week to go. 

Egan—“Her First Night” (3d 
week). Take just an even grand 
with house claiming nearly half of 
it profit. 

E!l Capitan—"“Abraham Lincoln” 
(ist week). Though cast brought 
from New York, holiday slump but 
piece; $5,200, which is very low. 

Figueroa Playhouse — “Bad 
Babies” (3d week). Just dragging 
along on catch-as-catch-can sched- 
ule and around $3,000, mostly from 
the younger generation. 

Hollywood Playhouse—“The Cli- 
max” (2d week). Short casts do 
not draw locally. They want a lot 
of people for their dough. Around 
$4.760, with another week to go. 

Majestic— “Among the Married” 
(24 week). Are real hot for this 
one. Risque dialog and scenes draw 
the curious, etc., in. and Hortons 
getting break with "23,000. 

Mason—‘“Follow Thru” (7th and 
final week). Just never got started 


— 


Shows in N. Y. 


VARIETY 


and Comment 





; mediocrity or loss. The variance 
house capacities with the varying 


play is also considered. 





admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
| successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 


with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: C 
| © (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


_; 


is explained in the difference in 
overhead. Also the size of cast, 
Variance 


(comedy); 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum (7th 
week) (C-957-$4.40). Longer run | 
shows revealed tendency to slip 
further hast week, others holding 
to pace of previous week; 
“Berkeley” continues very big; 

| over $19,000 again. 

|“Bird in Hand,” Barrymore ° (38th 

| week) (CD-1,099-$3.85). Moves 
to Masque next week; “English 


comedy around $10,000 or a bit 
less lateiy; “Death Takes a Hvoli- 
day” comes in here next week. 
“Bitter Sweet,” Ziegfeld (7th week) 
(M-1,622-$6.60). Last week's pace 
only slightly less than previcus 
week; one of Broadway's best and 
biggest; $46,000, approximately. 
“Broken Dishes,” Ritz (7th week) 
(C-945-$3). Small cast, one set 


comedy should. make fairiy good 
run of it; has been making 


money at $9,000 pace. 

“Candle Light,” Empire (12th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.85). Will stay for 
holidays, then to be followed by 
“The Dishonored Lady”; business 
fair; quoted at $9,000. 

“Family Affairs,” Maxine Eliot’s. 
Was taken off last Saturday; one 
of the surprise closings. 


“Follow Thru,” Chanin’s 46th Si. 


(50th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). 
Final week; last season’s musical 
smash going to road; “Top 


Speed” will follow in next week. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(4th week) (M-1,400-$6.60). All 
signs of a new musical hit; equals 
anything in agency demand; 
grossed $44,000 again. 

“Gambling,” Fulton (17th week) 
(CD-913-$3.85). More than held 
its own, takings bettering $10,- 
000; should easily go through 
winter. 

“Half Gods,” Plymouth (ist week) 
(CD-1,042-$3.85). Presented by 
Arthur Hopkins; written by Sid- 


ney Howard; opens Saturday 
night (Dec. 21). 
“Headquarters,” Forrest. Disap- 


peared last Saturday night, sud- 
denly being ordered off; played 
one week and a half. 

“Heads Up,” Alvin (6th week) (M- 
1,387-$5.50). Among the new 
favored musicals with good 
chance to go through season; 
grossed approximately $30,000 
last week. 

“Houseparty,” Waldorf (15th week) 
(D-1,101-$3). Manages to make 
a little money by means of the 
tie-up, authors running the show; 
$5,500. 

“How’s Your Health?” Vanderbilt 
(4th week) (C-771-$3.85). Will 
stick a few weeks more and ex- 
pected to develop within that 
time; around $5,000. 

“Diana,” Longacre. Taken off last 
Saturday; played one week; 
critics sharply commented on this 
one. 

“Inspector Kennedy,” Bijou (ist 
week) (CD-605-$3). Presented by 
the Shuberts; written by Milton 
Herbert Gropper and Edna 
Sherry: William Hodge starred; 
opens Friday (Dec. 20). 

“It Never Rains,” Republic (5th 
week) (C-901-$3). Final week 
here; may move to another house 
for holiday weeks, but has done 
very little; “Seven” due here late 
next week. 

“jenny,” Booth (llth week) (CD- 
946-$4.40). Eased off after very 
good start: paced around $10,000, 
but should enjoy good holiday 


trade. 
“Journey’s End,” Miller’s (40th 
week) (D-946-$4.40). Dipped to 


$13,000 last week: lowest figure 
since opening; holdover hit drama 
has some distance to go, however. 


HOLLYWOOD STYLES 


(Contnued from page 49) 
and outlined with a narrow band of 
shiny black fux Miss Chatterton 
pulls it tightly around her figure. 

The wrap ends just above the 
knees. Costume, by its absence of 
trimming and definite, almost exag- 
gerated line of two V's converging at 
the knees, assumes a poster quality 
that is particularly well fitted for 
pictures. With all this rich black- 
ness Miss Chatterton wears a 
blonde wig coiffed in a slightly ex- 
otic style, for she plays an opera 
singer, and the contrast emphasizes 
the touch of the bizarre that the 
role demands. 

Norma Talmadge wears a stage 
costume in the back-stage se- 
nuence of “New York Nights.” Her 








account $3 top. Around $9,000 for 
final. 
President—"“That Ferguson Fam- 


ily” (ist week). Cannot kick on 
take here with light overhead; 
$5.800. 


Vine Street—"In His Arms” (2d 
week). Rambeau-Pangborn combi- 





with Franklin Pangborn 


nation do not seem to convince 


here by air, under contract to M-G. ' expires. Latter will next tenant the/them. Only $4,200. 


idress is a bouffant thing of metal 
| picoted chiffon, besprinkled gen- 
lerously among the pointed ends of 
its skirt, with sequined butterflies 
and metal cloth roses. The tight 
bodice of satin is a mounting for 


“June Moon,” Broadhurst (llth 
week) (C-1,118-$3.85). Slightiy 
off, but business continues very 
big and again topped non-mu- 


sicals in point of gross; $25,000. 

“Ladies of the Jury,” Erlanger (8th 

week) (C-1,520-$3). Laying off 
this week (pre=Christmas); to re- 
sume Monday, and will probably 
stay through January. 
“Many Waters,” Times Square 
(12th week) (CD-1,057-$3.85). 
Also laying off this week; had 
dropped to about $8,500; has an- 
other two weeks here, then 
“Strike Up the Band.” 

“Mendel, Inc.,” Harris (4th week) 
(C-1,051-$3.85). Started all right, 
then slipped; last week estimated 
around $10,000; chances hetter in- 


dicated after Jan. 1. “Nine Fif- 
teen” (revue) named for house 
later. 

“Red Rust,” Beck (ist week) (D- 
1,189-$3). Presented by Theatre 


Guild; adaptation from the Rus- 
sian; was to have gone on at mat- 
inees, but switched to regular 
showings; opened Tuesday. 


“Salt Water,” John Golden (4th 
week) (C-900-$3). Doing moder- 
ately; last week, however, held 


up, with the takings around $8,000, 

and should improve. 

“Scandals,” Apollo (13th week) (R- 

1,168-$6.60). Agencies supporting 

this revue, which has been off 
otherwise; takings around $30,000 
mark. 

“Sons o’ Guns,” Imperial (4th week) 
(M-1,400-$6.60). Among biggest 
musicals in town; new show 
again went to $44,000, with 
standees nearly all performances, 

“Sketch Book,” 44th St. (25th week) 
(R-1,385$6.°0). One of the sea- 
son’s favored revues and held up 
very well until last two weeks; 
under $30,000, but pretty sure to 
come back. 

“Street Scene,” Playhouse (50th 
week) (C-879-$3.85). Will be 
moved to Ambassador next week 
to make room for “The First Mrs. 
Frazer’; holdover hit still mak- 
ing money; $13,000 estimated. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (14th 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Comedy 
smash in no way affected by pre- 
holiday slump; actual gross close 
to $20,000 weekly. 

“Subway Express,” Liberty (13th 
week) (D-1,202-$3). Paced around 
$9,000 now; has done moderate 
business, but not exceptional; 
house mentioned to get another 
attraction next month. 

“Sweet Adeline,” Hammerstein’s 
(16th week) (M-1,265-$6.60). Was 
season's first musical hit and 
commanded capacity first three 
months; still big, but somewhat 
affected; $35,000. 

“The Criminal Code,” National (12th 
week) (D-1,164-$3). Listed to 
stick for another month; strong 
drama has not drawn big business, 
but has made the grade; $9,000 
estimated. 

“The Game of Love and Death,” 
Guild (4th week) (D-914-$3). 
Moves to Biltmore Monday to fill 
out six subscription weeks; “Me- 
teor” the new attraction next 
week. 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (34th 
week) (R-1,000-$4.40). SUpped 
somewhat further, which was an- 
ticipated last week; paced about 
$18,000, but still looks good into 
spring. 

“The Silver Swan,” Beck. Closed 
last Saturday; played a bit less 
than three weeks; good notices, 
but small business, 

“The Street Singer,” Shubert (13th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Laying off 
this week; had been doing rather 
well, but slipped to $20,000 or less. 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (20th week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). Leaders standing 
up because of heavy advance sell- 
ing; this one holds its pace, with 
takings well over $22,000 last 
week. 

“Wonderfu! Night,” Majestic (8th 
week) (O-1,776-$5.59). Said to be 
a favorite for theatre parties; 
business off somewhat, but date 
indefinite: $25,000 estimated. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco 
week) (CD-893-$3). Was able to 
improve, which is unusual at this 
time; new comedy figures to make 
the grade; bettered $13,000 last 
week. 

“Your Uncle Dudley,” Cort (5th 
week) (C-1,042-$3). Will stay for 
holiday trade, business thereafter 
to determine continuance; quoted 
around $7,000. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 

“Sherlock Holmes,” New Amster- 
dam; revival’s 3rd week to e€X- 
cellent business; matinee demand 
especially big. 

“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; drew” 
favorable notices. 





‘more butterflies, and one is fastened 
jto her shoulder. 


bly; laying off this week. 
Civic Repertory, i4th Street. 


“The Novice and the Duke,” Asseme- . 
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FAMILY AFFAIRS 


Comedy in three acts presented at Maxine 
Elliott's Dec. 10 by I Lawrence Weber; 
written by Earle Crooker and Lowell Bren- 
tano: Billie Burke starred; staged by Ar- 
thur Hopkins. 

Roger Wheaton........+.. Joseph McCallion 
Janet Wheaton.....ccccsesers Elaine Temple 

FORME sc 0.+0 1 0.55000.460ee0en5s Ce. area 
Charles Wheaton...ccceeess: Frank Elliott 
Estelle Wheaton...cccocsces++s: Billie Burke 
H PRTC s<< cececaceé Edmund George 
‘Sil LCC... cccccsccces Leona Beutelle 
Audre Aineworth........-Audrey Ridgwell 
Paul Savel vanewubeceade cae sa 2aeee 


If “Family Affairs” was as good 
as was Billie Burke to look upon it 
would be destined to popularity. It 
is too lightweight a comedy, how- 
ever, to do much more than attract 
the star's personal draw. 

Miss Burke returns to the stage 
from the Flo Ziegfeld estate on the 
Hudson every now and then in obe- 
dience to that urge which actresses 
Burke is welcome and always will 
be. She is by far the most attrac- 
tive thing in and about “Family 
Affairs.” 

Arthur Hopkins did the staging, 
something pew for him so far as 
other managers’ shows are colhi- 
cerned, but the program sets forth 
the fact that Hopkins is co-pro- 
ducer with L. Lawrence Weber. 
For a time the show was slated 
for the Plymouth, but Hopkins de- 
cided to use that house for his ex- 
clusive property, “Half Gods,” 
which opens this week. 

“Family Affairs” is pleasant 
enough, though improbable. Mrs. 
Esteile Wheaton has been wedded 
to Charles W. for quite a long time, 
her girl and boy now approaching 
their majority. Father has been 
preaching retrenchment, his wealth 
having somewhat shrunk in a stock 
market crash. But things other- 
wise in the household are not to her 
liking. She plans a little surprise 
for the family, giving as an excuse 


the fact that it will help save 
money. 

The son, Roger, has been “keep- 
ine” a girl named “Silks” Lee. 


Daughter Janet is engaged to a so- 
ciety youth who doesn’t measure 
up to the mark. Father also has 
been “keeping” Audrey -Ainsworth. 
Mother invites all the outsiders to 
her home as guests for a week or 
two. Then, not to make it too un- 
comfortable, she brings in young 
Paul Savelle, whom she says is a 
gigolo she met in Paris. 

Estelle’s plan works out fairly 
well after she thought it flopped. 
Janet’s young man shows himself 


_—— and walks out. “Silks” 
proves quite a girl and Roger prom- 
ises her to stop playing around and 
go to work, with a hint of future 
marriage. Audrey, a high hat dame, 
takes air, too, when Charles finds 
out that Paul is no gigolo but the 
son of an old friend who acted the 








; Wheaton 





part at the request of his wife, 
things begin to look up in the 
menage in the east six- 
ties. 

Charles comes to the determina- 
tion that a Romeo past 50 is ridic- 
ulous. He promises never to see 
Audrey again, but Estelle sagely re- 
marks there are other Audreys. 
Compared to herself, this one is 
surely a stick. 

It is perhaps natural that most 
of the play’s lines and chatter go 
to the star and she does very well 
in her new role. Miss Burke’s 
charm pervades “Family Affairs,” 
if that be enough. The supporting 
cast is adequate. Frank Elliott. 
especially, was well chosen to play 
the husband, a polished, quiet fel- 
low of big business. Leona Beu- 
telle did Silks nicely. Bruce Evans 
did Paul, whom Janet became 
enamored of. Elaine Temple and 
Joseph McCallion were the Wheaton 
offspring, both satisfactory. 

However, the kind of peopie who 
will like “Family Affairs” mostly 
will be going down Florida way 
soon and it wouldn’t be surprising 
if Miss Burke joined the Palm 
Beachers again this winter. 

Ibee. 


MARY AND MICHAEL 


Three-act comedy-drama by A. A. Milne. 
Presented by Charles Hopkins, with Henry 


Hull, Edith Barrett and Harry Beresford 
featured. Staged by Mr. Hopkims. At the 
Charles Hopkins theatre, New York, Dec. 
13 ($4.40). 

Se PEP ETT ERT PL CTE CeCe Edith Barrett 
Ame ACtemGant. «cccccccccsiccccss Peter Lang 
Dine: ab sb entace se neiseh bees Henry Hull 
WHE: 6 <b anaces dts bee Katherine Standing 
Mrs. Tullivant......... Alice Belmore Cliffe 
The Rev. Simon Rowe..... David Glassford 
MOSH’ SD -WeelOse 6iccccsiscssde Vernon Kelso 
Inspector Enderby........«. Leonard Willey 
Be MENON. cbeecscccosgeecse Robert Vivian 
Ea ae” GMA kK 6h Foe e eso ee8 Harry Beresford 
A. PoOlicemaas .ccceddcccsvocces Emile Littler 
RNC Iin6.6avecenstscuseodosdsin es Alan Willey 
es Sry pperrer Hilda Plowright 
DPN detaep scteeesadsesésesacs Helen Claire 


A super-sentimental play, done in 
the repressed manner of the Miline- 
British school, and highly effective. 





Promises to be the best commercial 


ean at the Hopkins for a long 
time. It has restricted appeal, but 
in the small-capacity house ought 
to spread out that limited draw for 
a long time, and at the $4.40 top 
scale for the 300-seat house looks 
like a good bet. 

House has its following also, 
painstakingly built up by succession 
of productions addressed to a ma- 
ture and perhaps discriminating 
clientele, and that should count. 

Play bears certain resemblance to 
“Many Waters,” which also is in the 
English manner, and it has a good 
deal of the same sentimental quali- 
ty, both plays dealing with the vi- 
cissitudes of a young man and young 
woman drawn together, and tracing 


them through a lifetime to their 
triumphant arrival at middle age, 
scarred and seared by life, but con- 
tent in each other gnd in mutual 
affection that survives hardships. 
Is isn’t as good a play as “Many 
Waters,” but it makes satisfying 
Stage material, flawlessly played by 
Hull, Miss Barrett and their sup- 
porting cast of 12. 

Milne has been writing for the 
stage a long time, but he has never 
entirely iost his “literary” habit. His 
lines would read in print better than 
they sound. Some of his best mo- 
ments are hurt by a fussiness in 
dialog that hampers the grip of the 
action. He likewise misses the bold 
and economical treatment of some 
of his scenes. This play several 
times almost halts while the play- 
wright goes into trivial detail, al- 
most as finicky as Mrs. Wharton— 
another manifestation of the same 
“literary” habit. 

However, it is a nicely conceived 
and trimly made play, syrupy on 
the sentimental side, but with a 
good many touches of real sincerity 
and heart-grip. An interesting side 
angle is Milne’s novel handling of 
the younger generation of 1929. He 
doesn’t rant at them or defand them 
with the usual excess of vehemence. 
Rather he finds them substantially 
the same as the younger generation 
of the Victorian era, it being rather 
the present older generation that is 


LEGITIMATE 











different. That fresh angle alone, 
pictured with gentle humor, ought 
to be enough to make the play in- 
teresting. 


One can’t help being a little im- 
patient with Milne’s old maidish 
system of ethics. The husband and 
wife have reached middle age after 
many struggles, when a blackguard 
tries to blackmail them. Husband 
very properly moves to throw him 
out of the house, and brings on a 
fatal heart attack. By a clever de- 
vice they explain away the presence 
of a dead man in their home with- 
out revealing the truth. 

Years later the whole thing is 
about to come out, and both hus- 
band and wife welcome exposure to 
get what they persist in regarding 
as a crime off their consciences. 
Any well-balanced person would 
have dismissed the matter thank- 
fully and only a British playwright 
would persist in making a ghost of 
an accidental and entirely desirable 


| demise. 


There are moments when the 
wealth of talk irritates one, but there 
are other touches of genuine senti- 
ment that more than redeem these 
passages, and there is one scene of 
real grip at the end of the second 
act. This is the scene in which, 
with a dead man on their hands, the 
couple summon the police and frame 
a story to explain the situation—a 
story that holds water even under 
the prying of a shrewd detective. 
The device for the second act cur- 








, — 


tain is a startler. Keen inspectors 
suspicions have been lulled, and he 
is convinced the dead man merely 
dropped dead of heart disease. He 
turns to a day-dreaming constable 
(locale is London), asking his 
opinion. 

Romantic but dumbbell cop, who 
has literary aspirations himself ang 
dreams novels, spills the silly notion 
that the man has been killed by the 
couple, for the very reason that 
were the case, the inspector scorn. 
fully dismissing the constable’s im. 
aginings as absurd. 


Play has four scenes, admirably 
designed and executed at just that 
degree where good taste ends and 
lavish splurge begins. There is a 
furnished room in Islington that 
speaks eloquently, and a bare cor- 
ner of the British Museum that is 
equally articulate. Alice Belmore 
Cliffe as the garrulous landlady han- 
dled a bit trimly, and David Glass- 
ford, on but once, did nicely with a 
colorless scene. Rush. 
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DON’T ANNOY ME! 


I shall be in New York the latter part of the month and 


- pay a six weeks’ visit to the States on .a pleasure trip. 


As I said above, 


N’T ANNOY ME 


with offers of engagement in any branch of amusements. 


I must return at the end of that time, being under contract 


to Sir Alfred Butt for a new musical play, my third 


consecutive show under his management; therefore 





N’T ANNOY ME! 


Just let me have a pleasant holiday, minus all cares or 


WOTITies. 


GENE GERRARD 
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Picture Songs Pushing Trade Into 


Serious over-production in the 
music trade is being felt by both 
the publishers and the mecchanicals 
as a result of the recent habit, 
which has developed into an epi- 
demic, of printing seven and eight 
numbers from one picture. Actually 
but one or two, or at the outside 
three; numbers, are intitled to pub- 
lication, rest being properly classi- 
fiable as “special material” or “pro- 
duction fillers.” 

Mechanicals have seldom been so 
over-produced as at present, re- 
leases tumbling over each other in 
the crowd weekly sent out. Most 
of these recordings have very light 
sales and the total volume handi- 
caps the hot numbers in getting 
the big load they might otherwise. 

Film companies in fitting songs to 
the requirements of a given picture 
or sequence in a picture are vio- 
lating some of the traditional max- 
ims of music publishing. Princi- 
pally the one that requires a chorus 
to have 32 bars. 

As a result, publishers have re- 
peatedly discovered that the songs 
they picked from manuscript as the 
hot ones in a picture are negligible 
in the finished picture through being 
badly spotted or completely sub- 
merged, insufficiently reprised or 
cut off at 16 or 24 bars. 

In several instances publishers 
advised by wire from Hollywood 
that such and such a tune was 
the number one plug, and arrang- 
ing with the mechanicals for ad- 
vance cutting, have often been sur- 
prised to learn that the song was 
entirely eliminated from .the pic- 
ture when released. 





Mrs. Youmans Starts 
Suit for Separation 


Mrs. Anna Youmans” charges 
abandonment and non-support in 
her suit for separation from Vin- 
cent Youmans, filed in New York 
Supreme Court Monday. 

Mrs. Youmans applied for $5900 
weekly temporary alimony and 
suitable counsel fees from the pro- 
ducer. 

The Youmans have two children, 
twins, two and a half years old. 


St. Louis Normal 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 

With settlement of the musicians’ 
atrike, all local Skouras houses and 
Loew’s State have an orchestra in 
the pit this week. 

Ed Lowry, Ambassador’s m. c¢., 
who walked with the musicians 
several months ago, is back at that 
house, heading a Publix stage show 
with augmented band. 

Al Eldridge, pianist at the Mis- 
fouri (Skouras), is leading its or- 
chestra there, Milton Slosser is 
back at the organ. 











In Hoosick Falls 


Hoosick Falls, N. Y., Dec. 17. 
Earl J. Wilcox, musician, has been 
appointed probation officer in the 
children’s court of Rensselaer 
county. 





DROP ORGANISTS’ DEPT. 
Due to eliminations already made 
Keith’s organists’ department, in 
New York, has been abandoned. 
Pit orchestra leaders have been 
given supervision of organists 
where they still remain. 





Witmarks in Hollywood Bldg. 

Witmarks, one of the Warner 
music subsidiaries, is moving into 
the new Warner Hollywood Theatre 
building at 5ist street and Broad- 
way about Jan. 1. 


Company will have most of the 
third floor. 


Heavy Overproduction; “Fillers” 


|Fox Red Star Co. With 
Complete Dept. Lineup 


the 
Music 








Departmental heads as 
nucleus of Fox’s Red Star 
Co. are Mike Hill, business man- 
ager; Oscar Roye, assistant; Helney 
Kresa, manager of the arranging 
department; Jack McCoy, profes- 
sional manager; Julius Von Tilzer, 
assistant to McCoy; Bill Jacobs, 
sales manager, and Lon Mooney, of 
Forster’s, as band and orchestra 
manager. 

Opening of Red Star in its quar- 
ters at 729 Seventh avenue will be 
about Jan. 3. Pat Flaherty, gen- 
eral manager, is already encamped 
in the Red Star offices. 

Various independent film compa- 
nies are negotiating for working 
agreements with Flaherty to secure 
services of Red Star songwriters 
when not busy on Fox productions. 
Foremost among these is Tiffany. 
now publishing songs in this coun- 
try through various publishers. 
Tiffany has entered into an agree- 
ment with Campbell ard Connelly, 
whereby the latter firm holds ex- 
clusive publishing rights in Great 
Britain. 


‘SKILLED’ ALIEN 
BILL UP AGAIN 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Congressman Free’s bill to admit 
aliens skilled “in a particular art, 
craft, technique, business or science, 
that are needed by bona fide em- 
ployers” has again been introduced. 

Last session the bill came up dur- 
ing the agitation to devise retalia- 
tory legislation to meet the barring 
of American musicians abroad. 

3ill would make it possible to im- 
port foreign orchestras and musi- 
cians, with the only technicality to 
block their coming stipulated if 
equally as good talent is available 
here. To prove that, should an em- 
ployer insist such could not be 
found, would cause plenty of com- 
plications. 

Congressman Free expects hear- 
ings shortly on his proposal. 


$1,000 for Piano Player 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Arthur Johnson is the highest 
salaried piano player in show busi- 
ness. Al Jolson will pay him $1,000 
a week and his living expenses dur- 
ing the latter’s concert tour. 

Jolson first intended to take Dave 
Dryer on the tour. Jolson will only 
play nine dates on the tour so that 
he can get back to the Coast to be- 
gin preparation for another picture. 

















Ager-Yellen East Soon 


Milton Ager and Jack Yellen, 
writing special music for the Paul 
Whiteman picture, “King of Jazz” 
(U), will probably return east in a 
few weeks. 

Their contract with U, under 
weekly salary, was for seven weeks 
with an option for five additional 
weeks. Option has been taken up 
to permit team to complete songs 
for the picture. Five have already 
been done, with two or three yet to 
come. 


LANDRY’S VAUDE TOUR 





Art Landry’s band has _ been 
booked for tour of RKO. 
Opens in Cincinnati, Dec. 28. 














For Two (2) Years, 


Two Years (Sp 





Bargain Xmas Gift 
ARIETY 


Nothing beats “Variety” for a steady present to show folks, friends 
or relatives interested in the show business at home or abroad 


One Year’s Subscription (Regular Price), $10 


HOLDS GOOD UNTIL NEW YEAR'S 


$15, Sent Anywhere 


ecial Price), $15 














LIBERAL CONTRACT 


and WHarbach’s Agreement 
With Film Company 





Kern 





Hollywood Dec. 17. 
Most concessionary musical con- 
tracts yet given by a studio go to 
Jerome Kern and Ott» Harbach, 
who will be on the First National 


payroll for the next two years as/} 


composers and producers, 

Full say-so is given 
without any studio but-ins as to 
what shall or shall not go into the 
picture musically. The director of 
the musicals, according to the con- 
tracts, will be subordinate to the 
two. 





Music Growth 


And Need for 
Copyr t Change 


With two proposed copyright bills 
soon to be presented to Congress, 
music men are looking forward to 
some amendments of present copy- 
right statutes to meet more ade- 
quately the changed conditions in 
the music business. 

Among the problems which will 
come before Congress for considera- 
tion are: 

1—The International Copyright 
Union, known usually as the Berne 
Convention. There will be an en- 
deavor to amend the United States 
Copyright Act so as to do away 
with the present formalities pre- 
requisite to copyright now required 
by the act. In this way the U. 5. 
law will be put in harmony in gen- 
eral with the copyright statutes of 
European countries, and its appli- 
cation to become a member of the 
Berne Convention will be unques- 
tionably accepted. 

Should the government eventu- 
ally decide it’s to the advantage of 
composers and writers to become 
members of the International Copy- 
right Union, it has been felt by 
those who have studied the entire 
foreign copyright situation that it is 
more advantageous to do so at pres- 
ent than being a member of the 
Union as revised at Rome last year. 
With the U. S. desiring to adhere 
to the International Union as pres- 
ently constituted, it must do so 
prior to 1931, as subsequent to that 
date it will be necessary for its 
adherence to be to the Convention 
as modified at Rome. 

Usual Opposition 

It is figured there will be the 
usual opposition to any attempt to 
have the United States modify its 
ecopyright laws by doing away with 
present prerequisite formalities to 
copyright, on the ground that to 
do so creates an undisclosed mo- 
nopoly; and that this is re; ugnant 
to American principles of copy- 
right. In light of changed condi- 
tions in publishing biz brought 
about by recent merge’:, how sub- 
stantial this opposition will be is 
difficult to forecast. Nevertheless, 
some opposition may be anticipated. 

2.—The musical copyright pro- 
visions will: be attacked, and it’s 
anticipated there will be little dif- 
ficulty in modifying and amending 
the law so as to do away with pres- 
ent provisional fixed prices paid by 
talking machine companies for use 
of copyrighted musical works. Tr'‘s 
amendment may go so far as to en- 
deavor to eliminate enttirely the 
so-called compulsory license provi- 
sion the present statute, which 
today requires a copyright pro- 
prietor, if he uses a work himself 
for recording purposes or permits 
someone else to use the work, to 
grant licenses to everybody else. 

3.—Divisibility of Copyright. Ef- 
fort will be made to amend the 
present act so as to permit com- 
plete and absolute assignments of 
the various portions of the monop- 
oly which go to make up the entire 
copyright. As .the law now stands, 
it is possible to assign the copy- 
right only as an entirety, and any 
rights less than the whole are con- 
strued to be licenses. Also, no pro- 
visin is made in the present law 
for registration of these licenses, 
though in many instances applica- 
tion is made, and the register re- 
cords both application and instru- 
ment accompanying it. 

Formerly the copyright monop- 
oly was thought of as an entity, 
but the uses to which a copyright 
might be put have enlarged, it is 
contended by those who would di- 
vide it into parts. Author or pro- 
prietor of the whole copyright 
should be in a position to distrib- 





——— 


By Bill 


Along the Coast 








Les Angeles, Dec. 17. 
With such composers as Jerome 





the boys, 


| Kern, Otto Harbach, Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2nd, Herbert Stothart and 
| Vincent Youmans, already aligned 
With various picture producers, a 
new trend in screen musicals is an- 
| ticipated. 

Day of the theme song, insofar as 
|injecting one for no other purpose, 
|}is doomed with the line-up of com- 
posers who not only know how to 
write music, but can interlock their 
compositions with a logical story. 
Reports for the week include that 
Rex Lease and Dorothy 





Gulliver | 


PUBLIC DANCE HALLS 
MUST PAY MUSIC TAX 


Public dance halls must pay roy- 








| the infringement is known or un- 
{ 


alties on copyrighted music em- 
ployed by their orchestras, whether 


known, That was the decision 
handed down by U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Chicago in the matter 
of the Dreamland Ball Room, 
Evansville, Ind., and the music pub- 
lishing firms of Shapiro-Bernstein, 
Leo Feist and Ager, Yellen & Born- 
stein. 

While the music copyright ques- 
tion has been thrashed out in the 
courts before as pertaining to 
other places of amusement, this is 
said to be the first time a precedent 
has been set on dance halls. In 
this case the group of publishers 
enjoined the dance place from pub- 
licly performing their songs and 
were awarded $250 damages and 
$100 attorney’s fees in the District 
of Indiana on the original Shanley 
decision. Dance hall appealed to 
the higher court and was not sus- 
tained. 

Chas. Pelz, proprietor, contended 
he had no voice or control over 
what selections his orchestra play- 
ed. He denied knowledge of the 
numbers being copyrighted or that 
the orchestra did or did not have 
the consent of the _ publishers. 
Principally the ball room disputed 
liability on the ground that the 
contract with the orchestra made 
that organization an independent 
contractor. This and other con- 
tentions were rejected by the court 
which held that the owner of a 
dance hall, at whose place copy- 
righted music was played in vio- 
lation of the publisher's rights, is 
liable at all times, if he’s operating 
his place for profit. 

Nathan Burkan represented the 
publishers in the matter. 


Publix Equipping Each 
House with Music Library 


With a view to building up a 


local music library in each of its 
theatres, Publix is supplying spe- 
cial arrangements of song and mu- 
sical numbers, running those off on 
the mimeograph where not pre- 
vented from doing so by ccpyrights. 
Songs are also available for all 
stage bands, and include picture 
numbers from not only Par., but 
talkers of other companies, with 
no one especially favored as long 
as the songs are in demand, Stand- 
ard musical numbers, such as “St. 
Louis Blues,” “Rhapsody in Blue,” 
and even opera stuff, are provided. 
Where the average theatre would 
not be in a position to spend the 
money in building up a loca] musi- 
cal library, Publix, through its new 
scheme, will be able to do this at 
comparatively low cost. 











ute the individual parts by direct 
sale or assignment, they claim. 
Reason for this is that a licensee 
under a copyright has no right to 
sue in his own name; only an as- 
signee has that right. So, aiso, in 
the matter of books: if the author 
has granted a serial right to a mag- 
azine, latter, under present status, 
eannot bring suit against an in- 
fringer; only the author is granted 
that privilege. 

Advent of talking pictures into 
the field of copyright users has fur- 
ther complicated the situation. A 
decided division of opinion exists 
as to whether the tone film or syn- 
chronization right is a new right 
or a combination of rights already 


Swigart 

sing their first theme song in Tif- 
fany’s “Troopers Three.”’ Tune title 
is “As Long as You Love Me.” 


Words and music by Abner Silver 
and George Wagegner...Jackie 
Archer, of the Witmark office, ar- 
ranges her work so she can appear 


on five daily broadcast programs 
sent out from different parts of the 
city. This is in addition to being 
featured with the Packard dance 
orchestra broadcasting nightly over 
KHJ, and she doesn’t always sing 


Witmark numbers .. Val Valenti, of 
the Roof Garden Cafe, San Fran- 
cisco, was in town to see what L. A, 


lis doing. 





Check on numbers getting the 
biggest play over radio and by night 
club bands the past week shows 
“Tune in On My Heart,” “Love Me,” 
“You're Always in My Arms,” and 
“Sweetheart, We Need Each Other,” 
Leo Feist; “Taint No Sin to Take 
Off Your Clothes and Dance in Your 
Skin,” “Through” and “Can’t You 
Understand,” Donaldson, Douglas 
and Gumble: “Web of Love.” “I’m 
in Love With You” and “Every 
Now and Then,” Sherman-Clay; 
“What Do I Care,” “I Still Go on 
Wanting You” and “He’s So Un- 
usual,” Shapiro-Bernstein; “Gypsy 
Dream Rose,” “I'll Close My Eyes” 
and “By the Way,” Remick; “Lone- 
ly Troubador.” “My Fate Is in Your 
Hands" and “On the Road to Rain- 
bow Bay,” Santly Bros.: “I Don’t 
Want Your Kisses,” “Until the 
End” and “Chant of the Jungle,” 
Robbins; “Pretty Little You,” 
“Singing in the Bathtub” and 
“Wouldn’t It Be Wonderful,” Wit- 
mark, 





With the passing of big time 
vaude, local song pluggers are con- 
centrating on radio stations. Re- 
sult is that a number have culti- 
vated good radio voices. 

The boys who sing over the air 
most frequently are Bobby Gross 
(Remick), Artie Mehlinger (Pian- 
tadosi), Sig Bosley (Robbins), Art 
Schwartz (Witmark), Tubby Garon 
(Santly), Abe Blum (Davis, Coonts 
and Engle) and Benny Berman (De 
Sylva-Brown and Henderson). 





Earl Burnett believes his band 
has nothing more to learn instru- 
mentally, so he is putting each 
member through a routine of vocal 
lessons, Featured trio is already 
established, and more will be heard 
from his new quintet. 





Brunswick’s contract with Harry 
Richman enabled that company to 
make four recordings of numbers 
used in the actor’s first United Ar- 
tists picture. Instead of waiting 
for Richman to arrive in New York 
to make these recordings, they were 
made here. Songs include “There’s 
Danger in Your Eyes Cherie,” “Put- 
ting on the Ritz,” “With You” and 
“Singing a Vagabond Song.” 





New numbers to get the final 
okay for pictures are “Wander 
Away” and “Cossack Love Song,” 
by George Gershwin and Herbert 
Stothart, “Liberty,” “Petrograd” 
and “Farewell,” all by Grant Clarke 
and Harry Akst, for FN’s “Song 
of the Flame”; Wolfe Gilbert and 
Abel Baer’s number for Zelma 
O’Neal and Jack Oakie in “Parae 
mount on Parade.” 





Will Jason and Val Burton are 
to write the complete score for 
“Laska,”’ western musical, and 
“Song of the Island,” Hawaiian 
operetta, to be produced by Tiffany. 


20 numbers for “Resurrection” and 
“Happy Daze,” now in production 
at the same studio. These were 
written within the past mont 
establishing some kind of a reco 
for songwriters now working on 
pictures. 





Because local night club oper- 
ators are facing one of the dullest 
periods in their history, every 
effort and trick is now being em- 
ployed to draw. Cocoanut Grove 
staged a First National-Warner 
songwriters’ night, a success as far 
as giving the diners a show is con- 
cerned, but no sensational draw. 
One-fourth of the attendance was 
made up of songwriters from every 
studio, as expected. 





Roosevelt Hotel’s Blossom Room 
has selected D. W. Griffith as its 
patron guest for the usual Monday 
night sessions. Many of the pic- 
ture colony big shots turned out 
for what was ballyhooed as a testi- 
monial dinner to the vet screen 
director. Billy Gibson, the New 
York jeweler, gets a night here 
soon to display his wares. 





To those who can't understand 
why songwriters are paid two sal- 
aries, one from the film studio and 
a drawing account from the pub- 
lisher, it might be explained that 
most of their time is devoted to 





granted by the copyright. 
point, it is felt, will be of chief im- 





portance in the general argument. 


This } 


rehearsing numbers and assisting 
jon stories, which makes it logical 
| that some compensation should be 
'made, 


Team just completed a total of - 


Serres 
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5S VARIETY 


NITE CLUBS—MUSIC 


Wednesday, December 18, a 











DISC REVIEWS 


By Bob 


Landry 





Horace Heidt 

Entertaining 
“0 ig are not supposed to be play- 
ing bands. Nevertheless Horace 
Heidt, showman that he admittedly 
is (and although his men on a stage 





do everything from trampoline to 
taking rabbits out of hats), sits 
down calmly in Victor’s wax works 
and tosses off “Turn on the Heat” 
and “Georgia Pines,” and there is | 
nothing but satisfaction to express 
and feet to move. 

On “Melancholy” he is reversed 
by Nat Shilkret’s version of “My 


Is in Your Hands.” 


Fate 


Guy caedinnds 

(Columbia 2045) There’s work for 
the ear in the ex-Chicagoan’s “Little 
by Little” and “Singing in the Bath- 
tub.” Things are happening sev- 
eral strata below the melody—weird 
counter-strains, trumpets calling to 
their mates, strings ogling saxes and 
a strange, baffling subterranean 
rhythm. It’s a record that will ap- 
peal to the generation nurtured on 
wa-wa. 

Will Osborne 

(Columbia 2044) Will Osborne, 
who is not a second fiddle, as com- 
monly supposed, but a drummer, 
combines “I Knew We Two Were 
One” and “They All Fall in Love” 
in the same measured cadences af- 
fected by Senor Vallee. Fair-to-so- 
so morsel for those on the two-four 
diet. 








Ipana Troubadours 
(Columbia 2052) “Molly” and 
“Alone in the Rain” (more wet 
weather but not threatening the 
M-G-M tune) are offered by the 





| Open Fireplace.” 


toothpaste propagandists. It’s from 
a forthcoming picture, “Grand Pa- 
rade,” and it is to be hoped the pic- 
ture doesn’t depend on these tunes. 

In other words, not a hot record. 





Vic Meyer’s Music 


(Columbia 2040-2026) Under the 
above billing is listed ‘‘“Melancholy’’- 
“Coner: atulations” and "Ee I’m 
Dreaming” and “Love Beside an 


First two are the 
surer combination. 

“If I'm Dreaming” is an interpo- 
lated number in First National’s 
version of “Sally. It's a 
thing, with rather better than 
age lyrics. 

“Love Beside an Open Fireplace” 
combines two well-established in- 
gredients, the tender pash and a 
domestic hearth. It still doesn’t 
ripple the surface. 


aver- 





Jackie Taylor 


(Victor 22217) Excerpts from 
“Song of Kentucky,” an impending 
cinema release, are “A Night of 
Happiness” and “Sitting by the 
Window.” Both are aenemic as to 
melody or appeal, so the orchestra 
|can’t be blamed if it’s just another 
record. 

Ted Wallace 

(Columbia 2046) “Love Ain’t 

Nothing but the Blues,” a _ well- 


established favorite, is reversed by 
“Lucky Me—Lovable You,’ whose 
slowness is intensified into monoto- 
ny by tedious percussion. Just fair. 





Marlow ‘Hardy’s Alabamians 
(Columbia 2048) These southern 
gentlemen offer “Song f the 
Bayou,” a swamp chant in The style 





———————— 





_ LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 











{ IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


Now Featured with 
IRENE BORDONI in “PARIS” 


Week Dec. 8: 
HANNA THEATRE, CLEVELAND 
VICTOR RECORDS 
EXCLUSIVELY 


DANNY CAIRNS | 


And His 
R-K-O MELODY BAND 
Vadeville’s Greatest Pit and Stage Band 
Now Playing Orpheum Theatre, 
LOS ANGELES 


FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
TROIT 



































| THE BRICK TOPS | 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


This Week, Riverside, New York 


Permanent Address 
North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
ORCHESTRA 


The Different Ensemble 


tation Feature 


COLISEUM THEATRE 


New York City 


OWEN FALLON | 
And His CALIFORNIANS 


Now Playing Second Year 


WILSON’S BALLROOM 
(Formerly Cinderella Roof) 


LOS ANGELES 





28 West 




















| TAL HENRY | 





| MAL HALLETT | 





and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 


Playing Baker Hotel 
Dallas, Tex. 
Exclusive Management 





AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
America’s Greatest Dance Band 
Bigger and Bette: Than Ever 

Personal Management 

CHARLES SHRIBMAN 














taresinn ties Salem, Mase 
VINCENT LOPEZ |'| THE MISSOURIANS | 
and His ORCHESTRA World’s Greatest Colored Band 
PELH HAM. HE ATH INN VICTOR ARTISTS 
seat ie, | hMAMRA MAL ROOM 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 


VICTOR RECORDS 


| B.A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edisen Ace Recording Orchestra 


ARTHUR WARREN 


Park Central Hotel Orchestra 
Broadcasting WEAF—WJZ 
ARK CENTRAL HOTEL 

w York, Now, Florentine Grill 
mat ‘Variety Masie & Entertainment 
1482 Broadway, New York, Suite 711 





























at 126th St., 


| JESSE STAFFORD | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
PALACE HOTEL 


SAN FRANCISCO 








Brunswick Recording 


pretty 





| ANSON WEEKS | 





AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now in Third Year at the 


HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 


San Francisco 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 





(PAUL WHITEMAN| 


And His Greater Orchestra 


Now Making 
“KING OF JAZZ” 








for Universal 
Personal Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 





Animal Floor Show 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Hotel Sherman here has a 





new idea to get biz. Stages an 
animal show gratis in the 
lobby. 


Frank Bering, manager, has 
brought his own nag to dance 
about the floors. At the same 
time Silver King, a dog stop- 
ping at the house, is being 
used. 

Some of 
have the four-legged draws 
registering, shaking hands 
with out-of-towners and act- 
ing as m. c, 


the gags in use 











and the much-recorded 
“Georgia Pines.” Some of their ef- 
fects and ideas are excellent, al- 
though they should reserve the cym- 
bal for other places. It doesn’t 
please the ear when reproduced 
from wax. 


of “Chloe,” 





The Royal Person 
(Columbia 2023-2047) Paul White- 
man is lost in an impenetrable or- 
chestration, a hazard of roving so 
far afield from the composer’s man- 
uscript in quest of the bizarre, 
the unique and the arresting in ar- 
rangements. 

“A Bundle of Old Letters’ and 
“Great Day” illustrate this strand- 
ing, although “Should I” and “With- 
out a Song” are less swaddled by 
too-fancy trappings. 

No objection to imaginative or- 
chestrations, except that for record- 
ing the melody must be retained and 
the instruments reduced to the ioad 
a disc can safely carry. 


High Hatters 
(Victor 22218) No reason to antic- 
ipate anything magnoscopic from 
“Hoosier Hop” and “I’m Following 
You,” fair numbers culled from “It’s 
a Great Life,” Duncan Sisters’ pic- 
ture. 

Spotting and plugging in picture 
may, of course, give the tunes a 
shove. Ballard MacDonald’s words 
are better than Dave Dreyer’s notes. 


HERE AND THERE 


Lloyd WHuntley’s orchestra, Col- 
lege Inn, Chicago, has been signed 
for commercial broadcasts by 
WBBM, Chicago. 

Jack Eagan, formerly of the Irv- 
ing Berlin staff in New York, is now 
associated with Donaldson, Douglas 
& Gumble, 














John Naddy left last week for 
Havana, where he will double be- 
tween the Almindarez hotel and the 
Jockey Club with his band. 





Ben Bernie opens in the Balloon 
Room, Congress Hotel, Chicago, 
New Year’s Eve for six weeks. 





Ernie Golden and band engaged 
for the Fox Fur Trappers’ hour 
broadcasts from WMCA, New York. 





Jack Crawford and his band sail 
for Florida, Dec. 28. Engaged for 
the season at Carter’s Million Dol- 
lar Pier, Miami Beach. 





Jan Garber orchestra at the Wal- 
ton Hotel, Philadelphia, starting 
Dec, 28. 

Howard Lanin has placed five of 
his bands in Florida resorts, in and 
around Palm Beach. Lanin outfits 


go into the Breakers Hote:, Royal 
Poinciana Bokar-Raton Rancho, 


Bokar-Raton Club and Cocoanut 
Grove. 


Akst Sues Richmond 


Harry Akst, back on a visit from 
the Coast, has started suit against 
Lou Schwartz, Harry Richman 
and the Club Richman alleging 
breach of contract. Akst declares 
he was engaged to play with his 
orchestra in the night place at $1,- 
600 weekly on an agreement for 
three years. He says he actually 
played but five weeks and now 
seeks damages. 


Theatres Proposed 


Bethel O.—$30,000. Grant Highway. 
Owner, Bethel Theatre Co. Architects, 
Cc. C. and EB. A. Weber. Policy not given. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥.—Owner, L. F. Werba. 








Contemplated. Site and architect not 
selected. 

Kansas City, Mo.-—$9,000,000. Also 
hotel, offices and garage. Owner, Steu- 
ben Club, Chicago. Architect, W. W. 
Achlager. 

Langhorne, Pa.—3i,000,000. (Linden- 
hall.) Lincoln Highway, east of Bell- 


view Ave. Owner, Langhorne Realty Co. 


Architect, L. Rones, Philadelphia. Policy 
not given. 

Loveland, O. — $25,000. Owner, W. 
Hills, Jr. Architects, C, C, and A. E. 
Weber. Policy not given. 

North Platte, Nebr.—(M. P.) $190,000. 
Also stores. Owner, Publix Corp. Archi- 
tect, J. Eberson, N. Y. C. 

Point Pleasant, N. J.—$100,000. Own- 


er, c/o Lee Newbury. Policy not given. 





Vincennes, Ind.—(M. . and vaude.) 
$100,000. 5th and Main Sts. Owner, T. 
Charles. 

Wichita, Kans.—Owner, J. C. Hart- 
man. Architects, Boller Bros, Kansas 
City. Policy not givea, 


| 
| 


|in Newport, Ky., 


Mary Durant Married in 


Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 


I'm going back to my mother in 
Chicago, and I guess I have good 
grounds for divorce,” Mrs. Mary 
Durant, 24, told police yesterday 
when she was taken into custody. 
Her husband and another man were 
also arrested in a fashionable hil!- 
top apartment for investigation of 
the recent $7,000 robbery of a grocer 
opposite Cincy. 
Mrs. Durant said her maiden 
name was Mary Alice McCue; that 
she was a dancer in the Wigwam, 
Windy City cabaret, last July when 
meeting her husband. To local au- 





thorities her husband is known as 
Lawrence Coates, 25. 

“He swept me off my feet with 
his lovemaking, money and presents 
of jewelry,” the disappointed wife 
said. “I never knew until we were 
arrested that his correct name is 
Coates. He treated me wonder- 
fully and I can hardly believe that 
he deceived me. When we were 
married he posed as the owner of 
several gambling houses. 

Coates’ companion is 
Jerus, 39. A revolver was found 
under a pillow in the room when 
detectives made the pinch. 

The men, arrested here on pre- 
vious occas:ons, deny connection 
with the holdup and were released 
on bond, and the former show girl 
also has regained her freedom. 


GEO. WALSH RELEASED 


In Jail for Alimony Since Dec. 3 


David 








In jail since Dec. 3 last for non- 
payment of alimony, George Walsh, 
night club entertainer, was released 
last week on recommendation of his 
wife, Sadie Walsh. She _ stated 
friends and associates of her hus- 
band had promised to deduct $50 
weekly for her from his salary. 

Affidavit submitted to N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice Wasservogel 
stated Mrs. Walsh is convinced her 
husband lagged $5,000 behind in ali- 
mony payments solely because he 
was out of work. 


Tex Guinan’s Chi Club 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Having decided to stay out of 
New York, Texas Guinan opens at 
the Green Mill night club Dec. 20. 
This move follows her profitable 
stay at the Club Royale last month, 
doubling from “Broadway Nights.” 

Miss Guinan is bringing in 18 
girls from the show which closed 
recently in Detroit. 

It is reported Miss Guinan has 
purchased an interest in the club, 
and that with Harry Voiler she wili 
take over the cafe from Leonard 








Leon and Leon Sweitzer, present 
owners. 
ANOTHER ‘DINTY MOORE’ SPOT 


Dinty Moore, band leader, is go- 
ing to operate his own night club. 
He has a percentage arrangement 
with the Alamac Hotel people 
whereby he takes the Blue Room 
and will open there Christmas Day. 

Moore will be host, m. c., band 
director and handy man. 





FORMER CHAMP’S ROADHOUSE 


Bridgeport, Dec. 17. 

Jack Johnson, former  heavy- 
weight champion, and who now has 
his own dance orchestra, is said 
to be interested in purchasing a 
roadhouse on the Boston Post Road. 

Locale is reported between here 
and New Haven. 


SIGNING TABS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Local club bookers report a rush 
of bookings for private clubs. 

Angle is that boys who were 
taken in the market are hanging 
around their clubs and demanding 
entertainment where they can sign 
the tab. 


ENCORPORA TIONS 


ew York 

Novelty Tatkiue Picture Corp., New 
York; C. Carlton Sand, Loretta Riess, 
Matilda Baskind. 

Unusual Photoplays, Ine., Manhattan, 
$10,000; Paul Abbott, Sydney H. Harris, 
Leon M. Brozman. 

Chary Concession Corp., 








New York, 
theatres, pictures; Jay Emanuel, William 
Reiner, Bertha Frucht. 

Worldart Pictures, Inc., Manhattan, 
theatres, pictures; Toby Hodes, Lillian 
Sonenshine, Myron M. Ellis. 

Dissolutions 

Superman Amusement Co., Kings. 

Berdon Theatrical Corp., New York. 


JUDGMENTS 


Friars, Inc.; Burns Bros.: $1,685. 
CineTone Corp.; State Industrial 
Commissioner; $206. 





M. & S. Circuit, Inc., 
Spiro: F. Tausend; $2,249. 
E. Ray Goetz; V. Kirely; $1,059. 


and Max 


Rush—Now Wondering 


“When I get out-of this trouble | 


Dance Halls Want Acts; 
Novelty Nites F lopping 


Flopping biz is provoking numer. 
ous dance halls in New York ang 
Brooklyn to play vaude acts Satur. 
day and Sunday evenings. Two or 
three acts are preferred, the turng 


appearing three times nightly on the 
dance floor. 


Professional ballroom team ig 
generally featured. Monologists who 
tell ’em spicy but not too rough 
gags and girl “poop” singers are 
also in demand. Salary scale aver- 
age $5 to $7.50 for singles and $19 
to $12 for teams. 

Dance contests and the various 
|novelty “nites” are dying out. One 


creep joint discovered its clientele 
had learned that all contests were 
in the bag and the prizes returned 
to the management. Same place 
then ran a contest on the level ag 
a convincer, but they wouldn't be- 








lieve it. 
NO LOOP CLUB 
| Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Ralph Gallet and Mike I“ritzel 
have closed the “Club Royale,” only 
Loop nite club \ 
Texas Guinan brought some 
dough during her stay, but grosses 
petered as soon as she left. 3e- 
sides, place has had trouble with 


the prohibition department. 








TAVERN 
| A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway ————~ 











TED HENKEL 








Musical Conductor 
and 


Presentation Director 


CIVIC THEATRE 


Auckland, New Zealand 
PITT ORCHESTRA OF 30 
STAGE BAND OF 20 


























A Paramount 
Radio Feature Over 
Station WABC 
and from 
The Paramount Grill in 
New York, is 
Roy Ingraham and His 
Orchestra 


Because his programs are para- 


mount, consisting as they do 
of such paramount numbers as 


“Singin’ in the Rain” 
“Just You, Just Me” 
and 
“How Am I to Know” 











CLIFF WINEHILL 


Master of Ceremonies 


“THE PEANUT MAN” 


At Coffee Cliffs 











47th St. and 7th Ave., New York 
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By Mark Vance 





The “7-11” period WJZ is a plug 
for the NBC artists’ bureau. Gives 
the studio staff a chance to do its 
stuff. Dave Grupp talks on big biz 
and market investments. May be a 


reason. Rudy Vallee’s music had 
no outside band as a side counter 
on WEAF for the Fleischmann 
hour. Vallee band imitating others 
took him away from the slow tempo 
for the time. Seiberling Singers 


(WEAF) sure have some male 
quartet. They strive for novelty 
and make it. James Melton a 
standout. 


Whammed Stiff 


Checker Cabbies back on WOR 
with Murray Kelner directing or- 
chestra. Usual dance numbers. 
Thanks to nifty piano playing the 
Lehn & Fink Serenade WJZ put 
new life into some of the old boys; 
fe-.stance “Ole’ Man River.” It’s 
th: apparent effort to change pace 
that will help the topical numbers 
whammed to death by air bands. 
Champion Sparkers WJZ reviving 
some former famous sports events 
by Phil Carlin doing the broadcast. 
The world series between the 
Yanks and Pirates interesting as 
Carlin did it. 


Aviation 
WOR continues aviation talk; 
dull to the bird who only knows 


that airplanes fly. Bernard Levitow 
and “dinner music” from WABC 
up to usual Levitow standard. 
Levitow attends strictly to his mu- 
sical knitting. Rundback’s (WABC) 
usual umpty-ump stuff... Midweek 
Sing (WEAF) better than usual for 
vocal effect. Mixed voices, 


Farmers 

Not much food for city dwellers 
in the banquet talks from the Amer- 
ican Agriculturists. Trade and 
Mark (WJZ). another of the Lam- 
bert-Hillpot vocal layouts. Andy 
Sanella gets workout here. His 
musickers showing tmprovement. 
Dialog deluge from WOR. didn’t 
register, Cinch the True Detective 
story from WABC didn’t win. Even 
attempt ‘to freshen by comedy 
didn’t help. much. Talked itself 
into exhaustion. Dave Mendoza and 
orchestra reeled off some more good 
music for the Maxwell House pe- 
riod WJZ. 


Hard Worker 

Lone Star Rangers (WOR) get 
some pretty neat harmony vocally. 
John White still warbling ditties 
from the plains. Their program 
doesn’t hit confliction any way, 
Some zippy music during Atwater 
Kent period WJZ. Victor program 
WEAF strong on classy music. No 
hot syncopation on WEAF until 
midnight as National Grand Opera 
followed Victor, presenting “Mar- 
tha” under Cesare Sodero’s direc- 
tion. Little doubt that this Sodero 
person is one of the hardest work- 
ers for air results. 





Lightning 

Ol Man Lightning himself on the 
air is Jack Fillman broadcasting 
the hockey game from the Garden. 
Fillman has no equal on this sort 
of miking. Red Lacquer and Jade 
WOR rather arty and why not? Get 
a load of the announcing: “The 
quintessence of reality and out of 
its arms, truth.” Following Fill- 
man’s hockey spieling the studio 
shoved the Swiss Trio into the 
breach. Some subdued § stringed 
music, 

Sanford Bates, supe of U. S. pris- 
ons, from WABC on what can be 
done to make prisons safer for 
criminals. Charles Johnson’s band 
got hot from WMCA. WRNY had 
some dreamy music by the Three 
Dreamers. 


Chinese Class 


Howard Emerson and orch from 
WOR ambitious. Playing Chinese 
restaurant in Brooklyn stepped out 
of its dance character and reeled 
off five favs from Victor Herbert’s 
works. Emerson deserves credit 
for the try. Jimmy Durante, the 
old nose master of the Clayton, 
Jackson and Durante aggregation, 
shook up his batting order. The 
schnozzler stepped up to the mike 
ahead of Lou Clayton and gave 
the fans to understand that Clay- 
ton, Jackson and Durante would 
give them better air service and 
proceeded to do so. More singing 
and clowning than just humdrum 
band music. 

Hal Kemp from WEAF got a bet- 
ter score than usually. Guy Lom- 
bardo made “St. Louis Blues’ hum. 
And Ann Leaf again changed her 
organ routine. 





Being Himself 

Will Osborne now Will Osborne 
on a regular Columbia system pe- 
riod. From WABC he did a Vallee. 
Orchestra keeps Howard Fashion 
Plates, WABC, from doing nose dive. 
Bob Sherwood and his circus tales 
(WJZ) have become the running 
brook of the NBC. Pierre Kaye 
(WEAF) and his music gab being 





’ 


|pretty vaporish entertainment, Gen- 


spiced without touching scandal. 
High time WRNY and the Varsity 
Vagabonds dropped football for an- 
other atmospheric subject. 








Johnstone and Saltpeter 

Droll humor in Will B. Johnstone 
(N® Y. World) interviewing Harry | 
Saltpeter, the World book reviewer, | 
who has turned author with “Dr. | 
Johnson and Mr. Boswell.” On | 
WRNY and a feature idea the sta- 
tion should follow with other celebs. 
Evelyn Hoey, musical comedy gir], | 


guest of Brown Bilt Footlights | 
(WABC). Her first song was her 
best. Program striving for novelty | 


in routine. Some more nifty music | 
from Rosario Bourdon’s orchestra | 
during Cities Service Concert | 
(WEAF). Not a bad foursome of 
warblers from WABC for Eversharp 
ommercial. Another act of “Naughty 
Marietta” from WJZ gave ensemble 
workout as well as soloists. Philco | 
has shown enterprise in broadcast- 
ing musicals like this. 








Still Laughing 

Somebody sang “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh,” on WABC. Good idea for 
WPAP to use what was termed 
“electrical transcription” on records 
for M-G-M shorts. Gives station 
decided variety of program. Billy 
Artz getting results from his band 
during Planters’ Pickers (WEAF). 
Arty routine came over WABC dur- 
ing Curtiss Institute period. 








| 

Koestner’s Symphony 

Vau Heusen period (WOR) of} 

usual calibre, with Helen Richards | 

heard to advantage. Joseph Koest- 

ner’s huge orchestra on WJZ for 

Armour program getting better all 

the time. Claudia Muzio, soprano, 
did some top-noting effectively. 





Pollack Back 

Mystery Hour with another epi- 
sode of a meller radio serial on 
WEAF. Still in experimental stage. 
Ben Pollack back on air via WABC. 
Pollack built up following and then 
dropped from air. Vincent Lopez 
on WEAF did some sweet ivory 
manipulating on “Mighty Lak a 
Rose.” Lopez band also working 
up piccolo effects. Park Central 
hotel music (WEAF) didn’t sound 
so good. 





Paul and RKO 

Paul Whiteman whipped in one 
of his best Old Gold hours in some 
weeks Dee. 10. Had the Brox Sis- 
ters assisting with probably the 
best vocal arrangement of “End of 
the Road” yet heard. Plenty easy 
on the ears from WABC. Whiteman 
has been speaking into the mike 
lately. Not so long ago just the 
suggestion of doing same would 
chase him down the block in mad 
flight. Contrary to the Whiteman 
rise, the RKO hour, WEAF, fell 
off. Reisman’s orchestra a pleas- 
ure, but slow outside of that. Evi- 
dently in a spot as they let Margaret 
Shilling repeat. RKO apparently 
building this soprano up for a vaude 
tour. Nice voice, but if she’s going 
to sing twice on the same program 
there’s got to be some attention 
paid the selections. RKO ether en- 
tertainment has spurted a bit of 
late, but last week's’ schedule 
wouldn't proye it. 

Schnozzles’ Weak 

From two to three Sunday after- 
noons can keep you in a chair if 
you're listening to WABC and 
Roxy’s symphony hour. Last week’s 
feature was the descriptive “Vic- 
tory Ball.” Interesting and excel- 
lently rendered. <A big orchestra 
which knows how. If Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante had to depend on 
their ether ability they'd be split- 
ting that lone tuxedo between them 
from necessity, not habit. Boys just 
don’t seem to care unto the point of 
it being doubtful if their enticing 
trade into Les Ambassadeurs 
through WMCA. Material they un- 
loaded late Sunday night can go as 
the first laugh they ever copped in 
Minneapolis. Might appreciate it 
out there, but odds on they lost 
more listeners than they gained in 
New York and Phillie. Band is okay. 
Trio better lay off themselves rather 
than have the air thing hurt them. 





Spots 

It won't be long until competitive 
placement of programs will figure 
more prominently in the radio lay- 
outs. Some of the regular weekly 
periods have found easy sailing on 
general comparison between NBC 
and the Columbia system. Even 
NBC seems to be weak sistering it 
against some of the big monied pro- 
grams, 

Take three simultaneous 
grams, and what have you? 
offered Chesebrough Real Folks, 
while the sister station, WEAF, 
had the General Motors Party, with 
WABC (Columbia) serving “An 
Evening in Paris.” No dice needed 
in the shake here as to which would 
get the preference from the dial 
players. Chesebrough is the yokel 
hoke stuff which of late has been 


pro- 
WIZ 


| Programs getting 





eral Motors had grand opera celebs, 





That Story Shortage 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Number of film studio story 
scouts are checking on radio 
programs using sketches to see 
if they hold any material for 
picture plots. 

Collier's Weekly hour is 
looked upon seriously here be- 
cause it features at least one 
story a week wherein the yarn 
is told in play form. 











Cehanovsky, Met baritone. “An 


Evening in Paris” was a mixture of | 


song, talk and child’s play. Spotting 
for hours is plenty important. 





Emergency Crews 


Two Jewish periods in one eve 
from the same station (WMCA) 
might best serve its commercials 


were they farther apart. One sells 
noodles and matzoths for the Good- 
mans, the other is a plug for Chase 
and Sanborn products. Some pretty 
good singing, one ensemble coming 
over effectively. WMCA does more 
zigzagging of its pickups, due to 
lack of commercials, perhaps, or big 
biz passing it up for the NBC or 
Columbia networks. Thus a studio 
emergency outfit is always doing 





Radio Leaders at Capitol 

In Behalf of Couzens Bill 

Washington, Dec. 17. 

Broadcasters have never been 
backward in asking Congress for 
special legislation. At present they 
are seeking to have the commission 
control one grand = organization, 
With the station to pay fees to sus- 
tain the commission. 

All of the radio leaders both in 
broadcasting and manufacture, 
have been here the past week urg- 
ing the Senate interstate commerce 
| committee, sitting on the Couzens 





| bill for a commission to control all 
communication, to create that mo- 
nopoly. Couzens bill wants the 
commission, but says nothing on 


the combination. 
Hearings resulted in making pub- 


| broadcasters. Radio commission 
submitted 340 answers to question- 
naires sent the industry. Of these 
168 made a profit—172 did not. Lat- 
ter, however, kept the losses within 
the $10,000 mark. 


Selling -10-Min. Canned 








yeoman service. Generally a stringed 
combo or a handy soprano. | 

Voice of Firestone, WEAF, had | 
Vaughn deLeath doing double duty | 
on the warbling. Franklin Bauer’s| 
gone on vacation. Miss deLeath is 
one of the few radio regulars who 
doesn’t tire. A. & P. Gypsies ap- 
parently striving for more class. 
heavier. Louise 
Bave, soprano, good voice; Oliver 
Smith, tenor; at times sounds bet- 
ter than others. 


Roxy Back 

Roxy back on duty with his Gang, 
WJZ: Male quartet a standout. In- 
gram Shavers in vocal and orches- 
tral program, WJZ, over nicely; 
popular numbers played with zest 
by Sam Lanin’s musickers. Ce-Co 
Couriers, WABC, had Merle John- 
son doing double duty. Directed his 
band and also played a sax solo of 
his own composition, “Valse Ele- 
gante.”” Oke. Norman Brokenshire 
pleasing in a sales talk on Ce-Co 
tubes, 





Edison program, WJZ, dedicated 
to Charles Dana Gibson. His fa- 
vorite music played. Judging from 
selections, C. D. is sentimental. 
Good orchestra, no matter what type 
of numbers. Physical Culture hour, 
WABC, going from bad to worse. 
Mellers were spotty, but more of the 
sexy gag now worked. Evidently 
considered better selling stuff for 
the air. That spieler for the Union 
Label period, WMCA, indorsed a 
human betterment principle; no 
doubt got nine rahs from the union- 
ists and a dozen razzes from the 
churches, 


WOR's Time Killer. 

“An Evening in Paris,” WABC, 
advertises a perfume. By the time 
the participants get together it’s 
quite a conglomeration. Troupers 
on WOR a time killer at best. 

General Motors, WEAF, copped 
everything with its Metropolitan g. 
o. music. And that Russian sure 
can sing. Not an explosive pair of 
pipes, but melodious and certain of 
its range. Ken-Rad Cabin Nights, 
WJZ, has a good quartet and piano 
playing that is nobody’s businessfl 
Later Guy Lombardo got the air- 
light for his music during Burns’ 
Panatella period, WABC. And the 
Ponce Sisters had an inning. Four 
Dusty Travelers stepped into the 
Dorian stringed outfit’s old WOR 
period. Best results on the vocal 
harmony. “The Eternal Question,” 
WEAF, wasn’t as engrossing as ex- 
pected. WMCA slipped in some 
studio artists and they did well. 
And from the Hotel Roosevelt WOR 
offered Governor Roosevelt as the 
principal speaker at the National 
Child Labor Committee’s gathering. 


Organist Strike Over 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 17. 
Strike of organists in three of 





the four Stanley-Warner houses 
here, has been settled. Strike on 
for almost five weeks. The walk- 


out was the result of dismissal 
of one of the organists in the Ritz 
theatre when Stephen Boisclair was 
engaged as director. Status now 
same as before the walkout. 





WLW’S STIFF RATE 


Station WLW, Cincinnati, a pow- 
erful broadcasting unit, and one of 
the stations picked up or the late 
dialings in other and far distant 
cities, and for this reason possess- 
ing an unusual position among in- 
dependent stations, is selling its 
own time. 

It is still loosely tied-in the Co- 
lumbia network, but under a vast- 
ly increased rate that is said to 
cost the Columbia chain money 
through its proportioning Cincinnati 
on its accounts at a much lower 
scale than WLW is now able to de- 


its last “party” featuring George | mand and get, 


Stuff to Small Stations 


A unique service for independent 
radio stations is being launched by 
George Fecke, formerly radio con- 
tact man for M-G-M. It is a 10- 
minute canned radio program with 
dialog, singing, specialties, all to be 
recorded by established performers, 
and made available to small sta- 
tiong at weekly service fees. 

Idea has been considereé before, 
but this is the first time a definite 
service has reached the point of 
cutting records. Fecke sent out the 
first experimental program last 
week. Programs are trade-labeled 
Vaud-a-Tone. 

Records are now being made in 
New York at the Sonora building. 

Fecke obtained his radio experi- 
ence through handling Hollywood 
gossip material provided to radio 
stations by M-G-M. This was writ- 
ten out for announcers to read. 





Fox British Music Rights 


Jimmy Campbell and Keg Con- 
nelly, of the ‘English publishing 
firm bearing their names, are in 
New York negotiating with Pat 
Flaherty for the British rights to 
Fox’s Red Star Music Company. 

Their contract with DeSylva, 
Brown and Henderson, which ex- 
pires about Jan. 1, will not be re- 
newed. Jimmy Campbell departs 
for the coast at the end of this 
week, where he will remain for 
about a month. Connelly will re- 
turn to England shortly. 


“Taps” Suit Settled 


Suit of “Taps” Schornstein, or- 
chestra booker, against Jan Garber, 
has been settled out of court. Gar- 
ber has agreed to pay “Taps” $1,000 
in installments as arranged by Atty. 
Saul Godwin. 

“Taps” wanted $6,050 on claim 
that Garber was to have continued 
under his booking until Jan. 1, 1930, 
but had broken away in July, also 
owing other bills. 


Church Plug 


Euclid Avenue Baptist Church {n 
Cleveland had a group of Sunday 
school children on the platform in 
slickers using “Singing in the Rain” 
as part of the minister’s sermon on 
being cheerful in the face of trouble. 


CARUSO OVERTURE OUT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

Musicians local last week forced 
Elias Breeskin, conductor at Penn, 
to lift overture after first day. 
Breeskin had number in which he 
introduced Caruso’s voice on record, 
augmenting this with his pit ag- 
gregation. 

Operators local had agreed with 
musicians not to run any non-syn- 
chronized discs. 


RETAIN CUSTOM 


In line with a custom started last 
year, the American Society is pay- 
ing off American and foreign roy- 
alty checks to authors and com- 
posers at the end of this week as 
a Christmas gift to the boys. 

















Moves Into Warner Building 

As heac of the Warner music in- 
terests, one of Herman Starr’s first 
moves is -o order the removal of the 
music holding coporation offices to 
the fifth floor in the Warner build- 
ing. 

Change will take place within a 
week. Music interests are the last 
of the brothers’ subsidiaries to be 
| nrought in. 





lic figures on profit and loss of the | 


‘$200,000 ‘SPOT’ POLICY; 
- DISKS FOR 40 STATIONS 


That spot broadcasting is coming 


jinto favor over chain hookups by 


| big ether advertisers, plus the use 
jof canned music, is indicated by a 
;plan about to be put into operation 


by the Congoleum- Nairn, of 
|} Kearney, N. J. Company has ap- 
|propriated $200,000 for air adver- 
tising to take in 40 different stations 
in as many cities over a series of 
l eight week periods, employing all 
these stations for five days each 
week, 

One reason for this is that under 
ithe “spot” plan the company can 
select the most powerful station 


in any locality where a chain may 
| have weak link. Another is the at- 
jtaining of desirable hours on the 
jclock regardless of sector. 


Though seemingly more expen- 
| sive, whatever overhead the adver- 
tiser may contract by spotting 


separate stations, the general cost 
|is reduced by the decrease in enter- 
jtainment charges through use of 
|the disk programs. Congoleum’s 
;campaign, put through The Erick- 
son Co., also agents for Technicolor, 
will supplement the musical end of 
the broadcast drive by 15 minute 
talks to be given at each station on 
separate days by one of a group 
jot eight women home economic ex- 
; perts selected for the campaign. 
{Music will comprise 15 minutes of 
each program, every program then 
jrunning a half hour. 

Of the eight women selected to 
tour the various stations, oné is a 
former editor of a woman’s mag- 
azine, while three others formerly 
worked for the Home Institute of 
the New York “Herald Tribune.” 

Smedley Brown, marketing direc- 
tor of the Erickson Co., doped -eut 
the idea. 


[Federal Radio Cotmmission 
Worries About Television 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Coming of television and visual 
broadcasting is going to present 
plenty of trouble for the federal ra- 
dio commission, says the annual re- 
port of that body to Congress. 

This will require special wave 
lengths, with the broadcasting of 
motion pictures estimated to re- 
quire a band in excess of 1,000 kilo- 
cycles to give satisfactory results: 




















Hallett’s Long Jump 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Mal Hallett and orchestra, after 
closing at the Ambassador hotel, 
Los Angeles, proceed to Ithaca, 
N. Y., to play for the three-night 
festivities that go with the Junior 
Prom of Cornell University. 

The band receives $2,000 for the 
engagement. 





RECORD AND FILM SERIES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Neal Abel and Walter Percival 
will make a series of 20 records 
dealing with the adventures of 
“Wildcat,” colored hero of Hugh 
Wylie’s Saturday Evening Post 
stories. 

Records are being made for the 
Sheel Oil Co., which will use them 
for national and sectional broad- 


‘|easting. Abel ‘and Percival have 


also secured the screen rights for 
the Wylie stories and will make 
them as shorts. 





GLADLY MISINFORMED 
Seattle, Dee. 17. 

Just before his last performance 
of an eight months’ engagement as 
musical director at the Fox, Sam- 
pietro received word that his 
mother had died. 

Going on with a solo, Sampietro 
rushed to Portland immediately 
afterward, to find his mother alive. 
Sight of her son so stimulated her 
that Mrs. Sampietro is recovering. 





Donaldson Returns 
Walter Donaldson returned to 
New York Friday. Donaldson has 
been writing songs on the Coast 
since last July. 








Davis-Coots-Engle’s Nine 
Davis, Coots & Engle is printing 
nine of the 11 numbers in “Sons 
Guns.” 
This Is an 
to reach publication from one pro- 
, duction, 





unusually large lead. 
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VANCOUVER TERROR 


REDEEMS AT GARDEN 


McLarnin in Again — Kayos 
Ruby Goldstein in Two 
Rounds 


—————— 


By JACK PULASKI 


After the flop fight between Phil 
Scott and Otto Von Porat, it was a 
surprise to see an $88,000 (net) 
house at the Garden Friday night. 
The big turnout came to see Jimmy 
McLarnin do his stuff, and he did. 
Forty seconds in the second round 
Ruby Goldstein was cold. 

How they figured Goldstein, East 
Side lightweight hope, until Ace 
Hudkins tapped him on the chin, 
Was good enough to get aganst the 


Vancouver terror, only his manager 


knows. Perhaps it was just the 
dough. Ruby’s share of the gate 
was probably 20 QG’s. 

Evenly matched as to size and 


weight, being within one-half pound 
of each other at 144 and both legiti- 
mate welters. 3ut that was all. 
Last time Baby Face Jimmy per- 
formed at the Garden he was very 
bad, showing nothing against Ray 
Miller, who had stopped him in De- 
troit. McLarnin is so much afraid 
of Miller’s left that he kept his own 
right mit covering hif eye all 
through that miserable event. Per- 
haps Goldstein figured Jimmy would 
act the same way. 

3ut it was all different. McLar- 
nin acted as though he didn’t care if 
Goldstein hit him with horseshoes. 
He waded in from the start, 
hooking the left and shooting the 
right. Ruby didn’t stall. He let go 
his vaunted straight right, and it 
seemed to hit McLarnin on the but- 
ton—to no purpose. Jimmy took a 
eouple of such socks calmly and re- 
gaining his balance, left-hooked 
Ruby to the floor. That was when 
the first round was coming to a 
close. Ruby took a nine count and 
stuck until the bell. 

The second round had hardly 
started when Jimmy sent the right 
to Ruby’s chin and the sleek Goldie 
went through the ropes, almost 
landing on the telegraph instru- 
ments. Referee Magnolia waved Mc- 
Larnin away to a corner and told 
the newspapermen not to help Gold- 
stein back into the ring. 


Not Long 


Ruby made the return all right, 
but it wasn’t long then. The next 
sock from Vancouver sent him flat 
and motionless. Magnolia picked 
Goldstein up in his arms as if a 
sack and carried the dazed kid to 
his corner, ‘ 

The odds were three to one on 
McLarnin, meaning a knockout, be- 
cause it was two to one Goldie 
wouldn’t come up for the third 
round and even coin he wouldn't 
show for the fifth. No doubt about 
Ruby’s courage last Friday. 

The welterweights better look out 
for this McLarnin. Jackie Fields, 
the champ, may outspeed and out- 
smart him, but hardly any others. 
There are many who will bet that 
Jimmy will be the next champion of 
the class, and they won't be wrong. 
McLarnin tried for the lightweight 
title, but was not fast enough for 
Mandell, and grew too heavy, any- 
how. 

Kid Kaplan’s Fight 

Louis Kid Kaplin, former feath- 
erweight champ, heat Andy Calla- 
han, left-handed Boston light- 
weight, in the semi-final. The Kid 
was tilted over forsa short count in 
the first, but once Kaplan got go- 
ing, he wore down Andy with body 
punishment, and in the. seventh 
scored a knockdown himself, Good 
going it was. 

In the first 10-rounder, Andy Di- 
vodi lost to Canada Lee, colored 
welter. Divodi went down as the 
bell sounded at the end of the first 
round and his knees wabbled as he 
tried to trot to his corner. The white 
boy recovered enough to put up a 
very g00d_ exhibition. He was 
grogged a couple of times later, but 
in the last two rounds was on the 
winning end, Lee being dizzy, too. 


FORE 


Pathe Hollywood studio employ- 
ees are organizing a second studio 
tournament, to be played at the 
Fox Hills country club. John Mes- 

F cal, George Bertholon and Harvey 
Leavitt are making the arrange- 
ments, 





John Mescal, Pathe cameraman 
on the coast, has been appointed 
Caytain of the Fox Hill country 
club team. He won the m. p. 
tournament last year with a 73. 


Mullen’s Shires Campaign: 
Chi Thinks It Great Stunt 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Jim Mullen, who financially rode 
from the top to the bottom pro- 
moting fights, is on his way to a 
comeback. Return trip is on a nat- 
ural ballyhoo that has every paper 
in town biting like bass after a 
famine, Art Shires. Around here 
it’s called the greatest p. a. stunt 
since the endurance dancing con- 
tests. 


Mullen figures on cleaning up in 
the next month or so with the 
White Sox first baseman. Heavy- 
weights who couldn’t stand up 
against second rate amateurs have 
been offered $500 to let Shires swing 
at ’em. If the bragging ball player | 
ean weather two or three more 
shots at unknowns, the nuisance’s 
match against Hack Wilson next 


month will be a sellout for Mullen. 





ORIENTAL 


(Continued from page 41) 


were over on appearance and style. 
Presentation closed with a jazzy, 
noisy jumble, the outstanding bit 
being a toe dance in ragtime by one 
of the Three Marvels. 

“Marriage Playground” (Par) fea- 
ture. Sound short, “Hell's Bells,” a 
Walt Disney idea, clicked. Organlog 
and news completed the outlay. 
Loop. 


LOEW’S MT. VERNON 


ALBERT MAGNES 

Albert Magnes, 55, musician and 
arranger, with the Charles B. Mad- 
dock staff for 15 years, died Dec. 9 
at his home in Bayside, L. L., of sep- 
tic poisoning. His widow and 
daughter survive. 

Mr. Magnes played both violin 
and piano. He had directed or- 
chestras and acts and helped Mr. 
Maddock in staging as well as ar- 
ranging the music for all his big 
turns. His last active directing was 
with Maddock’s unit, headed by 
Kelso Brothers. He had also direct- 
ed the music during the making of 





|shorts for Pathe by Maddock. 


Interment in Bayside. 

LESLIE W. WEIR 
Leslie W. Weir, 40, western sales 
manager for Pathe, died Dec. 12 
in Hollywood Hospital from a rup- 
tured appendix. 
Mr. Weir started in film business 
12 years ago as salesman for Uni- 
versal and worked his way up to 
western division manager. ater he 
was with P. D. C. and with Pathe 
in similar capacity following 
merger. 
Deceased is survived by a widow 
whom he married three years ago. 


IN MEMORY OF 


RAY KING 


Who Passed Away 
December 10, 1929 





Mt. Vernon, N. Y., Dec. 12. 

One of the prettiest business get- 
ters in the suburban portion of 
Loew’s chain, this Mt. Vernon, with 
2,500 seats, is 
townsfolk as the place to go in 
droves for pictures. Here even the 
matinees pay expenses, 

Until R-K-O put vaude in Proc- 
tor’s, this Loew emporium had 
practically no competition. As an 
example, books show that for five 


consecutive weeks last spring the 
house did SRO every night. Now 
it concedes there is another good 


house in town. Business, with snow 
and sleet, found theatre over half 
filled at second projection. This 
with the feature, “Frozen Justice,” 
declared not so hot. 

Recent features like “Flight,” 
“Marianne” and “Sweetie” are said 
to have proven magnets. Things 
kept fresh by picture changes three 
times weekly. 

Take-in of house for past year 
is figured around 20% over 1928. 
Sound gets part of credit although 
installation was made in October 
a year ago. 

Theatre is 4% years old. Man- 
aged by a young chap, Bentham, 
who knows the business; especially 


that angle of leaving customers 
with the nice impression. Girl 
ushers well rehearsed. 

Roomy mezzanine, lobby and 


hallway with attractive blue-red 
lighting. Round settee downstairs 
used by girlies to wait for boy 
friends. Admission 15-50. 

Waly. 


NEW YORK CHATTER 


(Continued from page 46) 








Event was held up an hour because 
the guest of honor lost his way. 
Blossom MacDonald (Green and 
Blossom-vaude) is a sister of 
Jeanette MacDonald of pictures. 
Well, what of it Oh, nothing, only 
you might like to know. 

‘The Max Richards (Chi agent) 
are awaiting their second. While 
in New York last week Richards 
went around picking up checks and 
toys. 

Report that Harry Cohn is com- 
ing east is a canard. Only interest 
Gower street’s pride has in this 
seaboard is still a cruiser. He'll be 
on to look over the crafts after the 
Aqua Caliente annual, 

George McKay had a Pathe con- 
tract in four figures and had spent 
two days rehearsing when the re- 
cent fire ruined the uptown studio. 
McKay concedes Harlem to his op- 
ponent. 

Lillian Gish is coming east Dec. 
24 to spend the Christmas and New 
Year's holidays with her mother, 
who resides in New York. Her first 
talker, “The Swan,” has just been 
completed. 

Parody club has a new lease on 
life as a “nut” club, with the three 
Walker Bros., Harry Delson and a 
revue of eight girls and a blues 
singer. Everybody gets a big hand 
and an-announcement—celeb or not. 
If. Mr. and Mrs. Judson R. Stack- 
pole of Newark enter, a_ fellow 
walks to the table, inquires the 
name and the show is halted to an- 
nounce: “Guess who's here!” 

Midnight wedding is latest space 
grabbing prank attempted by 
Broadway night club when Magis- 
trate Louis Broadsky ceremonied 





Harry J. Conley and Co. 


' Managers of all the exchanges un- 
recognized by the] der his jurisdiction attended the fu- 
neral in Los Angeles on Tuesday. 





NELLIE SMITH 
Nellie Smith, veteran actress, died 


in San Francisco, Nov. 25, after a 
long illness. 
on the stage in the days before the 


She was best known 


1906 earthquake in ’Frisco. She 
was a. choir singer prio: to her 
stage career and a leader in the old 
Madison Square Dramatic Club. 
She was the sister of Jessie 
Crowley, vaudevillian, and is sur- 
vived by seven children, 


JOHN J. HONAN 
John J. Honan, 55 (Helen Honan 
and Folks), dropped dead in his 
dressing room in the old Howard 
theatre, Boston, Dec. 13. 
News story of his death appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 





CHARLES MITCHELL 
Charles Mitchell, 45, picture actor, 
died by his own hand Dec, 14 at 
a Hollywood hotel. He is survived 
by his wife and daughter, Maxine. 


Mrs. Lillian Bronson, 58, mother 
of Earl Bronson, of Bronson and 
Renee, vaude, died Dec, 12 at Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Burial was in that 
city Dec. 14. Mrs. Bronson was 
the wife of the late William S. 
Bronson, who was in show business 
years ago with Thatcher, Primrose 
and West’s Minstrels and also 
Haverly’s Mastodon Minstrels. Be- 
sides Earl Bronson, a daughter, 
Mrs. Leo Le Clear survives. 





The brother (William E. Stratton) 
of the late General Tom Thumb 


(Charies FE. Stratton) died in 
Bridgeport, Conn., Des. 9. 
The wife of George Davis, of 


Davis & Reid, makers of stage 
scenery, Philadelphia, died Dec. 13. 





Bowman at Stadium 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 
John F, Bowman is now conven- 
tion manager of the Chi Stadium. 
Job carries title of general man- 
ager, but Bowman will have noth- 
ing to do with sports shews, 





Mugivan’s Operation 
Peru, Ind., Dec. 17. 
Jerry Mugivan is on his way to 
the Mayo Bros. hospital for a seri- 
ous operation for double hernia. 
After the operation Mugivan will 
go to Hot Springs. 





morning, at the Krazy Kat Club, 
formerly the Parody. Groom is 
pianist with .club’s band and his 
wife is in the floor show. Ceremony 
performed before newspaper camera 
battery and club’s customers. 

For two years a young couple, 
both night club dancers, have been 
see-sawing each other, such that 
their romance is one of the most 
curious on the Street. When they 
are both out of work they get along 
fine, but if the boy gets a job he 
high-hats the girl, and when she 
is working while he lays off she 
hats him. Yet when they both are 
working they patronize each other, 








nuptials of Rupert Biggadki and 





but it isn’t the same love as when 





Miss Dean Louvideau, Thursday 


they're both broke ; 


“Cook Book” Racket 
Newest Winter Game 


Chicago, Dec., 17. 


The newest scheme among un- 
employed showmen is called “The 
Cook Book” game. Agent goes into 
a small town and visits a chapter 
of the Eastern Star or other lodge 
and offers 500 40-page cook books, 
with lodge or club name in gold on 
the cover free. 

All he asks is that organizations 
give him list of merchants they 
patronize. With women solicitors 
he then calls on merchants and digs 
for page ads. Gets 20 pages ads 
and then turns over the 500 books 
to lodge, which lodge in turn sells 
at its own figure. 

Books cost $325 per five thou- 
sand. Four to six towns are work- 
ed in line. The smaller burgs are 
going strong for the idea as the 
lodge or club has no work and gets 
500 books gratis. 


RADIO CAREERS 


(Continued from page i) 








started in radio hoping for the talk- 
ing pictures, are now satisfied to 
radio. Once the. radio public fa- 
vors performers they won't let them 
off the air. 

Steady and lucrative work is the 
reward, without the hazards at- 
tached to other forms of the show 
business. 

There are no wearying rehearsals 
or steady grind in a part.- Lines 
are read from the script in front 
of the mike. The dramatic end of 
radio work is increasing all the 
time and salaries are far larger 
than they once were. 

Any number of ineligibles are 
given radio auditions. Out of 1,000 
women and 1,000 men tried out last 
year, one-third of the men and one- 
fifth of the women had voices that 
registered. Last week an audition 
was given at a New York studio 
to a man and a girl who desired 
to play a melody on their teeth with 
a lead pencil for the radio, and to 
an elderly woman who had taken a 
singing course for the purpose of 
going on the air. 

If a person has a versatile voice, 
roles in the dramatic end of radio 
work are anything but limited. 
If a woman of 50 can read an en- 
genue role convincingly, all the bet- 
ter. People can act parts over the 
radio that they would never get a 
shot at on the stage. The more 
interchangeable they are, of course, 
the more they are in demand, 

If the radio audience could see 
the assortment of incongruous per- 
sons who sound convincing in their 
parts on the air, a surprise and 
good laugh would be had by all. 





CARNIVAL MAN BURIED 


Galveston, Tex., Dec. 17. 

Charles Hainkly, ride foreman of 
the Morris & Castle shows, was 
buried here Sunday (15) after ef- 
forts to locate relatives failed. 

Hainkly, with O. W. Oldham of 
Houston, also an employee of the 
carnival, was drowned Nov. 24 
while on a fishing trip. Oldham’s 
body was recovered last Tuesday; 
Hainkly’s was found Saturday. 





MARRIAGES 


Edna Fischer to Milton C. Hayes 
in Berkeley, Cal., Dec. 11. Bride 
radio pianist KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Esther Cissie (Esther Howard) 
to Joseph Downing (non-pro) Dec. 
14 in Rye, N. Y. Bride is dancer. 

Harry Wallen, with Fanchon & 
Marco, to Adelaide Bryson, non-pro, 
in Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 





NEW ACTS 


Joe Rollo and Joe Kelly (former- 
ly Rollo and Star). 

Blaine Lenore and Ely have split. 
Ely now with Davis Brothers. 

Sadie Banks, three act, “Lady 
Racketeergs.” 

George Wilson and Co. (formerly 
Wilson and Addie). 

Mabel Elaine and Agnes Burr. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Price, in 
Chicago, Dec, 4, daughter. Father 
in legit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Mitchell in 
St. Vincent’s Hospital, Los Angeles, 
Dec. 7, son. Father is songwriter 
(Goettler, Conrad and Mitchell). 





Paramount has changed title of 
“The Old Lady Shows Her Medals,” 
which Richard Wallace directed, to 





“Seven Days’ Leave.” 





THREE INDOOR DATES 


St. Louis, Dec, 17, 
The 101 Ranch lost approximate. 
ly $75,000 on its three indoor ep. 
gagements, Boston, New York ang’ 
St. Louis. The latter town was the’ 


bloomer of them all, despite the 
fact that biz in N. Y. was poor. 

The show during 1929 rolled up 
a profit of $100,000 on its outdoor 
season, 

A strong newspaper tie-up here 
failed to draw over 1,000 at the 
opening, after which the receiptg 
went on the toboggan. Weather 
was ideal, but the arena is 11 miles 
from town. 








Cronin Barnes Show Boss 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Sylvster (Buster) Cronin, who 
last year managed the Al. G, 
Barnes circus, will have the same 
position in 1930. 


Cronin is the only manager to be 
appointed so far for next season, 

The others under consideration 
have not been confirmed by the 
Ringling office. All general agents 
will be allowed. to hire their own 
car managers, press agents ahead 
and advertising crews. Before the 
contracts are given, however, the 
Ringling office will pass on the men, 





Iowa Fairs for Games 

Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 17. 
The 22d annual convention of the 
Fair Managers’ association of Iowa 
was held here Dec. 9 and 10. 


The cleaning up of the midway 
was advocated. The old-time 
“hootch” girl show and bare leg ate 
tractions are held to be “out,” ale 
though chance games are still rece 
ognized. 





Clown, 99, Dies 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
William J. Fisher, 99, for two gen- 
erations a circus clown, died Dec, 11 
at Shelbina, Mo. 





Two Indoor Circuses 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 

The Chi Stadium will have a cire 
cus for a week in April as will the 
old Coliseum, 

Trick will be booked out of the 
Ringling office and will be the same 
show, giving Ringling a chance to 
determine which building is the best 
draw. 





Sells Opening Date 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Sells-Floto circus will open the 
Coliseum here April 6. Length of 
engagement not set. 





NOTES 


Bernie Smuckler, special agent 
last season of the No. 2 Ruben & 
Cherry Shows, will be with the 





Royal American Carnival in the 
same capacity in 1930. 
Sam Gordon, concessionaire for 


many years at the White City in Chi. 
has framed two shows along lines 
of Lew Dufour’s “The Unborn.” 
Can’t use the title as Dufour has 
it covered, but has the same type 





of show. Looking for spots for 
them. 
indoor circus planned by the 


Shrine of Hartford, Conn., for Feb. 
17. The feature acts include May 
Wirth. 





The 101 Ranch circus will make 
no changes in 1930 personnel. Show 
will open early in March at Ponca 
City, Okla., and will have 38 cars 
on the railroad contract. R. M. 
Harvey will again be. general agent. 





Clif Sparks has made a down pay- 
ment on the Andrew Downie truck 
circus. Figures on resellling to 
Charles Sparks. 

Ellsworth Plumstead, known 2S 
“Uncle Ezra” over the Chautauqua 
routes has been appointed an- 
nouncer over KMDC at Kansas City. 
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Englewood | 


Consistently noticeable in this 
south side house on Tuesday nights 
is the preponderance of adults on 
the main floor and boisterous high 
school boys in the balcony. Tues- 
day night, with nine or 10 acts, con- | 
tinues to show big business, but the | 
management still has to put up with 
palcony heckling. 


Rill was shorter than usual, with- 
out satisfying pace until the sixth 
act. Frazer Brothers, two acrobats, | 


opened to nice returns but cling to! 
their slow-motion timing and con- | 
tinue to play to each other instead |} 
of the house. Les and Gladys |! 
Frank, bellhop tapster and girl at 
the piano, commenced weakly and 
were never strong even in this 
house. 

Mildred Andree and Co., five danc- | 
ing girls with violins and a man | 
soft-shoe dancer, opened slowly but | 
clicked with their two final quintet 


arrangements, Hoofing specialties 


below family standard. Sherman 
and Wallace, mixed comedy team, 
eould have snapped their act up 


with a faster rendition of “Colleg- | 


jate”’ in opening. Double dancing | 
finish boosted them. | 

Another musical novelty in | 
Dewey, Adams and Herman, who, | 
though portraying backwoodsmen, 
forget their parts in action and 
speech. Saw-fiddle number could | 


have been a high spot but for poor 
execution. Washboard finish saved. 

Page and Cortez, little sailor and 
big Spanish girl, were very satisfy- 
ing with songs, dancing and cross- 


Rough treatment low comedy | 


fire. 
continues to score. Harry Hart’s 
good showmanship and nickel | 


player-piano imitation got over. Le} 
Grohs, two men and woman in funny 
eontortions and acrobatics, kept the 
house in an uproar next to closing, 
and there were no walkouts for the 
flash act, “Portraits” (three men 
and three girls), strengthened by a 
sensational apache dance for this 
house. 

“Shanghai Lady” 


(U) and news 


cips completed. Loop. | 
Belmont 
Audience dozed through the 


“showings” Friday night, and didn’t 
show life until start of the regular 
bil’. 
anders, ball jugglers, opened 
ani snowed quality with comedy 
manipulation by the man. This act 
was formerly Alexander Bros. and 
Evelyn, now split, with the other 
Alexander brother doing a single 
juggling turn. 
Bristol and Bell didn’t mean a 
thing with weak chatter, and man- 
aged just slight response with 








When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 

















A. H. WOODS’ 


DELP Hy Datats. Wed. & Sat. 


Clark at Madison 


LEW LESLIE’S 


“BLACKBIRDS” 


| where. 


|cleaned up with his drunk clown- 


| signed 


WOODS THEATRE BUILDING—CENTRAL 0644-4401 i oon 


wouldn’t stay put, and a 


| 


his arm and shoulder. At the sec- 
ond show, the lion knocked Labero 
to the floor, injuring him so the act 
was forced to close, 





“After 
D., 


Dark” closed at Fargo, | 
last week. Entire cast has 
petition to Equity to per- 
mit reopening in Milwaukee, Dec. | 


N. 























on the trampoline can’t miss any- 
On the whole an excellent 
but femme hoofing 
George Broadhurst, 
quiet acts, 


acrobatic turn, 
bit is ga-ga. 
coming on after eight 


ing, although his act at present 
doesn’t compare with former rou- 
tines. 

Closing were the Paul Yocan 
Dancers, an excellent turn, staged 
and dressed with a swank touch 
that can’t miss. Dances are classi- 
cal and ballroom, and all executed 
splendidly. Can make the grade 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—‘“‘Hard to Get.” 
Davidson—Dark. 
Gayety— Burlesque. 
Garden—"Footlights and Fools.” 
Majestic—‘'So Long, Letty.’’ 
Merrill—“‘The Mighty.” 
Palace-Orpheum—“Great Gabbo.” 
Riverside—“‘The Racketeer”; vaude. } 
Strand—‘Sunny Side Up.” | 
Wisconsin — “Return of Sherlock 
Holmes”; stage show. 








The open shop labor policy will 
continue at the Auditorium, Mil- 
waukee’s civic built showhouse. The 





anywhere. 
“Saturday Night Kid” (Par) fea- 
ture. Loop. 





Tivoli, new 2,000-seat house of 
Publix-Great States, at Aurora, Il., 
will be opened Xmas day. 





Essaness has returned the Gold 
and the 20th Century, two southside 
grinds ,to the Cooper Bros. Essan- 
ess took over active operation of 
these houses last July. The Cooper 
boys have been dickering for some 
time for the return of the theatres, 
now that they are making money 
again, but have only recently been 
able to raise sufficient money to pay 
off Essaness. 





Fastest, Funniest, Most Tuneful 
Musical Revue Ever Presented 
Original New York and Paris Cast 














ILLINOIS Mats. Wed.-Sat. 
ZIEGFELD SENSATION 


SHOW BOAT 


(In the Flesh and Blood) 
With CHARLES WINNINGER 


ERLANGER Mats. Wed. and Sat. 


Now Playing 


BERT LYTELL 
“BROTHERS” 


Thrill ing Romantic Melodrama 











RKO WOODS 
BETTY COMPSON 
ERICH VON STROHEIM 


“THE GREAT GABBO” 








{ 
}: 
A Sono-Art World Wide Picture | 


Charlie Cottle, formerly assistant 
to Lou Lipstone, has been promoted 
| to manager of the Grand Riviera, 
Detroit. House will be operated as 
la deluxe with stage show. 

Lake Shore productions, stock 
jcompany at the Evanston theatre, 
closed Saturday, with salaries paid 
by bond held by Equity. Company 
sponsored by J. E. Hutchinson, who 
runs a tea shop. 

Richard Israel has sold his leases 
on the Halsted (800) and Waverly 
(700), unwired neighborhood houses, 
to Sam Halperin and Samuel Kar- 
sek for $15,000. In effect Jan. 1. 











Rainbo Gardens will have a floor 
revue Jan. 5. 





Peggy Charters is producing re- 
vues for two-nite spots. 





lager of the Publix-Crocker, Elgin, 
| In. 





Gene Greene’s home in Baldwin, 


| burglars. 

Labero, of animal hypnotic act, 
lost control of the lion during the 
isecond day at the Belmont last 
week. and lion bruised him up pret- 
At the first show, the lion 


| 
| 
| 


| ty badly. 











IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 








| board 


Elmer Fitzgibbons is house man- | 


Mich., was ransacked last week by | 


; declined to unionize the 
building by employing none but 
union mechanics, as requested by 
labor union leaders. 





_ Brin Theatres will open a new the- 
atre in Appleton Christmas Day. 





Davidson for Christmas week. 





Davidson will hold “Journey’s 
End” for a second week. Theatre 
was to have gone dark. 





Seven independent theatres in 
Racine, representing $1,000,000 in- 
vestment in buildings and equip- 
ment, will be closed Jan. 1 unless 
the owners obtain more satisfactory 
release dates on second runs from 
two chain theatres holding first run 
rights. 

At the present time a picture 
which has been shown in one of the 
chain houses cannot be exhibited in 
an independent neighborhood house 
until 9 months or a year later. 


MEMPHIS 


By WALTER D. BOTTO 


Loew's State — “The 12th Chair’; 
vaude. 

Orpheum—“‘Paris’’; vaude. 

Loew's Palace—‘‘Half Way to Heaven.’ 

Pantages—“‘Flight.”’ 

Prineess—“Out Yonder.” 

Beauty—‘‘Hearts Adrift.” 

Strand—‘‘Four Feathers.” 











} out the 


operators until Emile 
| Umann, 


local manager, agreed to 


and which 


does not expire until 
Poe Ba 





Crystal Gardens, night club, 
stroyed by fire. 


Legit business here is “standing 
up,” as usual “Chauve-Souris”’ on 
four performances got $1,841; “Jour- 
| ney’s End,” $2,164 in four perform- 
jances; “Padlocks of 1928,” $1,141 in 
| three performances, and “Vagabond 


King” gave away a ticket to every- 
one who bought one, and then got 


only $2,110 in three performances. 


A. B. Morrison, former manage1 
of Pantages theatre, now manager 
of Loew's Palace. 


“Gold Diggers,” at Pantages, did 
the biggest week’s business ever 
done in Memphis with pictures.:; 
1 Over $21,648, 


“Follow Thru” underlined at the | 


Pantages theatre orchestra called | 


| live up to their contract signed by | 
Rodney Pantages about a vear ago | 


de- 
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By HARDIE MEAKIN 


Belasco (Shubert )—Dark 


Palace—‘‘Greene Murder Case.” 
Runnymede—‘‘Say It With Songs.” 
Eastwood—‘*The Cocoanuts.”’ 

After much palaver with censors, 
“Strange Interlude” opens at Er- 
langer’s Princess Dec. 30 with a few 
cuts. When “Interlude” was first 
staged in New York, 
Bridle of the Star went to look it 


| 


; sult is 


} 
| 


over. Paper declined to print his 
review. 
Ontario censors were annoyed 


when sound equipment installed in 
their censoring room failed to meet 
fire-proofing requirements set up by 
another government department. 
They see the releases silent while 
checking on script dialogue. Re- 
less cutting. 

Eastern Theatres, Ltd., Famous 
Players Canadian Corp., and Mans- 


‘field Theatres, Ltd., declared divi- 
dends this week. 

I. W. Killam, who has be ome ke 
man in the three-man ting 
tf Famous Players Canadian Corp 
has succeeded N., L. Nathanson o1 
the directorate of United Amus¢« 
ments, a Montreal chain, 

J. L. Hunter, of the Paramou 
office, he , has been named Toron 
representatives on the Film Boa 
< Trade for 1930, 





re bares a : National (Erianger-Rapley)— Dark. 
_-aeel Gus Sun office now booking} Peoli’s (Shubert )—Dark. 
; the Uptown, Cleveland, on a split | Pictures 
wooden. shoe hoofing by the man. week policy. . ' | €olumbia—‘'Hallelujah.” 
Mme. Verobell and Co. have a fair | Earle—‘“Love Racket. 
semi-classical flash that needs a 1 BOS ne eg 
> 2 . . 4 To »9 of abou 95 : oO > ‘ “Charming Sinners.” 
lot of help and treatment bs fore it d opi ed ‘th * =~ rs athe wh ; hax ies I kel ) 
becomes entertainment. Shean and awe » ( Une ll _mem ersnips in the Rialte : Phvt 
Burt, next, haven’t got a chance ola Comedy Club are planning a RKO (Ke ) Great Gat ” 
with present weak = A. tr . new theatrical organization with a 
ee et an ee limited non-pr 1e rshi Thev ‘own is les ss Y " rothing 
; Master Gilbert proved to the lik- will son Ht ry go etag oe a , ews Tow = A ae eitle with nothing 
ing of the mother elemer ‘ o wees OOUUE : on omedy Club | scheduled for at least three weeks. 
: r ment, and got | quarters above Lindy’s | 
over with his vocalizing and juve- | < ae, | ‘tod eee 
nile appearance. Nite Club Revue | : ; ee = : 4 Stoddard Taylor for years 
is @ meaningless flash w been ween David Lipton, p. a. here with Pub- | manager of the Belasco, didn't liké 
gets started. Not an cuteaitinin ix-B. & K., goes to Detroit to head |the idea of leaving town with the 
moment. Needs be , Snvertasn ns | the publicity for the Publix houses |closing of his hous¢ Ethel Barry- 
> - sveeds de tter material and | in that city, succeeding Oscar Doob.|more house managership in Man- 
|a lot more speed. Closing the show- ae : nanagersh _ Mi 
ing acts were Dunn and Hall who | Nor ‘ ae hattan hence is off, with Taylor be- 
é i nC Northside get another cafe in an | coming countup man for the ot ier 
3g Shubert theatre here, Poli’s. 
CORRESPONDENCE atonal ts fing to eet open. 
ings on two of the new musicals. 
Plenty tough here. 
All matter in CORRESPONDENCE ree aa 
’ . refers to current week unless mninae fasmtiy fe gatting . 
otherwise indicatea t rege } ye I yf Seow hans 
oO y reaks aze > ) . 7 y 
The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as girl, now married to Mike Cullen, 
follows and on pages: manager of Palace. was in the hos- 
anrinieehacneieiagigs pital for weeks Now Mabelle. dra- 
, matic editor of the “News,” has a 
BROOKLYN occ ccice be seunece gh! 2 2. | aaa 63 |cold that took her voice. 
USER, Fens ska van eee aac eet Cli Gr VAWA* >. .5eh ies shaeenddch 34} Andrew Sharick now managing 
CLEVELAND cccccccccisccccs 63, PITTSBURGH 63 |Universal’s Rialto. Previous reports 
NL hl gh aie ai etl that this house was to go Publix 
oy 8 lg er re ae 3; PORTLAND, ORE. ........... 62 ec seem cold. 2 
DEM MOINES oe icccccicdccdd es 3 | ROCHESTER ........ ‘abe 63 F ‘prerpers 
KANSAS CITY ............ .. 63 | +4 eS ee iene | Fggpc nme Park wpe heey bea 
j AN FRANCISCO ee }atre, wired, openec ec. ‘ 
ROGsANGELES oo cccccccvces 62 | SARANAC rhe Fateh a ay, _ |“Cock Eyed World.” Max Lowe, 
SE en 63; SYRACUSE ..... jassiscengeti MMe kee Go a 
eeeece eeee . . lavis has the 10use. 
MEMPHIS .................5- 61| TOLEDO ..... Ae Ce ole eee 
FUUESTVORRPTOIEE cis cdscccisect OF) TORQ vbctce ve licdeicel: . 61 
MINNEAPOLIS .............. 62' WASHINGTON ......... . 61 TORONTO 
— By G. A. S. 
flopped with a rehash of several already crowded district when a ee 
other two-acts, Their material is | James Ross reopened the old club | Pantages—"‘Why Leave Home”; vaude 
old and moth-eaten and can’t stand. | Lido under new title of Varsity.| Tivoli—The Virginian." ie 
Opening the regular bill were the | Al Handler band. . ptown— ‘Charming Sinners; stage | 
Ps as 4 a : oral 2 . show. 
fe nam hei4g i a — pete 2 aa ne Leew’s—"'The Girl in the Show”; vaude. | 
| flying routine. ops an umbles Hippodrome — ‘‘Mississippi Gambler”; | 
MILWAUKEE von 


Augustus | 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Majestie— Dark 

Flatbush ‘Temptations of 19306." 
Jamaica—‘'Night Hawk.’ 
Werba’s Brooklyn— Dark. 
Boulevard— Dark. 


Paramount — ‘Marriage Playground” 


ttage show 
Strand ‘Gold Diggers of Broadway.” 
Fox The River vaude 
Albee “Vagabond Lover vaude, 
Met Woman to Woman’; vaude. 
Fulton—Burlesque 
Rolland—"Katja’s Wedding” (Jewish) 


Orpheum—Change 
Momart—Newsreels. 
Star— Burlesque. 
Gayety— Burlesque. 





Only tryout here is ‘“‘Temptations 
of 1930,” new revue with cast of 50 
at the Flatbush this week. 

Fulton, long unoccupied, now 
playing stock burlesque, with Jack 
Perry manager. Blossom Lavelle, 
Sue Miller, Tom O'Neill and Eddie 
O’Brien heading company, 

“City Haul,” new one, comes to 
the Flatbush week of Dec. 23 before 
New York. 


MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms and baths 























Aunt 

| Jemima 
lof 
*Showheoat” 


likes the 


dirt. 


all kinds. 


apparatus . .. 
without charge 








She’ll tell you Hotel McCormick is 
| her favorite Chicago hotel. 
location—so near the 
loop, yet away from the noise and 
She likes the spacious, airy 
rooms, the smart and charming fur- 
nishings, the modern facilities of 
The low rentals include 
complete maid and hotel service, 
electric refrigeration, light and gas. 


Hotel McCormick offers such added fea- 
tures as golf driving nets, handball ccurts, 
gymnasium with latest health and reducing 
all enjoyed by guests 


Ontario and Hush Sté. 
Phone Superior 4927 


She 


RATES 


Apartments for 
Two, $90 Mo. up 


Larger Apart- 
ments for Four. 
$150 Mo. up 


Hotel Rooms, 
$60-$70 Mo. up 
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— oa ls. 
background, and said to be authen-| toring patients with the same i. 
tic, in Toledo and 17 other counties|ness that you have for the past 
of this district. Two-hour show] 20 years. 
part of “educational” program, for} Wurse Whalen—“You want the hot 
which the league is raising a $1,-| water bottle? Are you positive» 
000,000 “war chest. Richard Moore—“No, Nurse, I'm 
| an s Angeles negate 
MINNEAPOLIS Eddie Voss—“Doctor, I am a new 
° ° ient, victim of congestion.” 
46 %_9) . Metropolitan—Dark. pat aoe te 5 on. 
Variety’s’’ Office, TAFT BUILDING, Vine St. and Hollywood Blvd. Shubert—"Skidding” (stock). Dr. Wilson—“Of the lungs.” 
h Pantages.“ Light Fingers”; vaude. Voss—“No, smal! dressing rooms.” 
alace—Stoc urlesque. : _.** , . 
| Phone Hollywood 6141 Minmesota--“Gloriiying ‘the American], Jimmy Cannon Doc, can I go 
aa ~ Girl’; stage show. . ome for TISLMAS | 
B| State—“‘Taming of the Shrew” (2d Dr. Wilson—‘“Sure, but remember 
. % : 2 k ; week). 5 pas os k) that you have to do at home ag 
Marion Kohn of San F rancisco ;to the sheriff and went on the road to hold an exclusive second run con- ener ee ee ea te wk)-| you are doing here.” 
new assistant business manager at ; W ith an indie film, ‘Holly wood | tract. Paris.” ; Cannon—‘“I’m married, Doc.” 
Columbia studios. | After Dark Lyrie—“‘Isle of Lost Ships.” Doctor—“Stay here.” 
eons —_— Decision on the granting of a per- ee ae aes, oe 
Phillippe De Lacey and Anita} M. A. Walsh, temporarily district |manent injunction to replace a tem- Grane" sh0 Virgina. a === 
Louise of films will appear in a pro- | manager for Warner Bros., resume@/porary one which prevents the In- : Roe ge ¢ ———— — 
duction of “The Blue Bird” at the | management of the San Francisco | vestors Underwriting Corp, Garland sey — ee os a see 
Pasadena Community Playhouse. exchange, relieving Mel Hulling. B. Latta, president, from sellin Minneapolis are 1eAatre : + O7 
ety nice Mi securities, was reserved by uleenats “Porgy” and its repertory company Save Over 3 /O 
Fox Coast will start construction Harold Rodner, president of Con- Court Justice Clayton I, Miller af- at pean 6 orp ee ee 
in Bakersfield of a $250,000 theatre | tinental Theatre Accessories, Inc., | *€T 4 hearing in Special Term. Latta will — a . pitas. artis for 
and office building this month. here to establish a branch. William | cing the financial power behind the A oa _” o M — eels honey bookings 
—_——— Gluck, who came with him from |5alina Theatre Corporation, control- orey: ra aga oe ft 
: law W : _ . lin tl E ; > are being cancelled right and left, 
Leslie W. Weir, western division] New York, will be Pacific Coast & ne smpire, Syracuse and ainlv rg sing 
xt ° , Feng | ets Brighton due mainly to shows closing. 
sales manager of Pathe, is in the; Manager, ' 


Hollywood Hospital after an appen- 
dicitis operation. 





Tom Smith, Goodwill manager 
since 1926, turned the exchange over 


Lt 








Wien THE BIG SHOTS” 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
visiT HOLLYWOOD 
THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 
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F PLAYGROUND OF THE STARS 

















Guervini. & “Co 


The Leadine and 
Largest 
p ACCORDEON 
Hi FACTORY 
ey in the United State: 
The only factory 


that makes any eet 
ot Reed: — made by 
hand. 


att Columbus 


venue 
San Francisce, Cal 
free Catalogues 


“The One Best Cellar” 


CELLAR | 


6370 Hollywood Bivd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


Laffs—Food—Surprises | 
~ % 


An Ideal Christmas Gift 
Monogramed Cigarettes 
of the finest imported Egyptian and 
Turkish tobaccos, also domestic 
blends, at no additional cost for dis- 
tinctive quality 
Domestic, 1,000 cigarettes, $8.00 
Imported, $1,000 Cigarettes, $15,¢0 
Smaller quantities if desired 
J. S. GRENHALL 
2020 Honeywell Ave., Bronx, 
New York City 

Eyebrows and 
Lashes Darkened 
Permanently 


Coloura darkens them permanently with one 
application. Easy to apply—harmless. Un- 
affected by bathing, creams, perspiration, etc. 
Eyebrows and lashes shaped and darkened at 
our shops, 75e. Box of Coloura (black or 
brown), $1.25 postpaid. 


J. Spire, 26 W. 38th St. and 35 W. 46th St. 


INERS 
MAKEUP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 
SCENERY 
and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbas. O. 






























































DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe. 


New Assortment of 
CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 

















THE STANDARD 


ENGRAVING lnc 


NEW YORK 





jat the Eckel. 








Allan Warschauer to supervise 
publicity at the Paramount theatre. 








Pauline Garon replaces Gloria 
Grey as lead in “Bad Babies,” at 
the Figueroa Playhouse. 

Ellen Sylvester and B. Cornelius 
filed salary claims with the State 
Labor Commission against Radio- 
tone Pictures, totaling $200. Both 


|were employed as office help. An 
}additional claim against Colorart 
Synchrotone was filed by James 


| McNamara, projectionist, for $76. 


Lotice Howell, formerly of the 
“Roxy Gang,’ and the Music Box 
| Revue, will play her first screen 
part in “House of Troy,” starring 


tamon Novarro for M-G. 


Tex Hurley sold the Virginia, ca- 
pacity 334 Main-streeters, then 
turned around and bought the Al- 
pine, 475-seat Figueroa street 
neighb. 

Al Rogell, directing “Mamba” for 
Tiffany, will meg three more for 
the same studio. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., selected to 


head an all star cast for “Sin 
Flood” to be directed by Frank 
Lloyd for First National. Bradley 


King is writing the screen treat- 
ment. 
Colonial, Uplands, Cal., sold by 


John Anderson to G. J. Dowding and 
Warren S. Record. Mission, Ven- 
tura, Cal., sold. by J. W. Dodge to 
James Morris. Star, Fellows, Cai., 
reopened by Pete Karns. Colonial, 
Orange, Cal., acquired by Valuskis 
group from Easterly and Lee. U. 8S. 
theatre, San Diego, taken over from 
A. E. Goebel by O. C. Foster. Es- 
tella, Los Angeles, Mexican patron- 
age, reopened by M. L. Woolfson. 


Benjamin Stoloff will direct Will 
Rogers’ next for Fox. It will be an 
untitled original story, prepared by 
Edwin Burke. 


At the election of officers for Local 
33 of the I. A. T. S. E. James E. 
Mathews was re-elected president. 
George J. Flaherty was elected vice- 
pres.; W. H. Donehue, secretary; P. 
O. Paulson, treasurer, and Wm. F. 
Scott, re-elected business rep. 





James Leddy and Philo McCul- 
lough added to “Oh Susanna” at the 
Mayan theatre. 





George B. Seitz will direct “Pri- 
vate Property” for Columbia. Story 
is being written by Paul H. Fox and 
Seitz in collaboration, 


RKO theatre here is operating 
with three vaude shows a day in- 
stead of its regular four-a-day pol- 
icy, until a labor adjustment re- 
garding a double crew on stage can 
be effected with the local union. 


Evan Scott replaces Henry B. 
Walthal as lead in “The Passing of 
the Third Floor Back” at the Actors 
theatre. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting—Dark. 

Keith’s—V audfilm. 
Loew’s—Vaudfilm. 
Strand—‘“‘Evidence.” 

Empire—‘‘Wali Street’; stage show. 
Paramount—‘‘Welcome Danger.” 
Eckel—‘‘Sunny Side Up’ (4th week). 





“Sunny Side Up,” going four 
weeks, set a new engagement record 
Previous best mark 
was three weeks, with Jolson’s first 
two films running that period. 


Facing. a threatened court scrap, 
Keith’s called off the announced re- 
turn engagement of “Rio Rita” on 
Saturday, substituting “Jazz Heav- 
en.”’ Opposition came from the 
Salina Theatre Corp, which claims 
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INSTITUTION of INTERNATIONALE 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 











Two operators were badly burned 
when a roll of film burst into flames 
in the projection booth of the Avon, 
neighborhood house. Audience knew 
nothing of the blaze until told the 
program could not continue. Injured 


operators are Chester Black and 
William Wademan, 
Edward Rosenbaum, relieved by 


the Shuberts as Wieting manager 


here, will take the road with 
“Naughty Marietta,” opening the 
company 23. 


in Boston Dec. 


Franklin H. Chase, dean of local 
critics, returns next week from a 
trip to Japan. Helen Strough Brown 
has been subbing on Hearst’s “Jour- 
nal-American.” 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


By JAMES T. WYATT 


Broadway—‘‘The Kiss." 

United Artists—‘‘Hallelujah.” 
Alder—“Hollywood Revue.’’ 
Portland—‘‘Half Way to Heaven.” 
Rialto—‘‘Darkened Rooms.”’ 

Music Box—‘‘Shanghai Lady.” 

Blue Mouse—'‘‘Mississippi Gambler.” 
Orpheum—‘“Painted Angel.”’ 
Oriental—‘“‘Eternal Love.” 
Dufwin—Henry Duffy, Players. 
Auditorium—Stratford-on-Avon Players: 





Bert Naus, manager of Publix 
Rialto, now manager of Granada, 
San Francisco. Jack Gault, p. a. of 
the Publix Portland, relaces Naus 
at Rialto. 


Full-length feature film, “‘Ed’s Co- 
ed,’”’ made by University of Oregon 
students, booked for Fox-Hollywood. 


Labor pickets are patroting out- 
side Capitol and Circle, small down- 
town houses, account labor trouble. 


ST. PAUL 


Auditerium—‘Miracle’’ (3d week). 
RKO Orpheum — “Love, Live 
Laugh”; vaude, 
Paramount—'‘‘Hollywood Revue.” 
Riviera—‘‘Half Way to Heaven.” 
{Metropolitan—Dark. 
RKO sident—‘‘Rio Rita’ (24 week). 
Tower—‘‘The Girl from Woolworth's.” 
Strand—‘‘Big Time.” 


Bitter competish continues in 
Twin City ballrooms. One is stag- 
ing a free dance one night a week, 
trying to make expenses with a 
dime checking charge, 





and 





R-K-O getting by with one man- 
ager for its two houses here, Ray 
O'Connell, Orpheum house manager, 
taking charge of the newly opened 
President also. ; 

Publix and R-K-O arguing over 
“Rio Rita.” When R-K-O opened 
the picture in loop, Publix put a 
trailer into the Uptown, leading 
neighborhood house advising “Wait- 
Wait-Wait for ‘Rio Rita,’ coming to 
this theatre soon at popular prices.” 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 


Paramount — “Marriage Playground”; 
stage show. 

Vita-Temple—“Honky Tonk.” 

Valentine—'‘‘Closed Door.” 

Pantheon—‘‘Wedding Rings.”’ 

Princess—‘‘The Racketeer,” 

State—‘‘Mississippi Gambler.” 

Rivoli—Vaudfilm. 

Empire— Burlesque, 








Pantheon advertised “Love Rack- 
et” (FN) as “adult entertainment” 
and proved smart move, 


“Vagabond Lover” gave Vita- 


Temple its second biggest week 
since “Gold Diggers,” only “Rio 
Rita” starting off better. Flaps 


came In -droves to hear and see 
Rudy Vallee, 


Edward H. Smith, in charge of 
Toledo “Blade” radio programs for 
a year, has left to join the staff of 
WTAM, Cleveland. 

Nina Harris, 19, colored cabaret 
dancer, found dead last week, body 
mutilated. Four held for question- 
ing in connection with murder. 

Overland theatre leased for long 
term to Albert Zebro, formerly of 
tacine, Wis. 








Ohio Anti-Saloon League planning 
to present one-act drama, showing 
& murder trial with a liquor law 


} 











With Isham Jones and band as 
attraction, Boulevards of Paris, 
Twin City night club, charged $1.50 
admission. Fighteen people floor 
show coming in 





La <Argentine, Spanish dancer, 
drew capacity at Lyceum theatre 
for one-night appearance at $3 top. 

By “HAPPY” BENWAY 


George Neville of 80 Park avenue 
has a sprained wrist, received from 
a nasty fall in front of the Sana- 
torium. 


Marion Greene says she is on 
limited exercise, gaining weight and 
okay. 

Jobnson is a new arrival, 
Sheppard avenue. 
rest. 

Jimmy Cannon is now on ex- 
ercise. Expects to spend the holi- 
days at home with wife and mother. 


May 
living at 50 
Needed a little 





After donating his service for a 
benefit here, Mickey Walsh was 
let out on account of too much tal- 
ent. Mickey peeved said, “Times 
and conditions maybe bad in New 
York City, but they ain't being can- 
celed at benefits.” 





Mrs. Roy Gordon, recently a new 
arrival, has taken on weight and 
highly elated over the Saranac con- 
ditions. Rosy cheeks are returning. 





Harry Clark of 9 Front street 
states that on account of bad con- 
ditions all the stage hands are quit- 
ing show business and going back 
to their trades. Harry is a No. 1 
man, 





Al Hunter returned here after a 
three month stay at his home in 
New York. He is at 7 Front street. 





Oscar Lorraine arrived for a lit- 
tle of the Adirondack air and rest. 
Looks great. Just a little run down. 


Frank Kelley is new this week, 
9 Front street. 





Catherine Vogelle also here for 
rest and also 9 Front street. 


Nell Gordon (Mrs. Roy Gordon) 
came up for the rest. Few months 
will do her a world of good. She 
is at 50 Sheppard avenue. 


Andrew Molony is around after 
a set back that held him in bed 
for weeks. He is at 26 Church 
street, 

Seventy-five patients in Saranac 
are hoping that the rumor. about 
Christmas being canceled-ewill prove 
to bea fake. 


Al Singer, lightweight boxer of 
note, arrived at Tupper Lake for 
a short vacation from the ring. 
Accompanied by his brother Lou 
Singer, Ruby Rubinoff and Sammy 
Binden. He selected the Adiron- 
dacks and will do the long hikes, 
wood chopping and rabbit hunt- 
ing up here. 


Write Often 
to those you know in 
SARANAC 


Passing Show 
Frank Walsh—“Say doc, do you 
think you can cure me?” 
Dr. Mayer—“Sure, I've been doc- 











Most Desired 
SPECIALLY PRICED 


A large assortment of high class 
Leather Goods, Ladies’ Hand 
Bags, Silk Umbrellas, Wallets, 
Music Cases, etc. 














GLADSTONE BAG 


Extra wide coat case model. 
inforced end, non-sag sewed-frame 


Re- 


bag. Made of finest cowhide dark 
brown or black leather. $12% 
Sizes 20, 22, 24, 26 in, up 





Zs 











PULLMAN BAG 
Fitted completely. Brown and 
walrus leather. Sizes 16, $35” 
18, 20 in. Specially priced up 


—_— 






REVELATION SUIT CASE 
A be used 
Makes 


djusts to 14 sizes. Can 
for day or month trip. 


DUPLEX FITTED CASE 
Smart looking, beautifully made 
of fine quality leather. Completely 
fitted. Choice of shell, $9475 
amber or pearl fittings. ap 


H &M PROFESSIONAL 
. as TRUNKS 
New York Agency 


Samuel Nathans, Inc. 


568 SEVENTH AVENUE 
Between 40th and 4ist Sts. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Phones: Longacre 6197, Penn. 9964 
OPEN EVENINGS 















































DARING] DIFFERENT ORIGINAL 
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Always the 

Hit of the Show! 


Wire or Write 


For Rental Prices 


BANCLON MEV ROL DL VINLY @ 


643 SO. OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES.CAL. 
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LETTERS 


When Sending ter Mall te 
VARIETY. Address Mail. Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTERS ILL NOT 
cIROULAS VERTISED 


ERS ADVERTISED &N 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Bevau Ralph C 
Brown Robert H 
Burke George M 


Morgan Mr 


Nevins Marion 
Conlan Paul 
Cullen Chloe Miss Olver Hal 
Owen Dick 
DeLaine Kitty 
Dillon Jane Pearl Miss 
Dobbs-Clarke-Dare 
Downing Sam Raemier Valerie 
Rothschild Jack 
Finir. George 
Fitzgerald; Eddie 
Foster Lloyd R 
Foster Victor 


Stuart Marion 


Tate Nolly 
Taylor Jas R 
Garvin P & P Tiffany Cowen 
Goodwin Elsie Miss |'‘Jurner Miss 
Gray Gilda 
Vincent Madge 
Hitchcock Wm A 
Howells John Mead | Walsh Billy 
Welch Niles 
West Mae 
Whiting Charlotte 
Winton Janet 
Wrenley May 
Young Harry 


Judge & Gail 
LaMarr Harry 
La Pavia 
Lockhart B & C 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 


Alexander Roy 
Anderson Lucille 
Arnand P B 
Jones Davy 
Binder Ray Jcnes Terese M 
Blumenfeld Herm’n | Keolaha Violet 
Boyer R E 
Lange Howard 
Leitch Jack 
Lyman Tommy 


Chandler Fehmer 
Chang Kai Sheck 
Citkins Jack . 
f MacGowan C & M 
Dennison Geo Murray J Harold 
Drew Virginia 
Duffy J (Sax) Novit Jules 


Evans Alvin A Olson Louise 


Frohman Bert Pymm F & P 
Gifferd W C 
Gi'tert Bert 
Gillette Lucy 
Clenn & Richards 
Gocalette W J 
Goradcr Al 


Rose Charlie 


Sanderson Helen 
Steinbeck Bruno 


Vanderkoor H E 
Vernon Wally 
Hall & Essley Verobell Madame 
Hammond Al 
Harbor Madelon 
Herman Lewis 


DENVER 


By JACK ROSE 


Broadway—“‘Chauve-Souris.” 

Denham-—Dark. 

Denver—‘“The Kiss”; stage show. 

Orpheum—“This Thing Called Love’’; 
vaude. 

Rialto—‘‘Marianne.” ' 

Tabor—“The Delightful Rogue.” 


White H Pierre 
Wynn Ray 











The Denham stock company rest- 
ing this week, Frank Jaquet, come- 
dian, will join them Christmas week 
in “Abies’ Irish Rose.” 





KLZ Guild Players putting on se-' 
ries of playlets weekly. 





A. DeBernardi, Post drama critic, 
copped prize in contest for naming 
George Hall’s orchestra program 
over KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark. 





An item in “Variety” telling of 
Colorado’s effort to grab some pub- 
licity by having its license plates 
on cars in pictures caught the eye 
of an actor in Portland, Me. Writ- 
ing to Secretary of State Armstrong 
he offered to put plates on his car 
and boost the state in this travels. 





William Bierd elected president 
Denver Art Theatre. 


KANSAS CITY 
By WILL. R. HUGHES 


Loew’s Midland—“‘The Locked Door.” 
Mainstreet—‘‘Paris’’; vaude. 
Newman—"Half Way to Heaven.” 
Pantages—"“Why Leave Home.” 

yal—“Darkened Rooms.” 
Shubert—Hamper Shakespearean. Rep- 

@rtoire, 

Orpheum—‘‘Crime” (stock). 
Empress—Stock burlesque. 
*ayety—Mutual burlesque. 





Betty Hanna new leading woman 
for the Oberfelder-Ketcham stock 
at the Orpheum. 





Fox, which has taken over the 
Midland circuit of theatres, has just 
purchased the Strand at Council 
Bluffs. 





W. D. Smith, secretary of the 
Missouri State Fair, has been elect- 
ed secretary of the Middle West 
Fair circuit, composed of 12 agri- 
cultural and live stock fairs. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 


Nick Turner, former manager of 
Fox’s California theatre in Stock- 
ton, returned last week from a trip 
fround the world and is headquar- 
tering in San Francisco, awaiting 


& new assignment from <A. M. 
Bowles. 








Henry Gunson, for many years 
Buardian of the Warfield stage door, 
is out because of straight picture 
policy. Once an opera singer, Gun- 
son is in Los Angeles ready to crash 
pictures, 





Henry Duffy has bought “Broth- 
ers’ for his Pacific Coast theatres. 


Marque & Maraq’tte 


SIN 
DOUBLE ROOM, B. 





UP 

. BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 

DOUBLE WiTHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD RICKS President 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 
GLE KOOM, BATH, $2.00 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH. $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH. $2.00 PER DAY 


LE ROOM WITHOU1 


DOUB 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


BATH. $14.00 PER WEEK 








ACKSON 


137-139 West 45th St. 


Completely remodeled—everything of 
the best—Simmons furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses); hot and cold water 
telephones; showers, 

$12 for Single Room 

$15-$17 for Double Room 

$16-$18-$20 for Double Room 
vif (with Private Bath) 
This is the ideal hotel for the Profession—in 1) 
theart of the theatrical section 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 








DES MOINES _ 


Casino—Change. 
Des Moines—‘‘Condemned.” 


Garden—‘*The Dance of. Life.” 
Orpheum—Vaudfilm. 
Palace—‘‘Girl in the Glass Cage." 
Paramount—‘“The Kiss.”’ 


President—-Dark. 
Princess—Dark. 
Strand—‘Her Private Life.” 





Oberfelder - Ketcham production 
company stock players will open at 
the President Dec. 28. Ben Ketcham 
is in New York engaging players. 





John H. Riggs has been re-elected 
president, and Claude E. Pickett 
secretary of the Des Moines Musi- 
cians’ Ass’n. 





Fair Managers’ association of Iowa 
opened its 22d annual meeting here 
Dec. 9:and 10. Delegates represent- 
ed 82 Iowa fairs. O. J. Ditto, Sib- 
ley, elected president, and C. S. Mil- 
ler, of Tipton, vice-president. 





At election of officers of the Iowa 
State. fair, held in conjuncti6én with 
the annual meeting of the Fair Man- 
agers’ Ass’n of Iowa, Chas. E, Cam- 
eron, Alta, was re-elected president 
for the twenty-fourth term, and J. 
P. Mullen of Fonda re-elected vice- 
president for the 12th year. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 


By RICHARD B. GILBERT 


Loew’s—‘““‘The Locked Door.”’ 
Rialto—‘‘The Virginian.” 
Strand—‘“Hearts in Exile.” 
Anderson—‘‘Darkened Rooms.” 
Alamo—‘“Four Devils.” 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual), 
Walnut—Stock burlesque. 








Two local. night clubs burned last 
week, with the Log Cabin completely 
destroyed and the River Valley Club 
damaged to extent of about $25,000. 





Log Cabin was insured after all, 
due to a 30-day grace clause. In- 
surance company had returned the 
premium check and stated the pol- 
icy was to be cancelled. 





Fire in the basement of the Gay- 
ety, Mutual burlesque house. Fire- 
men had to don gas masks to put 
out the blaze. Just slight damage. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 





RKO Palace — “Delightful Rogue’’; 
vaio Tempie—-‘‘Sall 
tK emple—‘‘Sally.” 
Loew’s Rochester — “13th Chair’; 
vaude. .. 


Eastman—‘“Half Way to Heaven.” 
Piccadilly—‘“‘Marriage Playground.” 
Regent— ‘‘Welcome Danger” (2d week). 
Fay’s—‘‘Love, Live, Laugh’’; vaude. 
Etrand—Change. 

Family—Change. 





Vaude out of Fay’s after current 
week, house going all-sound. 





Victoria is dark for 10 days for 
sound installation. Will change 
name in effort to bury bad burlesque 
rep. John J. O'Neill, formerly of 
Eastman, brought in to put house on 
its feet. 





Three men moved up from East- 
man to Publix houses in New York: 
Mitchell Smith, asst. mgr., similarly 
at Rialto; George Joneck, treasurer, 
to asst. mgr. Rivoli; Oscar Weiss, 
head usher, to that post at Rivoli. 
R. H. Ayer comes from Lynn, Mass., 
as acst, manager. William Ball- 
horn, usher, working in as treas- 
urer. 


NEWARK, N. J. 


Broad—‘‘City Ffaul.”’ 

Shubert—‘‘Top Speed.” 

Proctor’s—‘‘Night Parade”; vaude. i 

Toew's State—“‘Song of Kentucky”; 
vaude. 

Newark—‘‘Wall Street”; vaude. 

Branford—‘‘The Painted Angel’; stage 
show. 

Mosque—"‘Lilies of the Field.”’ ; 

Fox Terminal—‘“‘Sunny Side Up” (4th 
week). ’ 

Rialto—“‘The Woman Who Was For- 
gotten.” 

Capitol—“‘The Unholy Night.” 

Empire—Mutual buriesque. 





Orpheum—‘‘Bottoms Up”; pictures. 
Newark Motion Picture Guild 


opens its little theatre January 17. 





.Property..of the, Newark Garden, 
Corp. sold at auction last week un- 








Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 
Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 
Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water 
and Telephone in 
Each Room 


702 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 





der foreclosure proceedings to P. 
Ballantine & Sons for $150,000. This 
was the only bid. Mortgage held 
by the Ballantine people was for 
$200,000. 





Police raided five night clubs and 
numerous saloons Saturday night. 
Places raided included Beaux Arts 
club, Stein and Hogan’s, Astor Grill 
and Breakaway Club, 





PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Alvin—Dark. 

Nixon—Dark. 

Pitt—Sharp stock. 
Academy—Mutual burlesque. 

Pictures 
Stanley—‘“‘Tiger Rose”; stage show. 
Penn—‘‘Return of Sherlock Holmes’; 

stage show. 
Enright—‘‘Jealousy”; stage show. 
Harris—‘’Skinner Steps Out’’; vaude. 
Grand—“Glorifying American Girl’ (2d 
week). 
Aldine—‘“‘Woman Trap.” 
Sheridan Square—‘‘Rio Rita” (4th wk). 





Both legit houses, Nixon and Al- 
vin, dark this week. Nixon’s first 
dark session of season; Alvin’s sec- 
ond. 





Pittsburgh .Grand Opera Com- 
pany, after two performances, went 
into hands of receiver last week. 





Dick Brown, son of Harry Brown, 
manager of Nixon, has just been 
appointed manager of Warner’s En- 
right in East Liberty. 





“Children of Darkness,” Edwin 
Justus Mayer’s play, booked at 
Nixon for New Year’s week. Ber- 
nard Simon, ahead of “Strange In- 
terlude” to Coast, back east ad- 
vancing the new one. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 

Eastern Theatres, Ltd., operating 
Pantages Theatres in Eastern Can- 
ada, has announced the name “Pan- 
tages” will disappear from these 
houses after January 1. Pantages 
never controlled these theatres, but 
they had been named in his honor 
because Pantages vaudeville had 
been booked since their opening. 








Manager Joe Franklin of B. F. 
Keith’s Theatre, Ottawa, Ont., re- 
ceived a note with 25 cents “con- 
science money,” the sender explain- 
ing he had passed a plugged quar- 
ter to the cashier. Some other pa- 
tron apparently got the bad coin, 
and when Franklin offered to re- 
deem it he had a rush of claimants. 
Solved it by giving the quarter to 
charity. 





Smoke drove 2,000 patrons in 
alarm from Loew’s theatre, London, 
Ont. Ventilators had drawn chim- 
ney smoke from the outside. 





Galvin Players stock company 
closed at the Galvin theatre, Ottawa, 
Dec. 14, after three years. 





RKO broadcast is now a regular 
feature from the stage of B. F. 
Keith’s theatre here each Monday 
evening through the Canadian gov- 
ernment station, CNRO 





Laurier theatre is the first in Hull, 
Quebec, to offer talkers, opening at- 
traction being “Broadway Melody.” 





Mal St. Clair and staff on location 
in the San Bernardino mountains to 
film snow scenes for “Montana.” 

Mary Foy in “Such Men Are Dan- 
gerous” (Fox). 

Ivan Linow added “Temple Tow- 
ers” (Fox). 

Hampton Del Ruth now. on the 
Darmour RKO scenario staff. 











LANDSEER APTS. 


245 Wem 6iat Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West 5lst Street 
Columbus 1360 


HILDONA 








All apartments directly under 


Wil) Lease by the Week Month or 





600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 


341-347 West 45th Street. 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. Private bath, phone, kitchen or kitchenette. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
In the center of the theatrical district. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
All apartments can be seen evenings, Office in each building 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 65th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 


COURT 


3560 Longacre 





the supervision of the owner 
All fireproof buildings 


Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 











Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering 


G0. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT, $15.00 UP 


———- a | oa 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 





‘THE DUPLEX | 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 71382 

Three and four rooms with bath, 

complete kitchen. Modern in every 

particular. Will accommodate four 

or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Hanna—‘“June Moon.” 

Ohio—‘‘Jade God,” 

Play House—“Daughter of Jorio.” 

Palace—‘‘Jazz Heaven’; vaude. 

Hip—‘‘Great Gabbo.”’ 

Allen—‘'Mysterious Island.” 

State—‘Isle of Lost Ships’; stage 
show. 

105th—“‘Broadway”’; vaude. 





University was stench-bombed on 
opening day of taiker policy. Orient- 
al also gassed recently. 





Two hijackers held up Frank 
Hines, manager of the Palace, 
frisked him and then copped his car, 
after finding he wasn’t carrying the- 
atre’s receipts. Car found few days 
later slightly damaged, 





Jerry Ross, m, ¢c., leaves Uptown 
to open in Warner’s Perry theatre 
at Erie, O. 





Sound installed last week in Paul 
Gusdanovic’s Norwood, Manhattan, 
Family and University, all neigh- 
borhooders. 





John Higgins appointed manager 
of Loew’s Alhambra, which reopens 
redecorated and wired. 


GREATEST SHOW 


(Continued from page 47) 


itself. Every kind of real life bur- 
lesque figure that breathes is on 
the festive rampage. Reeling, laugh- 
ing, clowning celebrants, thousands 
in masquerade costume, walk from 
42nd to 53rd and back until dizzy. 

Broadway becomes a merger of 
all the Main streets in the imme- 
diate east. 

Almost every store and place of 
business on the street is open and 
prices leap. Musical shows give 
midnight performances, loading the 
houses with night club turnaways. 
Every joy den is open until all 
hours with special permits. The 
curfew ducks for one night only. 








Cheap Fun 

For those without money, Broad- 
way provides the most economical 
and entertaining hilarity to greet 
the New Year. Folks who live with- 
in commuting distance of the 
Rialto, yet never see Broadway all 
year, come this night with horns, 











A GOOD HOTEL IN 
MIDTOWN NEW YORK 


Weekly Rates 
Single rooms $14 to $21 
Double rooms $17.50 to $24 
Two-room suites $35 
Three-room suites $45 


HOTEL WELLINGTON 


7th Ave. at 55th St., New York City 
Under KNOTT Management 

















IRVING HOTEL 


917 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
All Outside Rooms with Baths 


Phone Kingsley 0580 
D. ROSEN, Mgr. 








confetti, cowbells, ticklers, whistles, 
paper dolls and any kind of a noise 
maker. They shout, sing, holler and 
parade, watching or joining in with | 
jovial drunks, 

Those with 


' 
money have the | 


| greatest outlet to spend their heads | 

















off. An idea of the cost of things 
if one wishes to unloosen the b. r. 
strings is best presented by actual 
figures, or rather, assessments of 
the night clubs, whose night this is, 


Seat Prices 
The Richman Club will charge 
$15 per person. With your girl it’s 
$30 to sit down. Food and drink 
extra. Place seats 500. 


The Lido, Montmartre, Trocadero 
and other such favorite rendezvous 
of the Park avenue glee hounds are 
taxing $15, but serving dinner to 
each customer, with additional 
charge for water, etc. 

The Mayfair Club is asking $25 @ 
Cover. 

The Central Park Casino, accom- 
modating 1,600 for New Years, is 
asking $20 per person, likewise 
serving dinner, without entertain- 
ment on the regular program. 

Up in Harlem, Broadway’s 
Nubian annex, the nite club staged 
for whites, have a $12.50 fee with 
dinner. These places are hotter 
than ever New Year’s and reser- 
vations reel in faster than down- 
tcwn, 

Les Ambassadeurs gives dinner 
for $15 a person and seats 4060, 
Krazy Kat and lesser places are 
taxing $37.50 straight. For those 
wanting a good spot for $5, there 
are pienty this year, alloting dime- 
ner at this price. 

Tne Breadway New Sears Ev 
this ye.r will doubtless be the most 
fienz.ed of all time due to the 
morke’ strain. People have te nave 
a reaction and this will be the night 
off. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 18, 1999 





—REMEMBER?— 


When B. F. Keith’s Palace, New 
York, opened (March 24, 1913) 
with a bill composed of Ed Wynn, 
Taylor Holmes, La Napierkowska, 
“Speaking to Father,” Ota Gygi, Hy 
Mayer, “The Eternal Waltz” and 
Four Vanis? It cost $6,925 and 
was roundly panned? 


When Weber and Fields, in black- 
face, played 20 performances daily 
at Morrisson’s Music Hall, Rock- 
away ? 


When Mae West was billed as “The 
Original Brinkley Girl’ ? 





When an act pirated another act’s 
material, it was considered news? 





When “Variety” had a green cover? 


When present members of the Royal 
Order of Cut-Throats were doing 
their cutting independently ? 





When Hammerstein’s Victoria had 
the largest free list of any theatre 
in the country? 


————= 


—AL TRAHAN— 


The above box will be printed weekly in 

VARIETY, giving interesting facts of the 

show business, past and present. Mail contri- 

butions to Al Trahan, Room 908, 1560 Broadway, 
New York 








REM 








kindly bid for his services: 


AARONS & FREEDLEY 
“Heads Up” 





LEW LESLIE 


“International Revue” 





EARL CARROLL 
“Vanities” 





MRS. RUTH SELWYN 


“Nine-Fifteen Revue” 





A. J. BALABAN 
Publix Circuit 


WM. MORRIS 





Under contract to Radio-Keith-Orpheum Circuit until July 30th, 1930 





Appearing Palace, New York, Dec. 28, at which time offers will 


be cheerfully considered for the coming season by my manager 


CHARLES MORRISON 





—REMEMBER?— 


When Al Trahan was just an acro- 
bat (some say he still is) ? 





When W. ©. Fields and Joe Cook 
were just jugglers? 





When the Roxy, New York, grossed 
$654,406 with “The Cock-Eyed 
World” in four weeks (Aug. 3-30, 
1929) ? 


When Tony Pastor’s was the “Pal- 
ace” of Vaudeville? 


When Al Trahan first tore a tele- 
phone book in half (now he tears 
two at once) ? 

When the Keith and Tucker Cir- 
cuits created American Vaudeville? 





When, breathlessly, you rode the 
elevator up and down between 
shows at the American on 42d Street 
and Eighth Avenue, New York? 





When business was good? 





When Al Trahan wasn’t a head- 
liner? 





“You could fool some of the people 
some of the time, but you can’t fool 
the managers all of the time”? 


—AL TRAHAN— 


The above box will be printed weekly in 

VARIETY, giving interesting facts of the 

show business, past and present. Mail contri- 

butions to Ai Trahan, Room 908, 1560 Broadway, 
New York 














A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to All 

















AL TRAHAN 


Takes this occasion to thank pub- 
licly those producers who have 


























